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This Fourth of July
may we not forget:
We live in the land of the free,
because of the brave.
Thank you to our veterans and the
men and women serving in our
armed forces today.
Happy Independence Day.

www.McCarthyforCongress.com
Paid for by Kevin McCarthy for Congress
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Kern County leaders urge businesses to
comply with governor’s shutdown orders
By Sam Morgen
Bakersfield Californian

The day after Gov. Gavin
Newsom announced new restrictions for businesses in response to an upsurge in coronavirus cases, Kern County officials hoped the new measures would have the intended
impact.
Businesses have expressed
confusion and frustration over
the seesawing regulations sent
down by the state government,
Kern Public Health Services
Director Matt Constantine
said, but the county encouraged those businesses to comply with the new rules.
The average daily number of
COVID-19 cases reported each
day has continued rising, Constantine added. On Thursday,
the county reported 171 new
cases as well as an additional
death, bringing the total
amount of people who've died
in Kern County as a result of
the coronavirus to 77.
“We are hopeful that the recommendations from the state
will help stem the spread that
we are seeing in our community,” said Kim Hernandez, the
county health department’s
lead epidemiologist. “And we
encourage everyone to follow

the recommendations that are
coming down from the state.”
After the state over the
weekend ordered bars closed in
seven counties, including Kern,
it announced more restrictions
Wednesday, affecting 19 counties. Those counties, which
also include Kern, must close
indoor operations in restaurants, wineries and tasting
rooms, movie theaters, family
entertainment centers, zoos
and museums, and card rooms.
The county has been leery
of instituting fines for companies and individuals who don't
follow state regulations. Newsom announced Wednesday
the state would form a strike
team from various agencies to
clamp down on businesses that
haven't complied with shutdown rules.
Local officials have been
happy with compliance, but
admitted the strike team could
focus on certain businesses
within Kern’s borders to enforce closures.
“We are going to continue to
do what we’ve done all along,
which we think is working very
well in our community. And
that is continuing to reinforce
with people that live in Kern
County and the businesses that
operate in Kern County no

matter what industry you're
in, whether your closed or
you're open, working with
adaptations and under guidelines, reinforcing the state and
public health directives,” said
county Chief Administrative
Officer Ryan Alsop. “We’ll
continue down that path until
we need to change it up. I don’t
know what that means, but it’s
a fluid situation. Every week is
different with the virus.”
To aid businesses struggling
during the pandemic, the
county has expanded its Kern
Recovers forgivable loan program. Now, businesses that
have been shut down but have
already received support from
the federal government will be
eligible. Previously, the program was only open to businesses that hadn't received
federal assistance. Restaurants,
bars and other businesses that
have once again been shut
down can reapply for a forgivable loan through the county.
So far, the county has distributed about $13.6 million to
509 businesses throughout
Kern. The county designated a
total of $25 million for the program, leaving millions of dollars available for businesses
that apply.
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Director of Kern County Public Health Services Matt Constantine
spoke at a COVID-19 news conference in March at the Kern County
Public Health Services building.

COVID numbers continue to cause confusion
Staff report

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital
confirmed that 32 Ridgecrest
and Inyokern residents, as well
as residents located in other
communities within their service area, have tested positive for
COVID-19.
In total, the hospital has had
35 positive tests out of 1,824
tests. Three of those positives
were from out of town residents.
Trona residents are included
in the RRH numbers, but according to San Bernardino Public Health, Trona has had zero

positive cases.
The Kern Public Health website still shows that Ridgecrest
and Inyokern have a combined
16 cases, a far lower number
than what the hospital has released.
The zip codes surrounding
the 93555 area are all showing
zero cases, with California City
being the closest city to have
confirmed cases (23). California
City does have its own testing
site located off of Gingham Avenue, however.
It is not immediately known
where the 11 other positive cases are technically located, due to

KERN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

various HIPAA laws.
Kern Public Health has stated that their website was a day

or two behind during the Board
of Supervisors meeting this
week, as well as emails con-

cerning discrepancies the week
prior.
More information to come.

As we celebrate our nation’s
freedom on the Fourth of July,
we also honor the courageous
men and women dedicated to
preserving it.

Wishing our Community a
Happy and Safe 4th of July!

HAPPY

DAY

Assemblyman Vince Fong

PAID FOR BY VINCE FONG FOR ASSEMBLY 2020
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The trouble with hot spots: Hard-hit counties
send COVID-19 patients to other areas
By Ana B. Ibarra
CalMatters

Imperial County on the
Mexican border has the
state’s highest rate of
COVID-19 cases, straining hospitals and forcing
the transfer of 500 critically ill patients outside
the region.
Imperial County on the
Mexican border is some
600 miles away from the
state capital. But when
its two area hospitals recently began to run out of
intensive care unit beds,
it had to transport critically ill patients as far
north as Sacramento.
The remote county of
about 180,000 people has
California’s highest rate
of COVID-19 cases. It has
also sent at least 500 patients to hospitals outside its county lines,
demonstrating that despite the state’s emphasis on local control during
the pandemic, an outbreak in one county can
be felt almost anywhere
in the state.
As the coronavirus
rages through California
and hospitalizations rise,
finding intensive care
unit beds and staff for
patients in hot spots, like
Imperial, is becoming increasingly challenging,
hospital and public health
officials warn.
“As other counties re-

opened and their own
beds are being used, it is
tougher and tougher to
find beds,” said Dr.
Katherine Staats, medical director for Imperial
County’s emergency
medical services agency.
It is a nightmare scenario no county or state
wants to face: hospitals
overrun with critically ill
patients, and no place to
put them. Nationwide,
hospitals spent months
preparing for a surge, but
health officials say a rapid rise in sick patients can
quickly overwhelm entire regions.
This week in Texas, for
instance, providers and
hospitals reported wait
lists for ICU beds. One
San Antonio hospital reported that at one point,
it had 21 COVID-positive patients waiting for a
bed in its emergency
room.
While spiking, California has not reached such
levels, although some patients in Imperial County have had to wait up to
three days before being
transferred elsewhere for
a bed, said Adolphe Edward, chief executive officer of El Centro Regional Medical Center. On
Thursday, he had one
ICU bed open.
During any other type
of emergency, Imperial
County would usually

