
Moving 
forward one
step at a time

Last summer, I found myself bored. A
lot. With no real local sports happening
(constantly at least), I frequently left
town to visit family and friends during the
weekends and even had time to travel to
Northern California for a wedding. 

I knew that at the end of summer, I
would be back to a fully-loaded sports
schedule. And that was perfectly fine for
me.

I had a similar feeling when the shut-
down began, except this time I had no
idea when I would be able to cover sports
again. I still don’t exactly know when that
is, which is frustrating to say the least.

Never again will I complain about a
baseball game running long, or a basket-
ball game heading into overtime. 

For now, sports aren’t returning, and
that’s okay. I still find hope knowing that
businesses are reopening. One step at a
time, and we will get to sports.

Today, as part of the USA TODAY Net-
work’s nation-wide effort, we are launch-
ing a series of stories that examine the
ways the community is already beginning
to emerge from the COVID-19 shut down
or at least trying to. The project, Rebuild-
ing America, attempts to capture this
historic moment and shine a light toward
the path forward.

By Lauren Jennings
Sports Editor
ljennings@ridgecrestca.com

See REBUILD, B5



As local businesses welcome back 
customers, let’s remember that we 

are all in this together. 

SHOP LOCAL. SHOP SMALL.  

SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY.

www.McCarthyforCongress.com

Paid for by Kevin McCarthy for Congress
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Rebuilding America
Ridgecrest’s shop owners ready
to get back to business

Local businesses are finally getting
what they want: a chance to reopen. 

It was a month ago that business own-
ers voiced their desire to reopen Ridge-
crest during a town hall, the majority ex-
pressing concerns over lost profits,
while major chain stores, such as Wal-
mart and Home Depot, were allowed to
remain open.

Mayor Peggy Breeden said while she
does not know how each business will be
impacted financially nor how hard cer-
tain businesses will be hit, small busi-
nesses will suffer most. 

Smaller, independently owned retail
stores that have been closed without the
ability to offer any services have been
impacted the most, followed by restau-
rants that were forced to only offer
takeout or delivery.

Businesses that have been hit dispro-
portionately to others can apply for
Kern County’s small businesses forgiv-
able loan program, announced Tuesday.
Requirements can be found online
through the application process at Kern-
county.com/government/kern-recov-
ers.

Stores that have been allowed to re-
open are still implementing social dis-
tancing standards, posting “6 ft. apart”
on the walls or floors as well as one-way
aisles to try to prevent unnecessary
close contact.

It’s been a winding path just to get to
this point.

Kern County businesses tentatively
began opening their doors in May as
Gov. Gavin Newsom took the state
through Stage 2 of his four-stage plan to
restart the economy.

California entered Stage 2 of the gov-
ernor's plan May 8. This initially al-

lowed the reopening of certain lower risk
business sectors, including bookstores,
clothing stores, florists and sporting
goods stores, which reopened with mod-
ifications.

The state moved into Stage 2 after
showing it was on track with the key
metrics of stability, including hospi-
talizations; personal protective equip-
ment inventory; health care surge capac-
ity; testing capacity; contact tracing
capability and public health guidance in
place.

Counties were given the ability to
move more quickly through Stage 2 by
meeting certain qualifications. New-
som on May 18 announced a new, loos-
er set of guidelines that allowed 53 of
California's 58 counties -- including
Kern -- to apply to move into the later
part of Stage 2 and open more busi-
nesses.

Memorial Day weekend got an upbeat
start with the announcement on
Wednesday, May 20 that Kern County
restaurants could reopen for indoor

dining effective immediately. Some
restaurants opened the next day, others
that Friday. Health and safety restric-
tions had to be followed, and local buf-
fets remained closed.

The Kern County Board of Supervisors
quickly moved to certify that the coun-
ty was ready to move through the re-
opening stages in mid-May when New-
som announced looser restrictions. Once
submitted to the state, the application

By Jessica Weston and 
Lauren Jennings
The Daily Independent

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Red Rock Books displays its open sign on a recent day after it was allowed to reopen.

See BUSINESS, B10



Your Economic Partner for the
Kern & Inyo Counties

Ridgecrest Is
Resilient –

Together, We Can
Overcome The

Challenges Ahead

Supporting Our
Community As
We Reopen And

Rebuild And
Thanking Our First
Reponders, Medical
Professionals, And
Essential Workers 
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Our advertising sales
departments have been
working with local busi-
nesses to identify ways
they can reconnect with
customers and grow or
regain their business.
And on the news side,
we’ve been working on a
sector-by-sector look at
the shape “rebuilding”
may take.

That includes:
City Editor Jessica

Weston and I delve into
the world of small busi-
nesses — what busi-
nesses in Ridgecrest
were hit the hardest be-
cause of COVID and the
current timeline set for
reopening them? Yes,
salons are mentioned.

Weston also covered
Ridgecrest’s financial
struggles caused by not
only the pandemic, but
also last year’s earth-
quakes. Are residents
going to have to pay a
temporary sales tax to
make up for lost rev-
enue?

I wrote a story on ed-
ucation in the Indian
Wells Valley, and what
school will look like at
both the high school and
college levels come this
Fall. Social distancing is
going to be a new norm,
so get for it in the class-
room.

I think that the most
exciting part of these
stories is that they look
down the road, not just
what we are going right
now. It's not all doom
and gloom — in fact, it's
remarkable to read how
resourceful our local
businesses and leaders
can be under pressure. I
think you’ll find the
same.

