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Council,
IWVGA
agree on
recycled
water
By Jessica Weston
City Editor
jweston@ridgecrestca.com

the H1N1 influenza epidemic, also
known as the Spanish flu.
The first cases were detected in the
USA in March of that year, growing exponentially by the fall. In October, the
virus was burning through the nation
Dozens of cities across the U.S. implemented mandatory face mask orders
and curfews and locked down for two
to three weeks, temporarily closing
schools, libraries, theaters, movie
houses, dance halls, churches, ice
cream parlors and soda shops. The
virus killed about 195,000 Americans
during October alone.
As Thanksgiving rolled around, some
cities celebrated the relaxation of flu-

If an options agreement between the
city council and the Indian Wells Valley
Groundwater Authority comes to
fruition, recycled water from the city’s
wastewater facility could help balance
the groundwater basin — and could potentially help Searles Valley Minerals
stay in business. Sources at SVM, however, have said that while they are open
to ideas “at this juncture recycled water
for Searles is only a concept.”
Both the council and the groundwater
authorities at their respective meetings
last week approved the option agreement
between the two parties for recycled
wastewater.
The resolution was passed unanimously at the Ridgecrest City Council
meeting Nov. 18. All five members were
present. Two related motions were
passed four to one at the IWVGA meeting Nov. 19. IWVGA member Ron Kicinski, Indian Wells Valley Water District
Board of Directors member, was the
“no” vote both times.
“This whole thing in my opinion is
wrong in so many ways,” Kicinski said.
In a nutshell, the agreement provides
an option for the IWVGA to purchase recycled water from the city during a fiveyear period. The water in question will
be produced by the city’s new wastewater treatment facility once the new
WWTF is completed, which is a few
years down the road.
The estimated water available for sale
will be around 2,000 acre-feet per year.
If the IWVGA exercises the option, the
price the city will be paid for the water
is to be determined in the future.
One groundwater authority resolution
established a deal in which the potential
participants taking part in the program
get to waive payment of the replenishment fee for around 18 months in exchange for paying estimated costs of

See PANDEMIC, A12
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Red Cross Women sit at long tables making influenza masks in Chicago, Illinois in 1918.

Thanksgiving amid a
pandemic isn’t easy. Here’s
how we did it in 1918
By Grace Hauck
USA TODAY

ore than 200,000 dead since
March. Cities in lockdown.
Vaccine trials underway.
And a holiday message, of sorts: “See
that Thanksgiving celebrations are restricted as much as possible so as to
prevent another flare-up.”
It isn’t the message of Thanksgiving
2020. It’s the Thanksgiving Day notice
that ran in the Omaha World Herald on
Nov. 28, 1918, when Americans found
themselves in a similar predicament to
the millions now grappling with how to
celebrate the holiday season amid the
coronavirus pandemic.
“Every time I hear someone say these

M

are unprecedented times, I say no, no,
they’re not,” said Brittany Hutchinson,
assistant curator at the Chicago History Museum.
“They did this in 1918.”
On Thanksgiving more than a century ago, many Americans, like today,
lived under various phases of quarantines and face mask orders. Millions
mourned loved ones. And health officials in many cities issued the same holiday warning: Stay home and stay safe.
Giving thanks for WWI victory,
beating pandemic
By late November 1918, the USA – in
the midst of the suffrage movement,
Jim Crow and the tail end of World War
I – battled the ebbing second wave of

Virtual Great Strides CF Fundraiser Walk is Nov. 28-Dec. 12
Staff report

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation continues to invest in and to fund talented scientists who
work compassionately and tirelessly to find a cure for all those who daily battle Cystic
Fibrosis. Shown at the 2019 Cystic Fibrosis Walk are members of the Frisbee family (left
to right) Julie, Taylor, Isabella and Eric.
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foundation says it remains committed to
finding treatments that
do work for everyone.
According to the press
release, the ultimate goal
is that “One day CF will
stand for Cure Found.”
“Continuing to work
together, our Ridgecrest
community can help
make the CF Foundation’s goal a reality.”
To take part in the Cystic Fibrosis Great Strides
virtual walk, go to
http://fightcf.cff.org/go
to/ridgecrest. For those
interested in donating go
to http://www.ridgecrestgreatstrides.org.

When it comes to your to-do list, put your future first.
To find out how to get your financial goals on track, contact
your Edward Jones financial advisor today.
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Suzan H Halsey, AAMS®
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Financial Advisor
1525 N Norma Suite D • Ridgecrest, CA 93555
1-760-446-4525
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Ridgecrest’s 14th Annual Cystic Fibrosis Great
Strides Walk fundraiser
will be held virtually from
Nov. 28 through Dec. 12.
“Loyal attendees of the
Walk will miss being together at this popular
‘Thanks-living’ event,
but fundraising for finding a CURE for cystic fibrosis (CF) must go on,”
a press release reads.
“For 13 years, the Frisbee family has sponsored
the annual Ridgecrest
Cystic Fibrosis Great
Strides Walk fundraiser.
With the help of many
volunteers, service clubs,
schools, church and
scout groups, businesses and individuals, the
Ridgecrest Walks have
raised over $506,000.”
Money raised from the

event goes towards support research funding.
More recently, the FDA
approved Trifekta, a genetic treatment that
helps with the overall
quality of life and health
of people with Cystic Fibrosis, including a reduction in hospitalizations.
“Raising money locally is one way my family
can do its part in helping
the CF Foundation…
Raising money helps find
new medicines for CF,”
Taylor Frisbee said in a
2019 Blockbuster edition.
Although Trifekta may
not work for all, the
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Goodbye, Black Friday doorbusters:
What to expect

PHOTO BY JEFFERSON GRAHAM

Big TVs await their Black Friday sale at a Best Buy store.

Target, Best Buy, Walmart and Macy’s Black Friday plans:
How the holiday shopping season is different amid COVID-19
By Kelly Tyko
USA TODAY

Kiss Black Friday in-store doorbusters
goodbye.
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the
hottest deals this holiday shopping season will be available online to reduce
crowds and to eliminate the need to
rush into a store.
The sales also are starting earlier than
in past years and lasting longer to spread
out demand in a season retailers say is
unlike any other they have experienced.
Experts say it’s critical for retailers to
start the season early as consumers will
be faced with restrictions on how many
can be in a store at a time and concerns
about online orders not arriving on time.
The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention classified “shopping at
crowded stores just before, on or after
Thanksgiving” on a list of higher-risk
activities to avoid and in guidance issued
ahead of the fall holidays also suggest
more online shopping.
Neil Saunders, managing director of
the retail consultancy Global Data, said
the idea of any retailer driving crowds of
people into their stores is a “nonstarter.”
“No retailer can run the risk of overcrowding, and so all will be looking to
balance the need to drive sales with the
need to keep people safe,” Saunders
said.
Walmart unveiled last week how it will
revamp its Black Friday sale by offering
shoppers three chances to get the “best
prices of the season” in November.

Happy Thanksgiving
from all of us at

H E AT I N G & A I R C O N D I T I O N I N G

Scott McCall, Walmart U.S. executive
vice president and chief merchandising
officer, said in a recent interview with
USA TODAY that more online offers
makes for a “safer and more convenient
way to shop” and helps manage instore traffic.
“The doorbuster deals will be online,
but we’re also going to have great prices
in-store,” McCall said.
Lowe’s starts its new “Season of Savings” sale Thursday, Oct. 22 and through
Dec. 2 the home improvement chain
will offer daily online deals.
“When it comes to going into the
physical stores, we are not going to create a situation where there is a time
sensitivity that would create crowd situations,” Marisa Thalberg, Lowe’s executive vice president, chief brand and

See SHOPPING, A11
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821 W. I NYOKERN R D .
1.760.446.5577
501 N. China Lake Blvd
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marketing officer, told USA TODAY.
“That is irresponsible in our current
environment.”
According to a holiday survey from
Affirm taken by 2,000 Americans, 7 in
10 respondents said they’re more likely to buy something on sale now, rather
than waiting for the traditional Black
Friday or Cyber Monday sales.
Announcements about the different
holiday season started rolling out in
July when Walmart was first to announce stores would be closed on
Thanksgiving for the first time since
the late 1980s. Target, Best Buy and
Dick’s Sporting Goods quickly followed
suit by announcing stores would stay
closed on the holiday.

501 N. China Lake Blvd.
760-384-4541
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The problem with curfews
am not a fan of curfews.
I’ll admit it.
The very word brings
back teenage memories of
sneaking into my parents’
place after-hours hoping to
avoid running into my father
on the way. Just like in the
movies, he had this one chair
with gold fabric he would sit
in facing the front door so his
scowling face was usually the
first thing I saw when I crept
back into the house in the
middle of the night. Conversely, if I made it past that
chair without being discovered I knew I was home free.
But he was usually there.
Curfews, it seems to me, by
their very nature discriminate
against night people. A lot of
us are most productive at
night and require the occasional late-night walk (with
pepper spray) or trip through
the Del Taco drive-thru to
fuel that creativity.
Which brings me to Governor Newsom’s latest. This
time I think the governor has
gone too far. I know many

I

Jessica Weston
people in Ridgecrest think he
went too far a long time ago,
but this is my column and in
my opinion there was justification for his prior pandemic
measures. But this one isn’t
going to work.
For those living under a
rock, Newsom instituted a
curfew for most of California
for the next month – telling
people they should stay at
home between 10 p.m. to 5
a.m. at least through December 21, maybe longer.
According to Newsom’s office, one rationale for the restriction is to prevent private
parties, where people tend to
imbibe alcohol and thus have
reduced inhibitions. It seems
obviously timed to put the

squelch on holiday get-togethers.
It might not be a bad idea –
if it worked. The only problem
is, it won’t. The people who
agree with Newsom’s precautions are already being cautious and probably not scheduling many shindigs this holiday season. And those who
don’t agree will hold their
parties as usual, with the only
new thing being perhaps a
group eggnog toast to Newsom’s recall. (I didn’t say I
want this, but judging by
Facebook comments a lot of
people in Ridgecrest do.)
Also, all joking aside, curfews don’t have the most impressive history. Hitler and
the Nazis were fond of imposing curfews, first on Jewish
people and later on occupied
cities such as Paris.
I really, really don’t think
this is the sort of historic
company our California governor should be keeping, especially given that the precaution is unlikely to do much
good.

