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IMMANUEL CHRISTIAN GRADUATION
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Salutatorian Corbin Barker gives his address – with a little help from Zachary Neeley.

Class valedictorian Nitya Lorber gets a hug from
Executive Director Ratna Rajaratnam after receiving an award.
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The graduates move their tassels to the left upon graduating.
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Jeffrey Wong presents the class gift.

Saluting the
Veterans of
the United
States of
America
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Nitya Lorber treats the crowd to a special musical presentation.

New location for State Farm
offices at 121 S. China Lake Blvd.

W e remember the men and women who have so
honorably served this country throughout history. We
remember their courage, their selflessness and their
dedication. We remember the hardship, the suffering
and the sacrifice they endured. On Memorial Day and
every day, we remember with respect those who have
have fought to defend our democratic ideals and secure
our freedoms. With deep gratitude, we salute our
country’s brave and honorable veterans.

100 E. Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-375-6900
Open Daily 10am-5pm

1522 N. Inyo • 446-2204

Shop 24/7 at
www.shop.maturango.org

With the retirement of Roger
Dorman, the State Farm office at
121 S. China Lake Blvd will be
moving June 1st.
Customers that frequent this
location can now make their
payments and insurance
inquiries to the Gary Charlon
State Farm office at 995 N Norma.
For more info call 760-446-4279.
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The Historical Society of the Upper Mojave Desert’s Classic Movie Night concludes it popular “Reel People, part
2” on May 29 at 7 p.m.

A 'Reel' hero indeed

On May 29 at 7 p.m.at the Historic USO Building, 230
W. Ridgecrest Blvd., the Historical Society of the Upper
Mojave Desert’s Classic Movie Night concludes it popular “Reel People, part 2” film series with the exciting true
story of a real American hero, played by Oscar winning
favorite, Tom Hanks.
On January 15, 2009, our airline pilot hero skillfully
lands US Airways Flight 1549 in the Hudson River off
Manhattan after both engines were disabled by a bird
strike. All 155 passengers and crew aboard survive. This
miraculous feat captivates the hearts of the American
public, but leaves our hero haunted, and experiencing
a dream in which the plane crashes into a building.
But, his nightmare was just beginning.
The National Transportation Safety Board claims that
several confidential computerized simulations shows the
plane could have landed safely at either airport without
engines. Our hero, however, insists that he lost both engines, which left him without sufficient time, speed, or
altitude to land safely at any airport. He realizes that the
Board believes the accident may have been pilot error,
which would end his career. It will be up to him to prove,
in public hearings, that his course of action was the right
one.
Director Clint Eastwood’s story of the harrowing
flight and subsequent publicity and investigation co-stars
Aaron Eckhart as the brave co-pilot, and Laura Linney
as our hero’s wife.
Since the name of this film happens to be that of the
main character, our film license prohibits the mention
of either. But, you probably know it. If not, call 760-3758456 for the title, or visit the Historic USO lobby for a
film schedule.
The doors open at 6:30 p.m. to allow our hungry guests
to “fuel up” on the tasty treats offered at our thrifty Snack
Bar. Admission to the movies is, as always, free, but you
know, by now, how excited we are to receive donations.
Our seventh Annual “Summer of Movie Magic” begins
on June 5 with family-friendly film favorites screening
every Wednesday through Aug. 7. Stop by now for a spiffy
new film schedule.
See you at the movies every week…all summer long.

Ridge Writers meet June 6

Noted High Sierra poet Eva Poole-Gilson will present
the June 6 Ridge Writers program with information
about exciting new developments from the Imagination
Lab in Bishop. The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. in the
meeting room of Ridgecrest Presbyterian Church, 633
W. Las Flores. The public is invited and admission is free.
Activities of the Imagination Lab include the Eastside
Writing Circle, talk and music, yoga, Tai Chi, and
Qigong. Among upcoming events, the Lab will host ArtBreak video interviews from the 1980s on Friday, June
14 at 6:30 p.m. Building on the Lab’s achievements,
Poole-Gilson has announced a campaign to launch the
High Sierra Arts Museum, a permanent venue to honor local artists in their many diverse genres. It will be designed and blueprinted by a brain-storming network of
area individuals and organizations.
For a bonus at the June 6 Ridge Writers meeting, she
will bring Gail Swain who created and will perform a
sneak preview of the premiere of the first High Sierra
Cast of Characters film, “Mary Austen.”
Poole-Gilson taught writing and literature for 20 years
at Cerro Coso College. With California Arts Council
grants, she was poet-in-residence at two High Sierra high
schools. She has particularly enjoyed serving as a teaching poet via California Poets in the Schools, housed in
San Francisco.
Ridge Writers (www.facebook.com/RidgeWriters;
CWC-ridgewriters.org) is the East Sierra Branch of the
110-year-old California Writers Club (calwriters.org)
which traces its roots back to Jack London and friends
in the Bay Area.
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Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division scientists and engineers aboard USS Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN 71) witnessed practice take-offs and landings during a Scientist to Sea trip in March.