This crisis came on
fast, and the recovery
will be slow, but togeth-
er we will get through
this. Sports will return, I
believe that.

Regardless of what the
calendar says, this is our
springtime. It is time to
start reconnecting
(safely) and rebuilding.
Thank you for reading
and for supporting local
journalism and the ad-
vertisers who make it
possible.

Rebuilding
America Together –
Community by
Community
By Senator Shannon Grove
The Coronavirus Crisis has demanded an unprecedented response from govern-
ments, nonprofits, and businesses around the world, including California and
our local governments. Early on, President Trump acted quickly on behalf of
all Californians signing a Major Disaster Declaration within hours of receiv-
ing the request from the governor who actually praised the president by say-
ing, “We appreciate the quick response and partnership from the White
House.” This declaration made federal funding available to state, tribal, and
local governments for emergency protective measures, including direct fed-
eral assistance, and makes funding available for crisis counseling for im-
pacted individuals that will help us in our recovery.

On March 27th, President Trump signed the CARES Act, which allocated
an unprecedented $2.3 trillion for medical equipment and protective gar-
ments, small business loans and grants, direct aid to states, and Economic
Impact payments to Americans.

As our state moves past the apex and transitions to the recovery phase of
this crisis, we have seen how Governor Newsom’s one-size-fits-all ap-
proach devastated regions that were less impacted by COVID-19 but more
impacted by the Stay-At-Home order. 

Ridgecrest is unlike coastal or densely populated cities such as Los Angeles
or San Francisco.  We have different priorities, different challenges, and cer-
tainly a different lifestyle than those Californians.

In part, these differences give us a significantly different outlook on how much
influence we want government to have on our lives.  It also may contribute to
our incredible generosity we offer to the non-profits and private businesses.

In a very short time, Ridgecrest has seen two major emergencies challenge
our way of life.
First was the earthquake that rattled our entire community, and now, in the
midst of rebuilding, we are dealing with the severe economic fallout due to
the Stay-At-Home order. Ridgecrest is strong and together, with community
support, we will overcome and become stronger than ever.

Ridgecrest is a unique California community, and we want the opportunity
to reopen in a way that works best for us.  We are not concerned about
opening the beaches; we are worried about the family who runs the store on
the corner, the students who are missing their social interactions, the police
department and other city departments that are suffering enormous budget
cuts, and the list goes on and on.

In order to get back to business, we will require assistance from state agen-
cies, not roadblocks and excuses, but rebuilding begins at a community
level. Luckily, for us, we have seen the power our community has when we
come together to overcome. Paid for by Vince Fong for Assembly 2020

www.VinceFong.com

LOCAL

SMALL 
BUSINESSES

OUR 
COMMUNITY

Support

Support

Support

“ As businesses 
begin to 
reopen, let’s 
do our part 
by supporting 
our neighbors 
and the local 
economy.”

Assemblyman  
Vince Fong
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REBUILDING AMERICA
FINANCE

City struggles with finances due
to coronavirus shutdown

Like many governmental enti-
ties, the city of Ridgecrest has
struggled with how to operate in the
new pandemic-driven landscape.

Ridgecrest is more challenged
than some. Counting the Ridge-
crest Earthquakes last July, the city
has had to contend with two natu-
ral emergencies in a single budget
cycle.

The city itself has not declared a
state of emergency over COVID-19
but Kern County, the state of Cal-
ifornia and the federal government
all have.

The financial toll of the pandem-
ic shutdown on the city coffers is
unclear at this point but is certain
to be significant.

The city receives Transient Oc-
cupancy Tax (TOT) from local ho-
tels, which are seeing a reduction of
as much as 85% of the normal oc-
cupancy due to Department of De-
fense travel restrictions, reduced
travel to the Naval Air Warfare
Station at China Lake, and a de-
crease in tourism.

City Manager Ron Strand esti-
mated the city will see significant
loss in TOT for two to three months
at least. Sales tax is also down, but
it is not clear how much.

The city has a couple of possible
solutions.

One idea is a temporary sales
tax.

Strand floated the idea of placing
a temporary tax on November’s
ballot to offset revenue lost due to
the COVID-19 shutdown. The tax
would be one-half cent and have a

firm sunset date, city officials said.
The 12-month sales tax would net
about $2.2 million — enough to
cover any sort of revenue shortfall
from the pandemic shutdown.

The suggestion proved unpopu-
lar with at least one council mem-
ber and many community mem-
bers. Some argued that an addition-
al sales tax would hit business own-
ers and residents when they were
already down. The city council
talked about further research into
the subject, but it is unclear whether
the measure would get the votes
necessary to pass.

The city of Ridgecrest ended fis-
cal year 2019 with a surplus of
roughly $2,271,000 which could
be put toward balancing the budg-
et. The city also has a reserve fund,
Strand said.

“One of the reasons you have a
reserve is for rainy days such as a

pandemic and a national emer-
gency,” Strand said.

After some bumpy years, the city
was doing well when the pandem-
ic hit.

According to consultant Ken Pun
of Pun and Associates, the city’s
general revenue for the fiscal year
was $16.8 million, up $5.9 million
from the year before.

The city’s main operating fund,
the general fund, had nearly $9.8
million in assets and $4.4 million in
liabilities resulting in a total fund
balance of $5.3 million.

Pun urged the city for several
years to build up its “rainy day
fund.”

