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By Kirk House, Director,
Steuben County Historical Society

• James Monroe had just been elect-
ed President, succeeding James Madi-
son.  Monroe had crossed the Delaware 
with Washington, and been wounded 
at the Battle of Trenton.  Since then 
he’d been a governor, a senator, a diplo-
mat (he and Robert Livingston worked 
together negotiating the Louisiana 
Purchase), and Secretary of State.  The 
Louisiana Purchase, and America, 
stopped at the Rocky Mountains, and 
Florida was still Spanish.

• Charles Darwin and Abraham Lin-
coln were seven years old.  Queen Vic-
toria was not yet born.  Monroe would 
be our sixth president since the Revo-
lution, but George III was still King of 
England. Napoleon had just finished 
his first year of exile on St. Helena.

• Bath became a legally incorpo-
rated village in 1816. Elisha Hanks 
was Bath Town Supervisor.  John Tay-
lor was governor. Pioneer prophetess 
Jemima Wilkinson still ruled her flock 
near Penn Yan. The courthouse was a 
frame structure on the same location 
as today’s.  

• Indiana became the 19th state in 
the same month that the Patriot began 
publication.

• Mary Shelly created the story of 
Frankenstein in 1816, but only pub-
lished it three years later.  Lord Byron 
and Dr. Polidori created the first vam-
pire novel at the same storytelling ses-
sion, and also published in 1819.

• Schuyler, Chemung, Yates, and 
Tompkins Counties did not exist.  Steu-

ben County went all the way to Seneca 
Lake, and stretched well up the East 
Branch of Keuka Lake.

• There were no railroads in Ameri-
ca, and no steamboats on Keuka Lake.  
The Erie Canal had not yet been ap-
proved, let alone begun.

• Within the county’s current bor-

ders there were 11 towns; we now have 
32 towns and two cities.

• Steuben County’s population was 
growing fast, from 7,246 in 1810 to 
21,989 in 1820. The county’s slave 
population peaked at 87 in 1810, and 
was down to 46 a decade later. (Slavery 
ended in 1827.)

• Despite this growth, a week of 
court sessions would strip Bath bare 
of provisions. Riders would scour the 
countryside, buying whatever the 
farmers would spare at whatever pric-
es they asked!

COURTESY  KIRK HOUSE/Steuben County Historical Society  

Bath in 1804.

A glance at the past

The  life of the Courier goes back to a paper called The Steuben and Allegany Patriot, which 
began publishing in Bath in December of 1816.  What was the world like back then?
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By Kirk House, Director,
Steuben County Historical Society

• John Tyler was president – the first “accidental 
president” who succeeded to office on the death of his 
predecessor.  Queen Victoria was ruling in Great Brit-
ain.  (Believe it or not, Tyler still had two living grand-
children at the end of 2015.)

• There were 26 states. William C. Bouck was gov-
ernor of New York. Robert Campbell, Jr. was Town 
Supervisor, and Benjamin Smead was Mayor of Bath.  
Town population was probably a little under 6,000.  

• Steuben County had 46,138 people in the 1840 
census.  288 of them were non-white.

• Edgar Allen Poe published “The Gold-Bug” and 
“The Tell-Tale Heart” in 1843. Charles Dickens pub-
lished A Christmas Carol, and Londoners sent the first 
Christmas cards.  

• Ulysses S. Grant graduated from West Point.  Fu-
ture President McKinley was born, and Francis Scott 
Key died.  So did Sequoyah, and so did Noah Webster.

• The Town of Avoca was formed on April 12, taking 
land from Bath, Cohocton, Howard, and Wheeler.  

• Keuka, a crude double-hulled vessel with a central 
paddlewheel, was operating on Keuka Lake.  It was the 
first steamboat in Steuben County. The Corning-Bloss-
burg short-line railroad ran through the southeastern 
part of the county.  The Erie Canal, Crooked Lake Ca-
nal, Chemung Canal, and Chemung Feeder Canal were 
all busy.

• There was no Catholic church in Bath, but the Epis-
copal, Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian churches 
were already here.

• Schuyler County did not yet exist.
• The map was peppered with names that would have 

been familiar to 1843 readers, but not to us: Crooked 
Lake (Keuka Lake); Little Lake (Waneta Lake); Mud 
Lake (Lamoka Lake); Poor Lake (Loon Lake); Liberty 
(Cohocton); Bloods Corners (North Cohocton); Bart-
lets Mills (Bradford); Kennedyville (Kanona).

