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To our readers:
Sierra Views offers a view of the events,
activities, and fun up and down the Eastern
Sierra and beyond. In this issue, we see many
things to do in Bishop, the Small Town with a
Big Backyard, and from there, we head north
to Mammoth, and south to the Kern River
and Tehachapi.
On the cover:
Summer’s biggest party runs Aug. 29 to Sept. 1 at the
Eastern Sierra Tri-County Fair, including the rodeo, with
a scene from a previous year’s event shown here.
(Photo courtesy of BACCVB)
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Mammoth gears up for Bluesapalooza
BY LAUREN JENNINGS
The Daily Independent

M

ammoth Lakes are officially
ready for their 24th Annual
Party in the Pines: Festival of
Beers and Bluesapalooza.
“At 8,000 feet, our festival unites the
best in craft beer and legendary blues
at altitude,” says Sean Turner of Mammoth Brewing Company, host brewery
of the event. “This year’s lineup is incredible with a mix of celebrated blues
performers and some emerging new
acts.”
The outdoor event takes place Aug.
1-4 at The Woods at Mammoth Lakes.
The first two days focus solely on music, no pun intended, while Saturday
and Sunday will include beer tasting as
well as musical acts.
The weekend tastings include beers
from more than 70 breweries, a lot of
them local, with over 200 beers, ciders
and hard kombuchas on the menu.
How an event like this normally
works, in regards to the tasting, is that
there will be small shade structures set
up for each brewery. Each brewery will
have one, two, maybe even three beers
that you can have a small taster of. You
will carry around a reusable taster cup,
getting to sample as many beers as you
want.
This is why I have found it useful to
bring someone, a friend or a partner,
along. If you get one tasting while your
friend gets another, you can try as
many beers as you can in half the time,
while still staying relatively sober.

Music lineup

The schedule for the main musical
acts is below. There is a second stage
with even more acts performing than
listed below.
Thursday night will run from 4:30
p.m. to 11 p.m. and is labeled “Beyond
Blues.” Some of the acts that Bluesapalooza will be showcasing include
‘Dirty Cello,’ ‘Sal’s Greenhouse,’ and
Shamarr Allen & The Underdawgs.’
Friday night runs from 4 p.m. to
11:30 p.m. and is called the “Rock ‘n’
Blues” event, with acts Reverend Tall
Tree & The Blackstrap Brothers, Emily
Wolfe, Popa Chubby, and Karl Den-

PHOTO COURTESY OF HARVESTMOON, INC.

A band rocks the stage during a previous
Bluesapalooza event in Mammoth. This
year’s event is set for Aug. 1-4.

son’s Tiny Universe all in the mix.
Saturday is the main event, running
from noon to 11:30 p.m. There will be
a grand tasting from noon to 5 p.m.,
with bars open for the majority of the
event. The main acts for Saturday
night include Kings and Associates,
Cristone “Kingfish” Ingram, Surgaray
Rayford, Mindi Abair & The Boneshakers, and Trombone Short & Orleans Avenue.
The last day of the event, called
“Soulful Sunday,” will run from noon to
6 p.m. The main tasting will take place
from noon to 4 p.m. Acts include
Southern Avenue, Charlie Musselwhite, Jimmie Vaughan, and Buddy
Guy.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

Watering Restrictions
per Ordinance 103
Days

Hours

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

Months

8 pm - 8 am

April 1 - Oct 31

Anytime

Nov 1 - Feb 28

ALL Addresses

In March, transition from the anytime
hours schedule to the 8pm to 8am
schedule above

ALL Addresses

No watering on Mondays

ALL Addresses

Excessive water runoff onto pavement is prohibited

ALL Addresses

No watering within 48 hours of rainfall
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Interesting tidbits
The Mammoth Festival of Beers and
Bluesapalooza originated 24 years ago
in the Whiskey Creek Restaurant parking lot. There were just 10 breweries in
attendance, with “a handful of beerlovers.”
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Scenes from a
previous
Bluesapalooza
event in Mammoth.
This year’s event is
set for Aug. 1-4.