In my opinion, imposing a
curfew is different from requiring people who are medically able to wear masks in
public. By definition, the
mask directive refers to the
public sphere and is therefore
relatively easy to enforce in
public venues such as stores,
as anyone who has been to
Walmart recently can attest.
People who are medically
able but don’t want to wear
masks, can stay out of the
store and not shop or they can
place an order for pick-up.
Simple and effective. In my
opinion, the minor imposition
on freedom is well worth it for
the documented results of
slowing the spread of COVID19.
Controlling behavior in private spaces is altogether more
complicated. It’s hard to
imagine how the restriction
on social get-togethers in
homes can actually be enforced in any meaningful or
far-reaching way. It’s more of
a symbolic prohibition, and in
my opinion a bad idea. I think

the emphasis should be on education and voluntary compliance at home, with data
and transmission rates to
back the recommendations
up.
I’ve said it before and I will
say it again. Let’s make this
easy. Everyone who is capable, please follow the recommendations. Please just wear
masks and practice social distancing with people outside of
immediate family until we
have a vaccine. Let’s just do
that on our own, and this holiday season we can all toast to
something more positive like
better luck next year. It’s
about time.
— Jessica Weston is an
award-winning columnist and
the city editor for The Daily Independent. She can be reached
at jweston@ridgecrestca.com.
—
The views expressed are
those of the columnist and
do not necessarily represent the official stance of
the Daily Independent.

Local artist holds front yard art show and book signing
Staff report

Author Vivian Chepourkoff Hayes is holding
an art show in her front
yard from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Dec. 5.
“Since Santa’s Art Shop
won’t be on this year,
come to this art show to
see quality paintings,” a
press release reads.
The art show will include Hayes’ own paintings as well as paintings
from another artist, Ofa

Irvine Jallu. Framed
paintings include landscapes, flowers, still lifes
and abstracts all from different mediums: watercolors, pastels and
acrylics included.
Hayes’ work was featured in the Maturango
Museum,
Outsiders
Gallery, Ridgecrest Fair
as well as other venues.
Jallu, an artist from
Modesto, taught art at
Stanislaus State University. She was listed in the

HSUMD taking See’s Candies orders
Staff report

The Historical Society of the
Upper Mojave Desert is offering a
limited selection of See’s Candies,
available for order for the holiday.
An order form will be available
on our Facebook, and additional
order forms are available at the
front door of the Historic USO
Building at 230 W. Ridgecrest

Blvd., and in the Swap Sheet.
Orders need to be mailed to
HSUMD (Candy), 230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd., no later than Dec. 15.
Please do not leave completed
forms at the Historic USO Building’s front door.
Phone orders can also be made to
Carol Porter at 760-446-3400,
also no later than Dec. 15 (only for
those items shown on the order
form).

Candy orders will be available for
pick-up on December 18 at the
Historic USO Building from 1 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m.
“We apologize for any disappointments you may have by not
seeing some of your favorites, but
we hope this will still bring the
joy of See’s Candies to your Holidays. Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays from the HSUMD,” an
HSUMD press release reads.

Showing of ‘Elf’ at Cerro Coso set for Dec. 4
Staff report

Cerro Coso Community College is hosting a free
showing of Elf in the main
parking lot of the Ridgecrest Campus on Dec. 4 at

around 7 p.m.
“Fun for the whole family, jump in the car, drive
up the hill, and enjoy an
evening of rare, retro
throwback to the golden
age of cinema,” a press

release from CCCC reads.
It is expected to be cold,
so moviegoers are encouraged to bring blankets and
hand warmers to the
event. If it is windy or
rainy, the event will like-

Trash pickup delayed by one day

Staff report

In observance of
Thanksgiving, Waste
Management’s residential trash and recycling
pick-up schedule will be
delayed by one day, start-

ing Thursday.
The delay will continue
through the remainder of
the week. For Ridgecrest
customers who receive
service on Thursdays,
please place your carts out
for service on Friday. For

those who receive service
Friday, please place your
carts out on Saturday.
All local Waste Management operations will
be closed on Thanksgiving
and will reopen on Friday.

Happy
Thanksgiving
From Your

ly be canceled. For updates, visit the SGCC
Coyotes Instagram page.
The event is following
the protocols mandated
by local, county and state
public health agencies.

“Artists of Southern California” and “Who’s Who
Among
American
Women,” according to
the press release.
For those interested,

contact Hayes at vivianhayes154@yahoo.com, or
call
760-793-3804.
Copies of Hayes’ books
will be available at the art
show.

We are thankful
for all of our State
Farm Customers.
From our office to
your family,
Happy Thanksgiving

Gary Charlon

995 N Norma St Ste A • 760-446-4279
www.myridgecrestagent.com
LIC.# 0496421

from the staff at

100 E. Ward, Ridgecrest, CA
1-760-446-3500 • desertvalleys.org
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What you learned about the ‘first
Thanksgiving’ isn’t true. Here’s the real story

By Eryn Dion

USA TODAY

he traditional
story of Thanksgiving, and by extension the Pilgrims — the one repeated in school history books
and given the Peanuts
treatment in “A Charlie
Brown Thanksgiving” —
doesn’t start in 1620, with
the cold and seasick Pilgrims stepping off the
Mayflower onto Plymouth Rock.
It also doesn’t start a
year later, with the Pilgrims and the native
Wampanoag all sitting
together to “break bread”
and celebrate their first
successful harvest and a
long, harmonious relationship to come.
It doesn’t start there
because those things never happened, despite being immortalized in
American mythos for
generations.
The Pilgrims spent only
a few weeks of 1620 in
the Wampanoag village
of Patuxet, which they
would rename Plimoth
(now Plymouth), and they
certainly didn’t step off
onto Plymouth Rock. As
for that 1621 feast — the
supposed genesis of today’s Thanksgiving tradition — there was a small
feast,
but
the
Wampanoag were not invited, they showed up later. Their role in helping
the Pilgrims survive by
sharing resources and
wisdom went unacknowledged that day, according to accounts of the
toasts given by Pilgrim
leaders.

T

CAPE COD TIMES FILE PHOTO

Mashpee Wampanoag and Plimouth Plantation site supervisor Phillip Wynne, right, scrapes out a pine mishoon while Dan Shears observes. Plimouth
Plantation associate director of the Wampanoag indigenous program Darius Coombs helped make a 16-foot white pine mishoon to be donated to the
Smithsonian.

Lincoln’s first
Thanksgiving Day
didn't mention
Pilgrims
The first national
Thanksgiving Day did not
invoke the Pilgrims at all.
In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared a
Thanksgiving Day on the

Happy
Thanksgiving
from the crew at

last Thursday of November, looking to reconcile a
country in the throes of
the Civil War.
On a parallel track, the
story of the Pilgrim forefathers coming to the
New World and founding
America for religious
freedom gained steam, as
New England Protestants
wielded the myth to gain
the top spot in the country’s cultural hierarchy,
above Catholics and immigrants, according to
historian David Silver-

man in his book “This
Land Is Their Land: The
Wampanoag Indians,
Plymouth Colony and the
Troubled History of
Thanksgiving.”
As Americans looked
for an origin story that
wasn’t soaked in the
blood of Native Americans or built on the backs
of slavery, the humble,
bloodless story of the 102
Pilgrims forging a path in
the New World in search
of religious freedom was
just what they needed,

Come Join Us!
Call For Class
Schedule And
Times Available
760-446-0332
345 W Ridgecrest Blvd
catsrc.com

cardinalridgecrestplumbing.com
Lic # 496447

STATE-OF-THE-ART LABORATORY SERVICES
CLOSE TO HOME WITH ONLINE BOOKING

according to Silverman.
Regardless of whether it
was rooted in historical
fact, it became accepted
as such.
In 1963, these two
tracks crossed when
President
John
F.
Kennedy, whose family
frolicked in the home of
the native Nauset and
Aquinnah people on Cape
Cod and Martha’s Vineyard, immortalized them
in his own Thanksgiving
Day proclamation, baking
the plaits together like

the bread broken and
shared in the mythic first
Thanksgiving feast.
The historically accurate story of the Pilgrims
and the founding of Plymouth Colony 400 years
ago this month is not in
most school history
books. It also is not the
one you’ll find at Pilgrim
Memorial Park in Plymouth, Massachusetts,
home of the famed Plymouth Rock and the

See STORY, A14

Wishing our
Students and our
Community a
Happy
Thanksgiving
From all of us at

CERRO COSO
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
www.cerrocoso.edu
760-384-6219

Everyone deserves to have close-to-home access to high quality laboratory tests.
That’s why our team of highly trained laboratory professionals work diligently to
ensure accuracy, timeliness and reliability of every test we provide.

Still Here For Your Health...
3 locations for your convenience.
Online appointment booking at RRH.ORG/APPOINTMENTS to meet your availability.
Covid-19 protocols in place for your safety.