Ridgecrest’s unassigned fund
balance, $2.3 million, is nearly 19%
of its annual expenditures, $12.4
million. That ratio exceeds the 17%

By Jessica Weston
Daily Independent

LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT

See CITY, B9

GOVERNMENT



Classrooms through-
out the Indian Wells Val-
ley are scheduled to re-
open in August, although
uncertainty remains.

With the state leaving
that decision to local dis-
tricts at this point, Dave
Otash, superintendent of
Sierra Sands Unified
School District, said the
plan is to physically re-
open.

“At this point, Sierra
Sands is continuing with
plans for opening schools
on August 11, per our
adopted 2020-2021 aca-
demic calendar. We will
continue to analyze in-

formation coming from
the governor's office, the
Office of Kern County Su-
perintendent of Schools
and the Kern County
Health Department.

Sierra Sands officially
closed its schools on
March 17, and utilized
distance learning
throughout the  Spring
semester.

Cerro Coso
At the college level,

California State Universi-
ties announced that the
majority of classes of-
fered will be held online. 

Cerro Coso Communi-
ty College will take a more
nuanced approach. CCCC

already offered 50% of its
classes online prior to the
pandemic.

Cerro Coso President
Jill Stein said the college
may have to make differ-
ent decisions across its
four campuses.

“We are in the process
of defining our fall offer-
ings… At this time, we
are envisioning how we
can serve students face-
to-face under the state
guidelines, and we expect
to receive other guide-
lines from our system's
office in the near future,”
Stein said.

“Cerro Coso's other
challenge is that we serve
so many remote areas and
we are in three counties,

who also have variations
on directives… We will
be evaluating the health
environment of our com-
munities around July 15
and will be making ad-
justments to our modali-
ty of offerings at that
time.”

Cerro Coso’s main lo-
cation, the Indian Wells
Valley campus, is in
Ridgecrest. The college
has three other locations
-- East Kern Center, the
Eastern Sierra College
Center and the Kern Riv-
er Valley Campus.

www.VinceFong.com

California’s recovery must focus on its
“essential” Central Valley

Crises have a way of revealing what’s important. And Californians adjusting to
life in the age of COVID-19 are learning the importance of the Central Valley.

The Central Valley is home to many parts of the economy that continue to
operate during the crisis producing products and providing services that we
all rely on. It’s a place where food is grown, where warehouses and fleets
of trucks distribute essential goods, and where the energy to power our
state is made. Without these things, Californians would not be able to per-
severe through this pandemic.

The question Governor Newsom and the rest of the state’s leaders must ask
themselves, does California have a future without essential places like the
Central Valley? This crisis is proving once and for all that our state’s recov-
ery can’t fully take hold unless we support essential regions.

Right now, we recognize the everyday heroes of this crisis in the Central
Valley and throughout California. However, over the years, the State of Cal-
ifornia has imposed challenges on these same professions from expensive
mandates and complex rules that hinder the growing of our food and deliv-
ery of products. That can’t continue. Post-COVID-19, our laws must change
to reflect our new reality.

Governor Newsom convened a task force charged with developing strate-
gies for economic recovery, both short-term and long-term. It’s vitally impor-
tant that this task force, which is dominated by individuals who represent
large urban areas, provide adequate attention to the importance and
needs of essential Central Valley industries. In a head-scratching decision,
the co-chair is former Democratic presidential candidate, Tom Steyer, who
wants to eliminate entire industries like oil and gas.

My hope is the task force can aside old political agendas, and find a new
way forward.

Like the rest of California, the Central Valley is hurting from unprecedented
job losses. Many workers in the energy industry are out of jobs due to the
downturn in oil prices, farms are hurting from lost demand from restaurants,
and countless entrepreneurs are unsure if they will ever open their doors
again. Short-term, the top priority must be supporting businesses, especially
small ones, because people need to get back to work first. The best place
to start is a moratorium on new state regulations, taxes or fees on busi-
nesses unless they are a COVID-19-related. Hitting the pause button will
benefit the job recovery in the entire state, not just the Central Valley. If we
want jobs to bounce back, the state needs to do everything in its power to
reduce burdens so local businesses can rehire and expand.

Long-term, California is fortunate to be home to the Central Valley that feeds
not only our state but the world. The state can’t continue to ignore the needs
of agriculture and the importance of having a local, reliable food supply is.
Sacramento needs to deliver on overdue water solutions for Central Valley
farmers and create more sensible regulations that preserve the environment
while keeping us competitive with other countries. This is also an opportu-
nity to bolster domestic manufacturing in the Central Valley and other in-
land areas, so we are never dependent on foreign suppliers for crucial
things like medical equipment. Those priorities will both create jobs and
make our state more resilient to future disasters.

The COVID-19 crisis is a reminder of how reliant other parts of the state are
on their inland neighbors for food and other essential goods. The resilience
of our food supply and proximity to California-grown food has allowed gro-
cery store shelves to stay stocked, but what if those shelves went empty?
Other parts of the US are preparing for food shortages, but local supply
chains have spared us similar shortages. That may not always be the case
in the future if inland areas remain neglected by Sacramento.

There are a lot of lessons to learn from the COVID-19 crisis, and none more
important than realizing what’s essential. What’s clear is that the Central
Valley’s success also is essential for California’s future and recovery.

Assemblyman Vince Fong represents the 34th California Assembly District
which includes portions of Kern County.