Scientist to Sea participants share their
experience, new online application debuts
BY STACIE
LAWRENCE
NAWCWD Public Affairs

Earlier this year, thirteen employees from
Naval Air Warfare Center
Weapons Division spent
a day aboard USS
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN
71) participating in the
Scientist to Sea program.
Scientist to Sea gives
civilians an opportunity
to learn about naval equipment and procedures
aboard a carrier and see,
firsthand, how the systems
they develop are used by
the fleet.
“When I initially joined
NAVAIR, my group of
friends discussed Scientist to Sea and were emphatic that opportunities
like this were rare and extraordinarily important,”
said Megan Richter, a mechanical engineer and
touring member of the
Engineer and Scientist Development Program. “I am
a strong believer that until we are talking and communicating with active
duty servicemen and
women about the problems they face with their
gear, we will not understand the certain impending problems that are facing us on a technological
level against adversarial
nations.”
The participants boarded a C-2 greyhound aircraft in North Island and

arrived on the flight deck
of the Roosevelt at sea.
While on board, the group
toured various areas of the
carrier such as the kitchen,
hangar and maintenance
depot, the library and
chapel. Talking to Sailors
was encouraged during
meals and the group met
the carrier’s captain, executive officer, air boss and
command master chief
among others.
“We got to ask the
Sailors a lot of questions,”
said Jazmine Travis, a systems engineer for the F/A18, E-18G, Sidewinder
AIM-9X and Joint Helmet. “It was encouraged to
ask them questions, know
their interests and if they
had issues for us to think
about while we’re designing anything. That was
pretty cool.”
For many of the participants like William Jinkins, talking with the Sailors
was an eye-opening look
into the long hours and
manual work that goes
into working on a carrier.
The group met with and
learned the duties of several Sailors including the
chow boss and the ordnance and nuclear technicians.
“Learning about what it
takes to be a Sailor was really enlightening,” said
Jinkins, an aerospace engineer and member of the
Digital Innovation Acceleration Team at NAW-

Honoring those who
served our country

Serving Kernville for Over 20 years!

11030 Kernville Rd. • Kernville, CA 93238
1-760-376-6131

THANKING THOSE
WHO SERVED
1-760-377-5766 • www.firequick.com
Our products are proudly made in the USA

140 knots to zero in the
span of like 400 feet. The
trip, overall, was an awesome experience and I
learned a ton about how
our Sailors operate and
the trying conditions that
they have to undergo.”
“Going on a carrier
drives home the reality of
how dangerous working
on a carrier can be,”
Richter added. “While a
carrier is an incredible
symbol of the United
States, it is also a very vulnerable piece of working
equipment manned largely by young adults who
are working in conditions
a majority of us wouldn't
even dream of and they’re
doing it day-in and day
out for months on end.
That is a very humbling realization to come face-toface with, and for that I am
nothing but appreciative.”
For those who participate in the Scientist to Sea
Program in the future,
Jinkins encourages them
to remain respectful as
they learn the ins and outs
of such a large vessel.
“Learn as much as you
can about the operations
and what the Sailors’ responsibilities are,” he said.
“Do ask questions, but also
be respectful. Since you’re
not in uniform, it’s easy to
stick out or unintentionally be in someone’s way,
but just keep in mind that
you’re visiting someone’s
home away from home.”
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CWD. “What I took away
from one of my first interactions was that we can
sometimes make our systems too complicated. We
have to maintain that user
or end-customer focus and
figure out how can we
make things easy for our
Sailors.”
During their trip, the
group got to witness pilots
perform trap landings,
launches and “touch and
go” maneuvers, where the
pilots take off from the
flight line very shortly after landing. The Distinguished Visitor program
aboard the carrier was tailored to NAVAIR employees.
“They brought out some
of the weapons that we
test at China Lake,” Travis
said, “and we got to meet
the aviation ordnanceman
in charge of putting
weapons on the aircraft
and taking them off. Since
I do weapons integration,
it was very helpful to see
that and ask if there’s any
issues they have with the
loading or unloading.”
When it was time to return to North Island, the
group boarded a C-2 aircraft again and catapult
launched off the flight
deck. The seats in the COD
aircraft are rear-facing,
which created an experience in itself.
“That was pretty awesome,” Jinkins said. “We
decelerated from about
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YOUNGBLOOD
Continued from A1

