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Indian River kindergarten teacher Karlee Hillier, Daytona’s Amazing Teachers honoree, has been an 
educator in the Edgewater public school district for nine years at three schools. In that time, in addition 
to teaching kindergarten and first grade, she has been on school leadership teams, written and received 
grants, and been a member of each school’s PTA. And yet, she didn’t initially plan to be an educator,  
she said. Although she had always worked well with children in her mother’s VPK classrooms, Hillier 
said “it wasn’t until I started taking college classes and decided to try out the education program that  
I found my calling.”
“Once I fell in love with teaching,” Hillier said, “I was inspired to help make a difference in all kids’ lives 
and give them all a safe, warm, and loving environment to learn in.”
Amanda Goodwin, who nominated Hillier for the Amazing Teacher award, said Hillier “is the most  
devoted and caring teacher I’ve ever met.”
“She always puts her kids first and will do anything to make sure they succeed,” Goodwin said.
Hillier credits her daughter, who attends a kindergarten class across the hall from HIllier’s, for inspiring 
her to continue teaching, she said.
“She inspires me to continue to look for the small moments, celebrate all the wins, and always be an  
advocate for all students,” Hillier said.
Hillier is also motivated by her other students, she said.
“The look on a student’s face when they master a new skill, the number of times I hear “I love you Mrs. 
Hillier,” the cards and pictures, the tough students that end up being your favorite students by the end  
of the year are the things that continue to inspire me.”
When asked how she felt when she found out that she was an Amazing Teacher award winner,  
Hillier said that she was “flattered and honored” to be chosen when there are “many teachers who  
deserve recognition.”
“It is always nice no matter what profession you are in to be recognized for your efforts,” Hiller said.  
“This will continue to light the fire from within me to keep advocating for my students and my school,  
and it means the world to me that someone took the time out of their day to be an advocate for me.”
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