Patient Service Center
1081 N.China Lake Blvd.
Mon - Fri 6am - 6pm, Sat 8am - 12pm
(760) 499-3576/3590

Outpatient Pavilion Lab
1011 N.China Lake Blvd.
Mon - Fri 6am - 2:30pm
(760) 499-3759

Wishing Our
Customers &
Community
A Happy
Thanksgiving
Come In And See
Our Selection Of
Hallmark Products
& Gift Items

Occupational Health Clinic
409 Drummond Ave.
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
(closed for lunch 12pm - 1pm)
(760) 371-1991 / (760) 499-3580

229 W Ridgecrest Blvd
760-371-1350
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

METRO

Individuals looking for everything from clothing to home improvement services to office
supplies, or even baked goods, can look to small businesses to fill those needs.

Shopping locally
is now more
crucial than ever
The importance of
shopping locally has been
emphasized with increasing urgency in recent
years. Events like Small
Business Saturday and
Plaid Friday have brought
some much-needed attention to the importance
of shopping local, which
is even more crucial now
as so many small businesses try to survive the
pandemic.
A poll from the trade
group the National Federation of Independent
Business reported that
about half of all the businesses in the survey reported a 25 percent drop
in sales since the outbreak
of the COVID-19 virus,
and roughly one in five
businesses have seen sales
decline by more than 50
percent. If the economic
climate does not radically improve, 20 percent of
small businesses won’t
survive.
According to NBC
News, small businesses

employ 60 million people
in the United States, almost half of the nation’s
private-sector employees. In addition, small
businesses generate tax
revenues that help communities by funding
schools, maintaining
parks and contributing to
public safety programs.
However, based on research from the Federal
Reserve Bank of New
York, even before
COVID-19 spread across
the world, only 20 percent
of healthy small businesses had sufficient cash reserves to continue to operate if they experienced
a revenue loss for two
months. Some have been
shuttered for much
longer.
Individuals looking for
everything from clothing
to home improvement
services to office supplies
can look to small businesses to fill those needs.
• Look for small businesses for any and all of

We Are Here To Help
You With All Of Your
CA Titling Needs
• Registrations • Title Transfers
• Renewals
• Lien Sales
• Non Resident Transactions
• Dismantler Processing
Registration Stickers
On Site
Let Us Earn Your Business

your shopping needs.
Chances are items sold
by big box retailers also
are sold by small businesses. When the options
are the same or similar,
purchase from a small
business instead of its big
box competitor.
• Readily provide recommendations of small
businesses with which
you have done business.
Too often people are
quick to complain about
places that have failed
them, but those same
people don’t think to say
kind words about companies that went above and
beyond. Share great experiences on social media
or through word of
mouth.
• Talk to small businesses owners first if you
have an issue. It’s tempting to go directly to social
media to complain about
something, but such
complaints can have a
dire impact. Always take
issues to the manager or

METRO

Specific events are geared to direct shopping traffic to local businesses during the holiday season.

business owner first to
see if a resolution can be
reached. A manager may
not be aware of an issue at
all. Give small businesses
a chance to make it right
before taking things public.
• If you own a small
business, rely on other
small businesses to fulfill
your needs. Order supplies from fellow small
business owners, seek the
help of local financial advisors and tax professionals and use local suppliers
and delivery personnel.
Small businesses have
experienced unprecedented setbacks due to
COVID-19. By supporting small businesses,
communities can help
them regain stable footing.

Support our Community
Support your Local
Small Business
FREE Tire
Rotation with Oil
Change Purchase
with coupon

Automotive
S
’
O Registration

Service
M 335 W Ridgecrest
Blvd

760-446-1927 • Fax 760-499-1414
Se Habla Español

(760) 446-4771 • 629 INYOKERN ROAD

Support Your
Community

You have better
things to do

• Edible Foodscapes
& Pantry
• Home Goods &
Cocktail Tools
• Organic Body Care
• Much Much More

Great Deals On All Products
For Black Friday And Small
Business Saturday

245 BALSAM STREET • 760.382.0829

COME & SHOP SMALL
WITH US BLACK FRIDAY AND
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
GET 10% DISCOUNT
STOREWIDE*
NOV 27 & 28, 2020
COMICS, MAGIC THE GATHERING,
SCIENCE KITS, PUPPETS, CALICO CRITTERS,
PUZZLES, GAMES, PLAYMOBIL, RC VEHICLES
M - F 11- 6 • Sat 11 - 5 • Sun 11 - 4
827 N China Lake Blvd. • (760) 371-3031
*Sees Candy Exempt From Discount

Black Friday and
Small Biz Saturday
20% Off Selected Stocking
Stuffers
FREE TOTE
BAG WITH ANY
PURCHASE
OVER $50

We’ll handle your home
loan. Let’s get started.

*XLOG0RUWJDJH5LGJHFUHVW

Equal Housing LenderNMLS #3274 guildmortgage.com/
licensing5LGJHFUHVW%UDQFK10/6/LFE\WKH
'HSWRI%XVLQHVV2YHUVLJKWXQGHUWKH&$50/$ 

• Eco Friendly
Clothing & Gifts
• Rare/Exotic Plants
• Plant Based
Market
• Fine Jewelry

YES! WE HAVE SEE'S!

Merry Christmas

::DUG$YH6XLWH&_5LGJHFUHVW&$
 
JXLOGPRUWJDJHFRPEUDQFKHVULGJHFUHVW

Large Selection Of
Great Gift Ideas

Over 40 Years As Your
Trusted Hometown Plumbers
www.cardinalplumbing.net
1501 1/2 N. China Lake Blvd.
Lic # 496447

We Carry Elf
on the Shelf

25% Off Cookbooks
& Craft Books
in November

RED ROCK BOOKS

206 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.
760-375-3454
Open Mon-Sat 10-7 Sun, 11-5
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WATER
Continued from A1

$500,000 to develop a
business or feasibility plan
determining the best use
of the recycled water and
the most cost-effective
manner.
The two expected users
of the water ultimately
are the water district and
Searles Valley Minerals.
Searles has taken legal action against the IWVGA
over the recently-passed
replenishment and extraction fees claiming in a
statement Sept. 30 that
“The unprecedented and
exorbitant new fees
would increase the company’s water costs by
7,000 percent or $6 million per year – pushing
Searles Valley Minerals
out of business after more
than 140 years of operation and threatening the
livelihood of the company’s 700 employees.”
The hope is that the recycled water project can
help keep Searles Valley
Minerals in business, according to City Attorney
Keith Lemieux.
“The city recognizes
Searles’ water use
amounts to almost a third
of native safe yield of water, leaving the valley in
other circumstances that
might be undesirable,”
Lemieux said. However,
he added, Searles also
provides jobs for citizens
of Ridgecrest.
“The hope is that the
water can be used to help
maintain the business for
the benefit of those citizens as well as Ridgecrest
as a community,” he said.
“This is the city’s effort to
get a lower cost water alternative for Searles. This
is what we think is a reasonable, low-cost alternative that should help
keep the jobs in town as
well as helping to reduce
water costs for the water
district and the ratepayers of the water district as
well.”
Meanwhile, litigation
between Searles Valley

“That is unconscionable. The GA is going to pay the city to be
on this board.”
—IWVGA member Ron Kicinski in voting against the IWVGA paying the
city of Ridgecrest’s administrative fees for providing staffing to the GA
and the IWVGA is ongoing. Camille Anderson
from Searles Valley Minerals told the Daily Independent Tuesday that
discussions with the
groundwater authority
continue.
“Everything is on the
table,” Anderson said.
“We are open to all feasible options, and if recycled water is an option
we will seriously consider it. However, at this
juncture recycled water
for Searles is only a concept.”
Searles and the water
district will have until
next month to decide if
they are interested in getting into the program. If
they do take part, their
replenishment fees will
be reduced based on the
levels of their participation.
The finer points of the
recycled water project
have yet to be hammered
out. The potential project
has many variables and
can be configured in a variety of ways.
“The goal here is to try
to make the recycled water program less expensive than imported water,” Lemieux said at the
council meeting.
The hope is to use
grants to fund most of the
infrastructure. Hall said
this is likely because recycled water is “a grantrich environment.”
At this time, the city
receives no compensation for water discharged
from the current facility.
The IWVGA also affirmed its prior agreement to pay the city’s past
administrative costs associated with the IWVGA
as well as paying current
and future city administrative costs.
The city has provided
staff to the groundwater
authority on an ongoing

basis and has continued to
ask for reimbursement,
according to Lemieux.
The groundwater authority has twice approved paying the city’s
administrative costs as
part of approving a rate
and budget, but has not
yet done so according to
Lemieux. The option
agreement “reifies former prior commitment”
and indicates costs will
be paid going forward,
Lemieux said.
Kicinski argued passionately and at length
against this reimbursement at the GA meeting.
“That is unconscionable. The GA is going
to pay the city to be on
this board,” Kicinski said.
The second element of
the agreement is that the
city is free from paying
replenishment fees for
city water, which is used
primarily for parks.
“The reason for that is if
the city was not going to
have that recognized, the
city may want to use the
water itself,” Lemieux
said.
The third element of
the agreement is that
IWVGA is agreeing in receiving water that when a
recycled water program is
developed, that the water
developed from the program will be put to uses
that benefit the citizens of
the city of Ridgecrest or
benefit commercial or domestic uses, Lemieux
said.
The reimbursement of
the city’s admin fees is
already budgeted and
covered in the GSP fee,
according to Hall. As for
other charges, they will be
covered by those who use
the recycled water.
The item was discussed
at both meetings with a
sense of urgency because,
according to Lemieux at
the council meeting, par-