OMAR ORNELAS, THE PALM SPRINGS DESERT SUN

El Centro Regional Medical Center staff in Imperial County attend to patients who are suspected COVID-19 positive on
May 30, 2020. The county is a hot spot for the coronavirus.

only rely on neighboring
counties for aid, said
Staats. But some of its
neighbors are nearing
their limit, too. Riverside
County, for example, was
using 90% of its ICU bed
capacity as of Wednesday, according to county
public health spokesperson Jose Arballo. Riverside had five patients
from Imperial County at
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Unlike other types of
disasters, there is no definitive number of patients and no end to the
crisis in sight, forcing Imperial to rely on other
counties’ resources,
Staats said.
“… (B)y accepting patients from other parts
of the state, is there a risk
of jeopardizing the ability to treat patients in your
own community?
Transferring a COVID
patient from one California county to another
does not add to the receiving county’s case
count, but it does add to
its hospitalization load.
“I think what’s happening now is an ethical
challenge, and that is, by
accepting patients from
other parts of the state, is
there a risk of jeopardizing the ability to treat pa-

tients in your own community?” said Carmela
Coyle, CEO and president of the California
Hospital Association.
Gov. Gavin Newsom
and Dr. Mark Ghaly, the
state’s health and human
services secretary, have
said repeatedly that hospitals are ready to absorb
a surge — it’s what they
prepared for in March
and April. Still, the governor has ordered that 19
counties on the state’s
watch list roll back on
their reopening ahead of
the holiday weekend, citing concerns over the
growth in the state’s ICU
population. Imperial was
the first to get this order.
As of July 1, state data
show, 3,451 ICU beds
were available statewide.
But that number includes
neonatal intensive care
(NICU) beds for new-

borns, the California Department of Public Health
confirmed. That means
that the number of intensive care beds available for adults, which
make up the vast majority of hospitalized patients, is significantly
less.
“Of course we can’t use
a NICU pod for an adult,”
said Coyle. According to
her estimate, the number
of ICU beds available for
adults was closer to 2,200
on June 30 — and those
are beds for anyone in
critical condition, not just
COVID patients.
Several hospitals in the
Bay Area are also feeling
pressure from the outbreak in San Quentin
State Prison, where more
than 1,000 inmates have
tested positive for

See PATIENTS, A11

Happy 4th of July!

Your Community Partner.

We’re celebrating
our 56th year in business.
Serving you since 1964

760-379-4631
4700 Lake Isabella Blvd.,
Lake Isabella
www.lmlumber.com

Join us July
11th to kick
off the 2020
holiday
season with
the Hallmark
Holiday
Ornament
Premier

229 W Ridgecrest Blvd • 760-371-1350
www.ridgecrestflorist.com
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FROM THE CONGRESSMAN

Kevin McCarthy remembers the Ridgecrest
Earthquakes, one year later

s we approach the oneyear anniversary of the
Ridgecrest Earthquake,
I am proud of the way our
community has come together to overcome this
great challenge. The overwhelming support we have
received from Congress and
the Trump Administration
has been encouraging, including the allocation of $3

A

Kevin McCarthy
billion in funds to rebuild
Naval Air Weapons Station

China Lake to ensure the installation remains one of our
country’s most advanced.
In order for our community to prepare for future seismic activity, I wanted to
share some helpful resources
with you.
Have an earthquake preparedness kit you can take
on the go, which should include things like antibiotic

ointment, medication, and
bandages.
If you have a car, it may
also be in your best interest
to have a few items like a
first aid kit and bottled water.
For your home, tools like a
screwdriver, wrench, or
shovel may come in handy.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention pro-

vide a robust list of additional items to make your
own earthquake preparedness kit.
Natural disasters are not
preventable, but what we
can do is be prepared for our
families and loved ones. I
hope you’ve found this information helpful.
God Bless,
Kevin McCarthy

Can stores make you wear a mask? Yes, they can

By Kelly Tyko

USA TODAY

Businesses can require
consumers to wear shirts,
pants and shoes – but
what about masks?
Conflicts at businesses
and viral videos of shoppers' tirades have erupted
in recent weeks as coronavirus cases surge in 40
states and at least 21 states
pause reopening plans.
During the COVID-19
pandemic states have varied on mandates and some
cities and counties issue
their own requirements.
Last week, a woman
without a mask at a California Trader Joe's called
employees and shoppers
"Democratic pigs" and
screamed profanities because she said she felt
threatened when a fellow
customer cursed her out
for not wearing a mask.
In Fort Worth, Texas, a
woman was recorded
spitting on a 7-Eleven
counter Monday after the

cashier refused to ring up
her purchase because she
was not wearing a mask.
Frontline workers, including grocery store employees, who fought for
measures such as masks at
the onset of the pandemic, are having to fight for
the measures again, said
Susan Hernandez, a longtime employee at a California Food 4 Less and
UFCW 770 member.
“We urge shoppers to
think of themselves, think
of their families, and think
of us when they are at the
store. Please wear a
mask," Hernandez said,
noting when a customer
“gets aggressive, we try to
deescalate the situation.”
To protect workers,
some retailers won't confront shoppers who enter without a mask.
"Walgreens encourages
customers to wear face
coverings but out of concern for employees’ safety, advises against confronting customers about

the policy or trying to keep
them from entering
stores," the drugstore
chain said in its COVID19 frequently asked questions.
If you're planning to
shop, know the answers to
these FAQs:
Can stores and
restaurants require
masks?
Yes. Local governments
can decide what safety
measures to impose on
businesses but individual
businesses can institute
further restrictions. Many
governors are instituting
or renewing orders requiring people to wear
face coverings in public.
Most of the orders require
people to wear masks in
both indoor and outdoor
public spaces where social
distancing isn't possible,
but some apply to only
specific places or age
groups.
What stores require
masks at all locations?
Stores requiring shop-

