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The year ahead:
What to expect in 2021

The year of 2020 ended on a grave
note, with the community experiencing
a spike in COVID-19 infections and see-
ing local pandemic-related deaths.

The new year, however, is beginning
on a note of hope. The much-touted
COVID-19 vaccine rollout is underway.
Upcoming vaccines are expected to go to
healthcare workers and the elderly first,
although plans at press time were still in
flux.

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital on Dec.
22 began administering Pfizer vaccines
to its healthcare workers.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, meanwhile, on
Dec. 28 announced statewide plans for
the next wave of vaccinations. The state
has opted in to the federal COVID-19
pharmacy partnership, according to a
news release from Newsom. 

CVS and Walgreens began administer-
ing Pfizer vaccines at nursing homes in
California Monday, according to the
release. Up next will be staff and resi-
dents in assisted living, residential care
and other long-term care facilities. Ex-
actly how Ridgecrest facilities will fit into
this plan was unclear at press time, but
watch the DI for more on this story.

The future of the local economy is
anybody’s guess. Fallout from pandem-
ic closure has been and remains hard on
community small businesses and it is un-
clear how much they can rally in the up-
coming year.

Pandemic-related closures have
wreaked havoc on local restaurants and
small businesses with the fallout yet to
be tallied. Newsom is not expected to re-
lax his pandemic restrictions until ICU
available capacity reaches at least 15
percent in the larger San Joaquin Valley
region, which includes both Ridgecrest
and Kern County.

The much-loved Ridgecrest Cinemas
also faces an uncertain future after over
a year of on-again, off-again shutdowns
first due to earthquake damage and lat-
er COVID-19. 

Also expected to take a hard hit is the
travel industry, both locally and across
the state and country — particularly in
light of new worries about a more con-
tagious COVID-19 virus strain. 

Other sectors of the Ridgecrest econ-
omy have appeared to escape compara-
ble damage. “Big box” stores Walmart
and Home Depot remained open last
year, to the chagrin of some who felt it
unfair by comparison with smaller busi-
nesses forced to shut down. 

Naval Air Weapons Station China
Lake, meanwhile, continues on with its
roughly $3 billion post-earthquake re-
build, expected to get rolling this year.
As many as 1,500 workers are expected
to flood the area at the peak of the proj-
ect — at least during the work week. The
first of these are expected as soon as Feb-
ruary, and plans are underway for tem-
porary worker residences to house them.

The future of local schools and sports
remains uncertain in the new year.
Sports also remain on hold until the en-
tire San Joaquin region meets the state
requirement of 15 percent ICU availabil-
ity. Schools remain closed as well, with
reopening schedules to be determined.
Complicating the issue is the expectation
of a surge of holiday-related COVID-19
cases in the near future.

In one historic area not directly relat-
ed to COVID-19, all things to do with
groundwater remain controversial. Law-
suits are pending, but members say the
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Au-
thority is making strides on implement-
ing their groundwater management plan.
How it will all pan out is anybody’s
guess.

What about the casino? Before
COVID-19, a proposed Timbisha
Shoshone casino near the front gate of
the base was a favorite topic of debate.
The tribe and developers in December
requested and got a one-year exten-
sion on the deadline for the land deal,
made necessary — council agreed — by
the virtual shutdown of the gaming in-
dustry by the pandemic. Developer Nigel

By Jessica Weston
The Daily Independent

See 2021, A4

Year begins with a
note of hope

PHOTO COURTESY RIDGECREST REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Ridgecrest Regional Hospital staff place the hospital’s doses of COVID-19 vaccine into a freezer. The rollout of two vaccines is causing
optimism that 2021 may see the world recover from the novel coronavirus.

LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Mikey Santiago, 13, was diagnosed with a brain tumor last month. Family and friends gathered at Heritage Park in their cars on Dec.
15, before driving by the home one by one to show their support.

LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Pastor Mat Pope gives a sermon in the parking lot of the First Baptist Church of Ridgecrest as a way to preach the gospel while work-
ing around coronavirus restrictions.
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Zoom to Quibi: tech winners and losers of 2020

We streamed, we Zoomed,
we ordered groceries and
houseplants online, we created
virtual villages while navigating
laptop shortages to work and
learn from home. In many
ways, 2020′s pandemic-in-
duced isolation threw our de-
pendence on technology into
overdrive, snipping away at our
real-life connections while
bringing digital relationships
to the fore.

But for every life-changing
Zoom, there was at least one
soon-forgotten Quibi. Here’s a
look at the year’s tech winners
and losers.

LOSERS
Virtual Reality

As the world adjusted to a
new stuck-at-home reality, the
pandemic could have been vir-
tual reality’s chance to offer an
escape. With the use of special
headsets and accouterments
like gloves, the technology lets
people interact with a 360 de-
gree view of a three-dimen-
sional environment, seeming-
ly a good fit for people stuck in-
doors.

But people turned to easier-
to-use software and games that
they already had. Few rushed to
spend hundreds of dollars on a
clunky new headset or tried to
learn the ropes of virtual real-
ity meeting software. And no
VR games broke into the main-
stream. So virtual reality, on the
verge of success for decades,
missed its moment, again.

Social media election la-
bels

It was the year of labels on
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube
and even TikTok. Ahead of the
Nov. 3 U.S. presidential vote,
the companies promised to
clamp down on election misin-
formation, including baseless
charges of fraud and candi-
dates’ premature declarations
of victory. And the most visible
part of this was the bevy of la-
bels applied to tweets, posts,
photos and videos.

“Some or all of the content
shared in this Tweet is disput-
ed and might be misleading
about an election or other civic
process,” read one typical label
applied to a tweet by President
Donald Trump.

But many experts said that
while the labels made it appear
that the companies were taking
action, “at the end of the day it
proved to be pretty ineffec-

tive,” as Jennifer Grygiel a pro-
fessor at Syracuse University
and social media expert, put it.

Quibi
Less than a year ago, Quibi

launched a splashy Super Bowl
ad that posed the question
“What’s a Quibi?” People may
still be scratching their heads.

Quibi, short for “quick bites,”
raised $1.75 billion from in-
vestors including major Holly-
wood players Disney, NBCUni-
versal and Viacom.

But the service struggled to
reach viewers, as short videos
abound on the internet and the
coronavirus pandemic kept
many people at home. It an-
nounced it was shutting down
in October, just months after its
April launch.

Uber and Lyft
Fresh off of their initial pub-

lic offerings the year before and

still struggling to show they
can be profitable, the ride-hail-
ing services were clobbered by
the pandemic in 2020, as peo-
ple stopped taking cars and
huddled down at home.

In May, Uber laid off 3,700
people, or about 14% of its
workforce. Lyft also announced
job cuts.

But there are some signs of
hope. After significantly re-
ducing costs by restructuring in
the second quarter, Lyft said
last month it expects to have its
first profitable quarter at the
end of 2021. And the companies
scored a major victory in Cali-
fornia, where voters passed
Proposition 22, granting them
an others an exception to a law
that sought to classify their
drivers as employees, an ex-

By Barbara Ortutay and 
Mae Anderson
Associated Press

See WINNERS, A3



pense that analysts
thought would have
pummeled their business
in the nation’s most pop-
ulous state.

U.S. TikTok ban
While India outlawed

the popular video sharing
app, in the U.S. TikTok
appears close to riding
out Donald Trump’s term
without the president
succeeding in his efforts
to ban it.

Earlier this month, a
federal judge blocked a
potential ban. It was the
latest legal defeat for the
administration in its ef-
forts to wrest the app
from its Chinese owners.
In October, another fed-
eral judge postponed a
shutdown scheduled for
November.