Report to our Community
Like our community as a whole, your local Realtors and the Ridgecrest Area
Association of Realtors (RAAR) are working through and have made some
changes in how we conduct business in this current “new normal”.  Before we
highlight what is currently happening in our local real estate environment, we
want to thank our First Responders, Ridgecrest Regional Hospital, and other
medical professional.  We also want to thank our grocery store employees,
restaurateurs, houses of worships and all essential workers in our community.  

Safety

Your local Realtors first priority is the safety of our clients and our community
as a whole.  RAAR members have been directed to follow Best Practices
guidelines which are based on Federal, State and CDC guidelines to ensure
safety.  Our Best Practices include, social distancing, limiting people to view
properties, virtual showings, and disinfecting before and after each showing
just to name a few.  With the safety of our community as the number one pri-
ority we are continuing to list and sell properties.

Market Conditions

Although the COVID-19 environment has slowed many parts of business
community, this is not necessary the case when it comes to your real estate
market.  Totaled sold homes last year (2019) to this point in time was 177
homes, this year (2020) total homes sold is 186 homes.  Currently we have
1.3 months of inventory and the current supply of active site-built homes is 59
and the number of homes pending (in escrow) is 103.  Our real estate market
is strong and continues to be very active in spite of this current “new normal”.  

There are several factors are influencing our strong market: (1) Low Interest
rates  (please contact our local lenders for quotes). (2) Earthquake recovery
housing requirements.  We have already have had management and con-
struction professional starting to move to Ridgecrest.  Some are buying
homes and some are renting.  We are anticipating over 150 professional
management professional positions to be filled before the end of August.
This doesn’t include construction workers or the normal engineers that are
hired by the base each summer.

RAAR continues to work closely with the City, the Navy, and Contractors to
meet their housing requirements.

Advocacy (Protecting Private Property Rights in our Community

Real Estate is one of our economic drivers and leads to the health and
strength of communities.  As we all try to stay safe and strong during this
pandemic we want to try our very best to keep our local economy moving in
a good direction.

We are continuing our advocacy efforts with our Federal, State and local leg-
islators on many issues facing our community.  We attend many virtual meet-
ings each week, keeping our legislators updated on our progress in
Ridgecrest.  We are also working closely with the California Association of
Realtors (C.A.R.) and the National Association of Realtors( N.A.R.) to ad-
dress COVID-19 issues and continued private property right issues.

Finally, we would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations to the graduating
class of 2020.  Whether a college graduate, high school graduate or promot-
ing to the next grade.  We recognize your strength and courage during this
difficult situation.  Rest assured your future is bright and full of opportunity.
Congratulations!!! 

The Ridgecrest Area Association of Realtors and its leadership are here for
any questions or concerns.  We are optimistic about our future.  Stay safe
Ridgecrest and we will get through this together and we will be stronger.

Contact Information
Ridgecrest Area Association of Realtors
Phone – (760) 499-1098
Email – donnah@ridgecrestaor.com
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SCHOOLS

What will schools in Ridgecrest look like come August?
By Lauren Jennings
Daily Independent

A glimpse of what distance learning looks like in the classroom:
“The school week looks vastly different, with most students at-
tending school two or three days a week and doing the rest of
their learning at home. At school, desks are spaced apart to dis-
courage touching. Some classrooms extend into unused gymna-
siums, libraries or art rooms – left vacant while schools put on
hold activities that cram lots of children together.
“Arrival, dismissal and recess happen on staggered schedules
and through specific doors to promote physical distancing. Stu-
dents eat lunch at their desks. Those old enough to switch
classes move with the same cohort every day – or teachers
move around while students stay put – to discourage mingling
with new groups.
“Teachers and other education staff at higher risk of contract-
ing the virus continue to teach from home, while younger or
healthier educators teach in-person.
“Everyone washes their hands. A lot.
“Frequently touched school surfaces get wiped down. A lot.”

LAUREN JENNINGS/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Gateway Elementary School is closed until August along
with the rest of the local schools.



Report To The Community
The Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce has been serving the Ridge-
crest business community since 1946 and is dedicated to Building
Community and Strengthening the Economy. We believe Ridgecrest
is a great community and that our businesses and economy are bet-
ter when we work together.

A nonprofit organization, the Ridgecrest Chamber is comprised of
business leaders, which are the voice of advocacy, providing benefits
and services to its members, while creating a strong local economy
and promoting the community. Together we support the general wel-
fare and prosperity of the area and our business community. The
Chamber works to educate and inform the business community on
legislative and political issues as well as acts as a liaison with our
elected representatives; and educates both our local businesses and
our elected representatives on the importance of a healthy and pro-
ductive business community here in Ridgecrest.  

As a mutual benefit organization, we are dependent upon one an-
other. The Chamber exists and is sustained solely based upon the
participation of its members. 

Over the past year, the Ridgecrest Chamber has supported its mem-
bers and community in a variety of ways following the July earth-
quakes and now the COVID-19 pandemic. During the recovery from
the earthquakes, the Chamber office was a first point of contact for
many of the emergency services who came to town. After hearing
the needs of the responders, the Chamber staff was able to point
them towards different agencies and organizations to help meet their
needs. Following the earthquakes, the Chamber also collaborated
with an organization who facilitated earthquake recovery trainings
with over 50 of our local Indian Wells Valley businesses. The Gover-
nor’s office of Cal OES reached out and used Ridgecrest as a pilot
point for some of their work regarding emergency services following
these trainings.