Youngblood said that
changing the requirement
for use of deadly force to
“necessary” is “a very dangerous and slippery slope
to put our police officers
on.”
Youngblood
talked
about other difficulties
with finding appropriate
applicants. He said asking
about marijuana use in
the past year reduced a
pool of 1,000 applicants to
200. After a background
check and physical agility
testing the pool was reduced to 25. He said five
are about to graduate from
the academy shortly.
Youngblood also talked
about squatters and the
homeless. He said in his
opinion there is a reason
there are so many homeless people in Kern County. He attributed a large
part of the problem to recent laws that have decreased the penalties for
certain
drug-related
crimes.
“In Kern County, for the
last 35 years there has not
been one empty jail bed,”
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he said. “Today, after Prop
47 and 57 decriminalized
everything: possession of
heroin and possession of
methamphetamine are
misdemeanors, citable offenses . . . today there are
600 empty jail beds in
Kern County,” he said.
“And I can show you
where those 600 people
are.”
He said the people in
question have, in his opinion, two issues: mental
health issues and drug issues.
Youngblood said that in
the past, periods of incarceration could be used to
help people get help.
“I've got news for you.
These people are not going
to get help when they are
out on the streets,” he said.
“We had a captive audience. We have lost that. It's
a shame to watch what
the state is doing.”
On a lighter note,
Youngblood also talked
about how he was asked to
put his voice on the line to
raise funds for cancer patients at last year's Media
Music Jam. He said last
year he agreed to help with
a cancer fundraiser but
somehow wound up performing as a singer at the

event.
“There was a little bit of
a miscommunication.
They thought I was agreeing to sing. I thought I was
agreeing just to help,” he
said as people laughed.
Apparently, his performance was such a hit he
was asked back this year.
This year, he said, he
agreed to perform again
on the condition that new
District Attorney Cindy
Zimmer play the fiddle to
accompany him on the
Hank Williams song “Your
Cheating Heart” and sing
harmony for the Ricky
Nelson song “Mary Lou.”
“Both of which she
agreed to,” Youngblood
said. He reported the most
recent rehearsal had gone
very well.
“She is really talented,”
he said of Zimmer.
The Media Music Jam
will take place at Buck
Owens' Crystal Palace on
June 22 this year. All funds
raised will go to the Kern
County Cancer fund to
help local cancer patients
with financial needs.
See the Media Music
Jam Facebook page or
JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT
www.buckowens.com/ Kern County Sheriff Donny Youngblood speaks about deadly force, the hometickets/ for more infor- less problem and the Media Music Jam during a Rotary Club of China Lake
mation.
lunch on May 15.
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BURROUGHS COACHING JOBS AVAILABLE
Burroughs High School is looking for coaches! Varsity softball, JV softball, Varsity boys
soccer, COED swimming, JV girls soccer, JV volleyball and girls wrestling each have positions available. For those interested, please submit a letter of interest and coaching resume to the Burroughs’ Athletic Director, Michele Lazaro, at mlazaro@ssusd.org.
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Twins blast eight home runs in 16-7 rout of Angels

It’s okay to be wrong
when making predictions

BY PHIL MILLER
Star Tribune

ANAHEIM, Calif. —
Due to travel, weather and
rest, the Twins have taken
batting practice only once
in the past six days. Just
imagine if they weren’t so
rusty.
Minnesota smacked
around another helpless

pitching staff on Thursday,
crushing a franchise-record
eight home runs en route to
a 16-7 drubbing of the Angels. Jonathan Schoop and
Miguel Sano each connected twice, while Jorge Polanco, Max Kepler, Eddie
Rosario and C.J. Cron all
joined in as well as the
Twins completed, albeit a
day later than planned,

JAYNE KAMIN-ONCEA/GETTY IMAGES

The Minnesota Twins' Eddie Rosario (20), Marwin
Gonzalez (9) and Byron Buxton celebrate after a
16-7 win against the Los Angeles Angels at Angel
Stadium of Anaheim, Calif., on Thursday.

