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BEN BROOKS, USGS
USGS Geologists Beth Haddon and Josie Nevitt measure fault displacement along the principal rupture on July 7, 2019 between Ridgecrest and Trona.

Lessons learned: Ridgecrest quake 
sequence a boon to science, says USGS

The folks on the ground were all shak-
en up, but to the scientific community
the Ridgecrest earthquake sequence of
July 4 and 5, 2019 provided a wealth of
important information.

In a recent interview with the Daily In-
dependent, USGS Director Jim Reilly
described the Ridgecrest series as the
best-imaged in California to date provid-
ing what he called an “incredible” ben-
efit to scientific studies. Reilly said sci-
entists were able to picture what was
happening deeper in the earth and in
more detail than ever before.

“For the first time we have really got
a good three-dimensional picture of
what is happening within the California
shear zone [also known as Walker Lane
to geologists],” he said.

The Ridgecrest area sits atop not a sin-
gle fault line but rather a complex fault
zone. Data from the Ridgecrest quakes
continues to add to the understanding of

these underlying fault complexes and
how they interact as well as the science
of earthquakes in general.

Reilly compared fault zone imaging to
three-dimensional medical images of
the human body showing the body,
bones and soft tissues.

“We’re doing that now with the earth,
literally,” he said “Pretty impressive, the
detail that we can see. Not only where
the [breaks] are happening but when
and at what depth.”

So pronounced are the surface breaks
that they are visible from space.

The scientific community has taken
notice; an estimated 34 papers on the
topic are in the works and there will
doubtless be more.

“That gives you a sense of the scale of
the scientific enterprise going on in
terms of the research,” Geophysicist
Ken Hudnut from USGS said. “It’s in-
credible the wealth and the quality of the
data.”

What’s next?
Despite all the new technologies and

input from quakes such as the ones in
Ridgecrest, experts are cautious in pre-
dicting what can happen next.

Cal USGS Seismologist Susan Hough
called this the “$64,000 question” and
said, “we wish we knew but there is re-
ally no way to say.”

One thing representatives from USGS
more or less agreed on is that the June 3
5.5 earthquake in Ridgecrest does not
change the odds of another large after-
shock from the 7.1 last July 5.

In the past USGS said there was a 29
percent chance of a 5 or larger and a 3
percent of 6 or higher and 1/300 chance
of a 7 or higher quake following the 7.1.
That remains the same.

“It wasn’t all that big, it still was
within the umbrella of the magnitude
7.1,” Hough said, adding that the fore-
cast remains the same for the immedi-
ate Ridgecrest zone.

Hough said some secondary after-
shocks of 3 and 4 magnitude earth-
quakes to the south may be felt after the
June 3 quake, but “everything we know
tells us that the overall aftershock se-

quence from the 7.1 is continuing to die
down.”

She described the diminishing after-
shocks as similar to the last complaints
of a kid who doesn’t want to go to bed.

The recent 5.8 quake near Lone Pine
does not play into the Ridgecrest prob-
abilities, although that area is also being
watched for future activity.

“We haven’t reset the clock for the 7.1
but now Lone Pine has its own clock,”
Hough said. “That sequence is just dy-
ing down pretty quickly, which is reas-
suring.”

As she told the DI previously, Hough
repeated that there are never any blan-
ket assurances in this state.

“We can assure [people] that the after-
shocks are dying down, [but] the prob-
ability never goes to zero in Califor-
nia,” she said.

“The odds of having something else big
right there in Ridgecrest might be low but
you are still sitting in the middle of that
shatter pattern.”

By Jessica Weston
City Editor
jweston@ridgecrestca.com

See LESSONS, B10
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The campus of Richmond Elementary School is seen soon after the earthquakes last year, with a letter missing from
the sign. The school sustained significant damage, but with a new campus on the horizon thanks to Department of
Defense grants, the decision was made to move students to the old Vieweg Elementary campus until the new Rich-
mond is built.

How SSUSD is still feeling
the impact of the quakes

A significant portion of Ridge-
crest’s schools were impacted and
damaged by the 7.1 earthquake on
July 5, 2019.

Out of all of the schools within
SSUSD, Richmond Elementary
and Gateway sustained the most
damage. Richmond sustained sig-
nificant structural damage, while
Gateway sustained significant wa-
ter damage. 