According to the event’s website,
“The idea behind the event was simple
— have some fun and introduce Mammoth locals to the joys of handcrafted
beers. The second year we threw in
some real blues and a lot more breweries, and we’ve never looked back.”
Every week on the event’s website,
Amy Smith posts an interesting article
about something related to Bluesapalooza. The past two weeks have
been articles about breweries that are
participating in the event. The article
prior was about Bluesapalooza attire.
The website has some good reads if

Desert Area Resources and Training
201 E. Ridgecrest Blvd. • Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Our Mission, Their Dreams

Since 1961...

Join Us For A
Great Meal
• Gourmet Sauces
• Daily Specials
• Catering Service
• Full Bar

760-446-8000 • 1337 N. China Lake Blvd.

www.caseyssteaksbbq.com

you are interested in the event as a
whole, or just local breweries or craft
beer in general.

Ticketing information
The event does have tickets still
available at the time of this writing. A
single Thursday day ticket is $25 a
person. A single ticket for Friday is $55
a person. A Saturday music-only ticket
is $85 a person, but the blues/brews
ticket is already sold out. A Sunday
music-only ticket is $65 a person, and
a blues/brews ticket costs $85 a person.
There are multi-day passes available
as well. A four-day blues/brews bundle
costs $230 a person. There is also a
four-day music lover pass that costs
$185 a person.
Two-day passes for Friday and Saturday blues/brews combo starts at $160
a person, or you can purchase a Saturday/Sunday blues/brews passes for
$175 a person.
Lastly, you can also purchase a 4-day
ultimate pass for $310 a person. This
includes early access to the event as
well as two food vouchers.
❖

The premier provider of programs and services of the intellectually and developmentally disabled,
in the Indian Wells Valley and surrounding communities of the Central Mojave Desert.
DART is a private, not-for-profit 501 (C) (3).

Fully CARF accredited, State of California Licensed.

• Information and Referral
• Full day Early Childhood Services, infant,
toddler and preschool
• Full time adult employment training program
• Supported Living Services
• Transportation services for those enrolled
• Summer Autism Day Camp, “Artists On The Edge”
program, After School Programs
• Over Fifty Five years of operations
• Thrift Store, Commercial Contracts
• Accepting referrals from the Kern Regional Center
• Document Destruction

dartontarget.org or call 760-375-9787
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Your Local 24/7 News Source
Print, Web, or Mobile

224 E Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-375-4481
www.ridgecrestca.com
m.ridgecrestca.com
facebook.com/thedailyindependent

Stay safe on the powerful Kern River
BY JACK BARNWELL
The Daily Independent

A

s the summer continues into
August and early September,
people are going to look at escaping to the Kern River Valley, Lake
Isabella and the mighty Kern River for
relief.
When people do so, they must remember to take the necessary precautions as the Kern River’s rapids can be
powerful — hence the reason why
county officials are stressing safety.
Kern County Sheriff ’s Sgt. Steve
Williams and other officials stressed
that point during a recent public meeting at the mouth of the Kern River in
June following a spate of drownings
and deaths.
“If you are visiting the river and not
actually going into the river, you are
still in danger,” said Williams. “In the
case of the 11-year-old girl, she was not
swimming but simply walking along
the edge of the river with her friends
and family. In this case, she slipped in
and fell into the river.”
An 11-year-old girl from Bakersfield
was among the latest victims to be lost
in the river. KCSO received reports of
her missing on June 22.
Williams expressed little hope that
the girl is still alive, but noted that
search and rescue teams continue to
look for her body.
“Obviously we have a tragedy with
her,” Williams said.
Three other people have either
drowned or gone missing in the river
or Lake Isabella since the start of June.
Spencer Makaza of Los Angeles was lo-

RODNEY PREUL/DAILY INDEPENDENT

The Kern River.

Just for you, Super Food &
Friendly, too!