Meanwhile, a govern-
ment deadline for Tik-
Tok’s parent, ByteDance
to complete a deal that
would have Oracle and
Walmart invest in Tik-
Tok has also passed, with
the status of the deal un-
clear.

While President-elect
Joe Biden has said Tik-
Tok is a concern, it’s not
clear what his adminis-
tration will carry on the
Trump administration’s
attempts at a ban.

WINNERS

Nintendo Switch
Even in a year heralding

splashy new consoles
from Xbox and PlaySta-
tion, the Nintendo Switch
was the console that
could. Launched in 2017,
the Switch became a fast
seller. That was helped
by the launch of the han-
dled Switch Lite in Sep-
tember 2019.

In March, it became
hard to find a Switch as
people searched for ways
to be entertained inside
their homes. Boosting its
popularity was the re-
lease of island-simula-
tion game “Animal
Crossing: New Hori-
zons,” which debuted
March 20 and has now
sold a cumulative 26 mil-
lion units globally, ac-
cording to Nintendo.

According to the NPD
Group, during the first 11
months of 2020, Ninten-
do Switch sold 6.92 mil-
lion units in the U.S. It has
been the best-selling
console in units sold for
24 consecutive months, a
record.

Zoom
All video conferencing

software from Microsoft
Teams to WebEx thrived
during the abrupt shift of
tens of millions of people
to remote working and
schooling during pan-
demic. But only one be-
came a verb.

Zoom Video Commu-
nications was a relative-
ly unheralded company
before the pandemic hit,

but its ease of use let to
wide adoption during the
pandemic. There were
some growing pains, in-
cluding lax security that
lead to “Zoom bombing”
breaches early on. The
company revamped its
security and remains one
of the popular platforms
to host remote meetings
and classes.

Ransomware pur-
veyors

The ransomware
scourge — in which crim-
inals hold data hostage
by scrambling it until vic-
tims pay up — reached
epic dimensions in 2020,
dovetailing terribly with
the COVID-19 plague. In
Germany, a patient
turned away from the
emergency room of a hos-
pital whose IT system was
paralyzed by an attack
died on the way to an-
other hospital.

In the U.S., the number
of attacks on healthcare
facilities was on track to
nearly double from 50 in
2019. Attacks on state
and local governments
were up about 50% to
more than 150. Even
grammar schools have
been hit — shutting down
remote learning for stu-
dents from Baltimore to
Las Vegas.

Cybersecurity firm
Emsisoft estimates the
cost of U.S. ransomware
attacks in the U.S. alone
this year at more than $9
billion between ransoms
paid and downtime/re-

covery.
PC makers
After beginning the

year grappling with exas-
perating delays in their
supply chains, the per-
sonal computer industry
found itself scrambling
to keep up with surging
demand for machines that
became indispensable
during a pandemic that
kept millions of workers
and students at home.

The outbreak initially
stymied production be-
cause PC makers weren’t
able to get the parts they
needed from overseas
factories that shut down
during the early stages of
the health crisis.

Those closures con-
tributed to a steep de-
cline in sales during the
first three months of the
year. But it has been
boom times ever since.

The July-September
period was particularly
robust, with PC ship-
ments in the U.S. surging
11% from the same time in
2019 — the industry’s
biggest quarterly sales in-
crease in a decade, ac-
cording to the research
firm Gartner.

E-commerce
The biggest of the

bunch, Amazon, is one of
the few companies that
has thrived during the
coronavirus outbreak.
People have turned to it
to order groceries, sup-
plies and other items on-
line, helping the compa-
ny bring in record rev-

enue and profits between
April and June. That came
even though it had to
spend $4 billion on clean-
ing supplies and to pay
workers overtime and
bonuses.

But it’s not just Ama-
zon. The pandemic is ac-
celerating the move to
online shopping, a trend
experts expect to say even
after vaccines allow the
world to resume normal
lives. And thanks in part
to shoppers consciously
supporting small busi-
nesses, Adobe Analytics
says online sales at small-
er U.S. retailers were up
349% on Thanksgiving
and Black Friday. At the
more than 1 million busi-
nesses that use Shopify
to build their websites,
sales rose 75% from a year
ago to $2.4 billion on
Black Friday, according
to Shopify.

JURY’S OUT
Big Tech
Facebook, Amazon,

Apple and Google did well
financially, with each
company’s stock price

and profit up consider-
ably since the start of the
year. They gained users,
rolled out new products
and features and kept on
hiring even as other com-
panies and industries
faced significant cuts.

But not all is well in the
world of Big Tech. Regu-
lators are breathing down
each company’s neck and
that’s unlikely to ease up
in 2021. Google faces an
antitrust lawsuit from the
Department of Justice.
And Facebook has been
hit by one from the Fed-
eral Trade Commission
along with nearly every
U.S. state that seeks to
split it off from What-
sApp and Instagram.

More cases could fol-
low. Congressional in-
vestigators spent months
digging into the actions of
Apple and Amazon in ad-
dition to Facebook and
Google, and called the
CEOs of all four compa-
nies to testify.

AP Technology Writers
Frank Bajak and Michael
Liedtke contributed to this
story.

We look foward to getting you and
your family your DREAM HOME

Happy New Year!
Start the new
year off right
with a new
home!
Stop by our
new location
and take a
tour with our
virtual display.

723 N China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

760-301-5095
www.kw.com

Dre#01378477

4700 Lake Isabella Blvd.
Lake Isabella, CA 93240

Happy NewYear
from

1 (760) 379-4631

Wishing Our
Community A

Happy And Safe
New Year

I Look Forward
To Serving

You In 2021

803 N China Lake Blvd
760-371-ROSE(7673)
floralaccentscc.com

from the Residents &
Staff at

We wish you all a
Happy New Year

760-371-1989
1240 College Heights Blvd

highdeserthaven.com 
Lic. #57200576

Happy New Year

Over 40
Years

As Your
Trusted

Hometown
Plumbers

From the Crew
at

Lic # 496447

919 E Ridgecrest Blvd
cardinalridgecrestplumbing.com

Hope & health
this season, and always.

The holidays lend to thinking back on the journey of the past year; and looking

optimistically toward new opportunities that lie ahead.

At AltaOne, our team has reflected on its deep appreciation of our current

members, and your understanding over these months as we’ve worked together 

to make a unique year ... manageable. You have made all the difference as we’ve

navigated to keep our members and employees as safe as possible. 

We want to thank you for your patience and loyalty as we know your “normal” has 

changed. AltaOne remains present and strong for our communities - and for that, 

we are ever grateful.

Over 2020 things may have been challenging and different, however, may this 

season for you bring light, peace, and the best possibilities for a brighter 2021.

Thank you again to all of our members and our communities, and all of our 

healthcare and first responders. We appreciate all of you. We look forward to 

working together whether online, socially-distanced, or virtually in the year to 

come.

From the AltaOne Team,

We sincerely wish you a happy and healthy

holiday, and a bright new year.
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White sounded opti-
mistic when speaking to
council on the topic, but
whether they will pull it
off in time is anybody’s
bet.

In a small bright spot,
residents of Ridgecrest
will have a new, improved

Downs Street to enjoy in
2021. Prior to the pan-
demic, city streets were a
common public com-
plaint. The Downs Street
project was decades in
the making, but the city
finally cut the ribbon on
the improved street last
October.

The city itself, mean-
while, will move forward
with a new mayor (Eric
Bruen) and a new council
member (Solomon Ra-

jaratnam). Newly elected
Council Member Kyle
Blades will retain the seat
he was appointed to and
Scott Hayman and
Michael Mower will
round out the council in
the new year.