“Back on July 4, 2019, we all
remember that first large quake,
the 6.4. While that quake rattled

us, it really did not cause any se-
vere damage throughout the dis-
trict,” said Sierra Sands Unified
School District’s superintendent
Dave Ostash.

“It was the 7.1 magnitude quake
on July 5 that caused serious…
damage.”

SSUSD has been able to repair all
damages, with the exception of
the ceiling damage in the Parker
Performing Arts Center at Bur-
roughs High School.

“Due to Cal OES (California
Governor’s Office of Emergency
Services) rules and regulations,
the PPAC could not be classified as
exigent work, which meant many

additional steps are required in
the process for repair. The good
news is we are much closer to
completing the PPAC repairs than
we are from the start of the re-
pairs,” Ostash said.

The district had a handful of in-
dividuals and groups that assisted
with the repairs. Included in this
group was the Red Cross, an enti-
ty that Ostash specifically remem-
bered because SSUSD allowed the
Red Cross to use Murray Middle
School’s gym as a sort of “camp”. 

“At the end of the summer…
the Red Cross leadership team

By Lauren Jennings
Sports Editor
ljennings@ridgecrestca.com

See SSUSD, B10

PHOTO COURTESY RIDGECREST CINEMAS
A team of structural engineers last July assess damage in
theater one prior to coming up with a game plan for re-
pair.

Theater 
weathers
quakes, stalls
with COVID-19

One of the remarkable
aspects of the Ridgecrest
earthquake sequence was
the lack of human fatali-
ties despite it being the
biggest earthquake in
California for 20 years.
Things may have turned
out very differently if one
employee at the Ridge-
crest Cinemas had made a

different decision.
Assistant General Man-

ager Amanda Diaz made
the call to shut down the
multi-screen theater
complex following the 6.4
earthquake July 4 and in
doing so may have saved
lives. When the 7.1 hit the
following day the building
was empty and no one
was killed or injured when
the roof in theater one

By Jessica Weston
City Editor
jweston@ridgecrestca.com

See THEATER, B10
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Hit with 2 major quakes and coronavirus within a
year, Ridgecrest Strong takes on new meaning

It has been 12 months since
two earthquakes shook Ridge-
crest and the surrounding area
to its core. Residents have
gradually adjusted to the new
normal, coming to terms with
the fact that returning to the
way things were before just is-
n’t possible. The region has
been hit with thousands of af-
tershocks over the past year,
and each time a phone beeps in
alarm or a boom sounds in the
distance, the city braces itself
for another big one.

So far that hasn’t come.
Instead, the city has been hit

with another catastrophe, one
that many say has caused more
damage than the magnitude
6.4 and 7.1 earthquakes that
shook the region on July 4 and
5 of last year.

The coronavirus may be im-
pacting the entire world, but
the pandemic has struck Ridge-
crest at a particularly vulnera-
ble time. For the second Inde-
pendence Day in a row, cele-
brations have been curtailed
due to unforeseen circum-
stances. And for Ridgecrest, a
city that has sprung up around
a state-of-the-art Navy base,
the loss could sting more than
in other areas.

But far worse than any loss of

a celebration is the sense of
unknowing that has come with
the pandemic. At least with an
earthquake, there was a clear
path forward.

“There isn’t anything fixable
about this. The earthquake, we
could recover from. We could
fix what we had to. We could fix
what we were able to with
grants and with help and hun-
dreds and hundreds of peo-
ple,” said Ridgecrest Mayor
Peggy Breeden. “How do you
deal with a pandemic? We
don’t have a process to follow.
You’ve got to do the best you
can.”

Persistent fear

On the morning of June 24,
the people of Ridgecrest were
shaken once again by a magni-
tude 5.8 earthquake that struck
80 miles to the north, near Lone
Pine in Inyo County. While the
community has grown used to
the rumblings caused by small
aftershocks, the strength of
this quake rekindled old fears.

Jamie Callahan, an office
manager for the Ridgecrest
Chamber of Commerce, was
attending a local job fair when
the shaking started. She de-
scribed the fear rippling
through the crowd as everyone
realized what was happening.

“They looked really nervous,
just that dead stark look on

their faces,” she said. “That
fear isn’t gone.”

Callahan still vividly remem-
bers the two major earthquakes
from last year. The first struck
while she was having a Fourth
of July barbecue with her fam-
ily. While the first was “pretty
scary,” the second, which oc-
curred at 8:19 p.m., was al-
most incomparable.