Kern County Small Businesswoman
of the Year 2010
11030 Kernville Rd., Kernville, CA

1-760-376-6131

No More Electricity Bills

We offer made-in-America Solar
World© Panels and SMA©
and Enphase© lnverters.

Phone: 760-375-3118 • Fax: 760-375-3166
643 N. China Lake Blvd. Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
cordell.construction@yahoo.com

501 N. China Lake Blvd.
1-760-384-3131
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cated at the French Gulch Marina at
Lake Isabella on June 15, six days after
he was seen jumping from his boat into
the water.
Two teenagers, a 15-year-old and 19year-old from San Bernardino County,
went missing on June 16 after jumping
into the Kern River at Keyesville South.
Both their bodies were found in July.
The Kern River has claimed 96 lives
since 2000. Of those, 39 were from
outside the area.
Williams stressed the Kern River’s
complex nature.
“This river is beautiful, there is no
doubt about that, and can be enjoyable,
but it can also be very, very dangerous
and deadly,” Williams said.
He urged people to take the time to
ensure their safety and the safety of
friends and family, especially young
children.
Aaron Lynman, captain of the Bakersfield Search and Rescue Team,
echoed Williams’ words of safety.
“Watch everybody, stay together and
don’t get too close to the river,” Lynman
said. “Just watch your footing because
there is a lot of smooth granite from
the water ... you could slide off the rock

and fall into the river like the 11-yearold girl could.”
“If you see something wrong, call it in
as soon as possible,” Lynman said.
Brian Baskin, Kern River Search and
Rescue captain, noted that his crews
are continuously in the water on both
the river and lake during since the onset of the first missing persons cases of
the summer.
“We are making sure to bring those
who are missing home,” Baskin said.
“We cannot stress enough how dangerous this river is. There are dangerous
spots on this river that we will not go in
and will not raft.”
He said despite that danger, search
and rescue crews continue to do their
best to search for the missing, and
break apart any visible obstructions
like debris piles and search high rapid
areas.
Baskin stressed that the public’s assistance continues to be valuable by
spreading the message about being safe
while at the Kern River and Lake Isabella.
He also urged people to wear life
vests or personal flotation devices if
there was any chance they would be

Located In The
Heart Of Bishop
Easy Walk To Dining & Shopping

www.RedRoof.com/property/ca/bishop/rri900

How to stay safe:
First and foremost, the Kern River Conservancy urges people to be aware of
their surroundings. Slippery rocks, unstable shorelines or other distractions
can cause accidents.
• Check river and stream conditions before heading out on your adventure and
always let someone know where you
are going and when you will return.
River and stream condition information
may be found at visitor centers, ranger
stations and from weather alerts.
• Inquire about swimming regulations.
At some recreation sites swimming is
not recommended or may even be prohibited. Follow “No Swimming” signs.
• Where allowed, choose swimming
areas carefully. Often hazards are not
visible in what may seem like a good
place to swim or wade.
• Wear a properly fitting life jacket for

near or on the water.
“Also, if you want to go out on the
water (for rafting) please use one of the
area’s outfitters,” he said.
He said his volunteers are out and
about at campsites conducting outreach efforts, especially in light of the
incident with the missing Bakersfield
girl.
“We want to make sure that doesn’t
happen to anyone else,” Baskin said.
“We bring everyone home eventually.
We take this very seriously.”
Baskin noted the operations include
joint operations with his agency, Bakersfield Search and Rescue, Tehachapi
Valley Search and Rescue and China
Lake Mountain Rescue Group.
Countywide, Williams said there are
about 220 volunteers on a daily basis
who assist with search and rescue operations, though the number fluctuates
depending on availability.
“I get as many as I can on any given
Toni Rae Caraker
www.libertytax.com\13359
Smart # 661-771-3238

• FREE Continental Breakfast
• FREE WiFi
• Deluxe Accomodations
• DirecTV w/Large Flatscreens
• Fish Cleaning &
Freezing Facilities
TURN OFF MAIN STREET AT ELM STREET