pers wear masks at all locations include Costco
Wholesale Club and Apple. Other stores, such as
Best Buy and Trader Joe's,
strongly
encourage
masks.
Whole Foods and Wegmans are following local
ordinances on mask requirements. Texas-based
H-E-B started requiring
all customers wear a face
mask or covering when
shopping in all its stores
July 1, reported the Corpus
Christi Caller Times, part
of the USA TODAY Network.
Best Buy says on its
website that "where face
coverings are mandated
by government order,
customers will not be allowed into the store without one; small children
and those unable to wear
a face covering for health
reasons may still enter.”
Do ride-shares require masks?
Yes. Both Uber and Lyft
say drivers and passen-

gers have to wear face
masks. Uber has announced it was extending its mask requirement
indefinitely throughout
the U.S. and Canada.
“Extending our 'No
Mask, No Ride' policy is
the right thing to do,"
Uber said in a statement.
"We want to send a clear
message to everyone using
Uber that we all have a
role to play to keep each
other safe.”
Are people wearing
masks?
According to a recent
Pew Research Center survey in June, 65% of U.S.
adults say that they have
personally worn a mask
in stores or other businesses all or most of the
time in the past month,
while 15% say they did
this some of the time. The
survey also found 9% of
adults said they hardly
ever wear a mask and 7%
said they never wore a
mask in the past month.
Wearing a mask is a best

practice widely agreed
upon by scientists. Masks,
even homemade or earloop masks, help slow the
spread of the virus, according to studies. Yet
while it is not a medical
debate, it has become a
politically charged one.
According to a new report from nonprofit Media
Matters for America, over
the past month posts
about masks from rightleaning Facebook pages
earned more than 5.5 million interactions with the
posts promoting skepticism about the efficacy of
face coverings earning the
most interactions.
What does the CDC
say about face coverings?
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
recommends that people
wear cloth face coverings
in public settings and
when around people who
don’t live in your house-

See MASKS, A10

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY

HAPPY JULY 4th
Serving Toddlers to Champions Since 1972

217 Balsam St., Ridgecrest, CA • 760-375-4202

10%
Milita
Disco ry
unt

ANTIQUES

COINS and COLLECTIBLES

216 N. Balsam St.,
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-384-1709
Tu - Sat 11am - 6pm
Find Us On Facebook

Protect &
Secure
Your Pets
This
July 4th
1131 W Inyokern Rd
760-446-7616
Crestwood Animal Hospital vcahospitals.com/crestwood

Are you a recent high school
graduate from the
Ridgecrest, Inyokern or
Trona area planning to
attend Cerro Coso
Community College
beginning in the Fall
Semester of 2020? Please
apply for the Ridgecrest
Lions Treat Scholarship.
Deadline: July 17, 2020.
For application visit: facebook.com/RidgecrestLions

Have A Happy
And Safe
4th Of July
Come Check Our Everyday
Low Prices & Quality Service

(760) 446-4771 • 629 Inyokern Road

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1983

Rusty & Tina Warren, Owners

(760) 375-4123
501 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Hav e a Happy
and Safe 4th of July
1522 N. Inyo • Ridgecrest, CA
(760) 446-2204
Suzanne Ford, Owner
Lic. # 781251

Gary Charlon
State Farm is still
here to serve you!
Visit us at 995 N Norma St, Ste A
We will be doing business via
telephone, email and
remember, there is a dropbox
for payments.
Call us at 760-446-4279
Email us at
gary@myridgecrestagent.com
www.myridgecrestagent.com

Gary Charlon
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Protesters arrested near Mount Rushmore
ahead of Donald Trump’s July 3 event
By Makenzie Huber and
Erin Bormett
Sioux Falls Argus Leader

Protesters demonstrating
against President Donald
Trump's arrival in the Black
Hills for the Mount Rushmore
fireworks display were met with
resistance from law enforcement, pepper sprayed and arrested after they blocked a highway to the monument with vans
for nearly three hours Friday.
A handful of protesters were
arrested after blocking Highway 16A, or Iron Mountain
Road, before President Trump
was set to make his way from
Rapid City to Keystone and then
on the highway to Mount Rushmore. Several of those arrested
knelt and prayed before being
detained by law enforcement.
Protesters cited that the Black
Hills are sacred to Native Americans and that Trump's administration opposes interests of
Native Americans and other minority groups.
“Today has been a proud day
to be Lakota," said Nick Tilsen of
the NDN Collective. "We shut
down Mount Rushmore. We put
this place in lockdown for three
hours and we did it in a good
way. We got this power from
our ancestors.”
A majority of protesters dispersed from the scene after the
South Dakota National Guard
arrived on scene about an hour
after protesters blocked the road
and law enforcement declared it
as an "unlawful assembly" over
a megaphone.
While several law enforcement agencies responded wear-

ERIN BORMETT/SIOUX FALLS ARGUS LEADER

Protesters block Highway 16A outside of Keystone ahead of President Donald Trump's arrival in the Black Hills for the Mount Rushmore fireworks display.

ing riot gear, tear gas masks and
use of force weapons, they only
shot close range smoke shells at
protesters' feet and pepper spray
into some protesters' eyes.

Have a Happy and
Safe 4th of July

The South Dakota American
Civil Liberties Union was on
scene, documenting "incidents
of police misconduct" and "violations of constitutional rights"

at the protest, according to a social media post by the organization.
Trump arrived in the Black
Hills around 6:45 p.m. MT Fri-

day. The program began at 4
p.m. MT Friday and the fireworks are expected to begin at
about 9:30-9:45 p.m. MT Friday.
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Law Offices of
Ashton E. Dunn

CONSTRUCTION

121 S. China Lake Blvd. #A
1-760-375-6100

Locally Owned and Operated for Over 20 Years

Now At My New Location

Vaughn Realty

RIDGECREST 760-812-0021

509 W. Ward
1-760-446-6561

IT’S TIME TO GET THOSE
PESTS UNDER CONTROL!