“It was just the crackling of
the earth. The way it was lift-
ing you off the ground and
knocking you down. It was
pretty violent,” she said, adding
that telephone poles bounced
off her house during the quake

LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO
Ridgecresy mayor Peggy Breeden motions while declaring “Ridgecrest rocks” during a town hall meeting in the aftermath of the July 2019 earthquakes.

See STRONG, B9

By Sam Morgen
Bakersfield Californian



Ayear ago July 5 I
was crunching on
foot through

warm asphalt wearing
flimsy shoes to photo-
graph a house fire while
texting Sports Editor
Lauren Jennings imme-
diately after the second
Ridgecrest earthquake.
As a joke I texted, “Is it
too late to re-do the
front page?” along with
a photo of the fire. 

I was kidding but
that’s pretty much what
she did. In a moment of
supreme adaptiveness
Lauren added a banner
update to our latest edi-
tion reporting on the 7.1
quake, while working
from a brewery — this
last detail I didn’t know
until I saw her interview
with Christine Kim from
NBCLA on TV later.

The DI’s speed and re-
sponsiveness so im-
pressed CNN that they
did an article on our
newsroom and my pho-
tos of the fire were used
all over the world as
some of the first images
of the biggest earth-
quake in California for
20 years.

It was like nothing I
had ever been through
before, an experience
most surreal. I had no
doubt that that weekend
would go down as the

strangest period in my
life, but I was wrong.

If someone had told
me a year later Lauren
and I would be reporting
on the one-year an-
niversary of said quakes
from home because a
deadly pandemic had
swept the globe causing
a health crisis of historic
proportions, I would
have assumed we were
all traveling down some
Alice-in-Wonderland
wormhole where any-
thing is possible.

That may well be true,
but here we are. It’s the
one-year anniversary of
the now-named Ridge-
crest Earthquake se-
quence and I am sup-
posed to write some-
thing about my experi-
ence of the time.

I did a blow-by-blow

account of what I went
through back then, so
this will be more im-
pressionistic. To estab-
lish my earthquake cre-
dentials, yes I was in
Ridgecrest for both
quakes and reporting
the whole time. It was a
whole lot of hours and
not much sleep and
what I remember now is
in bits and pieces. The
whole thing was an ex-
perience outside of
time.

I remember driving
from the office at 4 a.m.
July 6, after hanging
around to film CNN’s
morning show via
Skype. I remember the
utter silence, the sum-
mertime warmth and
seeing people sleeping in
their yards because they
were afraid to go back
inside.

Other memories in-
clude attending the
press conference with
Governor Newsom, see-
ing our city leaders
fanned out behind him
in City Hall and know-
ing they were getting
even less sleep than I
was.

Newsom talked about
California as earthquake
territory and how this is
linked somehow to what
makes our state so mag-
ical. I agree. I also re-
member a sermon by
Pastor Eddie Thomas at
Victory Baptist Church
the following day,
where he tackled the
same question from a
theological perspective.
These two moments
stand out as a first stab
at working through the
experience on a philo-
sophical level. It felt

cathartic and both times
I nearly cried. Prior to
that I was just reacting,
reacting, reacting in
work mode.

The most haunting
memory to me was the
time lag between the
first earthquake and the
second. If you weren’t
here it is impossible to
describe. We had been
through a 6.4 quake and
resilience was kicking
in. People were cleaning
things up and feeling
good. But something
hung in the air, and not
just in retrospect. Hun-
dreds of aftershocks
continued. It was un-
nerving. That statistics
we kept hearing were
something like a one in
15 chance of a bigger
event to follow, but it
felt more certain than
that. Some people had a
bad feeling that this
wasn’t over yet.

And they were right.
When the bigger one hit,
there was a feeling of “I
knew that was coming”
at least for me. My mom
and I were driving back
from dinner at Casa Co-
rona, a good place for a
last meal. I had my cam-
era with me. My mom
pulled over to the side of
the road, the car
bounced up and down
and the rest is history. It
wasn’t that bad. At least
until the work began.

My mom’s alternate
plan for that night was
to take in a movie. As-
sistant General Manager
Amanda Diaz who made
the decision to close
Ridgecrest Cinemas may
well have saved her life,
along with many others.