Since the stay-at-home orders, your Chamber has sought to stay up
to date regarding all the information coming down from national,
state, and local government in an effort to be a valuable resource for
our small businesses as they navigate this new terrain. From collabo-
rating on what restaurants are staying open for the guests at Ridge-
crest hotels to communicating resources and loan opportunities, your
Chamber has worked tirelessly to ensure Ridgecrest is supported
and it’s businesses are able to not only survive, but thrive. During this
time it has been an honor for the Chamber to partner with Ridgecrest
Regional Hospital to become the official drop off location for gift
cards and homemade masks that were distributed to the hospital,
their staff, clinics, and guests. 

While we are unable to create space for in person networking, we have
been diligent in supporting our members and all of Ridgecrest during
these unprecedented times. Now more than ever, it is clear just how
much not only our local community, but our entire nation relies on small
businesses. And as a vehicle of connecting and supporting one another
– the Chamber is grateful to be able to stand with ALL our Ridgecrest
businesses to Build Community and Strengthen the Economy.

Your Indian Wells Valley Economic Development
Corporation has been busy!

Following the major earthquakes that hit Ridgecrest/China Lake last
July, the IWVEDC has been busy supporting the planning for the re
construction of the Base.  Our first action, and largest, was hiring a
reputable consultant in Washington DC, K&L Gates, to ensure con
gressmen and women on both side of the aisle were not only aware
of the need to rebuild China Lake but also of its ongoing critical con
tributions to our national security.  The $4B that Congress appropri
ated for this effort is unprecedented.  Since then the IWVEDC is
engaged with the planning activities to ensure our community is
ready to support the reconstruction
.  
The IWVEDC continues to push and advocate for the integration of
the County economically.  A majority of the future revenue streams
to the County stem from the eastern region.  The hightech activities
in Tehachapi, Mojave, Edwards, and China Lake are the County’s new
growth engine.  The future is in aerospace, renewable energy, space
access and defense.  We are actively working to start and attract new
businesses to the Valley in these areas.  

The IWVEDC is not only concerned about building our economic
base but we are also working to help improve our quality of life.  We
have partnered with the City to do more rigorous analysis of the re
tail and restaurant franchises that can be brought to the Valley.  Dur
ing the Corona shutdown, we monitored the local food banks and
were ready to mobilize to help secure support if needed.  All of them
held up well with the increased usage.  They provide a very valuable
service to our community!  

The EDC has partnered with the Burroughs High School in their initia
tive to help graduating seniors enter the workplace. The program is
to help all graduating seniors (not just BHS) understand what em
ployers expect of prospective employees, find a career, and to per
sonally coach them through the application, hiring, and job
transition processes. The Base reconstruction present huge opportu
nities for the seniors and we want to help prepare them to take ad
vantage of these opportunities.  So far, we have had two
streamedvideo sessions with them and these will continue into the
summer months.  

In support of the Chamber of Commerce 2020 Economic Outlook
Conference, the IWVEDC contributed to an Economic Summary Re
port for the Ridgecrest/East Kern region.  The document is available
for download at https://www.ridgecrestchamber.com/eoc

Checkout our website at iwvedc.com and join the us in
building our future!

825 N. Downs St. Ste B • Ridgecrest, CA 93555 • (760)3711338
iwvedc@gmail.com
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HEALTH CARE

For medicine, challenges to adapt ahead
The health care landscape has drasti-

cally changed since the coronavirus
pandemic arrived in the United States. 

Doctors restructured office waiting
rooms and now greet patients daring
enough to keep regular visits wearing
masks. Hospitals cut elective surgeries,
limited visitors and scrambled to provide
protection for workers. Tests and annu-
al checkups have been postponed. 

Dr. George Sledge, professor and chief
of the Division of Oncology at Stanford
University Medical Center, said criteria
to monitor patients have had to adapt.
“Many of our protocols got way too
specific and way too impractical and (the
pandemic) has allowed us to reset a lot
of those,” he said. 

Precautions impacting the way most
Americans access basic health care are
expected to last. Without a vaccine – not
expected even optimistically until some-
time next year – the risk of transmitting
the virus that causes COVID-19 re-
mains high. So what will the future of
medicine look like as the U.S. adapts to
the new pandemic landscape? 

Telehealth and telemedicine 
While telemedicine is technically

nothing new to health care providers,
experts say it has exploded since the
pandemic began. 

“For years, we’ve talked about the
promise of telemedicine and its oppor-
tunities,” said Mark Holmes, professor
at University of North Carolina Gillings
School of Global Public Health. “But
what the last two months has shown us
is that it could really be a game chang-
er.” 

Dr. Lisa Yerian, chief improvement of-
ficer at the Cleveland Clinic, has seen the
growth firsthand. Prior to COVID-19,
the clinic had an average of 3,400 virtu-

al visits per month. That number shot up
to about 200,000 visits in April. 

The coronavirus pandemic has forced
health care providers to iron out kinks in
telemedicine, Holmes said. The Trump
administration has broadened Medicare
coverage and payment of virtual servic-
es as hospitals educate their patients and
health care workers on how to use it. 

“There was a time when many people
were very reluctant to use virtual tech-
nologies,” Yerian said. “But more and
more people are becoming more com-
fortable.” 

Not everyone, however, can enjoy
the convenience of virtual visits, Holmes
said. Broadband in rural communities
continues to be an obstacle. 

Rural hospitals closing 
Rural hospitals have been teetering on

the tight-wire of financial fragility for
about a decade, said Michael Topchik,
director of the Chartis Center for Rural
Health. The pandemic could be what
sends them over. A study conducted

by the health care consulting firm re-
vealed 453 rural hospitals – nearly 25%
in the country – are vulnerable to clo-
sure. 