ticipants joining the recycled water program get
some relief from the replenishment fee that
would otherwise begin
Jan. 1, 2021.
The groundwater authority has several options of what to do with
the water, according to
County Counsel Philip
Hall at the IWVGA meeting Nov. 20.
“For us to use it, we
have to take it somewhere
else and use it differently,” Hall said.
Options include treating the recycled water to
a higher standard and injecting it directly into the
ground; taking it through
a pipeline where it will
percolate into the ground;
use purple piping to city
parks, or transferring it
to Searles Valley Minerals
depending on what level
of treatment they can use.
The direct injection
plan is the most expensive
according to Hall. Hall
also said the percolation
plan was likely the cheapest. Kicinski disputed
Hall’s information and
said that the water district
at a workshop decided
that a combination purple
pipe and direct injection
would be the best strategy and the district was
qualified to oversee it.
“We do know the best
way to use the water at
this particular time,”
Kicinski said.
IWVGA Chair Mick
Gleason asked if the
agreement precludes the
city from acting independently.
“The city is promising
to make the water available upon the request
from the GA. That’s the
purpose of the option,”
Lemieux said.
If the city opts out of
their option, they would
be required to reimburse
the GA for any infrastruc-

ture costs already incurred, according to Hall.
Gleason then asked
about sewer liability.
“As for liability when
you are talking about
sewer it’s a messy business,” Hall replied. He
added that the city would
retain the sewer liabilities.
As with many IWVGA
actions, the recycled water program had its detractors.
“Why is there such a
hurry to do this again?
You’ve hurried through
many important things.
And it has resulted in the
community getting an
ever-stronger negative
view of you. And you need
all of the community to
support you,” Judie Decker said during a call to the
IWVGA meeting.
“Judie, we’re not getting public support. We’re
getting public scorn,”
Gleason said. “The good
news is that it’s coming
from everywhere so
there’s value to that. Obviously we’re not favoring
anybody.”
Decker also asked why
the items weren’t sent to
the policy advisory committee and technical advisory committee for discussion prior to vetting
at the GA meeting.
“COVID has effectively precluded our ability
to work with the PAC and
the TAC,” Gleason said.
Elizabeth Esposito
called into the IWVGA
meeting on behalf of Mojave Pistachios and objected to the exclusion of
agriculture and other interested users from this
program.
Mike Neel called into
both the city council
meeting and the IWVGA
meeting to express disapproval of the project.
“I’ve got to speak out
on this, I think the city has
gotten the wool pulled
over its eyes,” said
groundwater consultant
Tim Parker, who called
into the IWVGA meeting
the day after the city
council approved its end
of the deal.
Parker argued the city
should take the lead on
developing the recycled
water as an asset.
“It’s a valuable asset
throughout the state.
People are going to be
fighting for this in future,” Parker said.
Parker also suggested
the city should obtain
outside advice.
“I recommend the city
look at itself and the
wastewater as an asset.
Lots of people are making
this effort and they’re
making money on it.”
Parker does do monitoring for the water district
but said he was not repre-

senting them during his
call, he said.
Presumed IWVWD Director-elect Chuck Griffin called into the IWVGA
meeting and suggested
the water be lightly treated and used for construction work on the base.
“You have to treat water somehow before putting it on the ground.
There are a number of
things that have to happen, state health and safety before you throw it on
the ground,” Kicinski
said.
Not everyone criticized
the project.
“I agree with it, I think
it’s just straightforward.
You’ve got to start somewhere. I see no problem
with it,” caller Renee
Westa-Lusk said at the
groundwater authority
meeting.
Mojave Pistachios,
meanwhile, is requesting
a deferral of the replenishment fee and extraction fee recently approved
by the IWVGA. In a letter
to the groundwater authority, Law firm Brownstein Hyatt Farber
Schreck submitted on
Mojave Pistachios’ behalf
several concerns related
to, among others, the
Brown Act, the extraction fee and what the letter described as “the ever
apparent shortcomings”
of the groundwater authority’s financial reporting.
In a letter to the IWVGA board dated Nov. 18,
Mojave Pistachios asked
that the GA postpone the
effective date of the extraction and replenishment fees until the California Department of
Water Resources has approved the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan for the
basin.
The letter argues that
the GA has identified “not
a single undesirable result” under a specific water code of continuing at
the current rate of extraction for the next 24
months, that the combined replenishment and
extraction fees are the
highest groundwater fees
in California history, and
existing users and concerns will be unable to
pay the fees without going
into bankruptcy.
The letter also argues
that the fees will cause
additional hardships during COVID-19 governmental shutdowns and
the plan to support acquiring additional water
through the fees will not
work because “the GSP
is subject to regulatory
approval and two lawsuits challenging its legitimacy.”
Watch the DI for more
on this story as it evolves.
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Letters to Santa will
be published in the
December 25th edition of
The Daily Independent,
along with additional
Christmas photos. After
all letters are received and
retyped, they will be
mailed to the North Pole,
Attn: Santa Claus.
All submissions must be
received by December
11th, 2020 in our offices at
224 East Ridgecrest Blvd.
Santa has gone digital!
You may also email your
letter to Santa to
SantasWorkshopRidgecrest@gmail.com
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Men’s Virility Restored in
Clinical Trial; 275% More
Blood Flow in 5 Minutes
A newly improved version of America’s best-selling
male performance enhancer gives 70-year-old men
the ability and stamina they enjoyed in their 30’s.
America’s best-selling
sexual
performance
enhancer just got a lot
better.
It’s
the
latest
breakthrough for nitric
oxide – the molecule
that makes E.D. woes
fade and restores virility
when it counts the most.
Nitric oxide won the
Nobel Prize in 1998.
It’s why “the little blue
pill” works. More than A new discovery that increases nitric oxide availability was
 TUVEJFTDPOmSN recently proven in a clinical trial to boost blood ﬂow 275%
it’s the key to superior
sexual performance.
sexual
performance. impressive results.
Max
Red
And this new discovery Primal
In a Journal of Applied
increases nitric oxide contains a bigger, 9,000 Physiology study, one
availability resulting in mg per serving dose. It’s resulted in a 30 times
even quicker, stronger become so popular, he’s MORE nitric oxide. And
and
longer-lasting having trouble keeping these increased levels
it in stock.
performance.
lasted up to 12 hours.
JEFFERSON GRAHAM

Best Buy asks in-store shoppers to use a QR code to see their best deals.

SHOPPING
Continued from A2

Holiday shopping 2020
More details on how the
season is changing are expected to be released in
the coming days and
weeks.
Amazon
Holiday
Dash
Two days after Amazon Prime Day ended,
Amazon announced the
kickoff of its “Holiday
Dash” sale Friday with
more than a million deals
worldwide throughout the
holiday season.
The deals posted at
Amazon.com/holidaydash include “deep discounts from small businesses and top brands”
across multiple categories
from toys to fashion, electronics, home, kitchen
and beauty.
Bed Bath & Beyond
Black Friday
Bed Bath & Beyond’s
Holiday Daily Deals,
which offers “one hot
item” begins Nov. 2 and
ends Dec. 24. Through
Oct. 31, shoppers who join
the Beyond+ loyalty program will get a bonus card
whose $29 value matches
the membership fee. The
program gives members a
20% discount whenever
they make a purchase, as
well as early looks at holiday deals and free standard shipping.
The retailer, which is
closing a round of stores
by the end of the year,
also said it will be offering
its best savings of the season “with expanded Black
Friday and Cyber Monday
offers across multiple
days so customers can
shop safely with omnichannel services and
save with confidence.”
Best Buy Black Friday
Best Buy revealed its
Black Friday sale ad earlier than ever with “thousands of deals on the season’s hottest tech.” The
ad was released Oct. 29.

BJ’s Wholesale Club
Black Friday
According to BJ’s, it will
have three waves of November sales, while supplies last, including:
Early Bird Savings: Nov.
5-30
Black Friday Savings:
Nov. 20-30
5-Day Deals: Nov. 2630
Home Depot Black
Friday
Home Depot announced it will host its
Black Friday sale starting
Nov. 6 and continue
through Dec. 2 with deals
available while supplies
last.
Kohl’s Black Friday
Kohl’s announced in
July that stores would be
closed on Thanksgiving
and recently said it will
offer a new “Black Friday
Week” this year. Kohl’s
hasn’t revealed what the
sale will look like yet.
Lowe’s Black Friday
Lowe’s starts its new
“Season of Savings” sale
Thursday, Oct. 22 and
through Dec. 2, the home
improvement chain will
offer daily online deals.
Macy’s Black Friday
Macy’s posted a sneak
peek of its Black Friday
sale that will start Nov. 16
with deals in stores and
online.
Sam’s Club Black Friday
Sam’s Club recently
outlined its big sales and
how it has expanded them
to give shoppers more
time to shop. Instead of a
four-day Black Friday
sale, this year it’ll last 10
days. Sales include:
November Instant Savings: Oct. 28 to Nov. 29
November Savings
Event: Nov. 7 to 15, extended from one day to
nine days
Thanksgiving/Black
Friday sale: Nov. 20 to
29, “10 Days of ThanksSavings,” extended from
four days to 10 days
Cyber Monday OnlineOnly Savings Event: Nov.
30
December Instant Sav-

ings: Dec. 1 to 24
December Savings
Event: Dec. 5 to 13, extended from one day to
nine days
Target Black Friday
Target announced in
July that it would start
rolling out deals in October and be closed on
Thanksgiving. At the
same time as Amazon
Prime Day, Target had its
“Deal Days” sale. More
details about Target’s
Black Friday sale are expected soon.
Target said Oct. 22 that
it was bolstering COVID19 safety measures and
stores will open at 7 a.m.
on Black Friday. On Oct.
29, it revealed details of
the Black Friday sale.
Walmart Black Friday
Walmart announced
last week that it is revamping its Black Friday
sale by is offering shoppers three chances to get
the “best prices of the
season.” The first of the
three sales start Nov. 4
online, the second starts
Veterans Day and the
third begins the night before Thanksgiving, Nov.
25.
Stores closed
Thanksgiving 2020
Some retailers have
traditionally
stayed
closed on Thanksgiving
including Apple, wholesale clubs Costco and
Sam’s Club, home improvement stores Home
Depot and Lowe’s.
Academy Sports +
Outdoors
Bed Bath & Beyond
Best Buy
Costco
Dick’s Sporting Goods
J.C. Penney
Home Depot
Kohl’s
Office Depot and OfficeMax
Sam’s Club
Simon Property Group
Target
Walmart
Winn-Dixie
Contributing: Charisse
Jones

Happy Thanksgiving
from all of Us to all of You

visit us
online at
www.
ridgecrestca
.com

(760) 375-4123
501 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.,
Ridgecrest, CA

One
double-blind,
placebo-controlled study
(the
“gold-standard”
of research) involved
a group of 70-year-oldmen.
They didn’t exercise.
They didn’t eat healthy.
And researchers reported
their
“nitric
oxide
availability was almost
totally compromised,”
SFTVMUJOH JO CMPPE nPX
less than HALF of a man
in peak sexual health.
#VU POMZ mWF NJOVUFT
BGUFSUIFmSTUEPTFUIFJS
CMPPE nPX JODSFBTFE
275%, back to levels
of a perfectly healthy
31-year-old man! “It’s
amazing,”
remarks
nitric oxide expert Dr.
Al Sears. “That’s like
giving 70-year-old men
the sexual power of
30-year-olds.”