But the period be-

tween the two quakes,
the waiting haunts me
still. Part of me wonders
why we didn’t all get the
hell out of Dodge? I
know I wouldn’t have. I
would have stayed and
done my job. But it is
disturbing to realize we
could have.

It also haunts me be-
cause the eye of the tor-
nado, lull-between-
the-storms quiet re-
minds me of what we are
going through now,
with COVID-19. We are
waiting for the other
shoe to fall.

‘Today in History’
One of my jobs at the

DI is to lay out a section
called “Today in Histo-
ry.” If you read the pa-
per you have probably
seen it. Part of the sec-
tion includes listings for
“Ten years ago,” “Five
years ago,” and so on.

I have wondered off
and on whether any-
thing I am part of will
ever make that list. But
it caught me by surprise
when it did.

Today’s listing reads
“One year ago. The
strongest earthquake in
20 years shook a large
area of Southern Cali-
fornia and parts of Ne-
vada, causing injuries
and damage in the town
of Ridgecrest, near the
epicenter. (A stronger
quake would follow a
day later.)”

So I guess it’s official.
It would have been nice
if they mentioned
Trona, but we are a part
of history.

I can’t wait to see
what the next year
brings.

RIDGECREST STRONG!
CERRO COSO
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Better futures
begin here.

NOW REGISTERING
FOR FALL 2020

College . . . it
really can change

everything!

Affordable - Accredited - Convenient
A leader in online education

since 1997

760-384-6100
www.cerrocoso.edu
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July 4, 2019 to July 4, 2020: ‘What a long,
strange trip it’s been’

Jessica Weston
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As we remember
last year’s earth-
quakes, I felt com-

pelled to write about the
experience I had as a
Ridgecrest journalist…
that was in Orange
County visiting family
at the time of the
quakes.

This was bittersweet.
Let me tell you why.

On July 4, Ridgecrest
was hit by a massive 6.4
foreshock. Multiple in-
juries were reported and
two fires broke out as a
result of the earthquake.
Evacuations occurred,
gas and power lines were
threatened.

It came out of
nowhere, and soon the
real impact of the earth-
quake would be felt. 

—
On July 4, I was woken

up by an earthquake. I
checked twitter to see
“Ridgecrest earthquake”
starting to trend, and
my heart sank. I was in
Mission Viejo, more
than 100 miles away.

My parents texted me,
Los Angeles friends got
in contact and my best
friend phoned in from
Colorado. I was incredi-
bly thankful that I

missed the quake itself
— I don’t know that I
would have done any-
thing but panic and
freeze, honestly.

After checking in with
those who were in
Ridgecrest and realizing
that although the earth-
quake was large, the
majority of people I
spoke to said they were
okay.

I worked remotely
with editors as much as I
could, but there is only
so much you can do.

—
July 5, at around 8:19

p.m., Ridgecrest was hit
with a massive 7.1
earthquake. Only a few
earthquakes in Califor-
nia have been larger,

none of which have oc-
curred after 2000.

Power lines went
down, with stores and
residencies reporting
massive amounts of
damage. Rockslides
were also reported,
along with massive
cracks in the surround-
ing highways. It was un-
like anything that
Ridgecrest had ever
seen.

—
I was on the road,

heading towards a
brewery in Oceanside.
As we were prepping to
exit the freeway, I got
inundated with phone
calls, text messages and
emails asking about the
earthquake that just hit
Ridgecrest…

I missed it. Again.
This time it was for

the best. I was the only
person with internet, as
the DI’s power went out.
We were about to go to
press when the quake
hit. Luckily, our page

designer had internet
access as well.

—
Our city editor, Jessi-

ca, was on China Lake
Boulevard when the
quake hit. I remember
her telling me of the
street itself rolling. The
DI building had ceiling
tiles displaced, laying all
over desks, computers
and printers. The power
was down and we were
coming up on deadline.

—
We got out of the car

and approached the
brewery quickly.
Friends ordered drinks
but I b-lined it to a table.
I needed to write up all
of the information that
was being sent to me so
we could try to get it
submitted in time. All of
this had to be done on
my phone, on google
docs and it couldn’t be
fancy. In fact, if I re-
member correctly, it
was a sentence or two
and some bullet points

because that is all we
had room for. But we got
the information out
there and I felt as if we
did our jobs.