• Washington Street was still called St. Patrick’s 
Street, but the name would change by 1850.

COURTESY  KIRK HOUSE/Steuben County Historical Society  

Bath in 1842.

A glance at the past

Because of mergers the Courier story goes back to 1816, but the name itself dates to 1843.  
What was the world like back in 1843, when The Steuben Courier began publishing?
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Oh, what a view!

ARCHIVE

This photo, taken at the top of Mossy Bank, appeared in the July 16, 1943 
edition of The Steuben Courier.
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Arbor Housing and 
Development
Founded: Jan. 6, 1970
Founder’s name:  
Steuben County Church-
men Against Poverty, Inc.
Original business name: 
Steuben Churchpeople 
Against Poverty, Inc.
Original address of  
business: 16 West  
William Street, Bath
Current address: 26 
Bridge Street, Corning

Arbor Housing and 
Development is a not-
for-profit, 501(c)3 cor-
poration, providing hous- 
ing and assistance to 
under-served popula-
tions in several coun-
ties in the Southern 
Tier Region of New York 
State. Created 45 years 
ago during the “war on 
poverty” (as Steuben 
Churchpeople Against 
Poverty, Inc.), the agency 
has grown from 8 part-
time volunteers to over 
100 full-time employees. 
We serve clients and ten-
ants in seven counties in 
New York State and now 
provide services in North-
ern Pennsylvania. We are 
a certified Community 
Housing Development Or-
ganization (CHDO) in Alle-
gany, Steuben, Chemung 
and Schuyler Counties 
and a NYS-certified Rural 
Preservation Corpora-
tion. We are also a Char-
tered member of Neigh-
borWorks America and a 
HUD approved Housing 
Counseling Agency. 
• Submitted

Dr. Konstantin 
Frank Winery

Founded: 1962
Founder’s name:  
Dr. Konstantin Frank
Original address of  
business: 9749 Middle 
Rd. Hammondsport

Dr. Konstantin Frank 
pioneered the introduc-
tion of vinifera to the Fin-
ger Lakes, starting a wine 
making renaissance in 
the region.  Over the past 
fifty years, the winery 
has earned a reputation 
for spectacular Rieslings 
and its original planting 
of vines has formed the 
backbone of New York’s 
world-class wines and 
sparkling wines. Now in 
it’s fourth generation, 
the winery continues as 
one of the  most presti-
gious in the Finger Lakes  
region.
• Submitted

CHRONOLOGY

townofbathny.org

The Town of Bath is located 
in  Steuben County, the seventh 
largest county in the State of New 
York. The town covers approxi-
mately 96 square miles and is 
geographically positioned in the 
center of Steuben County. Bath is 
by far the largest town in Steuben 
County followed by the Town of 
Troupsburg at 61.2 square miles. 
The Villages of Bath and Savona 
lie within the town, as does the 
hamlet of Kanona. The Village of 
Bath is the county seat. The Town 
of Bath lies in the southern part of 
“Finger Lakes Wine Country,” an 
area noted for its beautiful lakes, 
scenery and ability to produce 
quality wines and grapes.

History
Charles Williamson purchased 

1,200,000 acres of land on April 
11, 1792 from Robert Morris who 
had purchased the tract of land 
commonly known as the Pulteney 
Estate in western New York, from 
Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gor-
ham in 1790.  Mr. Williamson re-

nounced his British citizenship in 
1792 and became a United States 
citizen, thus able to own prop-
erty in America. Mr. Williamson 
built a mansion called Spring-
field Farm near Lake Salubria in 

Bath.    Charles Williamson died 
in 1808 and the farm “passed into 
other hands.”

see BATH | 9

BATH

ARCHIVE

This photo of the Bath Centennial celebration appeared in the 
July 16, 1943 edition of The Steuben Courier.