800-356-3221 • 150 ELM ST, BISHOP • 760-873-3564
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all river activities. Don’t assume you
have the swimming skills to keep you
afloat, even the strongest swimmers
can drown. Free life vest rentals are
available with Kern River Outfitters,
Whitewater Voyages, and Mountain and
River Adventures in Kernville.
• When near rapids or other moving
water, always stay on the established
trails or developed areas.
• Keep a close watch on children even if
they are far from the water. Water
safety for children is especially important as they can quickly enter the water
and get in trouble when your attention
is diverted for only a moment.
• Never walk, play or climb on slippery
rocks and logs near rivers and streams.
• Never swim or wade upstream from a
waterfall, even if the water appears
shallow or calm.
• Be cautious of sudden drop-offs.

day,” Williams said.
Williams said the high water flow is
due to an extremely wet winter, with
the Southern Sierra Nevada snowpack
reaching 187% of normal.
“Once that snow starts melting, it
feeds into our rivers and lakes and then
ends up as madness,” Williams said.
When asked if there are any “safe areas” on the Kern River during the high
water season, Williams couldn’t say
there is any that fit that definition.
“There are certainly areas that are
more dangerous than others,” Williams
said.
However, he stopped short of accepting the river’s moniker of “Killer Kern.”
’Killer Kern’ is to some degree a bit
misleading,” Williams said. “You can
stand by this river all day long and go
home, still get in the river and enjoy it
safely, and still go home at the end of
the day.”
❖

CALL FOR HOURS
Year Round Service
Tax School Inquires
Call for Info

ANTIQUES

COINS and COLLECTIBLES

216 N. Balsam St.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

760-384-1709
979 W. Valley Blvd., Units 2 & 3
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone: (661) 822-0660 & 822-7513
Cell: (661) 428-3601 • Fax: (661) 822-7511
toni.caraker@yahoo.com

Tuesday - Saturday
11am - 6pm
Find Us On Facebook

We sure have a lot going on these days. Only about 2 hours away, Bishop makes the
perfect destination for a quick escape. Whether your idea of fun includes fishing,
hiking, shopping, live entertainment, or pure relaxation, you’ll find it all in Bishop.

Cool off in Bishop
Creek Canyon
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

L

ocals say “20 minutes to lose 20
degrees.” While the mid-day
temperature in downtown is
toasty this time of year, a mere 20
minute drive west on Highway
168/Line Street will transport you to an
alpine environment with tall pine trees,

crystal clear lakes and streams teeming
with trout. Visit Sabrina, South Lake
or Intake II for an afternoon hike or
bring your fishing gear. All lakes and
streams are well stocked this year so
your chances of landing a lunker are
really good. Tip: Consider riding the
ESTA Shuttle from downtown Bishop
up the canyon. The shuttle runs twice
daily and a one-way ticket is only $5.❖

PHOTO BY STUART STEVENSON

PHOTO BY AUSTIN MEADOWS

Shop for local produce and artisan made items
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

T

PHOTO COURTESY OF BACCVB
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he Bishop Paiute Community
Market is every Thursday
evening 5pm until dusk (through
October 3rd). The market features
fresh produce, local art, crafts, food
vendors and live music. Admission is
free and location is Owens Valley
Paiute-Shoshone Cultural Center, 2300
West Line Street. Tip: go a few hours
early and explore the Native American
museum and cultural center. First Friday Markets in Downtown Bishop are
set for August 2nd and September 6th.
Enjoy great food & beverages, live entertainment and shop for unique handmade items on Academy Street from 69pm. Labor Day Arts & Crafts Show in
Bishop City Park August 30th – September 2nd. Dozens of booths featuring art, photography, jewelry, weavings,
wood carving, ceramics, clothing, food,
and more. Friday - Sunday 9am – 6pm.
Monday 9am – 2pm.❖

Don’t miss the Eastern Sierra Tri-County Fair
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