—
The aftermath of the

earthquake was unbe-
lievable. Buildings that
were standing when I
had left for the week
were no longer there.
Our offices were unrec-
ognizable. Ridgecrest as
a whole felt… different.
But not necessarily in a
bad way. I got to see
things from an out-
sider’s perspective. I
watched the town halls,
like thousands of others
did from all over the
United States.

We showed the world
how strong Ridgecrest
really is. We stood
strong, together. And as
we remember the earth-
quakes a year later, I
hope that beyond re-
membering the bad, that
we can focus on the
good as well. 

Ridgecrest’s
Finest Hotel

Great weekend
and holiday

rates available

113 E Sydnor Ave
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

760-446-1630

“The twin earthquakes that rocked 
Ridgecrest one year ago and thousands 
of aftershocks since may have damaged 

property, buckled roads, and rattled 
nerves, but they did not break the spirit 

of the community. 

Ridgecrest Strong!”

Paid for by Vince Fong for Assembly 2020

~ Assemblyman Vince Fong

On July 4th and 5th of
last year we rocked!!

We came together as a community
and stood strong helping our

friends and neighbors.

One year later we continue to
grow, help, support and stand

behind and alongside each other.

We are Ridgecrest. We are strong.

Vaughn Realty
vaughnrealty.com
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Remembering the quakes from 100 miles away

Lauren Jennings

ShakeAlert® is not per-
fect, but it is a work in
progress with the poten-
tial of significantly im-
proving public safety.
That was the word from
Robert-Michael de Groot
of the USGS Earthquake
Science Center Pasade-
na Field Office.

The alert malfunc-
tioned in a very public
way May 21, when people
in Ridgecrest and else-
where received a false
alarm that a quake was
on the way.

De Groot, who is the
go-to guy for questions
about ShakeAlert®, said
the alert was sent out by
mistake and the issues
that caused it have since
been fixed. He explained
how the false alert hap-
pened.

“It had to do with the
actual ShakeAlert® sys-
tem itself in terms of the

detection and the pro-
cessing centers,” he said.
“It happened at a loca-
tion where our IT team
was working on basically
making the system bet-
ter.”

De Groot said the false
alert went out on one
channel only, for wire-
less emergency alerts, and
no one was aware the alert
had been sent out until
some time afterwards.

He said the delay in fol-
low-up was because “it
took us a while to recog-
nize what had happened.”

De Groot said the prob-
lem was essentially an IT
error rather than a sci-
entific one and that it has
since been diagnosed and
corrected.

“There was no earth-
quake, there was no actu-
al event in the field that
triggered the system,” he
explained.

“This was the first time
that we have had to do
that,” he added, “the first
process of actually send-

ing out a false message to
people. We had never
done it before.”

De Groot said that er-
rors such as this are “just
part of the learning
process,” but he under-
stands the reaction of
people who panicked
upon receiving the alert.

“I am totally with folks
who got the message and
were justifiably freaked
out about it,” he said.

De Groot said the sys-
tem is still in testing mode
and “there’s always a
chance of a false alert go-
ing out. this is the nature
of the system but this par-
ticular issue has been re-
solved.”

Alerts received after
the quake?

Then there are the peo-
ple complaining of receiv-
ing the alert after the
quake. This, unfortunate-
ly, is an unavoidable pos-
sibility because of the lim-

ShakeAlert app aims to
improve public safety 
By Jessica Weston
City Editor
jweston@ridgecrestca.com

See ALERT, B10



We Remember
The Shake

We All
Rebounded

Through It All
We Are Stronger

Together

From The Staff At

July 4-5, 2020  www.ridgecrestca.com   B9

and her collection of antique
bottles shattered. “It was just
really hard to imagine that
everything was coming down,
crumbling, and not being able
to get out the door and find
something to get under.”

A complete reckoning of the
damage caused by both earth-
quakes has not yet happened. In
Ridgecrest, most of the earth-
quake’s devastation was limit-
ed to tens of thousands of
cracks that have sprouted in
the roads and buildings of the
city.

“Most of the damage, 98 per-
cent, was cracks in walls,” said
Ridgecrest Public Works Di-
rector Bard Lower. “Things
that when you have structures
built around windows and
doors, they don’t want to
move, and when the rest of the
house is moving, you get
cracks.”

He said 46 miles of cracks
had been identified in Ridge-
crest’s major roads. Over the
last year, some of those cracks
have grown to be inches wide.
The city is in the process of
filling in those cracks, but Low-
er acknowledged long-term
damage had nevertheless been
done to local roads.