It’s a cliche, but as 2021
begins the only thing cer-
tain is uncertainty. With
widespread vaccinations
in the works, however,
we can all hope for better
luck this year.

Happy
New Year
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Ridgecrest, CA 93556

760-446-3576
FAX 760-446-6351

From all of us at

From all us at
Mojave Pistachios

Wishing A Happy
& Prosperous

New Year
Stay Safe & We Look 

Foward To 2021

from all
of us at 

BE SAFE THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON

Still time to register for
Spring 2021 Classes

Classes begin January 18th 

www.cerrocoso.edu
760-384-6219

700 N Sanders St Ste B
760-375-8512

bachmandentistry.com

Wishing Our
Patients & Our
Community A

Happy New Year
We Look Foward To 
Serving You In 2021

Wishing Our 
Community a Happy 

& Safe New Year
Looking Foward To
Seeing You In 2021

269 S China Lake Blvd Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-371-1331 • www.JimCharlonFord.us  

M - F 8am to 6pm • Sat 9am to 5pm   

Gary Charlon

995 N Norma St Ste A• 760-446-4279
www.myridgecrestagent.com

Email gary@myridgecrestagent.com
for a quoteLIC.# 0496421

From our office
to your family,

Happy New Year
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LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Shoppers check out the new Grocery Outlet store at its
grand opening in September. The store replaced a Sears
Hometown Store and Anytime Fitness in the same loca-
tion, knocking down the interior dividing wall to use the
full space.
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It’s been a year of fear
for many Americans: The
worst global pandemic in
a century has taken more
than 300,000 lives, bat-
tered the U.S. economy
and propelled the stock
market into the fastest
crash in history.

But markets have since
staged a stunning turn-
around and reclaimed
record highs, defying the
doomsayers despite a
backdrop of historic job
losses, bankruptcies and
shrinking corporate prof-
its. The market was driv-
en higher by Big Tech
stocks as trillions of dol-
lars in stimulus from the
Federal Reserve and Con-
gress propped up an
economy gripped by re-
cession.

So while the COVID-
19 death toll is staggering,
the stock market is telling
Americans to be opti-
mistic about 2021, experts
say.

Why? The economy is
expected to continue re-
covering with a vaccine
on its way. And Wall
Street professionals ex-
pect another good year
for investors.

That sort of optimism
was hard to imagine after
trillions of dollars in mar-
ket value was wiped out in
March, when stocks
plunged 34% a month af-
ter hitting record highs.
But the head-spinning
crash also left investors

with beaten-down stocks
at bargain prices.

“The stock market is
the only place where
things go on sale and peo-
ple leave screaming,” says
Ryan Detrick, chief mar-
ket strategist at LPL Fi-
nancial, an independent
broker-dealer. “Now that
we’re back at records, it’s
a harsh reminder to peo-
ple that the stock market
is a forward-looking
mechanism and sees bet-
ter times ahead.”

Bargain hunting
Jimmy J. Tran, 40, is

one of those Americans
who jumped at the op-
portunity to scoop up
stocks in the downturn
after learning from past
mistakes. 

Following the after-
math of the Great Reces-
sion, he was saddled with
student debt from his

MBA program. It was a
scary time for him, he
says, because he was wor-
ried about making ends
meet after his job offer
got pushed back for five
months.

After that experience,
he was on a mission to
become financially inde-
pendent. Over the past
decade, he started chip-
ping away at his student
loans and began investing
more in real estate to
grow his personal wealth. 

When the pandemic hit
in the spring, he was laid
off from his job at a com-
mercial real estate firm.
He decided to pursue oth-
er passions. Now, Tran is
a full-time investor and
small business owner at
Code Ninjas in Dallas, a
coding franchise set to
open in early 2021 where
children learn STEM
skills.

“My advice for anyone
working in corporate
America is to always have

T
he game of mu-
sical chairs that
is the upper
echelon of Cali-

fornia politics in late
2020 began with the
election of U.S. Sen.
Kamala Harris as vice
president and contin-
ued with President-
elect Joe Biden naming
state Atty. Gen. Xavier
Becerra his secretary of
Health and Human
Services. Will Dianne
Feinstein create the
next empty seat?

Feinstein enjoys
nothing more than
chairing an important
U.S. Senate committee.
Anyone looking on from
2006 to 2008, years
when Democrats last
controlled the upper
house of Congress,
could see this as Fein-
stein ran the Senate In-
telligence Committee.

But left-wing De-
mocrats stirred a na-
tional outcry over her
courtesy to Republican
Judiciary Committee
chairman Lindsay Gra-
ham of South Carolina
during the Amy Coney
Barrett Supreme Court
confirmation hearings,

even raising questions
of senility. Feinstein
took this silently for a
while, but when leading
Senate Democrats failed
to defend her, she relin-
quished her spot as Ju-
diciary’s ranking De-
mocrat, along with her
plain hope that the Jan.
5 runoff races for two
Georgia Senate slots
might make her com-
mittee chair.

Will she now feel mo-
tivated to keep taking
red-eye flights back and
forth to Washington,
D.C. or might she just
retire quietly? It now
looks like an even bet,
with Feinstein noncom-
mittal so far.

Without the respon-
sibility to shepherd
Biden-appointed judges
through hearings and
onto the Senate floor,
Feinstein is merely one

of 100 senators, with no
distinguishing status.
What would motivate
her to stay on?

There is, of course,
her avid interest in Cal-
ifornia issues from
desert preservation to
creating national parks
and monuments to
making sure her state
gets the funding it’s en-
titled to. While paired
with Harris in recent
years, Feinstein did
much more for Califor-
nia, letting Harris seek
spotlights. There was
no contest in the ac-
complishment depart-
ment.

So although Feinstein
is 87 years old and
would be 91 if she ran
for reelection when her
current term is up in
2024, it’s just possible
the rumors of her resig-
nation might not be ful-
filled soon.

Working quietly for
this state, Feinstein will
not have to apologize to
anyone for the friend-
ships and relationships
she’s developed with
the Republican likes of
Graham and Iowa’s
Chuck Grassley.

When she got in trou-
ble, it was for doing
what most pundits say
American needs more
of: Being kind to people
across the aisle.

Far left Democrats
like Los Angeles City
Councilman Kevin de
Leon can’t stomach
that. They would rather
play smashmouth poli-
tics. De Leon, then a
termed out state sena-
tor, took that hardline
approach when he chal-
lenged Feinstein in an
all-Democrat runoff
during the 2018 elec-
tion.

DeLeon’s attitude
won him majority sup-
port from delegates to
the state Democratic
Party convention that
year, but not the two-
thirds supermajority
needed for party en-
dorsement.

What followed in the
2018 primary election
showed how misleading
the seeming leftist
domination among Cal-
ifornia Democrats can
be: Feinstein took more
than 70 percent of the
Democratic vote de-
spite de Leon’s constant

carping.
By contrast, de Leon

scored less than 13 per-
cent in that primary,
but still came in second
and made the fall runoff
thanks to some support
from mischievous Re-
publicans who wanted
an obstacle for Fein-
stein. Their ploy failed.

Folks who have taken
over the once-noble
progressive label usual-
ly miss the fact that Fe-
instein’s collegial ap-
proach allowed her to
accomplish more for
California over the last
quarter century than
any of the state’s other
representatives in Con-
gress – including House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
Feinstein’s fellow San
Franciscan.

She has created na-
tional parks, steered
large defense contracts
to state companies and
steadfastly upheld the
women’s rights so key

to the vast majority of
Californians.