607-583-2010
7320 Myers Road 

Savona, NY (off Rt. 226)

Olde Country
Road Shoppe

Founded in 2012

Founded and owned by
mother-daughter team Donna
Mathews & Gillian Campbell

Business Hours:
M-F 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sat 8:00am -12:00am

Sun: Closed

Unique gifts
Tanning • Nails
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CHRONOLOGY

Reprinted from “Steuben County: 
The First 200 Years, A Pictorial History”

Campbell is located in the south-
eastern portion of Steuben County, 
New York. The declivities of the hills 
are generally steep, and their summits 
are from three to five hundred feet 
above the valley. The Conhocton River 
runs through the western part of the 
town in a southeasterly direction. The 
tributaries of the Conhocton are Wolf 
Run, McNutt’s Run, Dry Run, and the 
Michigan and Stevens Creeks.

Another part of the town, East 
Campbell, lies in the northeast of the 
main township.

Among the early and prominent set-
tlers of the town were the Campbell 
family, from which the town’s name is 
derived. However, before the Camp-
bell’s a few others settled on the banks 
of the rivers and creeks, Joseph Wol-
cott, Elias Williams, Samuel Calkins 
and David McNutt.

Number Three in the second range 
of the survey grid was made by Oliver 
Phelps to Prince Bryant, of Pennsylva-
nia, in a deed dated September 5, 1789. 
This deed, conveying the whole town-
ship, was bought for $1,000, New York 
currency, and was conditional on the 

terms of Nathaniel Gorham.
In the year 1803, rev. Robert Camp-

bell and Capt. Solomon Campbell, his 
nephew, emigrated from Stillwater, 
Saratoga County, and settled in this 
town. The town’s name became Camp-
belltown.

The Act for the organization of the 
town was passed April 15, 1831. The 
first town meeting was held at the 
house of Samuel Bestly.

December 17, 1890: For two days, 
17th and 18th, nearly two foot of snow 
fell and high winds caused drifts which 
delayed trains and blocked highways.

By Robert Smith

•••
Avoca is a community, a town, a vil-

lage and a memory – “The Sweet Vale 
of Avoca.” It is part of the geographic 
entity of the Conhocton Valley with 
broad, loamy fields in the valley and 
steep wooded hillsides topped by a 
rolling plateau. It sits on top of the 
Conhocton aquifer and a thick deposit 
of salt, both relevant to modern devel-
opment. To the Seneca Indians, it was 
the center of the rich hunting and fish-
ing grounds which became a refuge af-
ter the Sullivan Expedition destroyed 
permanent Seneca villages. To the pio-

neer settlers, it was the scene of back-
breaking work and thriving lumbering 
industry as they cleared the forest and 
established their farms.

The first pioneer settlers were Scotch-
Irish who came from eastern New York 
State: the Buchanans, McWhorters and 
Moorea. Circa 1840 and after, the area 
became home to a large group Mohawk 
Dutch settlers who came from Palatine 
Bridge and nearby communities in the 
Mohawk Valley. This influx of prosper-
ous, family-connected people provided 
the impetus for the formation of a new 
town. The Town of Avoca, with parts 
taken from Bath, Wheeler, Cohocton 
and Howard, was established by the 
New York State Legislature on April 
12, 1843.

In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, 
another large, cohesive and energetic 
group of families migrated to Avoca 
from the Aroostook Valley in Maine. 
They were potato farmers. Many of 
these families were descendants of 
Swedes who came to Maine in answer 
to an invitation for the United State 
government which wanted to have 
settlements on the Canadian border 
to prevent illegal lumbering by French 
Canadians.

Until the coming of the Erie Rail-

road in 1852, the settlers were mainly 
lumbermen and subsistence farmers 
who met their financial obligations 
when they could by the sale of lumber 
and potash, wheat and wool.

In the period of 1852-1935, gen-
eral farms were the rule but the main 
source of income was dairying. After 
1935, commercial farming became the 
norm as farms grew larger and farmers 
concentrated on one crop either raising 
potatoes or dairying. Some valley land 
is no longer farmed, but holds com-
mercial enterprises and mobile home 
settlements.

A few factories lasted a long time 
and made a lasting impression on the 
community. According to newspaper 
accounts, George H. Noxon started 
making brooms in Avoca in a barn on 
N. Main St. in 1885. Around the turn 
of the century, he bought the Richards 
wagon shop on River Street and start-
ed manufacturing on a larger scale. 
He enlarged the plant and brooms 
were made there continuously for sixty 
years. The Noxon broom was a qual-
ity product and enjoyed good sales in 
the Northeast. The building burned in 
1963 and was not rebuilt.