Still, by many accounts, the
city got off easy. Many of its
buildings were built after the
state strengthened earthquake
codes, leaving most structures
resilient to even large quakes.
However, several older mobile
homes were thrown from their
foundations during the earth-
quakes, and about 80 build-
ings were deemed unfit for
habitation.

Rebecca Graves, an adminis-
trative analyst for the Ridge-
crest Public Works Depart-
ment, hopes the true extent of
last year’s earthquakes is not
lost.

“A lot of people lost every-
thing,” she said. “Most people
had some broken things and
there was a huge emotional im-
pact. There are still adults and
kids who are scared to be in
their homes sometimes. There
are people who literally
moved.”

A rough year

For those who have stayed,
the last year has been fraught
with challenges. Many busi-
ness owners have had to shoul-
der the costs of recovery only to
be forced to close by the state’s
coronavirus restrictions.

“The first disaster was not
quite as big of a deal. It was re-
ally easy to jump back in and
open and there were still
movies being released,” said
Kelly Walden, a manager at
Ridgecrest Cinemas.

The theater became one of
the worst-hit buildings in
Ridgecrest after the roof above
one of its showrooms collapsed.
Although the roof has been re-
paired, the pandemic halted
the work that needed to be done
to clean up the inside of the
damaged room.

“I can see this being a much
more challenging year than last
year was,” Walden said. “And
I can see this year being prob-
ably challenging for a long time
to come.”

For Flight Line Tap Room,
which was in the process of
starting up last July, the last 12
months have been particularly
challenging. After opening for
the first time in January, the
craft beer haven was forced to
close following Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s order this week.

The business opened up on
June 26, only to have the gov-
ernor close indoor activities in
restaurants and bars the next
day.

“When customers get that
back and forth, you lose them,”
said Caiti Whitfield, who owns
Flight Line with her husband.
“People just say, ‘I’ll go to the
grocery stores for beer.’”

Although curbside pickup is
available, Whitfield predicted it
would be difficult to make ends
meet. Despite being “110 per-
cent” stressed about the busi-
ness’s future, she said she and
her husband were determined
to remain open.

“All we want to do is ensure
our customers is we’re going to
be here,” she said. “Failing and
closing is not an option for us.”

The true cost
While many buildings in

Ridgecrest may have been built
after strong earthquake codes
were put in place, the same
cannot be said for the Navy
base just outside that is rough-
ly 85 percent of the town’s eco-
nomic base.

According to early estimates,
Naval Air Weapons Station
China Lake sustained about
$5.3 billion worth of damage
during the two earthquakes.
The shaking caused braces to
snap in hangars, bolts in ce-
ment walls to come apart and
the foundations of major facil-
ities to crack, rendering them
unsafe, according to David
Janiec, executive director of
China Lake Alliance, an advo-
cacy organization that sup-
ports the community and mis-

sion of the base.
He said that although most of

the external damage has been
cleaned up, more must be done.

“They put things together
with baling wire and duct tape
— except (it was done safely) —
and they are in temporary facil-
ities,” he said. “They are doing
workarounds, but you’ve got to
fix it for the long term.”

A big show of support came
from Congress, which has
proved to be dedicated to re-
pairing the base. In December,
legislators approved about $3
billion for repairs, which could
result in up to 1,500 workers
descending in the nearby area
to fix the damage. Ridgecrest
officials are considering a plan
to build temporary housing to
hold all of the workers.

The unprecedented invest-
ment leaves Janiec and others
optimistic about the future of
the town.

“What’s incredible about this
is that when this is all done,
China Lake will be one of the
most modern (Department of
Defense) laboratories and test
centers in the nation,” said
Scott O’Neil, executive direc-
tor of the Indian Wells Eco-
nomic Development Corp.
“That’s kind of one of the silver
linings of all this.”

Janiec likes to refer to the
investment in a different way.

“The community and the
base are the dog that caught the
pickup truck,” he says.

Now, all the community has
to do is take advantage of the
catch.

Moving forward
Evadne Wright, a major in

the local chapter of the Salva-
tion Army, said the earthquakes
brought her closer to her neigh-
bors, even if it was under
strange circumstances.

“It was like a street party be-
cause there were neighbors that
I did not know,” she said of
the night of the second quake.
“We all introduced ourselves
out in the middle of the road
because we were all too rattled
to be in the house.”