their most successful West
Coast swing in 23 years.
Minnesota won six times
in seven games, going 3-1 in
Seattle and 3-0 in Anaheim, and did it by simply
bludgeoning their opponents with one of the most
overwhelming displays of
power hitting in baseball
history. Despite being without injured sluggers Nelson
Cruz and Mitch Garver,
the Twins clobbered 22
baseballs over the fences
during their weeklong travelogue, and outscored the
Mariners and Angels, 6729. The last time they visited two Pacific Time Zone
cities and lost only once
was in August 1996, when
they went 8-1 on a swing
through Anaheim, Seattle
and Oakland.
The Twins’ 98 home runs
this year ties them with the
2000 Cardinals and 1999
Mariners for most ever
through 49 games of a season. They have now hit
eight home runs in a game
three times in franchise
history — once in 1963,
and the other last month,
on April 20 in Baltimore.
Coincidentally, both eighthomer games this year have
procured in a makeup of a
rainout the day before.
Martin Perez (7-1) was
the beneficiary of the Twins’
latest outburst, on a day
when the left-hander’s control largely eluded him.
Perez walked four for his

second straight start, and
lasted only five innings before Rocco Baldelli turned
to his bullpen for three uneventful innings and a
ninth-inning meltdown by
Austin Adams. Perez gave
up a home run to David
Fletcher and a double to
Mike Trout that turned into
three bases when it bounded past Rosario in the leftfield corner; Trout scored
on an Albert Pujols groundout.
Adams allowed the Angels a futile five-run rally in
the bottom of the ninth on
a solo homer by Brian
Goodwin and a grand slam
by Tommy La Stella, requiring Matt Morin to enter the game to record the
final out.
But the Angels rally
couldn’t have added much
stress to the Twins’ day, not
after they made quick work
of Angels starter Matt Harvey with a six-run second
inning and a two-run third.
Oddly, the Twins’ first
run was scored on a sacrifice fly that was actually a
popup. Rosario, on third after an infield hit and a wild
pitch, shocked Angels
shortstop Zack Cozart by
tagging up and charging
home once Cozart gloved
Luis Arraez’s pop to short
left field.
Then came the fireworks.
Schoop start it by blasting
SEE TWINS, B4

LAUREN JENNINGS
t’s okay to be wrong.
Especially when making predictions about
sports.
Especially when making
predictions about how a
playoff series will turn out.
And I was wrong.
There is a reason that
51% of people competing in
the NHL playoff bracket
were automatically knocked
out of during the first week
of playoffs…it is just hard to
predict what will happen.
I had predicted that the
Carolina Hurricanes would
pull off an upset against
the Boston Bruins.
And boy was I wrong.
The Hurricanes were
swept, something that no
other team had even
dreamt of doing. When the
’Canes beat the Washington
Capitals in the first round of
the playoffs, the rest of the
NHL was speechless.
The defending Stanley
Cup champions were out,
just like that. And they were
defeated by a wild card

I

team.
So they were the obvious
choice for me. I don’t need
to keep mentioning that I
am a die-hard Los Angeles
Kings fan. The Hurricanes
reminded me of the 2012
Kings, and so I was hopeful
for Justin Williams once
more.
But here we are. The Bruins absolutely dominated
Carolina, a team that couldn’t capitalize on the power
play for anything.
Not to mention, Tukka
Rask (the Bruin’s goaltender) has been playing
out of his mind this postseason.
Oh, I forgot to mention,
the St. Louis Blues also defeated the San Jose Sharks.
Although I took the
Sharks in seven games, I
did mention that the series
was a toss up and would
come down to goaltending. Something that Martin
Jones did not get the memo
for.
Now that all of that is out
of the way, let’s talk about
the Stanley Cup Finals.
The Bruins are the favorite to win. They’ve been
here before. Recently. And
they know what it takes to
win a cup.
Backed by head coach
Bruce Cassidy, the team

SEE JENNINGS, B4

Raptors’ defense ran out of steam against the Bucks at the finish of Game 1
BY DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times