WHY SO MUCH
EXCITEMENT?
Despite the billions
men spend annually
on older nitric oxide
therapies, there’s one
well-known
problem
with them.
They
work.

don’t

always

Dr. Sears is the
author of more than
 TDJFOUJmD QBQFST
Thousands of people
listened to him speak at
the recent Palm Beach
Health
&
Wellness
Festival
featuring
Dr. Oz. NFL Hall of
Fame quarterback Joe
Namath recently visited
his clinic, the Sears
Institute for Anti-Aging
Medicine.

“I measured my nitric
oxide levels, you can buy
a test kit from Amazon,”
reports 48-year-old Jeff
O. “Monday night I
showed depleted.”

Then
he
used
ingredients in Primal
Max Red and, “The
results were off the
DIBSUT * mSTU XPLF
around 3 a.m. on
Tuesday very excited.
My nitric oxide levels
Primal Max Red has
measured at the top end
only been available for
of the range.”
a few months — but
FREE BONUS
everyone who takes it
TESTOSTERONE
reports a big difference.
BOOSTER
“I have the energy to
have sex three times in
Every order also gets
one day, WOW! That Dr. Sears testosterone
has not happened in boosting formula Primal
years. Oh, by the way I Max Black for free.
am 62,” says Jonathan
“If
you
want
K. from Birmingham,
passionate
‘rip
your
AL.
clothes off’ sex you had
HOW IT WORKS
in your younger days,
Loss of erection power you need nitric oxide to
starts with your blood get your erection going.
WFTTFMT
4QFDJmDBMMZ  And testosterone for
the inside layer called energy and drive,” says
the endothelium where Dr. Sears. “You get both
with Primal Max Red
nitric oxide is made.
and Primal Max Black.”
The problem is various
HOW TO GET
factors THICKEN your
PRIMAL MAX
blood vessels as you age.
This blocks availability
To secure free bottles
causing the nitric oxide of Primal Max Black and
“glitch.” The result is get the hot, new Primal
EJGmDVMUZ JO HFUUJOH BOE Max Red formula, buyers
sustaining a healthy should
contact
the
erection.
Sears Health Hotline at

A very distinguished
and awarded doctor
practicing at a prestigious
Massachusetts hospital
who has studied Nitric
Oxide for over 43 years
How bad is the
TUBUFT B iEFmDJFODZ PG problem?
bioactive nitric oxide…
Researcher shows the
leads
to
impaired
typical 40-year-old man
endothelium-dependent
absorbs 50% less nitric
vasorelaxation.”
oxide. At 50, that drops
In plain English, these to 25%. And once you
older products may pass 60 just a measly
increase levels of nitric 15% gets through.
oxide. But that’s only
To
make
matters
half the battle. If it’s
worse,
nitric
oxide
not bioactively available
levels start declining in
then your body can’t
your 30’s. And by 70,
absorb it to produce an
nitric oxide production
erection.
is down an alarming
Experts simply call it 75%.
the nitric oxide “glitch.”
Primal Max Red is
And until now, there’s
UIF mSTU GPSNVMB UP
never been a solution.
tackle both problems.
NEXT GENERATION Combining
powerful
NITRIC OXIDE
nitric oxide boosters
FORMULA FLYING and a proven delivery
OFF SHELVES
mechanism that defeats
Upon further research, the nitric oxide “glitch”
America’s No. 1 men’s resulting in 275% better
health expert Dr. Al CMPPE nPX 5IFSFT
Sears discovered certain not enough space here
OVUSJFOUTmYUIJTiHMJUDIw to fully explain how
resulting in 275% better it works, so Dr. Sears
will send anyone who
CMPPEnPX
orders Primal Max Red
He’s combined those a free special report that
nutrients with proven explains everything.
nitric oxide boosters in
MORE CLINICAL
a new formula called
RESULTS
Primal Max Red. In
clinical trials, 5,000 mg
Nutrients in Primal
is required for satisfying Max Red have logged

1-800-413-5832 within
the next 48 hours. “It’s
not available in drug
stores yet,” says Dr.
Sears. “The Hotline
allows us to ship directly
to the customer.”
Dr. Sears feels so
strongly about Primal
Max, all orders are
backed by a 100%
money-back guarantee.
“Just send me back the
bottle and any unused
product within 90 days
from purchase date, and
I’ll send you all your
money back,” he says.
The Hotline will be
open for the next 48
hours. After that, the
phone number will be
shut down to allow
them to restock. Call
1-800-413-5832 to secure
your limited supply of
Primal Max Red and
free bottles of Primal
Max Black. You don’t
need a prescription, and
those who call in the
mSTUIPVSTRVBMJGZGPS
B TJHOJmDBOU EJTDPVOU
Use
Promo
Code
NP1120PMAX495 when
you call in. Lines are
frequently busy, but all
calls will be answered.

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS
PRODUCT IS NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY
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PANDEMIC
Continued from A1

related restrictions –
partly due to successful
opposition campaigns by
retailers, theater owners,
unions, mass transportation companies and other economically stressed
stakeholders. Washington, Indianapolis, and
Oakland, California, had
just lifted restrictions
days before, and San
Francisco was on the
brink of lifting its mask
mandate.
San Francisco, in particular, had one of the nation’s largest anti-masking campaigns, spearheaded by the Anti-Mask
League of San Francisco,
according to Howard
Markel, a professor of the
history of medicine at the
University of Michigan
and co-editor-in chief of
The American Influenza
Epidemic of 1918-1919.
Many people refused to
wear masks and were arrested, and when the “line
into the courtroom was so
long, they laid off arresting people because the

system couldn’t enforce
it,” Markel said.
On Nov. 13, the San
Francisco Examiner reported that “Thanksgiving Day will be celebrated
in San Francisco by the
discarding of gauze
masks, if the present rate
of decrease in influenza
continues.”
A week later, San Franciscans ceremoniously removed their masks as a
whistle-blow sounded
across the city at noon.
“San Francisco Joyously
Discards Masks In Twinkling; Faces Beam As
Gauze Covers Come Off
At Time Fixed,” the San
Francisco
Chronicle
wrote on its front page
Nov. 22.
Resistance to public
health measures was not
as “vociferous or widespread as today,” but it
was there, Markel said.
“A lot of these rules and
regulations were wrapped
up in the patriotism of
World War I, and most
people followed them.
But we don’t have that
unifying situation right
now. You would think the
pandemic would be unifying.”
In some cities, Thanksgiving rituals brought a

Get surprisingly
great Auto rates.

Gary Charlon, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0496421
995 N Norma St Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Bus: 760-446-4279

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company
of Texas
Richardson, TX
2001860

Here’s the deal, everyone
loves a good surprise —
especially when it comes to
saving money. State Farm®
has always been about that.
Call us to discover your
surprisingly great rates on
Auto today.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

welcome sense of normalcy. Many Americans
returned to religious services, performed charity
work and went through
with planned football
games, parties and performances.
In Portland, a “grand
reunion service” was
planned for the Sunday
after following Thanksgiving, “in honor of the
reassembling after being
debarred from worship
on account of the epidemic for the last five
weeks.” Members of various congregations were
“ready to greet each other after the long absence,”
according to the Oregon
Daily Journal on Nov. 16.
“The chimes of church
bells will once more be
heard on Sunday morning
throughout the city,
beckoning one and all to
attend their chosen place
of worship, where a double celebration will be
held, first over the suppression of autocracy
and, second, over the
eradication of a frightful
plague,” the paper wrote.
Rabbis, priests, pastors
and more conveyed a unified message at that time,
Hutchinson said – one of

“forgiveness and compassion.”
“People are urging to
be considerate of one another, to care for one another,” Hutchinson said.
“There are messages of
putting the smallness of
the individual into perspective with the vastness of humanity.”
Other cities were still
trending in the opposite
direction.
Lockdowns,
quarantines on
Thanksgiving
By the end of November, cases were rising in
cities such as Atlanta,
Denver, Louisville, Kentucky, Milwaukee, Omaha, Nebraska, Portland,
Oregon, and Richmond,
Virginia. Many health experts attributed the “renewal of the grippe epidemic” to festivities Nov.
11 – later designated as
Armistice Day – when
thousands flooded the
streets to celebrate the
end of WWI.
“It is not the lifting of
the closure ban that is the
cause of spreading of the
epidemic but the putting
aside of all precautions
and restrictions by the
people of Denver when