The evidence sug-
gests her approach still
appeals to more Cali-
fornians than that of
any other state politi-
cian. Hence her
longevity as a San Fran-
cisco supervisor, mayor
and senator.

It was rare and unex-
pected for Feinstein to
be deterred or discour-
aged by the kind of
scoldings she got after
the Barrett hearings.
But she’s still pursuing
California’s interests
actively, showing the
same determination
she’s demonstrated all
her life.

So despite some indi-
cations Feinstein may
quit, California just
might continue getting
effective, firm and civil
representation from her
for some time to come.

Email Thomas Elias at
tdelias@aol.com.
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I
f you’ve been contribut-
ing for many years to
your 401(k) or similar re-
tirement plan, it may be

your largest pool of money.
So, if you are facing a finan-
cial need, you may think
about tapping into your ac-
count. After all, it’s your
money – why not use it?

But touching your 401(k)
before you retire may not be a
good idea, as it can lead to
some unwanted conse-
quences.

First, taking funds out of
your 401(k) now could in-
crease the risk of running out
of money during retirement,
which could last for decades.

Also, withdrawals taken
from your 401(k) before age
59½ may be taxed as ordi-
nary income and are generally
subject to a 10% penalty for

early withdrawal, although
there are some exceptions.
And a sizable taxable with-
drawal from your 401(k)
could bump you into a higher
tax bracket.

Therefore, if you are facing
a financial crunch, you may
want to explore some options
before tapping into your
401(k). For starters, see if you
can cut your expenses where
possible and explore financial
assistance programs that

service providers, such as
utility companies, might of-
fer.

Also, if you have an emer-
gency fund, now may be the
time to use it. For most folks,
it’s a good idea to keep three
to six months’ worth of living
expenses in such a fund, with
the money kept in a liquid,
low-risk account. But even
smaller amounts can help in a
financial crunch.

You might also find another
source of cash in your taxable
investment accounts. Any
uninvested cash in these ac-
counts is an easy place to
start.You might also look at
selling investments to free up
some cash. However, before
making this decision, you
may want to consult with a fi-
nancial professional to dis-
cuss the pros and cons.

Another cash-generating
option is a 401(k) loan, as-
suming your plan permits
such loans. Unlike a direct
withdrawal, a 401(k) loan is
not taxable if it’s repaid on
time. (If it isn’t, you could
also incur penalties.) And, al-
though the loan may have
some fees, the interest on it
will be paid to your account,
rather than to a bank. How-
ever, you won’t earn invest-
ment returns on the loan bal-
ance, because you can’t use
this money to invest. And if
you leave your job before
you’ve fully repaid the loan,
you’ll likely have to come up
with the remaining balance
quickly.

You could also consider us-
ing your credit cards to gen-
erate cash, but these types of
loans or advances can be quite

costly. Instead, you may want
to look at other possibilities,
such as a home equity loan,
the cash value of a life insur-
ance policy, the “margin” on
your investment accounts or
a personal loan. Again, you
should talk to a financial pro-
fessional to discuss the trade-
offs of taking out these loans
and to develop a payoff strat-
egy, if you decide to use any
of them.

Your 401(k) is a long-term
investment designed to meet
a long-term goal: your retire-
ment. So, if you think you
might require these funds be-
fore retirement, explore all
alternatives first to find the
right decision for your needs.

— This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Fi-
nancial Advisor.

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Suzan Halsey
Edward Jones

Avoid tapping into your 401(k) early

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FOCUS

Thomas Elias

Will Feinstein add to the musical chairs?

Worried about another recession? Here’s
what the stock market is predicting for 2021
By Jessica Menton
USA TODAY

See ECONOMY, A6



Remember when im-
peachment was going to
be the seismic political
event of 2020?

Neither does anybody
else.

President Donald
Trump’s impeachment
trial, which seemed so
important in January, was
overwhelmed in short or-
der by even more tumul-
tuous developments: A
deadly pandemic that
hardened the nation’s
partisan divide and up-
ended the economy. A
racial reckoning that re-
verberated through
American governance and
culture. A president’s
baseless attacks on the
election itself, raising
doubts about the legiti-
macy of his successor
among millions of voters.

The past 12 months
have left the United States
a different place than it
was when the year began.
An unfathomable
330,000 Americans have
died of COVID-19. The
government is bigger af-
ter passage of the most
expansive relief packages
in the nation’s history to
address the costs of the
virus, still not under con-
trol. In the wake of poli-
tics of the most brutal
sort, some scholars and
citizens worry that funda-
mental democratic insti-
tutions have been bruised.

The year that was: A
global pandemic, racial
protests, a president-
elect. Oh, and impeach-
ment.

Will the changes stick?
Will 2020 turn out to be
an aberration or a turning
point?

Americans recognized
the high stakes set by a
year that was shaped by a
combination of forces no
one had experienced.
“We’ve seen a pandemic
before; we’ve seen eco-
nomic crises; we’ve seen
racial turmoil,” Prince-
ton historian Kevin Kruse
said in an interview. “But
not all at once, not all to-
gether.”

The year was so turbu-
lent that some newswor-
thy developments com-
manded less attention
than they would have in
calmer times, from U.S.-
brokered diplomatic
breakthroughs between
Israel and its neighbors
to record-breaking
storms and wildfires. The
arrival of “murder hor-
nets” in Washington state
and the birth of a baby
panda in Washington,
D.C., were only an in-
stant’s diversion.

Asked for the single
word that described 2020,
the most frequent re-

sponse in a USA TO-
DAY/Suffolk University
Poll this month was “aw-
ful” or “terrible” or “hor-
rible,” adjectives chosen
by nearly one in four. Fif-
teen percent used exple-
tives that can’t be repeat-
ed here. Nearly all of the
1,000 registered voters
surveyed Dec. 16-20 cit-
ed words that reflected
strain or pain.

Only 7% chose positive
words such as “OK/won-
derful/good” or “enlight-
ening/awakening.” An-
other 5% used neutral
words, like “unprece-
dented” and “different.” 

“We’re going to look
back in 50 years and say
this was the year of fun-
damental changes,” pre-
dicted Jim Messina, a vet-
eran political strategist
who ran President Barack
Obama’s reelection cam-
paign in 2012. Those
changes have affected the
contours of the econo-
my, the power of social
media, the strength of po-
litical parties’ bases and
Americans’ views of the
role of government.

“There’s this concep-
tion in Washington, D.C.,
that we’re going to go
back to ‘normal’ now that
Joe Biden is president,”
Messina added. “But I just
don’t think that is true.”

“We’re at a cross-
roads,” said Susan Stokes,
director of the Chicago
Center on Democracy at
the University of Chicago,
calling the moment “a big
fork in the road.”

Here are four of the sig-
nificant questions ahead
about what direction the
country will take next. 

Was democracy 
damaged? 

Trump challenged tra-
ditions and smashed
norms from the moment
he rode down the escala-
tor at Trump Tower and
launched his long-shot
presidential bid in 2015.
Never in modern times
has an American politi-
cian provoked such heat-
ed controversies and sur-
vived, his political base
unshaken. But nothing
matched the potential
repercussions of his as-
sault on the democratic
process itself during the
final two months of his
tenure, when he refused
to recognize the results
of the November election
or to commit to the
peaceful transfer of pow-
er.

Trump and his sup-
porters filed dozens of
lawsuits in eight battle-
ground states; none of
them gained legal trac-
tion. He lobbied gover-
nors and legislative lead-
ers to take unprecedent-
ed maneuvers to overturn

the certified count in bat-
tleground states. Even
now, he is urging con-
gressional Republicans to
challenge the final Elec-
toral College proceedings
on Jan. 6.