The connectedness has stuck
with Ridgecrest for the last 12
months. Residents have been
known to repeat the mantra
“Ridgecrest Strong,” as if to
remind themselves to keep
fighting. They helped each oth-
er out during the earthquake,
and now they are helping each
other get through the coron-
avirus.

“We’ve got an amazing com-
munity here in Ridgecrest,”
Wright said. “They come out
and they support everything.
Now, people that would have
been some of our donors last
year are the ones who are need-
ing to be assisted. So that shows
what you give out comes back
to you.”

But for Mayor Breeden, the
worries persist even as she wit-
nesses the strength in the city.

She has worries about the
businesses within the city that
will not make it through the
forced shutdowns, and about
how the people employed by
those businesses might fare.
However, she said the repairs
that were going to take place at
the base, and the hordes of
workers who would come to
the city to spend money in sup-
port of local businesses, made
her optimistic for the future.
And, of course, she mentioned
Ridgecrest’s now-famous re-
siliency, including the city’s
willingness to unite in the face
of adversity.

“Will we have some issues
we’re going to have to deal
with? Absolutely, but we are
OK,” she said. “The communi-
ty came together and saw the
need for working together and
making it happen. We could
have simply said ‘What are we
doing this for?’ But we didn’t,
because we are a community.”

STRONG
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PHOTO COURTESY ROBYN NEWCOMB
A dog examines the fault scarp soon after the July 2019 Ridgecrest earthquakes.



thanked us profusely and
said that the people of
our valley are among the
most grateful and wel-
coming people they’ve
ever met. 

“Specifically, we were
thanked for being a school
district who immediate-
ly and continually com-
municated with the Red
Cross, thereby allowing
them to quickly deploy
here and begin helping
our recovery effort,” Os-
tash said.

Jamie Callahan, Ridge-
crest Chamber of Com-

merce Office Manager,
echoed Ostash’s words
about the Red Cross.

“They (the Red Cross)
helped the community
out of the Kerr McGee
center with cots, show-
ers, clothes and food
services to talk to family
members and help them
through the disaster.
They truly were our life

savers, amongst the love
in our community with
such kind hearted people
who donated so much,”
she said.

Ridgecrest has contin-
ued to feel aftershocks
caused by last year’s
quake, and fortunately,
Sierra Sands has not seen
any additional serious
damage. Ostash noted
that they have seen cracks
in asphalt and cement,

but that the specific dam-
age listed does not im-
pact their ability to re-
main open, safely.

SSUSD is currently
working on plans to re-
open safely, including us-
ing social distancing
modifications due to the
recent pandemic. 

“As we come upon the
anniversary I have two
thoughts — one, that we
acted as a community as

we always do — we took
care of people as best as
humanly possible,” Os-
tash said.

“And two, we need to
continue to be thoughtful
about any continuing
challenges or hardships
that may exist for some
community members.
When we are confronted
with challenges, we al-
ways put people first in
this community.”

Scientists continue to
monitor nearby areas, in-
cluding the Garlock Fault
and the Owens Valley
Fault Zone.

Hough also said the San
Andreas fault is being
carefully watched. “We
are all sort of worried
about the San Andreas
because that’s the newest
active major fault in
Southern California and it
hasn’t produced a big
earthquake since 1857.”

629 Inyokern Rd • 760-446-4771

We Remember July 4th

and 5th, 2019
As a community we came together
Neighbors became friends and we

all became one

We were there for you then
We are here for you now

And we will be here for you in the future

Come in and see what we have to
offer for your automotive needs
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BEN BROOKS, USGS
USGS geologist Josie Nevitt and geodesist Todd Ericksen
collect a sample from the fault zone of the main rupture.
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“We acted as a community as we 
always do — we took care of people

as best as humanly possible.”
— Dave Ostash

collapsed during the larger
quake.

The theater remained closed
for another three weeks, then
partially reopened just in time
for Ridgecrest audiences to en-
joy Quentin Tarantino’s “Once
Upon a Time in Hollywood”
among other new releases.

When the theater reopened
only the left-hand portion of the
building was in use. Theaters
one and two on the right re-
mained closed. The two sec-
tions were divided by a wood-
en barrier, which became a
symbol of the community’s re-

silience as theater-goers
scrawled messages of comfort
and hope beneath a huge block-
letter message saying “Ridge-
crest Strong.”