S

ummer’s biggest party runs August 29th – September 1st offering good old-fashioned fun for
the whole family. Carnival rides,
rodeo, contests, demolition derby,
horse show, concerts, vendors and of
course, fantastic fair food! There’s so
much happening this year, you’ll definitely want to go more than once.❖

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BACCVB

Live music is good
for the soul!
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

C

ome on down to the gazebo at
Bishop City Park every Monday
during the summer at 8pm for
free concerts by the Bishop Community
Band. Bring a blanket or lawn chair
and friends. On August 8th, chill out at
the free concert by Adventures in Parrotdise – a Jimmy Buffet Tribute Band
at the Tri-County Fairgrounds & Event
Center. Bishop Community Concerts
Association hosts several live performances each year and there are several

coming soon. August 25th: Golden
West Woodwind Quartet (Free!) September 15th: Sean Stackpoole Jazz
Quartet and October 13th: Don Gato
Latin Band. All performances begin at
3pm at Bishop Union High School Auditorium. For a truly immersive musical experience, don’t miss the Annual
Millpond Music Festival September
20th – 22nd. The world-class music
lineup is complimented by kids’ activities, arts and crafts booths, and food
vendors – all in the beautiful outdoor
setting of the Millpond County Park
just outside of Bishop, CA.❖

PHOTO BY JIM SNEDDON
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Celebrate and
learn about Native
American traditions
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

S

eptember 27th-29th the Paiute
Palace Casino will host the 2019
Pabanamanina Pow Wow. The
event is open to everyone, beginning
with a parade on Friday, California Indian Day. Hundreds of Native Ameri-

can dancers, drummers and others
from around the nation will show off
their regalia and traditional dances.
There will also be kids’ games, music, a
free barbecue, Native American artists
selling wares, an honoring of local veterans and the crowning of Miss Pabanamanina. This is a family friendly,
drug and alcohol free event.❖

PHOTO COURTESY OF BACCVB

Laws Railroad
Museum and Historic
Site is a true Eastern
Sierra treasure!
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

I

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BACCVB

n the 1880’s the Carson and Colorado Railroad Company built a
railroad from Mound House, Nevada to Keeler, California. One of its
stops was Laws. The railroad ceased operation in 1961, but the original depot,
agent’s house, turntable, oil and water
tanks have been preserved. Today those
artifacts stand with other buildings and
exhibits on the grounds of this 11-acre
museum. For a real treat, hop on the
historic Death Valley Railroad Brill Car

for a ride on certain dates. August 3, 17,
21; September 1; November 29 & 30.
Train rides are offered 10:30am2:30pm and cost is $5 per person (kids
ride free with adults.) September 27th
– 29th, Laws will host Curley Fletcher’s
127th Birthday Rendezvous. Amateur
and professional poets and musicians
will gather to celebrate the life of the
prolific American composer. Laws Museum is open daily 9:30am to 4pm; admission by donation. From Bishop, take
Highway 6 north for 4.5 miles. Turn
Right onto Silver Canyon Road and the
museum is on the right.❖

Plan your Eastern Sierra
stay at the Bishop Area
Chamber of Commerce
& Visitors Bureau
BISHOP AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

B

e sure to check in with the Bishop Area Chamber of Commerce
& Visitors Bureau for help in
planning your Big Backyard adventure.

Their friendly, knowledgeable hosts are
eager to share tips to help you make the
most of your stay. Bishop Visitor Center
is at 690 N. Main Street; Open Monday
– Saturday 9am-5pm and Sunday
Noon-4pm. Telephone (760)873-8405.
Online – www.bishopvisitor.com. ❖
PHOTO COURTESY OF BACCVB
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Tehachapi: the
perfect place
for a day trip
BY JESSICA WESTON
The Daily Independent

C

onsider escaping the seasonal heat of the desert with a day trip to
Tehachapi. At a higher elevation than Ridgecrest, the charming small town
provides a cooler recreational equivalent when temperatures begin to