“Things were bad and they’ve gotten
way worse,” Topchik said. “One in three
hospitals were operating in red. Now it’s
almost one in two.” 

Elective procedures largely put on
hold since the pandemic make up the
majority of business for rural hospi-
tals. According to Topchik, 79% of ru-
ral hospital volume and revenue come
from these procedures. 

“That’s a crushing blow,” he said. 
Emergency room volume, another

source of revenue for rural hospitals, has
plunged. While Topchik said rural hos-
pitals are seeing COVID-19 patients,
those patients not staying for long. Most
of them are stabilized at these smaller
hospitals and then transported to bigger
ones with more resources. It’s always
been that way, he said. 

Due to the loss of income, the Char-
tis study found, rural hospitals are op-

erating at a median of 33 days cash on
hand. Hospitals in 14 states are operat-
ing at zero to 19 days. 

Rural hospitals have long relied on
bipartisan support. The Rural Emer-
gency Acute Care Hospital (REACH)
Act and, more recently, the CARES Act,
provided some relief to small health
care providers. Additionally, the feder-
al government decided this month to
send $22 billion to rural hospitals and
those hardest hit by COVID-19. 

“Every available dollar possible should
go to rural hospitals as it will be a much
larger dollar in three to six months,” said
Jimmy Lewis, CEO of HomeTown
Health, which represents rural hospitals
in Georgia. 

Topchik says more can be done. Re-
versing cuts made to federal spending
and bad debt reimbursements, and cre-
ating incentives could help. 

Hospital preparedness 
Holmes said providers were not sur-

prised by the coronavirus pandemic but
were unprepared. “The issue is that it
costs money to prepare,” he said. 

Holmes hopes the pandemic has
taught society the value of preparedness
and stockpiling personal protective
equipment in case of any emergency,
whether it’s a pandemic or a hurricane.
He also underscored the need for a na-
tional data system. 

Dr. Lisa Carey, oncologist at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center, high-
lighted the importance of testing in fu-
ture pandemics. 

“We’ve had four pandemics in the
last 20 years and three of them (came
from a) coronavirus,” Carey said. “These
are lessons learned for not just this but
future infections. 

“And there will be others.” 
Contributing: Jayne O’Donnell, USA

TODAY; Associated Press. 

By Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY

GETTY IMAGES
Virtual health services are possible in many American communities.



As our communities strive to reopen, rebuild, and identify inno-
vative solutions to get back to business, Congress is working to
ensure the safety and prosperity of Americans across the country. 

This year, Congress has passed an unprecedented nearly $3 tril-
lion in legislation, the largest relief package in history called the
CARES Act. This bill includes funding for our small businesses,
additional assistance for the health care system, and provides
health care and some financial relief to families and workers
hurt by coronavirus. 

While legislators explore best options to continue serving our
constituents, it is the way our communities have banded to-
gether that has truly been the most impressive. In moments like
this, I am reminded of what Fred Rogers famously said: “Look
for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.” 

These helpers are heroes, and can be seen throughout our own
neighborhoods here in Ridgecrest. Take for instance the drive-
by parade held for a young boy who spent his 9th birthday in
quarantine. Or the message of hope posted proudly on the mar-
quee of the Ridgecrest Cinemas offering the daily reminder,
“Stay Strong Ridgecrest.” Or the Chalk Your Walk campaign that
made its way to Ridgecrest reminding folks that there is a light
at the end of the tunnel. 

I know that times have been difficult, but we are seeing progress.
And though recovery will not be immediate, I want to assure you
that I will continue to fight in Congress to help treat those af-
flicted by coronavirus, prioritize research for treatments and an
eventual vaccine, and support the safe reopening of our country.
Though the coronavirus pandemic has tested us, our American
spirit has remained strong, our community is resilient, and our
country will overcome anything.

www.McCarthyforCongress.com

Appointments Available. Call Or Text Us At 760-371-1308

Choose One Free Service*

Battery
Replacement

Ring Resizing
(Restrictions Apply)

Engraving Chain
Soldering

115 E California Ave, Ridgecrest
Call or Text 760-371-1308

Fax 760-371-1329 
jewelrytogo@mediacombb.net

*To First Responders, Medical Staff and their Families. Offer good through June 30, 2020.

• Wood
• Glass
• Jewelry

• Guns -  
ATF
Approved

Custom Laser Engraving

Any questions, bring it in!

Come in We
’re

OPEN
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What the future may
hold for theme parks

REBUILDING AMERICA
TRAVEL & TOURISM

GETTY IMAGES
Orlando’s Disney World, Disneyland Paris, Disney Cruise lines and Universal Studios are
shut down temporarily due to the coronavirus pandemic.

The Universal Orlando
and Legoland resorts are
preparing to reopen in
Florida after closing for
more than two months in
the wake of the global
coronavirus pandemic. 

But the question re-
mains: When will Disney
and other major theme
parks follow suit? 

Universal and Legoland
have asked state and local
officials in Florida to re-
open June 1. 

That leaves a number
of other theme parks in
Florida and across the
country that will need to
prepare – and potentially
follow their lead on re-
opening plans full of re-
strictions and safety pre-
cautions. 

Disney World and Sea-
World, both also closed
since mid-March, have
not set target reopening
dates or unveiled their
plans. 

Smaller theme parks
elsewhere in the country
could open sooner. And
California theme parks,
including Disneyland, may
be among the last to come
back, with that state’s
stricter criteria for mass
gatherings. 