After an estimated $125,000
in repairs, Manager Kelly
Walden said she got the OK to
reopen the front snack bar and
theater two just as the first
week of COVID-19 lockdown
orders hit.

Despite the shutdown,
Walden stepped up and kept
the community entertained
with socially-distanced drive-
in movie nights in front of the
theater.

Ridgecrest Cinemas later re-
opened again, only to be shut
down yet again July 1 when
Governor Gavin Newsom
cranked up restrictions on Cal-

ifornia counties he said were
showing signs of increased
COVID-19 infections.

The roof has been repaired for
awhile and all that remains is
some work inside such as in-
stalling speakers, chairs and
wiring. But COVID-19 has
changed everything. As of
Thursday, Walden said she had
no idea when she would be al-
lowed to reopen.

“I don’t know at this point,”
she said about reopening plans.
She added at this point her goal
is keeping the theater open,
presumably rather than closing
for good.

Walden added, “I am not go-
ing to give up, I am going to do
my best and continue to keep
trying to provide something for
the community.”

THEATER
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“I am not going to give up, I am going to do
my best and continue to keep trying to 

provide something for the community.”
— Ridgecrest Cinemas manager Kelly Walden

PHOTO COURTESY RIDGECREST CINEMAS
The view looking up in theater one last July after the earthquakes.

its of earthquake reporting.
“There is a really good chance

that if you are close to the
source of the earthquake, you
probably will get that alert af-
ter the shaking has arrived at
your location,” de Groot said.

This has to do with the rate
seismic waves travel and the
time required to detect the
quake.

The closer you are to the epi-
center, the more quickly you
feel the quake and that can hap-
pen more quickly than the time
required to process and send

the alert.
“If you are right on top of the

earthquake, no system is going
to be fast enough,” de Groot
said.

This is why protective action
is so important. “If you feel
shaking, take a protective action
drop cover and hold on.”

De groot added that the
ShakeAlert® “was never in-
tended as a panacea” and the
hope is people will continue
taking appropriate protective
actions.

The ShakeAlert® Earthquake
Early Warning System is being
implemented across the three
west coast states of California,
Oregon and Washington. The
public delivery alert system is
being tested in California only,

but will eventually be used by
the other two states.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
caused some delays, but the
hope is to start testing the alert
system in Oregon and Wash-
ington sometime in 2021.

The information in California
is routed through various apps,
but all data related to earth-
quake alerts is from the USGS.

Over 1,000 seismometers in
the three states pick up ground
motion and send that informa-
tion to one of three processing
centers: one in Pasadena, one in
the bay area and one Seattle.

In a nutshell, that information
is processed very quickly and a
decision is made whether to is-
sue an alert. If an alert is issued,
USGS basically packages up the

information and hands it off to
people who run apps.

De Groot said there are three
apps in California, one devel-
oped by the city of Los Angeles
which only operates in LA
County, and two-state wide
alerts: QuakeAlertUSA from
Early Warning Labs, and
Myshake out of UC Berkeley. All
of them consume USGS data
when sending an alert.

“The tag line we use is they
are all powered by Shake Alert,”
de Groot said.

The USGS uses consistent
wording, but the alert may look
different depending on users
cell phone providers and apps.

The ShakeAlert® system has
been up and running in Califor-
nia and producing alerts for

some time.
Public notification via cell

phones is only part of what
ShakeAlert® does. Information
also goes to everyone from
BART in the bay area, which
uses the alert to slow down its
vehicles, to the LA metro which
does something similar. In all
over 60 partners use the data to
deliver alerts or cause some-
thing automatic to happen such
as slowing a train or telling a bus
opd to slow a bus.

In addition, de Groot said,
another big goal is getting peo-
ple to react quickly when they
receive the texts. The human el-
ement remains key and people
are urged to take protective ac-
tions to drop, cover, and hold on
at the first rumble.

ALERT
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Still Standing Together 
RRH continues to rebuild and recover in 

anniversary of the earthquakes of 7/4 & 7/5
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www.McCarthyforCongress.com

Paid for by Kevin McCarthy for Congress

The community of Ridgecrest 
can look back with pride on its 
response to the largest earthquakes 
that have shook California in  
more than two decades. 

Together, we’ll work to rebuild 

and ensure Ridgecrest and China 

Lake are as strong as ever.”
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