Ca
Pest ll The
Co
Exp ntrol
e
Toda rts
y!
STAFFORD’S

Get them before they make
themselves at home!
• Tree Spraying
• Yard Spraying
• Termite Inspections
and Solutions
• Tree Treatments
Borers/Termites
• Drought Treatment
(Great for Lawns)
• Rodent Exclusion
• Web Removal

Lic#885719

• Weed Abatement
· Disinfection Service
• Bed Bug Heat
Treatment
• Bio-Remediation
• Drain Service
• Bird Exclusion
• Gopher Trapping
• Snake Repellant
• Rabbit Repellant

Stop By Our Office
Mon-Fri 7AM-5PM For Any
Service Questions

STAFFORD’S
Pest Control
Se Habla Español

Locally Owned and Operated
Experience, Quality and
Price Still Matter
For your convenience, all
appointments are scheduled to meet
your needs

Wishing Our
Community A
Happy 4th Of July
Encouraging All To Be
Cautious And Stay
Safe This Holiday
From all us at

Mojave
Pistachios

721 N. China Lake Blvd.
760-375-7575

RIDGECREST
PIZZA FACTORY
1601 N. Triangle Dr.

(760) 446-7492
ONLINE ORDERING
PIZZAFACTORY.COM/RIDGECREST

Reduced Hours – Open Every
Wednesday From 9 AM To 5 PM
Through The End Of July
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hearing loss

FOURTH OF
JULY

SPECIAL

A FREE video ear exam can
help you ﬁnd out! This simple
procedure
prrocedur
o
re can detect:
dete

LARGE
ALL YOU
CAN
EAT
PEPPERONI
PIZZA
LUNCH BUFFET

- Excessive earwax

$10.99
$

- Perforated eardrum
earrdrum
d

7.99

- Ear infection

Drive Through Beansters Or
Contactless Delivery Only

- Abnormalities in the
ear canal
are
re common.
These conditions ar

BEANSTER’S
BEANSTER’S
ESPRESSO
ESPRESSO
(760)
(760)
446-2320
446-2320

We Have
Moved
See Us In
Suite G

SMALL
SMALL
COFFEE
COFFEE
$2.00
OFF

$1.00
$1.00

Call Beltone today for an
appointment!

Drive Through Pick Up Only

FREE Video
Video
Ear Exam and
Test
Hearing
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e
est

www.beltone.com
www
.beltone.com

375-HEAR
(375-4327)

801 N. Downs
Suite G
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Month
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ANY OF OUR CRISP
SUMMER SALADS
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ocess as it happens!

Beltone Hearing Care Centers are
independently owned and operated.
Benefits of hearing instruments
vary by type and degree of hearing
loss, noise environment, accuracy
of hearing evaluation and proper fit.
Participation may vary by location.
© 2012 Beltone.
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Kimberly Guilfoyle, Donald Trump Jr.’s girlfriend
and campaign official, tests positive for coronavirus
By Jeanine Santucci
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — A
Trump 2020 campaign
official and the girlfriend
of Donald Trump, Jr.,
tested positive for the
coronavirus ahead of
President Donald Trump's
celebration event at Mt.
Rushmore Friday.
Kimberly Guilfoyle and
Trump, Jr., who tested
negative on Friday, will
cancel their upcoming
events and will self-isolate, according to Sergio
Gor, chief of staff to
Trump Victory Finance
committee.
“She’s doing well, and

will be retested to ensure
the diagnosis is correct
since she’s asymptomatic," Gor said in a
statement. "But as a precaution will cancel all upcoming events. Donald
Trump Jr was tested negative, but as a precaution
is also self isolating and is
canceling all public
events.”
Guilfoyle traveled to
South Dakota with
Trump, Jr., but not aboard
Air Force One with the
president, according to
The New York Times and
ABC News.
She did not come into
contact with the president or the group travel-

ing with him, nor did his
eldest son, according to
the Times and ABC News.
Guilfoyle and Trump, Jr.,
plan to drive back to the
East Coast.
Guilfoyle was scheduled to attend the Friday
evening event. South
Dakota's governor, Kristi
Noem, said earlier this
week that despite concerns over the spread of
the virus, masks would be
provided but not be required at the Mt. Rushmore event and social distancing would not be in
effect.
Guilfoyle also attended
Trump's recent rally in
Tulsa, Okla. A reporter

and 2012 Republican presidential candidate Herman Cain tested positive
after attending the Tulsa
rally.
Six people who were involved in the planning for
Trump's Tulsa rally on
June 20, including some
Secret Service members,
tested positive for the
coronavirus ahead of that
event and underwent a
quarantine procedure.
The president and vice
president are tested for
the virus routinely, and
people who come into
contact with them are also
screened for coronavirus.
Contributing: Courtney
Subramanian

USA TODAY NETWORK

Kimberly Guilfoyle, a Trump 2020 campaign official and
girlfriend of Donald Trump Jr., has tested positive for the
coronavirus.