MILWAUKEE — You’d
probably be too distracted
by the size of Giannis Antetokounmpo and Kawhi
Leonard, too enamored
with their shot-making
and ball-handling and
trash-talking ability, to notice if you’re sitting courtside.
But from the nosebleed
seats at Fiserv Forum, you
see one of the most important parts of the Eastern
Conference finals unfolding below you on every
Milwaukee Bucks possession in their half-court offense.
You can see the Toronto
defense beat like a heart,
the life of the Raptors dependent on a series of precise contractions and expansions to keep the
Bucks from getting easy
looks at the basket or beyond the three-point line.
Before Game 1, you
could hear in his voice
and the slight smile on
his face just how difficult
Toronto coach Nick Nurse
thought it would be to defend the Bucks. Being
everywhere on the floor,
turns out, is a tough ask.
While most teams with
even a low level of analytical influence understand
layups and three-pointers, the Bucks put it into

extreme practice thanks
to the driving ability of
Antetokounmpo, a tornado of limbs, muscles and
seemingly unending potential.
“No, it’s not easy at all.
He and the rest of their
team make it as hard
probably as it is in this
league,” Nurse said before
Game 1, a 108-101 Bucks
victory. “But you’ve got to
protect the rim, you’ve got
to protect the free-throw
line, don’t send him to the
line, and you’ve got to contest the shots somehow. …
And we’ve got to help.
And when you do help,
they try to kick it out, and
you’ve got to either rotate, right, to contest, or
you’ve got to forget the
rotation, just hustle.
Sometimes it’s not very
perfect, the rotations, and
you’ve just got to bust your
butt and get out there.”
For more than three
quarters of Game 1 on
Wednesday, the Raptors
were in rhythm.
Any concerns that the
team’s hearts were still in
Toronto, celebrating a series-winning shot that
bounced on the rim four
times before delivering
Leonard another signature playoff moment, were
quickly erased watching
them defend from a distance.
You’d see Antetokounm-

po try to slash his way
into the paint, you’d see
the Raptors collapse, and
when the ball would get
passed out, you’d see them
sprint out. Contract and
expand, contract and expand, contract and expand.
“I thought our defense
was pretty good,” Nurse
said after Game 1. “I
thought we were executing our game plans really
well. I didn’t feel like we
were under that much
stress.”
But when a heart has to
pump that hard for that
long in the most important game of the season,
there’s probably some limits.
Just three days removed
from the emotion of
Leonard’s
cinematic
game-winner, the Raptors
started to slow down.
“We started off the game
well,” Leonard said
Wednesday. “We just didn’t finish it up too great.”
The Bucks hit half of
their 10 three-point attempts in the fourth quarter; their other points either all came at the freethrow line or at the rim.
After being everywhere in
the half-court defense for
the first three quarters,
the Raptors were suddenly nowhere.
A day later, crammed
in a small supply storage
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room at their hotel in Milwaukee, the Raptors faced
the media before an early
afternoon film session and
owned up to their lategame defensive failures.
“My energy level was
not there, but my coaches
and my teammates know
I can do it,” Raptors forward Serge Ibaka said. “I
believe I can do both. I can
protect the rim and then
go out there and contest
the three-point shots.”
There are other things
the Raptors can do to even
the series in Game 2 — being better on offense certainly being a big one.
Missed
shots
and
turnovers allow the Bucks
to run, and when that happens, it doesn’t matter
how locked in a team is on
defense.
But on those other,
slowed-down possessions,
the Raptors’ heart needs to
beat.
As Nurse talked about
what happened the night
before and what needs to
happen in Game 2,
Leonard stood impatiently in the doorway, waiting
for his coach to wrap up
his news conference.
“Come on,” he said.
Next door the Raptors
were waiting to begin a
film session, the team eager to try to figure out
how they can beat longer
and stronger.