Last month, California
Gov. Gavin Newsom out-
lined a phased reopening
plan that appears to put
theme parks in a higher-
risk category of business
that would open later. 

Though Disney has of-
fered no specifics about
its reopening plans, its
chief medical officer,
Pamela Hymel, said this
month that the company
is looking at reopening in
phases. 

Hymel said physical
distancing and capacity
limits will be considered,
in addition to cleanliness
and sanitation, screening
and prevention, and em-
ployee training. 

Just about any theme
park visit will prove to be

a different experience for
those who visit. 

They’ll probably get a
temperature check. 

They’ll be encouraged,
if not required, to wear a
face mask. 

They’ll see fewer people
in the park and have to
social distance from them.
Some attractions may re-
main closed, and parking,
dining, hotels and retail
will all change in some
way. 

The reopening of at-
tractions such as theme
parks will prompt the re-
sumption of nonessential
travel, which has plum-
meted since much of the
U.S. economy went into
sleep mode in March. 

Southwest Airlines CEO
Gary Kelly told CNBC last
month that theme parks
would play a role in getting
travelers back on com-
mercial flights. 

Travelers “need to have
something to be able to

By Curtis Tate
USA TODAY

See TOURISM, B9



best practice ratio rec-
ommended by the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers
Association.

If not for the COVID-19
pandemic the city would
likely remain in good
shape financially, accord-
ing to Pun.

More broadly, Ridge-
crest’s economy has some
advantages in weather-
ing the economic storm.
The top four employers in
the area continued to pay
their workers during the
stay-at-home order, so
many in the community

were not hit hard finan-
cially.

Small businesses, how-
ever, had a harder time
of it.

The city's economic re-
covery hinges on a few
things. One is the reopen-
ing of small businesses,
which was beginning to
get underway in May as
Kern County moved
through Gov. Gavin New-
som's Stage 2 of econom-
ic recovery.

This is far from a cer-
tain remedy, however.

Small businesses were
disproportionately hit by
the shutdown and sever-
al have announced they
have no plans to reopen.

Another factor in play is
the possibility of further

CARES Act legislation
which could potentially
benefit the city economy.

The resumption of
travel to NAWS China
Lake will also impact the
local economy. The DOD
extended its stop move
order through June 30,
with procedures in place
for additional waivers and
resumption of travel for
several categories of trav-
elers that were previous-
ly suspended.

Economic recovery also
hinges on the area contin-
uing to avoid a surge of
COVID-19 cases.

The city will have a bet-
ter look at the impact of
the pandemic when it
rolls out its new budget
toward the end of May.

Now
Registering

for Fall Classes

Helping to
Rebuild America!
Career Technical Education

• Associate Degrees • Associate Degrees for Transfer
• Career Technical Education • Community Education

Offering Career Programs of Study in:
Administration of Justice

Allied Health

Business

Business Administration

Business Management

Business Office Technology

Child Development

Cyber Security

Information Technology

Management

Paralegal Studies

Private and Proprietary Security

Web Professional

Welding

Endless possibilities
await you!

www.cerrocoso.edu
760-384-6123

This was produced pursuant to grant agreement number 02-C01-023. It is suppo�ed by Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Act of 1993 (VTEA), Title 1, Pa� C funds awarded to Kern 

Community College District grants by the California Community College Chancellor’s Office.

Heating & Air Conditioning
760-446-5577

821 W Inyokern Rd
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

State Lic.No 672679

FOR ALL OF YOUR
HEATING AND

COOLING NEEDS

• Installations
• Parts
• Ducting
• Service
• Thermostats
• Much More

We are LOCALiQ. The power of a national expert 
marketing team, combined with deep roots in 260 
communities, makes us the partner you need now 
to jump start your journey to full recovery.

Results matter, now more than ever. We deliver:
• Uniquely engaged local audiences
• Industry-leading technology
• Intelligent creative design
• Deep digital marketing expertise
• Insights from partnering with 100’s of thousands  

of businesses nationwide

ASK US ABOUT SPECIAL RE-OPENING PACKAGES.
Speak with your LOCALiQ marketing expert today.

New to LOCALiQ?
Call: 844 588 9773 or Visit localiq.com/backtobusiness
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do when they get there,”
Kelly said. 

“So Disney World
needs to open back up.
Restaurants need to open
back up.” 

A reopened Universal
will look very different
for visitors and employ-
ees, according to a pres-
entation made to the local
economic recovery task
force by company offi-
cials. 

Upon arrival, valet
parking will not be avail-
able, and cars will park
one or two spaces apart. 

Visitors will receive a
temperature check, and
no one with a temperature
above 100.4 degrees will
be allowed to enter. 

Employees will also re-
ceive temperature checks. 

Visitors and employees
will be required to wear
face coverings. Univer-
sal will provide dispos-
able face masks for visi-
tors who don’t bring their
own. 

The park’s capacity will
be limited, said John
Sprouls, chief adminis-

trative officer for Univer-
sal Studios, though he did
not specify by how much. 

“We’re going to ramp
up very slowly,” he told
the economic recovery
task force. 

Sprouls said the inter-
active play areas at the
park would remain closed,
and the park would elim-
inate water and mist ele-
ments. 

On rides, parties will be
kept together, with no
commingling, and attrac-
tion queues will be spaced
out for social distancing. 

Single-use paper
menus will replace
reusable ones in the park’s
restaurants. Mobile food
ordering will be set up for
all venues, Sprouls said. 