Oklahoma officers charged with murder after
investigators say they used stun gun more than 50 times
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Two Oklahoma police officers
have been charged with second-degree murder after being
accused of using their stun guns
more than 50 times on a 28year-old man who died.
Wilson police Officers Joshua
Taylor, 26, and Brandon Dingman, 34, were charged
Wednesday in the death last
year of Jared Lakey, according
to court documents.
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Court documents said the
two officers used their stun
guns on Lakey more than 50
times, "which greatly exceeded
what would have been necessary or warranted by the attendant circumstances," and
was a "substantial factor" in
Lakey's death.
The Oklahoma State Bureau
of Investigation, which assisted with the investigation at the
request of the Carter County

S

O

N L I N E

sheriff's office, said that after
Taylor and Dingman used their
stun guns on Lakey on July 4,
2019, Lakey was hospitalized
and died on July 6, 2019.
Taylor and Dingman had
come into contact with Lakey
after responding to a call that he
was acting in a disorderly way,
OSBI said. The agency said that
when Lakey wouldn't comply
with the officers' commands,
they used their stun guns mul-

A T

tiple times.
A deputy with the Carter
County sheriff's office eventually responded to the scene
and helped get Lakey into custody. OSBI said that shortly after that, Lakey stopped breathing and became unresponsive.
He was taken to the hospital.
OSBI said that on Wednesday, prosecutors issued arrest
warrants for Taylor and Dingman. OSBI said both turned

themselves in Thursday morning. They were each given a
$250,000 bond and both have
bonded out.
Court records do not list attorneys for Taylor or Dingman
and home phone numbers for
the men could not be found.
If convicted, each faces a
punishment of 10 years to life in
prison.
Wilson is located about 100
miles south of Oklahoma City.
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100 E. Ward, Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-446-3500 • www.desertvalleys.org

1-760-371-1376

216 S. Norma St. Ridgecrest, CA

Heating & Air Conditioning

760.446.5577
821 W. INYOKERN RD.
STATE LIC.NO 672679
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Lin-Manuel Miranda stars as Alexander Hamilton and Phillipa Soo is Eliza Hamilton in “Hamilton”; the filmed production of the Broadway musical coming to Disney+.

DISNEY+

‘Hamilton’ for newbies: Does Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
Disney+ movie live up to the Broadway hype?
By Brian Truitt
USA TODAY

When it comes to writing about
“Hamilton,” I am not throwing away my
shot.
See, this pop-culture reference makes
much more sense once you’ve actually
seen Lin-Manuel Miranda's gamechanging Broadway musical. A filmed
production arrives Friday on Disney+ as
everyone’s Fourth of July entertainment in a locked-down world while also
introducing the show to a huge population that’s never had the pleasure of
seeing it.
That number includes me, though not
for lack of trying. For the past five years,
as “Hamilton” became a Tony-conquering phenomenon and the hottest
ticket in New York (and everywhere a
touring production might be in town), I
avoided it. Never listened to the soundtrack, looked past memes, eschewed
YouTube clips, stayed away from the
Wikipedia page, all to have as fresh an ex-

MASKS
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hold, especially when other social distancing measures are
difficult to maintain.
"COVID-19 can be spread by
people who do not have symptoms and do not know that they
are infected," the CDC states on
its website, where it also notes
"wearing cloth face coverings
may not be possible in every
situation" or for some people
and "may exacerbate a physical
or mental health condition, lead
to a medical emergency, or introduce significant safety concerns."
Can masks cause low oxygen levels?
The American Lung Association said in a June 18 blog that
"masks are designed to be
breathed through and there is no
evidence that low oxygen levels

perience as possible. After playing many
ticket lotteries (always losing, of course),
I finally had tickets to a Kennedy Center
show until a pandemic foiled those plans,
though it also shifted the "Hamilton"
movie from theaters to streaming.
So is it worth all the hype? Oh, yes. And
then some.
“Hamilton,” which captures a 2016
performance by the show’s original cast,
is a rousing history lesson about where
we started as a country and a character
study of young, scrappy and hungry
immigrant Alexander Hamilton (Miranda), who became a revolutionary hero,
Founding Father and tragic figure. Inspired by everything from hip-hop and
R&B to jazz and Broadway standards, the
songs fill you with life, and in between
tunes, the dialogue – mostly rapped – is
just as gloriously musical.
Every character has a vibrant quality.
Imagine James Brown as Thomas Jefferson – that’s the showboating take created by Daveed Diggs, who also manages
to imbue a second character, Marquis de

occur" and that there is "absolutely no scientific evidence
that mask wearing or physical
distancing weakens the immune
system." People with preexisting lung problems should "discuss mask wearing concerns
with their health care
providers," the association said.
USA TODAY previously fact
checked claims on whether
wearing a face mask for prolonged periods of time would
cause someone to experience
significant reductions in oxygen
intake level, resulting in hypoxemia. The fact check found
there was no evidence to support this as both cloth and surgical masks are unlikely to cause
a dangerous drop in oxygen intake because they are not tight
fitting.
"In general, if your breathing
condition is well enough to allow
yelling or being outside without
oxygen, you can wear a mask
medically," Dr. Jennifer Ashton, ABC News' chief medical

Lafayette, with authentic rhyme-spitting
soul. Leslie Odom Jr. makes Hamilton’s
rival and frenemy Aaron Burr an antagonist you care as much about as
Hamilton himself. Every time the
Schuyler sisters (Phillipa Soo, Renee
Elise Goldsberry, Jasmine Sephas Jones)
appear, it’s a showstopper. “You’ll Be
Back,” a “love” song by the irked and
flamboyant King George (Jonathan Groff)
to the rebellious American colonists, is
the peppy and psychotic showtune you
never knew you needed in your life.
Directed by Thomas Kail, “Hamilton”
is obviously a showcase for Miranda.
He’s become one of our great American
creators, and it’s a joy to watch him
craft Hamilton’s character arc through
triumphs and travails.
There are wonderfully danced duels
(spoiler alert for those who missed that
day in history class), a vicious rap battle
between Hamilton and Jefferson over the
government assuming states’ debts, and
ultimately an emotional conclusion,
about the power of telling one’s story.

correspondent, said when discussing the California Trader
Joe's incident on Good Morning
America June 29.
Face mask exempt cards?
Not real.
While social media posts on
"face mask exempt cards," claim
the holder is exempt from wearing a mask due to health reasons,
they are fake. The Americans
with Disabilities Act website
warns of "fraudulent facemask
flyers."
An anti-mask group called
the Freedom to Breathe Agency
is believed to have created the
face mask exempt cards, which
according to images of the card
posted on social media note
"steep penalties" are threatened
if a business owner does not act
accordingly.
Are people with disabilities
required to wear masks?
According to the Southeast
ADA Center in Atlanta, which
provides training and guidance
on disability access, if “a person