STACY REVERE/GETTY IMAGES

The Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo
(34) attempts a shot over the the Toronto Raptors'
Marc Gasol in the fourth quarter in Game 1 of the
Eastern Conference finals at the Fiserv Forum in
Milwaukee on May 15, 2019.
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Benjamin Hochman: Surging Tarasenko can join St. Louis sports legends
BY BENJAMIN
HOCHMAN
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS — It’s the
closest he’s been to a professional championship trophy. It’s as if he could reach
out and touch the silver.
But Vladimir Tarasenko
sat stoically that August
day and didn’t mess with
the Wanamaker Trophy.
Last summer, a fellow
Russian hockey superstar
hung out with the Stanley
Cup, and the Blues’
Tarasenko was placed on
stage beside a golf award.
Tarasenko was asked to join
other St. Louis athletes at a
pre-PGA Championship
presentation — so he sat
with the likes of Ozzie
Smith, Jackie JoynerKersee, Mike Shannon and
Whitey Herzog.
To think, a summer later,
these could be his championship-winning brethren.
To think, a summer later,
Tarasenko could be just like
Alexander Ovechkin — the
best player on the Stanley
Cup champions.
It will take elite hockey
from Tarasenko. He was
sub-par in one game of the
Conference finals — Game
1. Against the Boston Bruins in the finals, he might
not have a game to spare.
Stare, snipe, score, repeat.
He has the stage.
And after years of being
one of the “other” great
Russian players, No. 91 has
the opportunity and pedigree to ascend. No, he probably never will surpass
Washington’s Ovechkin. But
if St. Louis wins the Stanley
Cup, the two with their
toothless smiles can stand
side-by-side, champions forever in back-to-back years.
It’ll just take a simple
task or two — penetrating a
Boston defense that would
make Bill Belichick proud
and then peppering a goalie
who’s playing even better
the Blues’ Jordan Binnington.
But Tarasenko is playing

the best hockey of his career.
He gobbled up the Sharks.
This is going to be wicked
fun.
“I think every time he
gets the puck he puts them
on edge,” Blues teammate
Ryan O’Reilly said. “Having
such a shot like he does,
teams are scared when he
gets the puck and maybe
overcompensate for that —
and other things become
available. Having played
with him throughout the
year, you see how dangerous
he is, whether it’s taking
that shot or just being a
threat, that opens so much.”
And how about this stat.
Since the start of the 2014
Stanley Cup playoffs,
Tarasenko has 30 goals in
the postseason, third-most
in the National Hockey
League (Ovechkin, with 34,
is first).
And after tallying three
points in the entire, grueling
seven-game series against
Dallas, Tarasenko finished
with eight points in six
games against San Jose —
including a point in every
game. He was the only player, on either team, to do
that.
This all happened because No. 91 was vigorously and sometimes viciously
engaged (in at least the final
five games). He’s one of
those athletes who fuels
himself by doing the little
things.
Sometimes we see a baseball player make a couple
strong plays in the field,
and sure enough hit a couple line drives in the ensuing at-bats. Well, in the latest series, Tarasenko circled the Sharks. He unleashed body checks, he
made hustling backchecks
and
influenced
the
forecheck. He finished the
series with 16 hits — only
three Blues players tallied
more.
And as the Blues, with the
Campbell Bowl in the bowels of Enterprise Center,
tried to set the tone early in
Game 6, Tarasenko crashed
into Timo Meier. And then,

STAR TRIBUNE

The Blues' Vladimir Tarasenko celebrated with teammates on the bench after scoring a goal in the first
period against the Wild.

as if to show the hand-passer what he could do,
Tarasenko used both hands
to violently shove Meier in
the face. In the regular season, that would’ve been
roughing; in the postseason,
that was just rough.
“I think this is the part of
the year where points and
individual stuff and everything else just goes (away),”
said Tarasenko, who is third
on the Blues this postseason
with 13 points (eight goals,
five assists). “We’re just
thinking about wins and
that’s it … . We just keep
playing our game, keep
playing our brand of hockey.”
And lately, he’s got that
shooting rhythm going. It’s
a different type of rhythm
than a basketball player,
who is in the zone if he or
she makes numerous
jumpers in a game. But it’s
the hockey equivalent.
About once a game,
Tarasenko has sniped a goal
in a seemingly small window. It’s as if you can mark
him down for one marks-
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man’s shot.
The penalty shot in Game
5 was sublime. And then in
Game 6, the clincher,
Tarasenko snapped what
would be the game-winner
above Martin Jones’ shoulder … inspiring some on
Twitter to spell the “o” in his
last name with a dartboard
bullseye emoji.
This might sound weird,
but he’s at his best when he
doesn’t think with the puck
on his stick. Yes, of course,
you’re perpetually thinking on the ice, puck or not.
But we know those moments. He’ll have a chance
to shoot and hesitates to
create something else. He is,
of course, a world-class
passer. But if there ever
was a time for No. 91 to be
selfish and snipe, it’s against
a goalie with a goals-against
average that looks like an
ERA from Pedro Martinez’s
heyday.
“He’s got his head up a
lot, sees the ice well,” Blues
coach Craig Berube said of
Tarasenko — it was Berube,
after Game 1, who chal-

lenged No. 91 to play hungrier. “His hard work is paying off. He’s working hard
without the puck, and he’s a
powerful guy.”
•••