PHOTOS BY JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

ABOVE: A view of Tehachapi’s historic downtown.
BELOW: A scene from “The Foreigner,” a recent production at the BeeKay Theater in
Tehachapi.

climb.
At less than an hour and a half away, Tehachapi offers many options for entertainment.
There’s the historic BeeKay Theater. This landmark was originally built in 1936
by Frank Baumgart and Louis Kanstein. The name comes from the first letter of
each name: B and K. BeeKay, get it?
At one time people came from all over Kern County to view movies at the theater. Now it is home to well-produced and surprisingly inexpensive live theater
productions by the Tehachapi Community Theater. For more information on
these productions, see tctonstage.com
Before the show, be sure to spend some time in the historic courtyard. The side
of the theater boasts a remarkably life-like mural. Real people modeled for it, and
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were painting in costumes authentic to
the era the theater was first built.
Other murals and artwork are also
in evidence downtown. This is an artsy
community and it shows.
While you are in town, don’t forget
about shopping. Downtown Tehachapi
boasts some charming and unique
shops. One called “Stop Staring” is the
storefront for a famous online store
featuring faux-vintage dresses in a
wide range of sizes. The window also
features hand-written thank-you’s
from the likes of Kim Kardashian and
Britney Speaks who apparently have
shopped there.
Plenty of restaurants are also available. One, Kohnen’s Country Bakery, is
a German bakery that has been open
15 years but has baking traditions that
date back to 1683.
Tehachapi produces award-winning
wines and offers wine-tasting at several places. These include Triassic Vineyards at Triassicvinyards.com or 661822-5341; Tehachapi Wine and Cattle
Co. at tehachapiwineandcattlecompany.com and 661-822-9233; and
Dorner Family Vineyard at Dornerfamilyvineyard.com and 661-823-7814,
which was voted “Tehachapi’s best
place to get married.”
The Tehachapi Visitor Center is also
a good place to check out. It is located
at 200 W. Tehachapi Blvd. and is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday
through Monday. Or you can call at
661-825-5003.
The Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum is also worth checking out.
Tehachapi also offers a wealth of seasonal festivals. For more on what this
diverse area has to offer, see Tehachapinews.com/Visitor-Guide.
❖
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Dick Dahlgren was a fly-fishing crusader
BY JIM MATTHEWS
www.OutdoorNewsService.com

D

ick Dahlgren, the man who battled the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to restore permanent flows into Rush Creek
and Mono Lake, died July 9 in Boise,
Idaho, not far from his log cabin home
on the banks of the Big Lost River. Before moving to Idaho, Dahlgren was the
founder of the Mammoth Fly Rodders,
the father of year-around catch-and-release fishing in the Eastern Sierra, and
one of the pioneers in fly-fishing the region.
You will be able to read a lot of regular
obituaries about Dahlgren in different
sources over the coming weeks, but
there are two stories that need to be told
about my 80-year-old friend, and perhaps some battles that need to be rejoined.
Rush Creek: I have been telling people
this week that Dick Dahlgren was the
only person I know to have caught trout
from a dry Eastern Sierra stream. He
then went to court to sue the LADWP —
and win — to restore water flows to that
stream.
That dry stream was Rush Creek.
Since 1941, the City of Los Angeles has
been siphoning water almost all the water draining from the Eastern Sierra and
sending it south to taps and swimming
pools. Rush Creek was one of the many
casualties of that effort, its water completely diverted by the LADWP at the
Grant Lake dam, funneled by flume and
tunnel to the upper Owens River, and
eventually into the Los Angeles Aqueduct. But the El Niño winters of the ear-