(This version of the story also omits a
couple of F-bombs from the original
show but, speaking as a rookie Hamiltonian, it's not like you miss them. Plus, one
of the bleeps is pretty fantastic.)
Would it have been better to be in the
room where it happened? Sure, the magic of watching excellent musical theater
happening in front of you is impossible
to re-create. But as the recent “Cats”
movie proved, sometimes veering too
off-course from the stage production isn’t great, either, so why not embrace a
filmed version of this spectacular thing?
“Hamilton” is an amazing look at our
country, how immigrants get the job
done, where we've been and where we
might be going – all portrayed by a
mostly non-white cast – that resonates
as we celebrate independence during a
time when things outside can look a little bleak.
In that case, being in the room where
it streamed isn’t too shabby. And if
you'll excuse me, the soundtrack is calling and I have a lot of catching up to do.

with a disability is not able to
wear a face mask, state and local government agencies and
private businesses must consider reasonable modifications
to a face mask policy so that
the person with the disability
can participate in, or benefit
from, the programs offered or
goods and services that are provided.”
Reasonable modifications
listed included allowing customers to order with curbside
pickup, offering appointments
and face shields instead of face
masks, the center said in in a
June 12 disability issues brief.
However, businesses may not
have to offer services if it is a
fundamental change in the business model, it creates an undue
burden or if a person poses a direct threat to the health of others.
“The requirement to modify a
policy, practice, or procedure
does not include individuals
without disabilities, as they are

not protected under the ADA.”
Should kids wear masks?
According to the CDC, cloth
face coverings should not be
worn by children younger than
2. Older children can and should
wear masks, experts say.
Schools across the nation are
considering mask requirements
when classes resumes. Like
masks for adults, different areas
have different requirements by
age.
Wisconsin-based Menards,
which in early April said it would
no longer allow children under
16 to be in any of its stores due
to the pandemic, is now allowing children again. "Children
are welcome. Masks or face coverings are required on children
unless in arms or seated in shopping carts," Menards said on its
website.
Contributing: Grace Hauck
and Anna Staver, USA TODAY;
Alexandria Rodriguez, Corpus
Christi Caller Times; Leah
Romero, Las Cruces Sun-News

Desert Memorial Park
We are seeking contributions to help us
revitalize our cemetery. We want to
honor and respect all of the families in
our community and surrounding areas
that have chosen Desert Memorial Park
as their loved ones final resting place.
Please send contributions to Desert Memorial Park, 216 S Norma,
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 and note for cemetery revitalization.
Questions and suggestions may be emailed to
desertmemorialpark@gmail.com
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PATIENTS
Continued from A4

COVID-19. As of June 30, 28
inmates had been hospitalized,
“with the expectation that
those will rise quickly,” Coyle
said.
“We now have the Bay Area
largely focused on the San
Quentin challenge, which
means they are unavailable to
take patients out of Imperial
County,” she said.
During a Wednesday hearing
before the Senate’s Public Safety committee, Clark Kelso, a
court-appointed federal official
who oversees health care in the
California prison system, said
that Marin General Hospital,
San Quentin’s primary local
hospital, does not itself have
resources to meet the prison’s

QUAKES
Continued from A1

our walls, sidewalks and roads
are a constant reminder of last
year’s earthquakes. Markings
that will take longer than weeks,
months and years to fix, let alone
forget.
With two natural disasters
(one declared formally, one not)
during a single budget cycle,
the local government has
nonetheless continued to function. When COVID-19 hit, City
Manager Ron Strand expressed
his belief in the need for continuity of governance in times of
trouble and the city has exemplified that during both disasters.
According to Strand, Ridgecrest continues to recover from
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needs.
Marin General’s emergency
department often helps stabilize patients before transferring
to other hospitals, but soon it
may not even have the capacity to do that, Kelso said. “If it
appears that Marin General
cannot handle the flow,
arrangements will be made to
transport patients directly to
other hospitals, so as not to
overwhelm Marin General’s
resources,” he said.
St. Francis Memorial Hospital in San Francisco and Seton
Medical Center in Daly City
are among the hospitals also
treating inmates from San
Quentin.
Los Angeles County health
officials also expressed concern over their ICU bed count
this week. “ICU beds are always one of the most limited
resources within hospitals,”
said Dr. Christina Ghaly, direc-

tor for the county’s department of health services.
She explained that the county’s increase in infections is
among younger people who are
less likely to need an ICU bed.
But even with that limited use,
if hospitalizations continue to
trend up at the current rate, the
county might soon use all of its
currently available ICU beds.
In preparing for an anticipated mid-May surge that never occurred, the state asked
hospitals to increase their overall bed capacity. They did this
by turning operating rooms,
recovery rooms and other
spaces into areas where COVID
patients could be isolated. And
they continue to do so. In Imperial, the state recently helped
the county build 30 more ICU
beds.
But building critical care capacity isn’t only about beds, it’s
also about having adequate

staffing levels to treat these
patients, Coyle said. Even if a
physical bed is available but
there isn’t enough staff to tend
to it, the bed can’t be activated, meaning that a county’s
bed capacity may actually be
smaller than displayed in state
data, she explained.
The overwhelmed San Antonio hospitals, for example, have
already called up 800 nurses
from other parts of Texas and
from the U.S. Navy.
Edward, at El Centro Regional Medical Center in Imperial, said that for weeks he’s
asked the state for help in securing additional staff. At a
hearing this week, he told legislators his hospital needed four
more ICU doctors, and an additional 28 registered nurses
and 14 respiratory therapists to
meet current demand. On
Thursday, he said the state was
helping the county with a con-

tract for extra temporary staff.
The 80-bed alternate care
site at Imperial Valley College
is also being updated so that
those beds can be used for more
ill patients, Edward said.
Such investments are necessary, so that the county’s health
system can tend to its own patients, he said. Because if a
more widespread surge happens, he’s not sure a transfer
system would even exist.
“At some point, hospitals tell
us, ‘Hey, we can’t take your
transfer because our community’s numbers are going up,’ so
then our concern is, where does
the next patient go?”
His next immediate worry:
more pressure for beds and
staff in the weeks following
the Fourth of July weekend.
CalMatters is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan newsroom committed to explaining California policy and politics.