The views expressed are
those of the columnist
and do not necessarily
represent the official
stance of the Daily Independent.
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LeBron James reportedly recruiting Sixers’ Jimmy Butler to Lakers
BY ROB TORNOE
The Philadelphia Inquirer
and Daily News

LeBron James doesn’t
appear to be wasting
much time sitting on the
couch watching the NBA
playoffs.
The Lakers superstar is
spending his offseason
reaching out to potential free agents about
joining him in Los Angeles, according to multiple
reports. And one of the
people James is reportedly targeting is Sixers
swingman Jimmy Butler.
“(Butler) likes L.A, LeBron James has been in
touch with him and he
would join the Lakers in
a second if they offered
him a max deal,” Los Angeles Times sports
columnist Arash Markazi
wrote on Twitter Thursday.
Markazi isn’t alone in
suggesting James has interest in playing alongside Butler. ESPN’s Brian
Windhorst reported on
Thursday’s Pardon the
Interruption that the
Lakers star reached out
to both Butler and Toronto Raptors star Kawhi
Leonard more than a
month ahead of the official start of NBA free
agency, which this year is
June 30 at 6 p.m.
“From what I understand, (James) has already begun the recruit-

ing process,” Windhorst
said. “There’s no tampering enforcement by players, and while Magic
Johnson — the guy who
got in trouble for tampering before is no longer
there — LeBron is ‘tamperer-in-chief ’ of the
Lakers right now.”
Butler is slated to make
$19.84 million next season, but he has a player
option that he’s expected
to decline, making him a
free agent. Following the
Sixers’ season-ending loss
to the Raptors earlier this
month, Butler told reporters he enjoyed playing in Philadelphia,
where he became a fan
favorite during the second half of the season
and playoffs.
“As long as you play
hard, the city loves you;
and give your all, that is
all they ask of you,” Butler said. “It has definitely been fun to meet and
interact with the fans and
the people in the organization and absolutely
everybody is amazing.”
Despite the outreach
by James, it’s unclear if
Butler would want to
play alongside the NBA
superstar. Prior to Butler’s signing with the Sixers last season, ESPN’s
Adrian Wojnarowski reported that playing in
Los Angeles was “less appealing” to Butler after
James signed with the
Lakers.

There’s also still the
possibility the Sixers will
offer Butler a max contract to remain in
Philadelphia alongside
Joel Embiid and Ben
Simmons. After trading
for Tobias Harris back
in February, general

manager Elton Brand
said the team’s managing
partners were on board
with re-signing both free
agents “to keep this core
together a long time.”
But Butler also posted
a cryptic Instagram message that seemed like a
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the key for me, for sure.
You’re looking at coaches,
looking at the city.
There’s a lot that goes
into it. But for me, as
long as I’ve got my people
with me, everybody
knows I’m cool if they’re
happy.”

Jimmy Butler #23 of the Philadelphia 76ers reacts along with James Ennis III #11 at the end of the second quarter of Game Six of the Eastern Conference Semifinals against the Toronto Raptors at the Wells
Fargo Center on May 9, 2019 in Philadelphia, Pa. The 76ers defeated the Raptors 112-101.
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goodbye to many Sixers
fans.
“Technically, knock on
wood, I’ll get a max contract anywhere I choose
to go,” Butler told reporters earlier this
month. “You always want
to be able to win. That’s
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A view of Maximum Security and Country House both being hotwalked while awaiting the outcome of a protest after the 145th running of the Kentucky Derby
at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky., on May 4, 2019. Country House was declared the winner after a stewards review disqualified Maximum Security.

Bryce Miller: Maximum Security owner says people
‘probably think I’m a crybaby’ for fighting Derby finish
BY BRYCE MILLER
The San Diego Union-Tribune

SAN DIEGO — You ask
Maximum Security owner
Gary West if he knows or
cares about public perception. Does he think
people paint him as an
unprecedented hard-luck
case or lingering thorn after the most controversial
Kentucky Derby in its 145year history?
He wonders what you
think. So you tell him.
On the night of the waterlogged Derby, when his
horse was “pulled down”
— a $1.86 million winner
for mere minutes, before a
stunning ruling by stewards — sympathy swelled
for sports heartache unlike
any other. Envisioning a
Churchill Downs official
snapping away the iconic
garland of roses from
West’s wife, Mary, made
plenty cringe.
After a failed appeal,
the filing of a federal lawsuit and West’s recent $20
million challenge to four
horses from the race,
though, you explain that it
feels as though sentiment
has shifted.
West paused.
“Yes, I think there are
people who probably think
that I’m a crybaby for doing this,” West said by
phone earlier this week.
“To those people, I only
say the old adage, until
you’ve walked a mile in
another man’s shoes, don’t
judge them.”
Deep down, you wonder
if West realizes this is like-