ly 1980s sent more snowmelt down the
river canyons than the LADWP could
transport south. Watershed that hadn’t
seen flows in decades below where they
had been diverted by the LADWP had
flows again. Trout washed downstream
from above the diversions into those formerly dry washes — and flourished.
Dahlgren, who lived and fished
throughout the Mammoth Lake region
at that time, happened to be poking
around in the Mono Lake Basin one day
in October, 1984. Only a mile or so above
Mono Lake, Rush Creek was an inviting
looking trout stream and Dahlgren
stopped to look. He probably saw a trout
take something off the surface and dug
out his fly rod. He spent the rest of the
afternoon catching over 100 small trout
to eight- or nine-inches, browns and
rainbows, and even a few brook trout.
Dahlgren starting researching Rush
Creek and found Eldon Vestal, a long retired Department of Fish and Game
fishery biologist, who showed him his
photographs and journals on Rush
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Dick Dahlgren fishing Crowley Lake. Dahlgren, who was an Eastern Sierra fly-fishing
crusader, died July 9 at the age of 80.
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Creek before it was dewatered and when it held a DFG
hatchery that was used to plant trout throughout the
region. The brown trout were two to three pounds in
those days. Dahlgren got excited about what he might
discover in the future on the river, but then he received
some disconcerting news.
Dahlgren was told by a game warden that the LADWP intended to again divert all the flows from Rush
Creek at the dam as soon as fishing season closed, drying up seven miles of the trout stream Dahlgren had
been fishing. He was catching trout from a dry stream.
It was dry before, it would be dry again.
Well, how on now. Did it have to be this way? What
happened in a flurry over the next few days, turned into
a years-long legal battle. A court issued a temporary injunction to protect the trout in the revived river, and
Rush Creek has had permanent flows ever since. The
LADWP was forced to rebuild the first two miles of
Rush Creek from Grant Lake Dam to Highway 395.
[You can hear this story in Dahlgren’s own words in
this wonderful video:
http://www.moldychum.com/the-trout-that-savedmono-lake/.]
Sadly, the lower five miles of Rush Creek have still
not been restored to their former glory, and it broke
Dahlgren’s heart that the LADWP might have lost in
court, but it had won the long game.
CROWLEY LAKE AND THE UPPER OWENS
RIVER: Dick Dahlgren was instrumental in getting

two significant changes made in the upper Owens River
and Crowley Lake drainage during his time in Mammoth Lakes.
The first was the extended trophy trout, catch-andrelease season on Crowley Lake. Once upon a time
Crowley closed to all fishing on July 31, while the general trout season extended until Oct. 31. Spawning brown
trout started massing at the mouth of the Owens River
on Crowley in mid-September, and the rainbows joined
them because of the cooler water flows entering the
lake. The in-the-know anglers would mob the Owens
vying for that last piece of bank at the mouth of the lake
to cast streamers out into the current and have it swing
down into the lake. The big browns and rainbows
would whack the flies just as they approach the edge
flooded river channel, rocketing up out of the channel
to eat the perch minnow imitations.
That last legal spot to stand became the honey spot,
and many anglers simply waded out into the lake in ankle to knee deep water to the edge of the river bank in
the lake and started casting. It was technically illegal,
and since no one was keeping fish the game wardens
had a hard time writing citations.
“I wasn’t fishing, officer. I just waded down the bank
looking at the water. I’d been fishing up river and was
just carrying my rod.”
Dahlgren was brazen when the spot became popular.
He simply walked 100 yards out into the lake and waded over to the channel and started fishing, chuckling