The park will offer con-
tactless payment options,
including Google Pay and
Apple Pay, but will also
accept cash. 

Employees will be re-
quired to take regular
handwashing breaks,
wear face masks and
space themselves at least
6 feet apart. 

They will also be asked
to monitor their temper-
atures at home. 

Universal has installed
signage at the entrances
and throughout the park

to let visitors know what’s
expected of them. Visitors
will also receive a hand-
out, which will be avail-
able in English and other
languages. 

Universal’s plan could
be a model for other
theme parks. 

Neither Disney World
nor SeaWorld have said
when they will present
their reopening plans to
state and local officials. 

The Disney Springs re-
tail and dining complex
in central Florida partial-
ly reopened with many of
the elements of the Uni-
versal plan. 

Visitors to Walt Disney
World could see similar
changes when the park
reopens: 

• Limited parking and
reduced entrances 

• Temperature screen-
ings before entry, with a
threshold of 100.4 de-
grees 

• Face coverings re-
quired, except for chil-
dren 3 and younger 

• Physical distancing
markers in queues and
physical barriers 

• Reduced hours and no
scheduled entertainment 

• Handwashing stations
and hand sanitizer dis-
pensers.

TOURISM
Continued from B8
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rapidly received the re-
quired approvals.

That meant restaurants
were allowed to reopen
immediately provided
they followed new health
and safety guidelines.

A drive around Ridge-
crest on May 21 showed
the change had happened
so quickly many restau-
rants had no time to pre-
pare. A local steakhouse
was open, but empty by
mid-afternoon. Servers
wearing masks said a few
people had turned out for
lunch.

A new notice on the
steakhouse front door
welcomed people but
asked that diners wear
face masks, practice so-
cial distancing and not
wait in the lobby or dining
room for a table. The sign
also notes that the estab-
lishment has the right to
refuse service to anyone
they feel is putting other
patrons or employees in
danger.

A local pizza restau-
rant’s door was open, but
no patrons were inside. A
woman wearing a mask
in front of a cash register

said the restaurant need-
ed a little time to prepare
before again allowing din-
ers in. A local Chinese
buffet offered takeout
only and Denny's prom-
ised to be open by 7 a.m.
the following day.

Other businesses
cleared for opening in
Stage 2 have begun open-
ing their doors, although
many still offer curbside
services only.

A local bookstore, Red
Rock Books, had a big sign
in front and an unlocked
door. Owner Ann Rizzar-
dini said the store had
been open for a few days.
On the same block, Ash-
ley Furniture had an open
sign prominently dis-
played. My Enchanted
Cottage also had an open
sign, although the popu-
lar local tea spot has also
been offering curbside
delivery of teas and treats
throughout the shut-
down.

This latest develop-
ment is part of a long, un-
precedented chain of his-
toric events in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Newsom on March 19 is-
sued a stay-at-home di-
rective for the entire
state, making California
one of the first states to do
so. Newsom also intro-
duced a four-stage

process that would allow
the state to slowly return
to normal economic op-
erations based on fulfill-
ing certain metrics.

Hair salons and
churches were given the
OK to reopen in May with
social distancing. Matt
Pope, Pastor at the First
Baptist Church of Ridge-
crest, said that they
would be reopening this
weekend while imple-
menting social distanc-
ing policies.

“I will be blocking off
some rows and chairs to
create space between
families, and I will be
strongly encouraging
masks and keeping doors
open during the flow of
traffic,” he said.

Stage 4 will include re-
opening "highest risk
workplaces" including
concerts, convention
centers and live audience
sports.

Of course, this could all
change if there is a signif-
icant uptick in COVID-19
positive tests. Newsom
has said that his four
stages are not fixed or
permanent and he re-
serves the right to move
the state into and out of
more restrictive regula-
tions as needed, compar-
ing the process to a toggle
switch.

We Are Proud To Be
A Veteran Owned Business

1105 W Columbia Way Unit B
Lancaster, CA 93534

(833) 545-5050
vibesolar.com

Free Quotes To See How Much You
Can Reduce Your Electric Bill By

6 Months Are On Us - We Will Pay Your
1st 6 Months Bills No Matter What It Is

The Indian Wells Valley Water District Would Like to Offer a Huge Thanks to
First Responders, Medical Professionals, and Utility Workers, Especially
District Staff for Their Dedication and Continued Hard Work Day After Day
and Throughout This Difficult Time. 

Our Office Remains Closed to Walk-In Traffic Until Further Notice to Minimize
Exposure and Spread of COVID-19 Among Our Staff.  Updates Are Provided on
Our Facebook Page and Website: www.iwvwd.com

The Below Options Are Available to Pay Your Bill:
• Online at: iwvwd.merchanttransact.com
• By Phone: (760) 375-5086
• Via Dropbox Located in Our Parking Lot at 500 West Ridgecrest Blvd.
• Mail to P.O. Box 1329, Ridgecrest CA 93556

To Start/Stop Service or Setup A Payment Plan Please Call (760) 375-5086.
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JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT
Galilee Home Decors displays an open sign on the sidewalk on a recent day after being
allowed to reopen.
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50% OFF
Installation

Labor

Summer plans on hold?
Create a paradise in yourown backyard

Exp. 1/1/21LAPHAM
CONSTRUCTION
Locally Owned & Operated

For Over 20 Years 
(760) 812-0021

Patio Covers

Sunrooms

Custom
Concrete Work

Lic# 885719
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