ly a lost cause — even in
the courts, though that’s
definitely an unpredictable place for the Derby-without-end to play
out.
So many unexpected
twists and turns can happen inside court hallways,
weighing and sorting
monetary damages and
the like. Specific wording
in Kentucky Horse Racing
Commission regulations
stating that, “Findings of
fact and determination
shall be final and shall
not be subject to appeal”
surely will matter, too.
Precedents, ground rules
and all.
The goal of talking to
West, however, was not
to handicap an outcome
that could take months
or years. It was to peel
the onion of motivations
and figure out what the
road forward might look
like.
So, you ask West to define the goal of going to
court. To be compensated
for the winner’s share? To
shift the narrative in terms
of far more lucrative, postcareer breeding rights?
Those seem unlikely drivers in all of this, since the
Wests are generous, philanthropic billionaires.
Is it an attempt to
rewrite the history books?
Is it simply a commitment
to what’s right is right?
“I don’t know,” said
West, leaning on lawyerly
advice, “if it’s appropriate
to comment on that at
this time.”
What’s next for Maxi-

mum Security, the homebred who seemed best
among 19 as he navigated
the Churchill Downs
soup?
“Our plan is to do the
best we can to give this
horse a chance to be the 3year-old champion,” West
said. “The Belmont would
not be the appropriate
thing to do to that end.”
Scratch redemption in a
Triple Crown race.
West said the horse is
most likely aimed toward
the Haskell Invitational,
July 20 at New Jersey’s
Monmouth Park. That
likely would mean a prep
race in the Pegasus Stakes
on June 16 at Monmouth,
West said.
What about the challenge he issued, offering
$5 million in any head-tohead race with eventual
Derby winner Country
House, Preakness winner
War of Will, Long Range
Toddy or Bodexpress?
That’s up to $20 million if
each horse outruns Maximum Security at some
point between now and
Jan. 1.

That’s not going to happen — and West surely
knows it.
“I think it would be really good for racing,” West
said, “but I’m unaware of
anyone taking us up on
the challenge.”
What about the rumor
that the Wests, who made
Derby starts with High
Limit (20th, 2005), Dollar
Bill (15th, 2001) and
Rockamundo (17th, 1993),
would leave racing altogether?
“At this time, I don’t
know the answer to that,”
he said. “I don’t have a
comment on that right
now. When I’m emotional about something, I have
tendency to let time pass
and until I’m not emotional.”
In a television interview
that aired two days after
the race, those emotions
seemed to be in full-swell.
West called Churchill
Downs “greedy” for its
massive Derby field,
adding that they knowingly put lives at risk.
Any feedback?
“I’ve heard nothing from

Churchill Downs — nor
the stewards, nor the
(Kentucky) racing commission,” West said.
Another question bubbles to the surface: If stewards had agreed to talk
that night, would this be
over?
“It certainly could have
ended that night, but they
didn’t have the common
courtesy after 144 runnings without a horse being set down to meet with
us,” West said.
In almost all sports, you
remind West, they’re careful to create buffers between participants and officials — most times, for
good reason. West countered that in other sports,
however, appeals avenues
exist.
“The fact that three people who oversee the Kentucky Derby, Kentucky
Oaks and agitate billions
of dollars one way or another based on the decisions they make, the decisions they make are unappealable to anybody. They
are judge, jury and executioner. Aggrieved parties

May we never forget - Freedom is not FREE.

have no recourse whatsoever.
“I’m unaware of anywhere in America where
that particular situation
is true. I think those are
bad rules.”
Still entrenched. Still
fighting.
West probably is best
served to walk away, no
matter how painful things
remain. Few understand
the game-changing work
in defense of America’s
most vulnerable elders
that the couple champions. They grind tirelessly
for others, instead of
spending days slurping
umbrella drinks along the
Mediterranean coast.
Right now, West is being
painted with a very broad
and mostly uninformed,
unbalanced brush.
But as he points out,
those are his muddy
loafers to walk in.
•••
The views expressed
are those of the columnist and do not necessarily represent the official
stance of the Daily Independent.
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