While he has no realis-
tic prospect of changing
the outcome, Trump has
succeeded in raising
doubts among millions of
his supporters about
whether Biden won the
White House fair and
square. In the USA TO-
DAY poll, a third of regis-
tered voters, including
three in four Republicans,
said Biden wasn’t legiti-
mately elected, an asser-
tion that has been repeat-
edly debunked by fact-
checkers.

Those doubts could
erode trust not only in the
new president but also in
the democratic process
itself, political scientists
and political practitioners
warn.

“A lot of times the los-
er feels there was some-
thing wrong with the
election, but usually the
leadership gets itself up
and dusts itself off and
gets ready for the next
time around,” Stokes
said. “But if the leadership
turns around and says,
‘This was stolen, this was
fraudulent’ without any
basis in truth or real kind
of process or evidence,
then the public will follow
that – at the very least
with a kind of ongoing
decay in our democratic
culture, and at the worst,
violence.” 

That “national culture
of distrust” will test both
parties and the next elec-
tion, she said.

Was there a turning
point on race? 

On May 25, the final
moments of George
Floyd’s life were caught
on a cellphone video. He
pleaded for breath, and
then for his mother, as a
Minneapolis police officer
knelt on his neck for near-
ly nine minutes.

Within days, thousands
of protesters in dozens of
cities joined marches de-
manding police account-
ability and justice. Statues
honoring Confederate
generals were toppled in
Baltimore and Richmond,
Virginia. Mississippi re-
tired the last state flag to
feature the Confederate
battle emblem. When
professional basketball
resumed, every NBA
player knelt during the
national anthem. The
District of Columbia gov-
ernment painted “Black
Lives Matter” in 50-foot
yellow letters on the
downtown street leading
to the White House. 

Other cases of police

misconduct toward Black
people gained new atten-
tion and sparked more
outrage, including the
shootings of Breonna
Taylor in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, Rayshard Brooks
in Atlanta and Jacob Blake
in Kenosha, Wisconsin.

“That homemade video
recording [of Floyd] shook
the world,” said Michael
Eric Dyson, a Vanderbilt
professor and author of
“Long Time Coming:
Reckoning with Race in
America,” published by
St. Martin’s Press this
month. “There’s no ques-
tion that this year has
been a game-changer in
the first year of a new
decade. There is no ques-
tion that when you look at
the pandemic of COVID,
and the pandemic of race,
and the presidential race,
and all that it revealed
about us as a nation –
we’re astonished. We’re
looking at each other.”

Not since the civil rights
movement in the 1960s
has there been such a
powerful public response
to and scrutiny of the na-
tion’s record on race, and
one that resonated with
Black and white Ameri-
cans. The debate that be-
gan on police reform also
focused attention on the
disproportionate impact
of the coronavirus on
people of color and on
signs of systemic racism
in housing, education and
employment. 

Dyson is optimistic
about the future, but he
and other advocates say
the protests of the year
won’t lead to lasting
changes without difficult
and sometimes contro-
versial action ahead.

“I just hope that every-
one understands that the
symbolic gestures actual-
ly are important,” Sherri-
lyn Ifill, president of the
NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, said in August, “but
they do not end the con-
versation.”  

Will COVID-19 be 
vanquished?

In recent weeks, the
initial distribution of two
FDA-authorized vaccines
for COVID-19 has given
Americans hope that they
can see a light at the end
of the tunnel, of an end to
the pandemic that has up-
ended almost everything
in American life.

At the same time,
though, the tunnel has
gotten darker than ever.
The numbers of new cas-
es, of hospitalizations and
of deaths all reached new
heights in December. The
vaccines alone won’t
bring the coronavirus un-
der control for months or
more. 

Biden vows that the

pandemic will be his first
priority. It is likely to de-
fine his presidency, as it
has defined Trump’s
tenure. No new president
has ever taken office in
the midst of such a broad
and deadly public health
crisis with repercussions
that are shaping other
pressing challenges. The
pandemic has thrown
millions out of work and
widened the nation’s eco-
nomic divide.

Biden says he’ll start by
asking all Americans to
wear face masks, a com-
mon-sense measure that
has become a bitter parti-
san divide. He’ll also have
to persuade people to take
the vaccine, another plea
that will test their trust of
him and their govern-
ment.

In the USA TODAY poll
this month, the percent-
age of those willing to take
the vaccine as soon as
they could jumped to
46%, up from 26% in late
October. One in three
wanted to wait. But one in
five said they would nev-
er take it. Among Repub-
licans, the partisan group
that presumably will be
the most resistant to
Biden’s entreaties, 36%
said they would never
take it.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the
nation’s top infectious
disease specialist, now
estimates that 70% to
90% of Americans need
to be immune for the virus
to fade and life to return
to normal.

Allen Matthews, 42, an
engineer from Lone Tree,
Colorado, who was called
in the survey, is among
those who still needs to be
convinced. “Probably just
wait,” he said about tak-
ing the vaccine, unsure
of its safety. “It needs to
be out there for longer.” 

Will voters be 
exhausted or 

engaged? 
Nearly 160 million vot-

ers cast ballots in 2020, a
record.

In an unexpected turn,
the pandemic seems to
have boosted turnout be-
cause it prompted many
states to make voting eas-

ier, including an enor-
mous expansion of mail
voting, used by nearly half
of all voters. Some states
already have begun to de-
bate whether to adopt or
roll back some of those
changes in future elec-
tions.

The partisan impact of
higher participation – a
good thing for democra-
cy in general – was more
complicated than pundits
predicted beforehand.
Democrats won the White
House but Republicans
gained ground down the
ballot, including in the
House of Representatives.

Biden received more
than 81 million votes,
nearly 12 million more
than Obama got in 2008,
the previous high-water
mark. Even though
Trump lost the popular
vote, he broke the previ-
ous record, too, receiving
more than 74 million
votes.

The turnout rate was
historic as well. In all,
66.7% of those eligible to
vote did. That’s the high-
est in more than a centu-
ry, since 1900, and part of
a new trend. Turnout in
the 2018 election had hit a
midterm record, too, only
four years after the 2014
midterms had scored the
lowest turnout in seven
decades. 

Why the turnaround? 
“There’s only one vari-

able that changed be-
tween 2014 and 2018, and
that’s Donald Trump,”
said Michael McDonald, a
University of Florida po-
litical scientist who runs
the United States Elec-
tion Project. “It’s clear
that people have a vis-
ceral reaction to him:
Love him or hate him.”

That raises the ques-
tion of whether the jump
in turnout will continue
after Trump no longer
stands at center stage in
politics. He has energized
voters both for and
against him, but he has
also left some exhausted
by his shifting policies,
provocative rhetoric and
chaotic style of decision-
making – all of those epit-
omized by his favored
280-character means of
communication, Twitter. 

McDonald, for one,
predicts that the Trump
turnout effect will per-
sist. “A lot of research
shows voting is habit-
forming,” he said. “When
you vote once, you’re
more likely to vote again.” 

Contributing: Sarah
Elbeshbishi

other interests or side
hustles that they can pur-
sue if they suddenly don’t
have a job,” says Tran,
who used the market drop
earlier this year as an op-
portunity to max out his
IRA contributions for
himself and his wife for
2019 and 2020.

“I was preparing, sav-
ing, investing for years to
accumulate a nest egg,”
Tran says. “The key is to
keep your personal bal-
ance sheet strong so that
you’ll be in a position to
invest when the market
implodes. When prices
are low, buy more.”