By Grace Mary Fox

A little history of Campbell and Avoca
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By Kirk House, Director,  
Steuben County Historical Society

• Dwight D. Eisenhower was presi-
dent. Averell Harriman was governor 
of New York, and Nelson A. Rockefeller 
was elected to succeed him. Frank E. 
Nicklaus was mayor of Bath, and Ford 
Hotaling was town supervisor. Charlie 
Reynolds was county sheriff.

• Charles De Gaulle became president 
of France, and Pope John XXIII was in-
stalled.

• Snow drifted up to fifteen feet from 
a major storm in February – kids could 
touch the telephone wires.  

• Bobby Fischer won the U.S. chess 
championship at the age of 14.  Baseball 
star Roy Campanella was paralyzed in 
a car crash.  The U. S. launched its first 
satellite, and Mohawk hired America’s 
first African American flight attendant.  
The peace symbol was designed, and 
first used.  Elvis Presley was drafted.  To 
counter this U.S. military threat, Nikita 
Khrushchev became premier of the So-
viet Union.

• Vice-president Nixon’s car was 

stoned in Venezu-
ela.  The Beatles 
(then the Quarry-
men) cut their first 
record.  The Nauti-
lus passed under the 
North Pole.  NASA 
was created.  The John Birch Society was 
founded.  Ellen DeGeneres was born, as 
were Ice-T, Alec Baldwin, Michelle Pfe-
iffer, and Sharon Stone.

• The Salk Vaccine was available, but 
the Sabin Vaccine and the birth-control 
pill were not.  There were no vaccines for 
mumps, measles, rubella, or chicken pox, 
and children lost a week or so of school 
for every one of them.  They might have 
missed reading about Dick and Jane.

• You might do business at Cohn’s, 
Bath Plumbing, Murphy’s Appliances, 
Longwell Lumber, Grand Union, Taggart 
Insurance, or W. T. Grant.  You might eat 
out at Molly’s Diner, or at Chat-a-Wyle.

• No one had ever heard of Wal-
Mart, K-Mart, or Supergirl.  People DID  

see 1958 | 12 

In 1958 the age of party news-
papers came to an end in Bath 

when owners of the Republican Couri-
er bought the Democratic Advocate and 
created the general-interest Steuben 
Courier-Advocate.  What was life like in 
that year of 1958?

1958
A glance 
at the past

PHOTOS COURTESY  KIRK HOUSE/Steuben County historical Society  



STEUBEN COURIER JANUARY 2016200 YEARS & CHRONOLOGY 9

THE OFFICE

Both Owned & Founded by John Ferris

17 Liberty St.
Bath, NY 14810

(607) 776-9021

Founded 1981

JOHN FERRIS 
TRUCKING

7412 State Route 54
Bath, NY 14810

(607) 776-1010

Founded 1967

BATH
Continued from 6

Industries in Bath 
Agriculture has played an important part in the economy of Bath 

through the years.  The Steuben County Fair, formed in 1819 and lo-
cated in the Village of Bath, is noted to be the longest continuously 
running fair in the United States. Lumbering and sawmills also played 
an important role in the development of Bath.

Babcock Ladder Company was founded in 1905 by William Wal-
lace Babcock.  Lane Pipe Corporation was established in 1934 by 
Raymond T. Lane.  In April 1951 Westinghouse Electric Corp was 
planned for a 73 acre site on State Route 54, Bath.  In 1982 notice was  
received that North American Philips planned to purchase the West-
inghouse plant.

Bath has been the location of a Soldiers & Sailors’ Home/Veterans’ 
Administration Center since 1877 when the cornerstone was laid for 
the first building of the New York State Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home 
and on Christmas Day 1878, 25 Civil War veterans were housed in the 
new facility. Since 1930 the facility has been the federal Veterans’ Ad-
ministration Medical Center.

The Steuben ARC was founded in 1964 to serve area special needs 
individuals. Classes met in churches in Hornell, Corning and Bath un-
til the services were moved to the Industrial Park in January 1981.

ARCHIVE

Above | A Bond-Davis Funeral Homes, Inc. ad, featured in the Septem-
ber 7, 1978 edition of The Steuben Courier-Advocate. 
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PROVIDED

A June 24, 1935 letter from Courier Editor H.O. Elkins to Fannie Barrett.

An invitation: 1935
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ARCHIVE

Above | Steuben Courier, June 9, 1893. Below left | An ad for trousers, from the same edition.

