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“We all got there. We all have the same struggle.
Know that it’s OK and you can do it.”
— State Rep. Carole Fiola, speaking about overcoming obstacles as a female leader in politics
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SouthCoast
schools get
bomb threats
Automated calls carried threats

Kevin P. O’Connor

Herald News Staff Reporter

SOMERSET — Schools
throughout southern
New England were peppered with automated calls
Monday of a recorded
voice repeating a threat:
“There is a bomb in the

building.”
Chace Street School was
one of them.
Students, from kindergarten to fifth grade, spent
most of the morning on
the school lawn, filling
their time with jumping
TURN TO THREAT, PAGE A7
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ABOVE: State Rep. Carole Fiola, second from right, jokes with Herald News Editor-in-Chief Lynne Sullivan about the language used in an endorsement
during her legislative run. BELOW: A group of Durfee students watches as Principal Maria Pontes talks about her rise through the school system.

Local female leaders talk about how they rose in fields

Michael Gagne

Herald News Staff Reporter

FALL RIVER — Seven
women, most in different
occupations and fields, all
shared similar stories of challenges faced as they rose to
leadership.
There was a balance to be
struck between career aspirations and family life, and also
the challenges that come with
being women in leadership
roles in traditionally maledominated fields, particularly
in politics, science, the news
industry, business, even religion and law enforcement.
The panel had gathered
Monday afternoon in the
media center at B.M.C.
Durfee High School. Their
audience was a group of more
than two dozen students,
most of them young women,
in different grade levels.

Students listened to their
own principal Maria Pontes
describe her three-decade
journey from her first job
in education as a first grade
teacher at St. Michael’s
School, to the public school
district, where she rose from

teacher, to a department
head, and eventually became
principal of the John J. Doran
Community School for six
years until becoming principal at Durfee, soon to wrap
up her first year.
On becoming a leader,

Pontes said she had never
thought about being anything
other than a teacher. She rose
into leadership out of necessity. The first leadership role
came when she was a teacher
at Kuss Middle School during
its turnaround period. She
became a department head.
“It just happened because
there was a need. And I want
to be part of the solution. I
said, ‘Yes.’ I helped be part of
the turnaround team.
“I feel like Fall River
invested in me, so I have the
responsibility to invest in Fall
River,” Pontes said.
She and other panelists
described the importance of
having female mentors as they
advanced in their careers.
“I was surrounded by very
strong female role models.”
The Rev. Holly Norwick,
TURN TO LEADERS, PAGE A7
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Chace Street School was one of the schools across southern New
England that received bomb threats on Monday.

Haddad ‘thrilled’
wind-energy
plan included in
state House bill
Michael Holtzman

Herald News Staff Reporter

SOMERSET —
Bringing an offshore wind
industry to the state and
SouthCoast is moving fullsteam ahead.
And state Rep. Patricia

Haddad, the Somerset
legislator who initiated
that portion of the “act to
promote energy diversity,”
couldn’t be more thrilled
as the bill was shifting out
of committee Monday.
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Fall River school department seeks $2.7 million from city to meet NSS
FALL RIVER — The
school department is contending the net school
spending shortfall that they
originally estimated to be $1.5
million has now climbed to
$2.7 million after the state
determined that the city had
miscalculated school department employee pensions.
In an email from the
school department’s Chief

Financial Officer Kevin
Almeida sent on May 16,
it references a letter sent
to Mayor Jasiel Correia
II’s administration from
John J. Sullivan, executive
director of the Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education’s School Finance
and District Support Center
that provided a more accurate
methodology to determine
the costs of school employee
pensions.
May 16 was the date of
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Sullivan’s letter to the administration.
In his letter, Sullivan
indicated the city’s calculation “distorts the true cost of
providing the pensions” since
the administration only calculates current staff salaries and
ignores outstanding pension
liabilities.
Almeida indicates using
Sullivan’s methodology, the
new calculation “is our current position.”
Almeida’s email, which
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Find out what happened at the Fall River School Committee’s budget hearing at heraldnews.com.
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City Council Committee on Finance to discuss appropriation of nearly $2M in funds. PAGE A7.

was provided to The Herald
News, was also sent to the
members of the School
Committee and school officials.
Correia said “there is a lot
of complexity” involved in

EDUCATION

A BRIGHT FUTURE AWAITS:

Take a look at the full listing of Class of 2016 University of
Massachusetts graduates.
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the issue and the administration is still waiting for the
School Department’s end of
the year report, which the city
will have to sign off.
In addition, the administration plans to appeal

Sullivan’s opinion, said
Correia.
“We’re fighting the cost
of pensions, not money for
classrooms. None of this goes
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