that it should be legal. Eventually it would be, and
Crowley Lake was opened for trophy fishing through
the end of the regular season.
The second was the year-around, catch-and-release
season on the upper Owens River (and other premier
waters that have year-around fishing now). Dahlgren
discovered a loop-hole in the DFG regulations: You
could fish for perch year-around in the state, no exceptions for Mono county. The upper Owens River had
Sacramento perch.
Dahlgren wanted me to write about it and invited me
up during a mild March to fish the upper Owens. He’d
made a discovery. The big rainbows swarmed up out of
Crowley in late winter and early spring in a pre-spawning run movement of fish up the Owens. They stacked
up in the pools and runs below where Hot Creek’s
warm water entered the Owens, escaping the frigid water of the lake. The fishing was phenomenal. Of course,
we were fishing for perch and had to release any trout
we caught by accident.
The DFG promptly closed the loophole, but enough
anglers discovered the great off-season fishing that lobbying began with the DFG’s biologists and Fish and
Game Commission to open a number of waters to yeararound fishing. Today, the upper Owens River, Hot
Creek, and the East and West Walker rivers are open to
year-around, catch-and-release fishing.
These are probably the two most significant actual
changes Dahlgren helped accomplish, but these just
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scratch the surface. He was an ambassador for fly-fishing and the quality waters
in the region. He and I fished Heenan
Lake the first fall it opened to catch-andrelease fishing for the Lahontan cutthroat trout. We hiked into Kirman Lake
to catch “air-brushed footballs” as Dick
called the lavish, gaudily colored brook
trout in their fall spawning colors. And
he hammered on the DFG, along with
the late Rick Rockel at Ken’s Sporting
Good in Bridgeport, to make sure the
brookies were planted each year because
there was little or no natural spawning
took place in the lake. The DFW hasn’t
been planting the brookies in any numbers or at all in recent years.
While everyone else was jostling for a
spot at the mouth of the Owens River,
Dick and I would walk the two miles
across spongy pasture to fish the mouth
of Convict-McGee Creek, fishing alone.
He took me to the fingers of Hilton
Creek in the spring to catch 15 and 16inch spawning rainbows that ran up out
of Crowley into streams you could straddle. He wanted to share the wealth, encouranging me to write about Kirman
and Heenan, and the best places and

times to fish Crowley and the Owens
River. He did an amazing ink map of
Crowley Lake with the top fishing spots
and how to fish the lake that is still published and sold in the region.
More than sharing, he wanted to make
sure the fishery resources were protected
for future generations. Besides Rush
Creek, he battled with cattle grazers so
all the water wasn’t diverted out of the
little streams around Crowley (and other
waters in Idaho) in an effort to protect
the fry that had been naturally produced
into those water. His motto was that you
don’t help the fishery when you dump
the fry out into pastures every summer
instead of letting them get back into the
lake.
He fought against more geothermal
plants near Hot Creek, fearing it would
harm that amazing fishery or ruin the
DFG’s Hot Creek Fish Hatchery. He battled against ranchers who sought to
block access from public fishing on several Sierra rivers. He was a constant
thorn in the DFG’s, U.S. Forest Service’s,
and LADWP’s side if they did anything
that might threaten one of his fisheries.
And he was great at sharing his enthusi-

asm and getting others involved.
When I met Dahlgren, there was a
section on one sporting goods shop in
Mammoth devoted to fly-fishing, and
there were no guides working the region.
Today, there are fly shops in Bishop,
Mammoth, and Bridgeport, and there
are well over 100 guides who work at
least some of the year in this part of the
Eastern Sierra. I certainly won’t say he
was responsible for all that, but he was
on the ground floor that built the foundation for that passion.
At the beginning of this story, I told
about how Dick Dahlgren caught trout
from a dry river, which is quite a feat for
any angler. After that river had water
again, I followed Dahlgren down to
where it dumped into Mono Lake, a
body of water too saline for anything but
hardy brine shrimp to survive. He had
remembered reading that trout in Rush
Creek would dart out into the salty water
to eat brine shrimp and then dart back
up into the breathable fresh water.
Standing at the mouth of Rush Creek,
like we had done many times on the
Owens River mouth at Lake Crowley,
Dick cast out into Mono Lake and
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Dick Dahlgren at Rush Creek.

caught a trout from that briny stew,
pulling it quickly back up into the river
before releasing it. We looked at each
other in disbelief. The old story was true.
It was always a scene I wished Dick
would have painted; a trout leaping
above the waters of Mono Lake with a
jubilant angler, cigar clenched in his
mouth, his back arched as much as the
fly rod, and the Sierra Nevada in the
background. It is an image I see when I
think of Dick Dahlgren.
We could use a few more Dick
Dahlgrens.
❖
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