Bath honors her founder

Liberty Street Beat

ARCHIVE

Bob Rolfe, a longtime reporter, 
July 9, 1965 in The Steuben Cou-
rier & The Steuben Advocate.
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1958
Continued from 8

know about Agway, Western Auto, 
Ben Franklin, Woolworth, and J. J. 
Newbury.  On TV you might watch 

Jack Benny, Lassie, The Restless Gun, 
or American Bandstand.  The Huckle-
berry Hound Show debuted for kids.  
Romper Room, Howdy Doody, and 
Captain Kangaroo were going strong, 
but Ding-Ding School was in reruns.  
IF you even got TV!

COURTESY IMAGES OF AMERICA BATH, BY CHARLES R. MITCHELL AND KIRK W. HOUSE 

The Courier office, standing most likely on 14 Liberty Street, pic-
tured before 1893.

ARCHIVE

A Courier-Advocate ad, appearing September 7, 1978 in The Steuben 
Courier-Advocate.

Waving from the windows
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A presidential greeting

Archive

A letter from former President Frankin D. Roosevelt, to H.O. Elkins, editor at The Cou-
rier. The letter appeared on the front page of the July 16, 1943 Steuben Courier.

ARCHIVE

H.O. Elkins, editor at The Courier, celebrates 50 years in the 
July 16, 1943 Steuben Courier.

Editor marks milestone
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Growing collection

Archive

Above | A “bonds” ad, July 16, 1943 Steuben Courier. Left | A 
Longwell Lumber ad, in the May 24, 1954 Steuben Advocate. 
Below | A reward offered, July 16, 1943 Steuben Courier.

Archive

“Brunettes in Bottle Blitz,” 
appearing in The Steuben 
Courier, July 16, 1943.

Archive

A Jones Smoke Shop ad appear-
ing in the Bath Pennysaver Feb. 24, 
1981.

Archive

An interview with Bath’s then-oldest wom-
an, July 16, 1943 Steuben Courier.

An interview
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News from the lakeside

Archive

Hammondsport news, featured July 29, 1965 in The Steuben Courier-Advocate.

• December 1816-1822,The 
Steuben and Allegany Patriot
	
• 1822-1857,  The Farmers’  
Advocate and Steuben  
Advertiser

• 1840-1843, The Corning and 
Blossburg Advocate 

• 1843-1958, The Steuben  
Courier			

• April 4, 1849-1920, Steuben 
Farmers’ Advocate			 

• Jan. 1, 1856-May 1857,  
The Steuben American

• 1920-1938, Steuben Farmers’ 
Advocate and Prattsburg News

• 1933-1934, The New Avoca 
Herald	

• 1934-1940, Avoca Herald

• 1938-1942, Steuben Advocate	

• 1940-1942, Keuka Grape Belt

• 1942-1946, The Steuben Cou-
rier and the Avoca Herald

• 1942-1958, Steuben Advocate 
and the Keuka Grape Belt

• 1958-1968, The Steuben Cou-
rier and the Steuben Advocate

• 1968-present, The Steuben 
Courier-Advocate	

• http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/

nysnp/151.htm

Courier changes 
through the years

Archive

“One Big Family,” the Courier staff, July 
16, 1943 Steuben Courier.

One Big Family
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Archive

A “Toast to Taylor,” appearing September 7, 1978 in The Steuben Courier- 
Advocate.

‘Toast to Taylor’

Archive

Above | An Arnold 
& Benton Insurance 
Agency ad from The 
Courier Business Ar-
chives, Feb. 19, 1995.

Left | An ad from 
June 9, 1893 Courier.
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ARCHIVE

An article regarding local churches, published July 16, 1943 in The Steuben Courier.

ARCHIVE

A man rides an antique bike. Published in The Steuben 
Courier & The Steuben Advocate July 9, 1965.

ARCHIVE

An article regarding a Bath soldier, published in The 
Steuben Courier July 16, 1943.

Ring the bells!

A soldier transferred

Vehicles of various types
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ARCHIVE

Left, above, right | Savona happenings. Published in The Steuben Courier & The Steuben 
Advocate July 9, 1965.

What’s happening in Savona?



COURTESY IMAGES OF AMERICA 
BATH, BY CHARLES R. MITCHELL 

AND KIRK W. HOUSE 