the quakes. He said the city has
submitted
requests
for
$200,000 in reimbursement
and is still waiting for funding.
Infrastructure repairs not yet
completed include the sidewalks
near the Kerr McGee Center,
an evaluation of the city's sewer system to check for damage
and roadway crack repair.
While there is no universal
accounting of the earthquakes'
toll, rebuilding has taken place
at all levels. Homes have been
repaired and infrastructure
fixed.
Among properties red-tagged
after the quakes, a significant
number were mobile homes,
many of which were owned by
senior citizens or families with
modest incomes. Local organizations stepped in to help displaced citizens.
The Rotary Club of China Lake

donated $20,000 to help those
impacted by the quakes and Rotarians spent weeks and even
months volunteering their time
and labor to fix things in houses, particularly water heaters.
The Ridgecrest Lions Charity
Foundation raised approximately $65,000 or $70,000 to help
with earthquake efforts, helping
roughly 45 families, two schools
and the animal shelter.
Also key in aiding quake victims was The Lighthouse, which
contributed over $20,000 and
served as a central organizing
point.
“It was an amazing effort of
many men and women working
together,” said Lighthouse xx
Tara Packer.
Organizations are protective
of revealing personal information about those they helped, but
Rotarians reported in July that

most or all of the displaced
seemed resettled in new homes
or with family.
Strand said he was unaware of
anyone still displaced as of early July.
Meanwhile, the massive multi-billion dollar, multi-year
earthquake rebuild is reportedly on track for Naval Air
Weapons Station China Lake,
with as many as 1500 workers
expected at the project's peak.
This week, the city passed an
ordinance amendment allowing for temporary labor housing
within city limits to accommodate the workers. This is a controversial solution, but the problem is real. So large is the
planned rebuild that housing
needs of temporary workers by
all estimates far exceed the city's
housing capacity.
Mayor Peggy Breeden said

she is optimistic that the results of long-term relationships
at many levels of government
will expedite the repairs and
bring benefits to the entire community, both military and civilian.
As the earthquake anniversary
neared, Breeden looked back on
lessons learned from the quakes
and how the sense of community continues through the
COVID-19 crisis.
"I think we've grown and
learned and learned how so
many things we think we have
control over, the control can
easily be wrenched away by circumstances," she said Friday.
"Some we can deal with easily
and some require long-term
strategies.”
“[H]ow we deal with those
things are a measure of who we
are."
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SPORTS
Washington
NFL team
undergoing
‘thorough
review’ of
name
By Jori Epstein and Mike Jones
USA TODAY

WILFREDO LEE, POOL PHOTO VIA USA TODAY NETWORK

Jimmie Johnson wears a mask before the start of the NASCAR race at Homestead-Miami Speedway on June 14.

NASCAR’s Jimmie Johnson
tests positive for COVID-19
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS – Seven-time
NASCAR champion Jimmie Johnson
has tested positive for the coronavirus
and will miss this weekend’s race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
The 44-year-old Johnson is the first
driver in any NASCAR series to test positive and the news Friday evening cast
a shadow over the historic NASCAR-IndyCar doubleheader races coming up
Saturday and Sunday. There was no
indication any races would be affected.
Hendrick Motorsports said Johnson
will not return until he is cleared by a
physician. He was tested earlier Friday
after his wife, Chani, tested positive after experiencing allergy-like symptoms.
Johnson is asymptomatic.
“My first priority is the health and
safety of my loved ones and my teammates,” Johnson said. “I’ve never
missed a race in my Cup career, but I
know it’s going to be very hard to watch
from the sidelines when I’m supposed
to be out there competing. Although this
situation is extremely disappointing, I’m
going to come back ready to win races
and put ourselves in playoff contention.”
Johnson earlier Friday held a Zoom
session with reporters to discuss Sunday’s race and an upcoming test of an
Indy car on the road course at the fabled
venue. He will now miss that test, as
well as what was supposed to be his fi-

nal Brickyard 400. Justin Allgaier will
replace him in the No. 48 Chevrolet.
“Jimmie has handled this situation like
the champion he is,” said Rick Hendrick,
owner of Hendrick Motorsports. “We’re
relieved he isn’t showing symptoms
and that Chani is doing great, and we
know he’ll be back and ready to go very
soon. It’s going to be difficult for him to
be out of the car and away from his
team, but it’s the right thing to do for
Jimmie and everyone involved.”
Hendrick Motorsports said it has implemented detailed procedures to protect the health of its team members.
They include daily COVID-19 screenings at the team facilities; the separation
of facility operations and traveling personnel; split work schedules; stringent
face covering and social distancing requirements; and an increased level of
disinfecting and sanitization of all work
areas.
Johnson is scheduled to retire from
full-time NASCAR competition at the
end of the season and was trying to tie
Jeff Gordon and Michael Schumacher as
the only five-time winners at Indianapolis.
Johnson has made 663 conscutive
Cup Series starts – the longest streak
among active drivers – and is currently 12th in the standings, 63 points inside
the playoff picture. NASCAR’s rules
state a driver must be symptom free and
have two negative coronavirus tests in
a 24-hour span to return.
NASCAR said it has granted Johnson

a playoff waiver.
“Jimmie is a true battle-tested champion, and we wish him well in his recovery,” the series said.
Johnson could potentially also miss
the Cup race at Kentucky and the AllStar race at Bristol. Next week’s test of
the road course at Indy in Scott Dixon’s
car has also been scrapped.
NASCAR was one of the first sports to
resume competition from the pandemic shutdown and has completed 11 Cup
races since its May 17 return. The sanctioning body does not test for coronavirus but participants are required to
do a temperature check as they enter the
facility.
Drivers have been told to isolate at the
track and there is very little interaction
beyond radio conversation between the
competitor and his crew.
Although Stewart-Haas Racing and
Team Penske both said they’ve had
positive tests from shop-based team
members, Johnson is the first driver.
Earlier Friday, Brazilian sports car driver Felipe Nasr said he had tested positive and will miss Saturday’s IMSA
event at Daytona International Speedway.
Johnson earlier Friday discussed the
IndyCar test scheduled with Chip
Ganassi Racing, which he said was the
first step in determine if actual races are
in his future. If he’s any good, he said,
he would be open to racing all 12 street
and road course events on the IndyCar
schedule.