Sunday
9:00AM...................Sunday School

10:15AM.................Morning Worship
Tuesday
7:30PM...................Choir Rehearsal

1st Wednesday of the month, 7pm
..................................Women’s Mission

Thursday
7:00PM.............Pastor’s Bible Study

Rev. E. Benjamin Thomas, III - Pastor

Victory Baptist Church
242 W. Panamint Ave. 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
384-4416

IWV CHURCH
OF CHRIST

760-371-9100
729 N. Norma • Ridgecrest

Minister/Evangelist
Tim Douthart

(785) 925-8190
Services:

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Bible Study
10:50 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. Worship

Wednesday 7:00 p.m. BIble Study

www.iwvcoc.org

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

1350 S. Downs • 760-375-2503
Welcomes you to look back at the
church's heritage and forward to
its destiny as we strive to meet

the spiritual challenges of today.
Bible Study: 9:00AM

Worship Service: 10:30AM
Midweek Pick-Me-Up
Wednesday: 6:00PM

Loving Nursery Provided
Pastor Matthew Pope

To advertise please call 1-760-375-4481
ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE!

Intentionally inclusive ...
welcoming all persons without
regard to age, race, ethnicity,

gender identity, sexual orientation,
physical or developmental disability.

Sundays at 10 a.m.

200 W. Drummond Ave.,
760-446-5816

www.facebook.com/AllSoulsAreWelcome

A member of the Worldwide Anglican Communion.

Sunday
9:00am

Morning Worship
Service

Also Available Online

Wednesday
11:00am

Adult Bible Study (online)
6:00pm

Youth Group

Ken Lewis, Pastor
Stephen Smith, Youth Pastor

Stephanie Rogers, Children & Family Pastor
Visit our Web Site at www.rcnazarene.org

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
571 N. Norma Street • 760-375-4433

Join us for Livestream Services
Sundays - 11am and 6pm

Wednesdays - 6pm
Visit chinalakebc.org for more information. 

CHINA LAKE BAPTIST CHURCH
“A Going Church for A Coming Savior”

Welcome To...

1311 N. Norma • Ridgecrest, CA • 760-446-9800 
Pastor Wayne Porter
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Year of tumult: 2020 changed the U.S., creating a
‘fork in the road’ with challenges for Biden, Trump
By Susan Page
USA TODAY

JIM WATSON, AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
This combination of pictures shows Democratic Presi-
dential candidate and former US Vice President Joe Biden
and US President Donald Trump during town halls held at
the same time on Oct. 15.



Apromo character
gets a series, an
expedition com-

petition returns and
a highly anticipated
dramamakes its debut.

Dispatches:Weekly
TVnews

• Ski legend Lindsey
Vonn and her dog, Lucy,
are hosting a competi-
tion show. “The Pack”
(Amazon) will follow 12
teams of dogs and their
people on adventures
around theworld. The
challenges are designed
by veterinarians and dog
experts, and thewinning
human/canine teamwill
get $500,000 and a dona-
tion of $250,000 to their
favorite animal charity.
• They’ll still be there

for you, just a little later.
The “Friends” unscripted
reunion special was again
delayed at HBOMax
due to ongoing concerns
regarding the coronavi-
rus’ impact on produc-
tion. Filming dates are
yet to be determined.

Contenders: Shows
to keep on your radar

• In fish out of water
comedy “Ted Lasso”
(Aug. 14, Apple TV+),
Jason Sudeikis plays the
titular Ted, a small-time
Kansas college football
coach hired to lead a pro-
fessional English soccer

team despite having no
experience with the sport.
If the character seems
familiar, it’s because he
began life in a series of
promos for NBC Sports.
•Mountains, jungles

and oceans, ohmy! The
Eco-Challenge is back,
this timewith Bear Grylls
as host. In “World’s
Toughest Race: Eco-
Challenge Fiji” (Aug. 14,
Amazon), 66 teams from
30 countries race non-
stop for 11 days across
hundreds ofmiles of
harsh terrain in the ulti-
mate test of physical and
mental perseverance. The
10-episode adventure
series was filmed last fall.
• Ghosts, secret soci-

eties, magic and super-
natural mayhem all make
an appearance in HBO’s
“Lovecraft Country”
(Aug. 16, 9 p.m. ET). The
drama, adapted from
Matt Ruff’s novel of the
same name, is set in 1955
and follows Atticus Free-
man (JonathanMajors),
a young soldier recently
home from the Korean
Warwho sets out on a
road trip across JimCrow
America to investigate
the disappearance of his

estranged father.What he
and his companions find
along theway aremon-
sters— both human and
otherworldly. The series
uses the horror genre to
contemplate racism and
the cast, particularly
Jurnee Smollett, deliver
strong performances.
It’s an entertaining
and surreal pulp fiction
tale that poses deeper
contemporary ques-
tions worth pondering.

Report Card: Ratings
winners and losers

•Winners:AMC is
feeling confident about
its new episodic anthol-
ogy series “Soulmates,”
ordering a second season
twomonths before its
first season premieres.
• Losers:Hulu can-

celed “High Fidelity”
after one season and the
CWpulled British game
show “Taskmaster.”

Melissa Crawley is the
author of “Mr. Sorkin
Goes toWashington:
Shaping the President on
Television’s ‘TheWest
Wing.’” Email stay-
tuned@outlook.com.

MOVIES&TV
R E V I E W

MelissaCrawley

R E V I E W S TAY T U N E D

‘Lovecraft Country’ is HBO’s next
must-watch series

Jonathan Majors and Jurnee Smollett face racism and
monsters in “Lovecraft Country.” [HBO]

ByEdSymkus
More Content Now

You don’t have to wait
very long for things to
get cooking in “Proj-
ect Power,” an engaging
thriller about an illicit
drug that can bring out
the innate super power
in each of us ... and how
easy it would be to use that
drug or those powers for
all the wrong purposes.
It starts with a late-night

businessmeeting in New
Orleans, presided over by
a slick fellow talking to a
group of young “entrepre-
neurs” whowill distribute
a new product, which he
calls Power. Then he holds
up a small glowing vial.
Six weeks later, it’s being

distributed on dark streets,
and it’s a hit, an expen-
sive one: A $500 pill will
unleash the power within
you for fiveminutes. Every
pill is the same, but every-
one’s power is different,
and youwon’t knowwhat it
is till you pop that pill. You
could become really fast
or really strong. You could
become invisible. You
could burst into flames.
An undercover cop

named Frank (Joseph
Gordon-Levitt) is on the
streets, trying to halt sales

of the drug. A young girl
named Robin (Dominique
Fishback) is pushing it to
make some cash, but also
has a working relation-
ship with Frank. Amys-
terious fellowwho calls
himself TheMajor (Jamie
Foxx) is on amission to
find the source of the drug,
but doesn’t let onwhy.
It takes a while, but with

a set-up like that in the
script, it’s not going to
surprise anybody that these
three folks are somehow

going to come together.
Frankwill do sowith a
streak of severity as well
as a twinkle in his eye. The
Major will go about it with
an air of grim determina-
tion. Robinmay appear to
be in over her head, but
there’s every reason to
believe that she’ll work
things out. There will be
others around this trio
of protagonists, some of
them helping, most of
them getting in the way.
Case in point is when

the film cuts to an armed
robbery in progress,
where Frank shows up to
discover that there are
already plenty of cops
there, but they’ve been
ordered to stand down.
So, he takes things into
his own hands, by swal-
lowing one of those pills.
The first question view-

ers will have:What’s
Frank’s special power?
Amore important one:
What’s the power of the
criminal he’s going after,

who has also downed a pill?
Neither will be revealed
here, but the answers
result in some crazy visual
moments on the screen.
OK, so the good guys are

being hindered by themen
in suits, the bad guys are
building up forces ofmore
bad guys— one of whom is
“connected to every cartel
in South America”— and
word has gone out that
whoever controls this drug
can topple governments.
Thatmakes up part of

the film’s serious side. But
whatmakes it a lot of fun is
that it features some really
appealing characters. Frank
is usingwhatevermethods
are necessary to do his job
(and his power is certainly
an interesting one); in due
time theMajormakes it
clear that his desperation to
get to the center of things
is for a very good reason;
Robin is a young girl who’s
growing up very quickly,
and is enjoying the process.
There’s also a plentiful
supply of humor, some of
it used to buffer themys-
tery of thosemen in suits.
“Project Power” pre-

mieres onNetflix Aug. 14.