VCA Crestwood Animal
Hospital will have
reduced weekend
hours through
December 12, 2020
Monday - Friday
Normal hours
Saturday 11/7, 11/14,
11/21, 12/5, & 12/12
9am to 1 pm
Closed Saturday 11/28
Crestwood Animal
Hospital

they celebrated on Victory Day,” Denver City
Manager of Health and
Charity William H.
Sharpley told the Denver
Post in a story Nov. 21.
On Nov. 27, the day before Thanksgiving, St.
Louis reported its highest
new daily case count since
the epidemic began, and
Buffalo, New York, reported its largest jump in
daily cases since the lifting of its pandemic ban
weeks earlier. Both cities
subsequently cracked
down on public gatherings, limited the number
of passengers on streetcars and ordered those
cars to be ventilated and
cleaned.
In Salt Lake City, residents were under “quarantine” on Thanksgiving,
shops were prohibited
from holding sales and
celebrations were postponed until Christmas
Day. Placards indicating
households infected with
influenza were placed on
the front and rear entrances of 2,000 homes.
“Owing to the influenza quarantine, the day’s
festivities … had to be
postponed till Christmas
day. But Thanksgiving
services of some sort are
being held in nearly every
home,” an article on the
front page of the Desert
Evening News said. “Because the influenza quarantine prevents public

gatherings, the day in
Utah is being observed
quietly and without any
spectacular features.”
Officials in Los Angeles
promoted a “Stay at
Home Week” over
Thanksgiving. The Los
Angeles Times issued a
call on its front page to
“REMEMBER AFFLICTED THANKSGIVING
DAY; Influenza Ban Is
Felt,” saying, “Thanksgiving Day held many attractions, although in a
modified sense.”
“The Salvation Army
served fifty pounds of
turkeys to fifty old men,
but dispensed with its
usual big dinner to the
outcasts at the headquarters, because of the influenza ban,” the Times
wrote.
Denver, which was under a face mask order, had
just opened up three
emergency hospitals and
issued an urgent call for
nurses. Churches were
expected to hold Thanksgiving services, but “extra precautions will be
taken to guard against
spread of epidemic,” the
Rocky Mountain News
reported the day before.
“Special pains have
been taken to provide all
the ventilation necessary
and to make attendance at
the services safe in spite
of the influenza epidem-
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ic. In a number of churches
electric fans have been placed in
the auditoriums so as to change
the air every few minutes,” the
article said.
In many cities, traditional
Thanksgiving Day pageants
were held outside. In Cincinnati, which saw a surge in cases among children and firemen,
Thanksgiving “exercises” at
school were held in auditoriums
instead of classrooms to “avoid
crowding,” the Cincinnati Enquirer wrote Nov. 28.
A handful of cities began to
see a surge in cases on Thanksgiving itself.

Cities see cases rise on
Thanksgiving
Cincinnati health officials
“requested parents to forego
children’s parties and gatherings during the Thanksgiving
vacation,” but the number of
hospitalized patients rose on
the holiday. Schools added an
extra day of vacation to the
Thanksgiving holiday break to
promote “a beneficial result in
the influenza situation.”
“We are not in a happy frame
of mind tonight,” Dr. Walter
List, superintendent of the
city’s General Hospital, told
the Cincinnati Enquirer on
Thanksgiving. “An institution
such as this can stand the strain
of an epidemic for five or six
weeks, but when it continues
for such a long period the situation is complicated.”
Kansas City saw a similar
trend. The week of Thanksgiving, the number of flu cases at
the city’s General Hospital doubled, and on Thanksgiving Day,
city health officials reinstituted home quarantine for influenza victims and their families.
Schools on break for Thanksgiving were closed until further notice.
Public dance halls and restaurants were closed on Thanksgiving in Spokane, Washington,
and private parties were prohibited. The next day, the city’s
emergency hospital received
more applications for admission
than on any other day during
the entire epidemic. On
Thanksgiving, “the hospital

was filled and death a frequent
visitor,” the Spokesman-Review wrote.
Jefferson, Iowa, physician,
Dr. C.W. Blake spent much of
his Thanksgiving evening making house calls on people ill
from influenza, author Thomas
Morain wrote in his 1998 book,
“Prairie Grass Roots.” Blake
was attending a Thanksgiving
dinner at a farm outside of town
and let the local phone operator
know he would be available later in the day. When he received
the call about patients in the
early evening, the operator had
a list of 54 patients who had
come down with the flu that
day.
“At one farm north of Jefferson a family of four was too
sick even to make themselves
the most simple meal,” Morain
wrote. “While Blake checked
each one, (his assistant) made a
soup from ingredients on hand
and left it for the family.”
Hopes of a vaccine on
Thanksgiving
By the fall of 1918, scientists
in cities across the country were
working on an influenza vaccine, and many were developed
and used over the course of the
pandemic. Researchers in New
York, Boston, Pittsburgh, New
Orleans and Seattle developed
vaccines, and thousands of people in those cities and many
others were inoculated.
Days before Thanksgiving,
health officers in Rochester,
New York, encouraged people
to obtain the vaccine available
at a health bureau. In Salt Lake
City, the emergency hospital
gave more than 100 vaccinations Nov. 30. By early December, free inoculation clinics
were established across the city,
and thousands of residents lined
up for their vaccinations.
The problem? Researchers
didn’t know influenza was a
virus.
“The vaccine that was made
was a vaccine against (a bacteria), which they thought was the
cause of influenza,” Markel
said. “So not only were vaccines
of this era crude and not all
that effective, the vaccine that
they did produce was for the
wrong organism.”
Vaccine science was nowhere
near the scientifically advanced
level of 2020, said Markel,
whose mother died from
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A barber in a barbershop
shaving a man's face
wears a mask to protect
against influenza in
Chicago in 1918.

COVID-19 earlier this year. The
study of virology was in its infancy, and researchers didn’t
have the tools to see viruses.
Though bacteria are much larger and can be viewed under a
light microscope, viruses require an electron microscope,
which had not been invented in
1918, Markel said.
The vaccines that researchers
developed did not stop an impending third wave of the flu.
Third wave of influenza
surges after the holidays
Just as cases rose after
Armistice Day celebrations,
they rose again after following
Thanksgiving. Dallas, Minneapolis, San Antonio, San
Francisco and Seattle saw
surges. Omaha relaunched a
public health campaign. Parts of
Cleveland and its suburbs
closed schools and enacted influenza bans in early December.
On Dec. 6, the St. Paul Daily
News announced that more
than 40 Minneapolis schools
were closed because of the flu,
below the headline “SANTA
CLAUS IS DOWN WITH THE
FLU.” Health officials asked
“moving picture show” managers to exclude children, closed
Sunday schools and ordered
department stores to dispense
with “Santa Claus programs.”
On Christmas Eve, state
health officials in Nebraska
made influenza a mandatory
quarantine disease, and fines
ranged from $15 to $100 for violations. Approximately 1,000
homes in Omaha were plac-

arded, meaning their occupants
were unable to leave for at least
four days after the fever had
subsided.
In Denver, the Salvation
Army cancelled its annual
Christmas parties for children,
and the Women’s Press Club
canceled its New Year’s Eve
ball. School Christmas assemblies were cancelled in Fall River, Massachusetts, and families
with an influenza patient in
their homes were warned not to
entertain guests and barred
from borrowing books from the
library.
By January, the USA was fully engulfed in its third wave of
influenza. The virus spread
throughout the winter and
spring, killing thousands more.
It infected one-third of the
world’s population and killed
approximately 675,000 Americans before subsiding in the
summer of 1919.
“What did they do wrong?
That’s hard to say, but all of
these measures are like Swiss
cheese. They have holes, so you
try to use as many layers as
possible,” Markel said. “To me,
those surges just represented
whether there was social distancing or not. Flu didn’t stop
circulating, the question was
when did people go out and get
exposed to it? And that’s what’s
going on now.”
A warning for 2020: ‘Stay
home and stay safe’
A century later, the nation
has recorded more than 12 million cases of COVID-19, and
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more than 255,000 people in
the USA have died. Dozens of
states reimplemented coronavirus-related restrictions, and
health officials echo the stayat-home guidance issued
decades ago.
“The risk of not traveling is
less than the risk of traveling,”
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s
leading infectious disease expert, told USA TODAY
Wednesday. “During this interesting period of a lot of infection
going on, colder weather, indoors: Do you want to travel
and go to a Thanksgiving meal
where there may be 12, 15, 20
people?”
Fauci said his three adult
daughters won’t come home
for Thanksgiving this year.
Hutchinson, the Chicago-based
curator who had COVID-19 in
April, said she plans to celebrate
Thanksgiving at home with her
dog and Facetime family members. Markel, in Ann Arbor,
said he plans to eat Thanksgiving dinner alone, downsize
from a full turkey to a sliced
turkey breast and Zoom with
family.
If history tells us anything,
Markel said, it’s that “the risk of
contracting the virus or spreading the virus by congregating in
groups or even traditional holiday parties is right now too
great.”
“It is disappointing, but let’s
get through this, so we can celebrate many, many more
Thanksgivings,” he said. “The
better part of valor is to stay
home and stay safe.”
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Mayflower II, a replica of
the cargo ship turned
people carrier the Pilgrims crammed into to
cross the Atlantic.
The more historically
accurate telling is gaining
a foothold in small circles, as members of the
Herring Pond, Mashpee
and
Aquinnah
Wampanoag
tribes;
Michele Pecoraro, executive director of Plymouth
400, who is helping lead
the anniversary commemoration; and Silverman bring the documented facts to light.
“How are we supposed
to improve on this sorry
record if we don’t understand the sorry record?”
asked Silverman, a
George Washington University professor.
“I think the only way
forward is to understand
the history the way that it
happened,” Steven Peters, a spokesman for the
Mashpee Wampanoag
Tribe, said. He and other
Mashpee and Herring
Pond Wampanoag tribe
members have been
working with museums
and on platforms such as
Vimeo to elevate the history of the indigenous
people who lived in the
region for thousands of
years before the Pilgrims
arrived.
Hostility, slavery and
pandemic