Amid mounting criticism from external figures and a key sponsor asking for
change, the Washington Redskins said in
a statement Friday morning the franchise
will undergo an evaluation of its team
name.
“In light of recent events around our
country and feedback from our community,” the team said, “the team will undergo a thorough review of the team’s
name.”
Washington said the review "formalizes the initial discussions the team has
been having with the league in recent
weeks." NFL players, teams and the
league itself have shifted tone on racial
justice advocacy since George Floyd was
killed May 25 in the custody of Minneapolis police.
“In the last few weeks we have had ongoing discussions with Dan and we are
supportive of this important step," NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell said in a
statement.
As of Thursday night, however, two
people familiar with the NFL's actions on
the matter told USA TODAY Sports that
no dialogue between the league and team
had taken place recently on the franchise's name. The people spoke on condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to disclose details on the
issue.
The organization did not provide details on a time frame for the review, but
when asked about the chances of Snyder
sticking with Redskins, two different
people familiar with the owner's stance
told USA TODAY Sports, “It’s over.” The
people spoke on condition of anonymity because no decision had been formally made.
Thursday, FedEx—title sponsor of
Washington’s stadium in Landover,
Maryland—formally asked the team to
change its name.
“We have communicated to the team
in Washington our request that they
change the team name,“ FedEx said in a
statement emailed to the USA TODAY
Network.
FedEx chairman Frederick Smith holds
a minority stake in Washington’s ownership group.
Nike and Pepsi are among companies
who have received pressure to end their
business relationship with Washington
until the team changes its name. A
Thursday night search on Nike.com for
“Redskins” generated no results. Searches for other NFL teams’ gear worked.

MLB announces league-wide coronavirus test
results: 31 players positive for COVID-19
By Bob Nightengale
USA TODAY

PHOENIX — Major League
Baseball, resuming spring training Friday, announced that 31
players and seven staff members
tested positive for COVID-19
as part of intake screening.
The 38 positives were 1.2% of
the 3,185 total samples collected and tested, according to the
league.
“It will be encouraging if we
can keep that to that level,’’ Arizona Diamondbacks GM Mike
Hazen said. “It’s going to be on
all of us to do our best to do
that. Just because we get through
the quarantine, just because we
pass multiple tests doesn’t mean
behaviors can go back to normal.
It means practicing social distancing, even when we’re at the

field, being mindful of where
you are in space, wearing a mask
all of the time.
“It’s going to be on all of us.
What are we doing at night?
Going home, and being mindful
when we go out to the grocery
store and things like that, that
we’re still practicing those behaviors. I think that’s what it’s
going to require for us to stay
safe through the season.’’
Teams are not permitted to
identify the players who tested
positive for COVID-19, but two
players, Delino DeShields Jr. of
the Cleveland Indians and Brett
Martin of the Texas Rangers,
each revealed their positive tests.
Any player who tests positive for
COVID-19 must test negative
twice at least 24 hours apart
from one another, with no fever
for 72 hours, before he can rejoin

Happy 4th
of July

a team.
“At this point the only thing he
has is diminished sense of taste
and smell,” Cleveland president
of baseball operations Chris Antonetti said. “But other than
that he's doing well... He wanted us to just assure everyone
he’s doing well and looking forward to getting out here when
he's able to travel.”
The key for everyone’s safety
is to be cautious as possible,
says reigning AL MVP Mike
Trout, who hopes that his teammates don’t frequent restaurants on the road.
“I don’t get why you can leave
the hotel room on the road to get
dinner at a restaurant,’’ Trout
said. “That’s just putting yourself at risk, I think. I’m strongly against that. It’s 30 games on
the road. Just stay in your hotel

room and just do as much as
you can inside the hotel, so you
don’t get out and get the virus.’’
Angels manager Joe Maddon
had a call with 120 members of
the Angels organization Thursday night stressing the importance of everyone staying responsible.
“Every organization really
needs to tighten up their bubble,’’ Maddon says, “and that’s
what we’re trying to do. We’re
asking you to be the best version
of yourself and be the best teammate you’ve ever been in your
life. We need you to follow the
protocols and for you to be the
best teammate ever.’’
Rangers manager Chris
Woodward says that every team
is going to have positive cases,
but the key is to minimize all
contact. The Boston Red Sox

Celebrate
America!
Have a
safe and
Happy 4th
of July

Happy
July 4th
760-375-3100

BerniesLandscaping.com
124 W Upjohn Ave

even used suites at Fenway Park
for their players to dress in hoping to maintain social distancing.
“We’re not going to be able to
go out to bars,’’ Chicago Cubs
manager David Ross said “That
puts your teammates at risk.
That puts family members at
risk. We have high-risk teammates. We have high-risk family members at home. That
would be an extremely selfish
move on their part.’’
So, the show will go on, well,
at least try to go on, until the
coronavirus tells us it can’t.
“I don't feel entirely comfortable with the idea of doing this,’’
Tampa Bay Rays pitcher Charlie Morton said, “but I don't
know how long we're supposed
to sit in our homes and wait to
make a decision about our careers."

The Rx for all of your air
conditioning and heating
headaches.
We will be closed July 3rd through July 5th
But as always we are available at our afterhours line.
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