Ed Symkus can be reached
at esymkus@rcn.com.

‘Project’ features good guys,
bad guys and super powers

Jamie Foxx and Dominique Fishback find a way to work together to stop a flow of special drugs. [NETFLIX]

‘Project Power’

Written by Mattson Tomlin;
directed by Henry Joost and
Ariel Schulman
With Jamie Foxx, Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Dominique
Fishback
Rated R

ByEdSymkus
More Content Now

Released in the U.S. to
glowing reviews inMarch
1960, “Jazz on a Summer’s
Day,” the 85-minute film
made at the 1958Newport
Jazz Festival, boldly breaks
many “rules” of documen-
taries: There’s no story at
its center, cameras keep
jumping away from its
main subjects, it’s much
more impressionistic than
focused. And all of that
works to its advantage.
No onewatching this

gorgeously restored edition
of it is going to come away
convinced that they knew
what the 1958Newport
Jazz Festival was all about.
They’ll have seen and heard
only snatches of it, gotten a
taste of its many delicious
flavors. In tossing out the
documentary rulebook,
the directors were free to
insert a whole song here,
and a piece of a different
performance there. A group
could be playing onstage,
with the cameras trained on
them, butmidway through
the song, though it’s still
heard on the soundtrack,
the camerasmight decide
to see what else was going
on away from the stage:
a static shot of buildings
in downtownNewport, a
glimpse of sailboats tak-
ing part in the concurrent
America’s Cup Trials, an
audiencemember spell-
bound by a song.
Jazz fans need not worry

that there isn’t enough
music on display. The film
opens with some artsy
water shots, then jumps

to the cool sounds of “The
Train on the River,” and
a static closeup of tenor
saxophonist JimmyGiuf-
fre and trombonist Bob
Brookmeyer playing it.
It’s followed by an off-

stage introduction of
pianist TheloniousMonk,
who offers up a fine ver-
sion of “BlueMonk”with
his trio. Then there’s
Sonny Stitt playing “Loose
Walk” and ChicoHamil-
ton doing “Blue Sands.”
By that point, it’s clear

that this isn’t just a docu-
mentary, it’s a jazz docu-
mentary, and the rules that
it’s making up as it goes
along are those of a jazz
performance. The direc-
tors are riffing, improvising
within their own art form.
Think of it as freewheel-
ing, loose filmmaking.
“Jazz” is available in vir-

tual cinemas through Kino
Marquee starting Aug. 12.

Restored ‘Jazz on
a Summer’s Day’
still a hot time

Anita O’Day sings up a storm.
[KINO LORBER]

‘Jazz on a Summer’s
Day’

Written by Albert D’Annibale
and Arnold Perl; directed by
Aram Avakian and Bert Stern
With a bunch of great 1950s
jazz artists
Not rated
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*Plus, tax, license and doc fees. Sale ends close of business 1/2/21. One at this price. Vehicles subject to prior sale. All on approved credit.
Financed through Ford Motor Credit. Prices after rebate, discount, and $2,000 trade in allowance if applicable. See dealer for details

LARGE PREOWNED SELECTION
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2014 LINCOLN
MKX

Loaded,
Like New.
Low Low

Miles

STK#10703                             VIN#205709

$16,950*JCF
Price

2016 HONDA
CIVIC

Automatic,
CD, AC,

Low Low
Miles

STK#10694A                          VIN#018299

$12,950*JCF
Price

2019 NISSAN
FRONTIER

Crew Cab,
Loaded,

Tow
Package,
Like New

STK#10711                            VIN#767444

$25,950*JCF
Price

2019 FORD 350
TRANSIT VAN

10
Passenger,

Xlt,
Loaded,
Like New

STK#10685                            VIN#A61065

$27,950*JCF
Price

2018 FORD
EDGE

Titanium
Package,
Loaded,
Like New

STK#10565                           VIN#B44172

$23,950*JCF
Price

2014 CHEVY
SILVERADO

Crew Cab,
4x4, Very
Nice, Off

Road Tires
& Wheels

STK#10696A                      VIN#513579

$24,950*JCF
Price

2019 FORD
EXPEDITION MAX

Limited,
Four Wheel
Drive, Fully

Loaded,
Like New

STK#10663                         VIN#EA4254

$49,950*JCF
Price

2020 FORD
EXPLORER

4x4,
Limited,
Loaded,
Like New

STK#7592                            VIN#B94605

$42,950*JCF
Price

2010 FORD
FUSION

STK#10714                              VIN#275344

$8,995*JCF
Price

2008 HUMMER
H3

Four
Wheel
Drive,
Fully

Loaded,
Like New

STK#43412A                             VIN#107449

$12,950*JCF
Price

2017 FORD
EXPLORER

Loaded,
Like New.
Low Low

Miles

STK#10701                            VIN#D64214

$26,950*JCF
Price

2019 NISSAN
SENTRA

SV
Package,

Fully
Loaded,
Like New

$15,950*JCF
Price

2018 HUNDAI
ELANTRA

Automatic,
AC, CD,

Like New

STK#10652                          VIN#329776

$13,950*JCF
Price

STK10671                            VIN#283205

2019 CHEVY
MALIBU

Loaded,
Like New,

Moon Roof,
Factory

Warranty

STK#10679                             VIN#113181

$20,950*JCF
Price

2020 FORD
ESCAPE

SEL,
Moon
Roof,

Navigation,
Like New

STK#7587                             VIN#B07802

$24,950*JCF
Price

2018 NISSAN
MURANO

Loaded,
Like New.
Low Low

Miles

STK#10702                              VIN#176460

$21,950*JCF
Price

2019 FORD
TAURUS

Limited,
Loaded,

Like
New

STK#7586                              VIN#107653

$21,950*JCF
Price

2016 CHEVY
MALIBU

Sedan,
Limited,

Like New,
Fully

Loaded

STK#43515A                              VIN#140957

$16,950*JCF
Price

2019 CHRYSLER
300

Loaded,
Like New
Factory,
Warranty

STK#10687                             VIN#538173

$24,950*JCF
Price

Fully
Loaded,

Moon Roof
Navigation

Local
Trade

Happy New Year
760-371-1331

269 S China Lake Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Monday - Friday 8am to 6pm• Saturday 9am to 5pm

www.JimCharlonFord.us   

Thank You For Your Support In 2020
We Look Forward To Serving You In 2021

Great experience – helpful and punctual customer
service. Got a great deal and in a professional and
speedy manner. Merry Christmas! And special thanks to
Quan for the exceptional customer service.
- Nicholas Chism and Marie Leferve, 2018 Ford F150

What Our Customers Are Saying

2020 Explorer

SAVE UP TO
$7,250
OFF MSRP*

2020 Mustang Ecoboost

SAVE UP TO
$3,750
OFF MSRP*

2020 Edge SE

SAVE UP TO
$5,000
OFF MSRP*

*Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. Residency restrictions apply. For all offers, take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s
stock by 1/2/21. See dealer for qualifications and complete details.