Tradition dictates the
Pilgrims’ story starts in
September 1620, with the
departure
of
the
Mayflower, packed with
colonists and sailors,
leaving England to set sail
for the New World.
But starting there ignores years of European
contact with the Native
people of New England,
and
paints
the
Wampanoag and their
neighbors in the broad
stroke of simplicity, ignoring the complex regional relationships and
politicking at play.
The story could start a
century earlier, in 1524, at
the first known contact
between Native Americans in southern New
England and Europeans,
in Narragansett Bay near
Aquidneck Island.
Or it could start in 1602,
when Bartholomew Gosnold visited Cape Cod and
what’s now known as
Martha’s Vineyard, where
contact
with
the
Wampanoag started with
trading and ended in violence. As Silverman
writes in his book, future
annual encounters between the two would follow this same high-tension pattern.
Or in 1614, when a
Nauset (Cape Cod) tribe
member named Epenow
was captured by Europeans and kept in
bondage for three years.
He engineered an escape
and returned to his people
on Martha’s Vineyard.
That same year, Tisquantum, later known as
Squanto, and 19 other

Wampanoag men were
lured on to an English
ship, taken captive and
sold into slavery.
Tisquantum, who spent
time in Spain and London,
would later return to
Patuxet, and he and
Epenow would play important roles in burgeoning Wampanoag-Pilgrim
relations. Only Squanto
was immortalized in the
Pilgrim story.
But perhaps the best
starting point, according
to Peters and other historians, is 1616, when a
lethal pandemic tore
through
many
Wampanoag villages. In
three years, once populous villages like Patuxet,
where the Pilgrims would
eventually settle, were
“utterly void” of people,
as English explorer
Thomas Dermer wrote.
Further threatening the
existence
of
the
Wampanoag, the Narragansett Tribe, their powerful western rivals, were
left largely untouched.
“We weren't used to
diseases here,” said Hazel
Currence, an elder with
the
Herring
Pond
Wampanoag Tribe, which
lived in Patuxet. “Our
systems were not used to
the illnesses that came
with the Europeans and
the Pilgrims.”
So by 1620, the
Wampanoag, as Peters
describes, were in a “difficult spot,” shaped by
years of volatile contact
with Europeans, slavery,
regional threats to their
power and a mysterious,
devastating illness.
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This sketch depicts a meeting between Massasoit Ousamequin, Grand Sachem of the
Wampanoag, and Pilgrim leader Gov. William Bradford. The pair negotiated an agreement that allowed the Pilgrims to settle in Patuxet, now Plymouth.

“For me, that’s a really
important place to start,
because you understand
the big decisions that
were made,” Peters said.
“It would have been a
hugely complex situation.”
Why Massasoit helped
the Pilgrims
When the Mayflower
anchored off what is now
known as Provincetown,
the Pilgrims found themselves not in a vast, untouched land held for
them by divine providence, but amid indigenous people wary and
distrustful of Europeans,
and the complex politics
of rival tribes.
It’s hard to separate the
Pilgrims from what the
United States would
eventually become, Silverman said. It’s easy to
believe they arrived here
seeking religious freedom
and intending to eventually form their own country based on those ideals,
he said.
“Many white Americans hold it very dear, the
idea that the main impetus for colonization was
the search for religious
freedom,” Silverman
said. “If you ask the gen-

eral public, even educated people, that's the most
common explanation. It's
not right.”
The congregation of
Puritans within the Pilgrims did break off from
the Church of England for
religious reasons, but that
brought them to Holland,
where they were free to
practice their religion.
After a decade of struggling to find jobs and
fearing the Dutch influence on their children,
the congregants sought a
charter from The London
Company to start a
colony in America, although it was originally
granted for land around
the mouth of the Hudson
River.
The Pilgrims’ main
concerns were their own
survival in the New World
and turning a profit for
those who backed the
venture. That survival
was made possible with
help
from
the
Wampanoag, the piece
left unsaid at the feast
that would become
Thanksgiving.
The decision to help the
Pilgrims, whose ilk had
been raiding Native villages and enslaving their
people for nearly a centu-

ry, came after they stole
Native food and seed
stores and dug up Native
graves, pocketing funerary offerings, as described
by Pilgrim leader Edward
Winslow in “Mourt’s Relation: A Journal of the
Pilgrims at Plymouth,”
published in 1622.
That decision was made
by Ousamequin, more
commonly known as
Massasoit, which means
“great sachem.” In a
structure that Peters says
was far closer to a democratic government than
the Pilgrim government,
Wampanoag territory
was organized into
sachemships, each with
a sachem — a leader —
who would oversee that
particular
village.
Sachems ruled by the will
of the people. Each
sachemship was independent but had relationships with the other
sachemships, all coming
under the purview of the
great sachem.
Massasoit has gone
through a bit of a rebrand
in the ensuing centuries to
be painted as the “protector and preserver” of the
Pilgrims — as it says on
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the statue dedicated to
him overlooking Plymouth Rock. But his decision to allow the Pilgrims
to stay at Patuxet and
eventually provide them
aid after they were driven off the Cape, Peters
said, had less to do with a
sense of dutiful benevolence and more to do with
a careful weighing of circumstances and outcomes.
Driving off or killing
the Pilgrims, as many
tribes, including the Nauset and specifically
Epenow, wanted, was a
valid option. From their
point of view, whatever
benefit they might gain
would not be worth the
threat of betrayal, violence and enslavement
that seemed to follow
contact with the Europeans. But it would cost
valuable warriors, in short
supply after the pandemic, and there was the risk
of Europeans returning
in overwhelming numbers or, worse, sailing
around the Outer Cape to
take their guns, knives
and armor to the Narragansett, according to Silverman.
Allowing the Pilgrims
to settle and establishing
diplomatic relations with
them, even providing aid,
brought risks but also reward. The guns, knives
and armor the Pilgrims
carried would intimidate
enemies threatening
Wampanoag territory.
And, after generations of
trading secondhand and
thirdhand for coveted European goods from neighboring Native peoples,
the Wampanoag would
finally gain a firsthand
source and considerable
trading power.
Massasoit weighed the
risks and concluded it was
better to have the danger
on his side than have to

face it.
“We needed a friend,”
Peters said. “We needed
an ally. That would have
been a really difficult decision for them to make.”
Wampanoag and Pilgrims: A deal and a meal
As these debates were
happening among the
Wampanoag, the Pilgrims, most of whom
were still living on the
cramped and creaking
Mayflower, struggled to
survive the winter. Half of
them died of illness, cold,
starvation or a combination of the three.
Throughout the season,
the Wampanoag made
their presence known but
did not approach until
February, when Samoset,
a visiting Abenaki
tribesman from Maine,
approached Pilgrim leaders. He spoke English and
carried a subtle message
— the Wampanoag were
ready for peace or war
with their new neighbors,
and the Pilgrims needed
to make their intentions
clear.
Several weeks later, in
late March, diplomatic
relations between the two
groups formally opened
when Massasoit arrived
in Plymouth, his face
painted deep red, and
flanked by about 60 intimidating warriors. With
Tisquantum acting as a
broker, the two groups
worked out a kind of alliance through a series of
visits, exchanges and the
belief, at least on the part
of the Wampanoag, that
this small band of Pilgrims would stay just
that: small.
“I don’t think anyone at
that point would have
gone into an agreement
with the Pilgrims if they
knew how quickly they
would multiply and start
arriving,” Peters said.
Several months later,
after receiving help and
protection from the
Wampanoag, the Pilgrims
held the harvest feast that
would form the crux of

the Thanksgiving myth
centuries
later.
Wampanoag members
were not even invited, but
they showed up. A group
of about 100 men and
Massasoit came not to
celebrate but, according
to Peters, mostly as a reminder that they controlled the land the Pilgrims were staying on and
they vastly outnumbered
their new European
neighbors.
This is where the traditional telling of the Pilgrims and the Thanksgiving myth ends, with
the two groups sitting
down to dinner, celebrating their partnership and,
for the Pilgrims, celebrating their successful
colony and toasting to a
future to come. But in the
same way the real story
stretches back before the
arrival of the Pilgrims, it
stretches forward.
In a little more than 50
years, European settlers
would vastly outnumber
the indigenous people,
with growing settlements
such as the Massachusetts Bay Colony to the
north and Rhode Island
to the south.
By the 1670s Massasoit
was dead and his son
Wamsutta had died after
he was imprisoned in Plymouth for negotiating a
land sale to the Massachusetts Bay Colony. At
the same time, colonists
were pressing deeper and
deeper across the region.
Relations between the
settlers and the Native
people would deteriorate
into the devastating King
Philip's War, which ended with death, enslavement or displacement for
the majority of the Native
people living in southern
New England.
The head of another of
Massasoit’s sons, Metacomet, better known as
King Philip, was mounted on a pike outside Plymouth Colony as a warning, and the descendants
of Massasoit, the Pilgrims’ great “protector
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and preserver,” were captured and sold into slavery in the West Indies.
There’s a reason this
part of the story did not
make it into school history books and pageants or
get remembered on
Thanksgiving.
“It’s not a fun story,”
Peters said, but its telling
brings the focus away
from the white Europeans, the Pilgrims, and
shifts the balance back to
the people who were
harmed. Its telling builds
the empathy that has
been sorely lacking when
it comes to Native American lives.
“No one has acknowledged these atrocities
happened,” Peters said,
bringing up King Philip's
War. “Yet when we talk
about it, there’s zero empathy. The native life
doesn’t hold the same
value.
“I think if we can get
people to come to terms
with the history and the
way it happened, they can
start to look at Native
American lives on the
same plane as European
lives,” he said.
Raising up Native
voices
Trying to move that focus, as Michele PecoraroCopy checked and Plymouth 400 have done for
their commemoration,
comes with pushback —
people saying they
shouldn’t use their organization and the 400th
anniversary to disparage
the Pilgrims. But when
you’ve been telling a story one way for four centuries, any change feels
like a monumental one,
she said.
“I do believe that the
way we’ve gone about it is
as balanced as we could
make it,” Pecoraro said.
“In order to balance
something like this, you
have to swing the pendulum a little more to one
side.”
To bring the commemorations into the 21st cen-

tury, Pecoraro and her
group worked to elevate
the voices of the
Wampanoag, who still
live in southern New England.
The Wampanoag have
survived and clung to
their culture despite centuries of systemic removal from their land,
destruction of their culture and denial of their
rights. More recently, the
Trump administration
has been working to revoke reservation status
for hundreds of acres of
previously recognized
Mashpee Wampanoag
tribal lands.
“Out of the 69 tribes
of just Wampanoag people who lived here precontact, only three — the
Herring Pond, the Aquinnah and the Mashpee,
plus a band of Assonet
peoples, are still here,”
said Troy Currence, a
medicine man with the
Herring Pond Tribe.
“We're lucky to be one of
them. We survived.

A15

We’re still here. We have
a chance to reclaim our
language and our history
and re-educate people.
We didn't go away, we
adapted.”
At the same time, Peters does not think
Thanksgiving should go
the way of Confederate
statues and names of
slaveholders on buildings
as the nation reckons with
its history.
He will continue to celebrate Thanksgiving —
something he and his
family do every year, after the National Day of
Mourning in Plymouth.
But it is important to
bring the other side of
history to light, he said,
correcting inaccuracies
and adding context to
monuments and museums.
“Even though it’s inaccurate, we can’t just
bury it,” he said. “There’s
a place where those things
do belong, as a point that
we don’t make that mistake ever again.”
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SPORTS
Raiders’ Derek Carr is the king of the
audacious audibles in 2020
By Arnie Stapleton

vious NFL games before finally getting
his first start under center.
“I spent a lot of time reflecting this
week,” Hill said.

Associated Press

A byproduct of the NFL playing its
games in front of few, if any, fans because of the novel coronavirus is that
viewers can hear loud and clear all the
quarterbacks hollering out their calls, cadences and credos.
Along with all those audibles wrapped
in super-secret code.
And Derek Carr has been the biggest
star of this pandemic phenomenon.
Carr came up short in his showdown
with Patrick Mahomes on Sunday night
at empty Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas,
where the Raiders lost a 35-31 thriller to
the Kansas City Chiefs.
But the Raiders QB was the social media darling for his audacious audibles, especially when he hollered out “ James
Harden!” before handing off for a 6-yard
gain.
Oh, the delicious irony of Carr not
passing the ball on that play, something
even the Raiders’ official Twitter account
pointed out.
Other audibles included:
“Chris Mullin!”
“Pistol Pete!”
And, still scratching our heads over
this one:
“Purple Walrus!”
Without crowds roaring, some salty
language occasionally gets broadcast,
like it did in the Dolphins-Broncos game
Sunday.
With the play clock about to expire,
Denver had to call timeout just 37 seconds into its first drive, and left guard
Dalton Risner threw his hands up in
frustration a dropped a f-bomb for all to
hear.
Yes, even over the din of 5,351 fans, the
last crowd that will be allowed into Empower Field at Mile High this season
because of a surge in COVID-19 cases in
Colorado.
But the most entertaining phrases are
coming from the mouths of quarterbacks, and Carr is king.
In the first Raiders-Chiefs matchup of
the season, Carr hollered out “Bruce
Springsteen!” and “Joe Montana!”
In Las Vegas’ opener, he yelled out,
“Tiger Woods!” and “Cindy Gruden!”,
the wife of his his head coach.
That prompted Jon Gruden to joke, “I

MARK J. REBILAS, MARK J. REBILAS-USA TODAY SPORTS

Las Vegas Raiders quarterback Derek Carr (4) against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers at Allegiant Stadium earlier this season.

don’t know what he’s been up to at the
line of scrimmage, but better keep my
wife out of it from now on.”
Other calls worth mentioning from
Week 11:
Longshot big shots
Two quarterbacks posted their first
victories as pros Sunday after their
coaches chose them over seasoned backups.
Ex-XFL signal-caller P.J. Walker
threw for 258 yards and a score in leading Carolina past Detroit 20-0 for the
Panthers’ first shutout since 2015.
Walker turned heads in the XFL by
throwing 15 touchdown passes as the
Houston Roughnecks won five straight
before the league folded due to the pandemic. He signed with Carolina after
Matt Rhule, his coach at Temple, accepted the Panthers job.
Rhule made Walker the starter over
Will Grier less than two hours before
kickoff when Teddy Bridgewater was officially ruled out with a knee injury.

Rhule said Bridgewater “prepared like a
monster” and wanted to play, but he didn’t feel right playing him, especially
given Bridgewater’s history of knee injuries.
With Drew Brees out with fractured
ribs, Taysom Hill rushed for two touchdowns and passed for 233 yards in his
first NFL start at quarterback, and the
Saints extended their winning streak to
seven games with a 24-9 victory over the
Falcons.
Coach Sean Payton gave Hill the nod
over free-agent acquisition Jameis Winston and Hill responded by completing
18 of 23 passes and rushing for a teamhigh 51 yards.
The decision meant a lot to Hill, who
persevered through an injury-plagued
college career at BYU before starting
his NFL career as a 27-year-old undrafted rookie in 2017. And because Hill
initially flourished in an unconventional utility role, with duties ranging from
change-of-pace option QB to tight end
and special teams, he played in 46 pre-

Flag football
The officials’ calls that always get the
most attention are the head-scratchers,
but other times a team deserves every
single flag thrown their way. Take the
Colts, who fell into a rut and were whistled for five holding calls and an illegal
motion penalty in a span of eight snaps
Sunday against Green Bay.
Just before that sorrowful sequence,
the Packers were flagged for back-toback infractions, making it eight flags in
a 10-play span.
All that stoppage in play gave the
Packers a minute, 25 seconds to drive for
the tying field goal in the waning seconds
before they lost in overtime after Marquez Valdes-Scantling’s fumble.
Valdes-Scantling tweeted after the
game that he’d received death threats.
On Monday, he said he didn’t actually
fear for his life but wanted to “get people to understand we’re humans, too,
and we’re not just some number on a jersey.”

Game ball
Broncos coach Vic Fangio awarded a
game ball to Hall of Famer Floyd Little
following Denver’s 20-13 win over the
Miami Dolphins. The former Broncos
and Syracuse running back great has
cancer and recently entered hospice
care.
“We talked about him, one of the alltime greats in Broncos’ history,” Fangio
said. “No. 44, I remember him as a kid
growing up, I was an Eagles fan growing
up but from afar, I was a Floyd Little fan,
too. We did get him one and we are going to get it sent to him.”
The Broncos rushed for a season-best
189 yards, paced by Melvin Gordon’s 84
yards on 15 carries and Phillip Lindsay’s
82 yards on 14 runs. That marked the
seventh time since the merger that two
Broncos had at least 15 carries and 80
yards rushing.
The first time it happened was on
Nov. 7, 1971, when Little and Bobby
Anderson accomplished the feat.
With contributions from AP Sports
Writers Brett Martel and Steve Reed.

Tokyo leader: Japan can host Olympics despite virus spike
By Mari Yamaguchi
Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike remains
firm about being able to safely
hold the Olympics next year
despite growing concerns about
Japan’s recent resurgence of
COVID-19 infections.
Japan has experienced an
uptick of the infections this
month with a nationwide daily
total exceeding 2,000 as the
government tries to balance
preventive measures and business activity without further

hurting the pandemic-hit economy.
“As the host city, I’m determined to achieve the games
whatever it takes,” Koike told a
news conference in Tokyo on
Tuesday.
Her comment comes a week
after International Olympic
Committee President Thomas
Bach’s visit to Tokyo, where
he held a series of talks with
Japanese Olympic officials, including Koike, to showcase their
determination to pull off the
games.
Koike said widespread use of

masks among the Japanese is
one of most effective safety
measures that have spared
Japan from the high rate of infections that have taken place in
the United States and Europe.
Many Japanese used them as
“moral duty” in trying to cooperate in disease prevention efforts, she said.
The recent steady climb in
cases, however, could call into
question plans to hold the
Olympics. Bach said “participants” and athletes would be
encouraged to get vaccinated in
order to protect the Japanese

public, but it is unclear how
that would be addressed if cases surge in the host country.
Koike has met with Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga to discuss how to mitigate the recent resurgence of infections.
Tokyo’s daily cases have also
spiked in recent weeks.
Suga on Sunday announced a
decision to partially suspend
the government’s GoTo campaign that encourages travel
and eating out with discounts to
support the pandemic-hit businesses, after a wave of criticisms that his government was
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too slow to take steps despite
experts’ repeated calls for government action.
Japan, during its seven-week
state of emergency in April and
May, had non-binding stayhome and business closure requests but still did better than
many other countries.
Japan had about 134,000 cases with nearly 2,000 deaths as
of Monday, according to the
health ministry. Tokyo, after
topping 500 cases last week,
reported 186 new cases on
Tuesday for a total of nearly
38,200 cases.

629 Inyokern Road • Ridgecrest
760-446-4771

from all of us
at
Vaughn Realty
509 W. Ward • 1-760-446-6561

Lic. #57200576

Happy
Thanksgiving

Wishing all our
community a

Happy
Thanksgiving
from the staff at
760-371-1331
269 S China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
M - F 8am to 6pm
Sat 9am to 5pm
www.JimCharlonFord.us

345 W Ridgecrest Blvd
760-446-0332 • catsrc.com