2019 DODGE
CARAVAN

STX
Package,

Stow & Go,
Loaded

Like New

STK#10705                            VIN#774379

$17,950*JCF
Price



The Saturday night af-
ter winning an afternoon
home game is one of the
best times to be a college
football player.

Family and loved ones
usually await with con-
gratulatory hugs. Then
there is a nice dinner and
maybe more celebrating
with teammates and
friends. Few things get a
college town hopping like
a football victory.

But not this season.
“I’d pretty much go

home, lay on my couch,
watch (video) cut-ups of
the game like two or three
times. Probably go pick
up some food,” Notre
Dame offensive tackle
Liam Eichenberg said.

To play through a pan-
demic, players had to sac-
rifice much of their lives

away from the game,
along with some of the
best aspects of being part
of a team.

To reach the playoff,
No. 1 Alabama, No. 2
Clemson, No. 3 Ohio
State and No. 4 Notre
Dame had to go a com-
bined 37-2 on the field
and keep the coronavirus
at bay.

“It’s been incredibly
challenging,” Clemson
coach Dabo Swinney said.
“I just tell them, don’t
give up what they want
most for what they may
want at the moment. It’s
just really that simple.
And the teams that do this
the best and manage this
the best, that’s who’s go-
ing to finish the best.”

Doing so required lots
of COVID-19 testing, and
the anxiety that comes
with knowing the next
test could be the one that

puts a season on hold, and
little time spent with any-
one outside the team.

Even when the players
were together, there were
obstacles — both literal
and figurative — to bond-
ing with teammates.

“Eating together as a
team, we do it with a glass
divider between us,”
Notre Dame receiver Ben
Skowronek said Monday
during media Zoom ses-
sions for the CFP. “I miss
those meals and just get-
ting to know people in the
locker room. All that
stuff.”

Another oddity brought
on by the pandemic: Four
days before the New
Year’s Day semifinals, the
playoff participants were
still on their respective
campuses.

Alabama faces Notre
Dame in the relocated
Rose Bowl at the home of

the Dallas Cowboys in Ar-
lington, Texas. Clemson
and Ohio State meet at
the Sugar Bowl in New
Orleans in a rematch of
last year’s thrilling semi-
final.

Typically, teams arrive
at the site of their semifi-
nal about five or six days
in advance. The bulk of
the preparation for the

game has already been
done. At the host city,
there are media availabil-
ities, practices and a
walkthrough or two at the
stadium. There are activ-
ities away from the field,
outings and meals. Plus,
some unsupervised time
for the players.

“Going to a bowl site is
always what you work

for,” Clemson linebacker
Baylon Spector said. “It’s
very fun. You get to do a
lot of different things.”

As for this week, Spec-
tor said: “Tonight, we got
bingo night. We’re en-
joying it as much as we
can.”

The teams will arrive
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Grief 
  Support

Group now meets virtually

This group will:
• Provide educational information about loss and grief
• Encourage healthy coping and adapting skills

For more Information call: 760-499-3825

Helping Guide You 
Through the process of Grief

Wishing You
The Best Of The

Coming New Year!
From The Ridgecrest 
Area Association of

Realtors Office

995 N Norma St, Suite E
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-499-1098

THANK YOU
FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT

(760) 375-6900
100. E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA

shop.maturango.org

Maturango MuseumMaturango Museum

Sacrifice and stress: How players
handled season of COVID-19
By Ralph D. Russo
Associated Press

See SEASON, A13



PROUD SPONSOR OF LOCAL 
IWV SPORTS PROGRAMS

Call Today For
Our Cleaning Specials

(760) 371-1428 Gary Charlon, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0496421
995 N Norma St Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA  93555
Bus: 760-446-4279

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company 
of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001860

Here’s the deal, everyone 
loves a good surprise — 
especially when it comes to 
saving money. State Farm® 
has always been about that. 
Call us to discover your 
surprisingly great rates on 
Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Get surprisingly 
great Auto rates.

For A Quote Email
gary@myridgecrestagent.com

Wishing Our
Community

A Happy
New Year

We look forward
to serving

you in 2021

229 W Ridgecrest Blvd
760-371-1350

Environmental Security Since 1929.
Call us today!

1-760-375-2669
1-877-DEWEYPEST

www.deweypest.com

Happy New Year 
We look forward to
serving you in 2021

From all of us at

760-446-3500
100 E. Ward Ridgecrest, CA 93555

www.desertvalleys.org

Happy New Year
from the staff at
Desert Valleys

345 W Ridgecrest Blvd
760-446-0332

CHECK US OUT AT
WWW.CATSRC.COM

I would like to wish all
of our community a

Happy New Year

R E G I O N A L  H O S P I T A L

SPONSORED BY

SPORTS EDITOR LJENNINGS@RIDGECRESTCA.COM     PHONE: 760-375-4481

High Desert SportsXtra will return when sports return to
the High Desert. We thank you for your understanding.
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at the host cities on Wednesday.
Alabama and Clemson gave players

some freedom to be with family on
Christmas and other breaks this season,
but with strict orders to mask up and
keep their distance, even with loved
ones.

Notre Dame and Ohio State were more
cautious, keeping their players on cam-
pus over the recent holiday weekend.

There is still more COVID-19 testing
to be done, and each team has learned
through experience that nothing is guar-
anteed this season.

“It was really stressful, but the main
thing was trying to keep a level mind and
do the things that we needed to do in or-
der to succeed,” Alabama linebacker
Dylan Moses said.

Alabama had one game postponed
because of an opponent’s COVID-19
outbreak, and it played the Iron Bowl
against Auburn without coach Nick Sa-
ban after he tested positive.

Notre Dame had a virus outbreak
pause its season for about two weeks in
late September.

Clemson star Trevor Lawrence missed
two games, including the Tigers’ regu-
lar-season loss to Notre Dame, after
contracting COVID-19.

Ohio State played only six games af-

ter the Big Ten started in late October,
losing two games because of opponents’
COVID-19 issues and one because of
their own.

“What stood out to me the most, what

I find to be the hard thing is how one day
you can practice and the next day you’re
out a couple weeks because of COVID,”
said Ohio State All-American offensive
lineman Wyatt Davis, who has not con-
tracted the virus. “It’s just a day-to-day
thing. Holding guys to a standard that
you can’t go out and hang out with peo-
ple. You can’t go see your family.”

Josh Myers, Davis’ friend and line-
mate, did contract COVID-19. Myers
said 10 days in isolation was terrible,
mostly because of the boredom and in-
activity. He said he has had no lingering
effects of the virus.

Tigers linebacker Mike Jones said win-
ning made the restrictions easier to live
with and Clemson did a good job of im-
plementing and enforcing protocols.
After a while it felt normal, but it was
anything but the usual college experi-
ence.

“You know it’s kind of weird not be-
ing able to hang out with your friends all
the time,” Jones said. “Not being able to
see your family after the game. Not go-
ing home during your bye week because
you don’t want to risk it. (No) celebrat-
ing after wins and stuff like that. Being
with your buddies on the bus to away
games.

“It’s been a lot. We’ve all had these tri-
als and managed to get through them.”

SEASON
Continued from A13

ROBERT FRANKLIN/SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE
Notre Dame running back Chris Tyree runs for a touchdown against Clemson during the
2020 ACC championship game.
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