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EDITORIAL

House Bill trampling on
the rights of press, public
When Officer Darren Wilson shot
Michael Brown on Aug. 9, 2014,
rumors and counter-rumors swiftly
circulated as to what actually transpired on that Ferguson, Mo. street.
Wilson was not wearing a body camera during the fatal incident, which
sparked a firestorm of protest and
continues to polarize the community.
On May 31, 2014, a 20-year-old
man went overboard a Missouri
State Highway Patrol boat on the
Lake of the Ozarks while in handcuffs. He drowned in the water. An
ill-equipped camera on the vessel
did not capture the events. Voracious
debate ensued on whether Brandon
Ellingson jumped off the boat to escape arrest, or if the trooper behind
the boat’s controls acted recklessly,
causing the incapacitated man to fall
into the water.
Camera evidence could have provided quick answers to questions
surrounding these two and other
cases in the state. Video evidence
could have eased the ensuing public
firestorm.
Through the democratic process
of open records requests, the press
could have better illuminated the
facts in these cases. Would doing so
have dampened debate? Maybe not,
but a clearer picture of the events
could have emerged.
But a bill passed by the Missouri
House of Representatives seeks to
quash that democratic process, closing videos captured on “mobile devices” — body, dash and vessel cams
— to the press and public.
The Missouri House, with its passage of House Bill 762, has issued
several strong messages:
That police officers are beyond accountability.
That they are also beyond protection.

That freedom of the press means
little.
That the public doesn’t deserve
answers.
What the House fails to see is that
the use of cameras doesn’t criminalize officers alone; it can justify
their actions. This is a time where
trust between law enforcement and
the community is broken in many
places. Trust runs scarce.
The Hannibal Police Department
has begun a youth outreach program. Across the river, the Quincy,
Ill. Police Department has enacted
“Coffee with a Cop.” Both programs
intend to connect officers to community members in an effort increase
positive interactions.
While the House has approved a
bill that will widen the chasm between officers and citizens, police
departments are left to build bridges
without hammers and nails.
It’s not fair to the community. Nor
is it fair to police departments left to
pick up the pieces.
One could make a periphery argument that the bill helped protect
municipalities and departments
from an inundation of records requests when things run foul. To
that, we say: too bad. That’s part of
a democracy.
The bill has moved on to the Missouri Senate, where it sits in the
Transportation, Infrastructure and
Public Safety committee.
We can only hope the Senate will
choose not to sow the seeds of distrust between departments that use
body and dash cams and the public.
Where do our local representatives
stand on this bill? Both Lindell Shumake (R-Hannibal) and Jim Hansen
(R-Frankford) voted to pass the bill,
along with 125 other representatives.
Fourteen voted against it.

CALENDAR
TODAY

vilion, 100 block of Hill St.
in downtown Hannibal.
• Pleasant Hill Cemetery
meeting, 10 a.m., Pleasant Hill Church, west of
Frankford.
• Builder/Cleaning
House Sale, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., 512 Church St. New
London, lots of wood &
metal working tools. Lots
of household goods, plate
and teapot collections, furniture, books

• Ralls County Library
Clearance Book Sale, $2
per bag, some free bags
available. 102 North Public, Center, Mo. (573) 2673200.
• City-wide garage sales,
sign up at Ralls County
Public Library, 102 North
Public, Center, Mo. Fee is
$5, including advertising,
signs and balloons. (573)
267-3200.
• Pickle Jog, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., Flower City Park,
Palmyra, $6 ticket, 319795-6791.
• Pirate Pride Challenge 5K Run/Walk, 8
a.m., starting at Hannibal
High School Porter Stadium. Information at 573221-1258,
• Rummage, bake sale,
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Salt River
Christian Church, four
miles east of New London
on Route T, 0.25 of a mile
north of Route V intersection.
• Town Hall event for
veterans and families, 1
p.m. to 3 p.m., second floor
auditorium, Harry S Truman Memorial Veterans
Hospital, Columbia, Mo.
• New Canton, Ill., United Methodist Church’s inside yard sale featuring
plants and “pippins,” 8
a.m.-5 p.m.
• Salt River Master Gardeners’ annual plant sale,
8 a.m. to noon, Y Men’s Pa-

Sunday

• Friends of Florida
fundraising dinner, 1
p.m., The Florida Resort,
Florida, Mo. (Registration
deadline April 30). (573)
565-2400.
• Nashville Recording
Artist Darla McFadden
concert, 10:45 a.m., Park
United Methodist Church,
2335 Palymyra Road,
Hannibal

Monday

• Red Cross blood drive,
noon to 6 p.m., Msgr
Farischon Hall, 400 South
Lane Street, Palmyra
• Kindergarten welcome, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Veterans Elementary,
Hannibal.
• Chapter JH, PEO
meeting, 1 p.m., home of
Joni Halpin.
• Chapter KV, PEO
meeting, 7 p.m., home of
Susan Humphreys.

Tuesday

• Hannibal City Council,
7 p.m., council chambers,
city hall.
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• Senior dance, noon-3
p.m. at the Admiral Coontz
Recreation Center.
• Parent/Community
Leadership Day, 8 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m., Hannibal
Middle School.
• Quinsippi Stamp Club
meeting, 7 p.m., Good Samaritan Home, 2130 Harrison in Quincy, Ill.

Thursday

• TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) meeting, Calvary
Baptist church, 4605 West
Ely Road. Weigh in 5 p.m.5:30 p.m., meeting 5:30
p.m. (573) 221-1123.
• Women’s Network
Connection, 11:30 a.m.,
Finn’s Food and Spirits.
(573) 221-1101.
• Art show & book fair,
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Veterans
Elementary, Hannibal.

ASPEN, CO

OSAGE BEACH

Aspen’s Smuggler Mountain
struggles with dog poop

Man charged after Missouri
police officer hit by car

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Park rangers are at a loss as Colorado’s
Smuggler Mountain continues to be covered in piles of poop left behind by furry
friends.
The Aspen Times reports, just a month
after volunteers cleaned up roughly
600 pounds of dog poop and Pitkin
County Open Space and Trails launched
an awareness campaign, rangers have
flagged another 50 or so piles in the same
section of the trail.
Senior ranger John Armstrong called
it “deja poo.”
Armstrong said they may need to reinstitute the leash law on the first part
of the trail, where most of the offenders
relieve themselves.
In a more extreme case, Aspen could
look to California where some communities take DNA samples from dogs when
they’re registered in order to link smelly
indiscretions to the correct pooch.

A man is facing charges after a police
officer was hit by a pickup truck during a
traffic stop in southwest Missouri.
Camden County authorities announced
Friday that 58-year-old Robert Watkins
of Linn Creek was charged with two
counts of vehicular assault on a law
enforcement officer and failure to yield
when approaching an emergency vehicle
displaying its emergency lights.
The Osage Beach officer, 27-year-old
Austin White, was injured Thursday
during a traffic stop. Police say Watkins
was driving a truck that first hit a law
enforcement car before hitting White and
then hitting another truck.
Osage Beach police said White was in
stable condition and improving Friday.
Watkins is held in the Camden County
Jail on $100,000 bond. It was not immediately clear if he had an attorney.

Hannibal
Nutrition
Center
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NATIONAL STATE

WEATHER REPORT
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• Rotary Club of Hannibal, noon, Quality Inn &
Suites, 120 Lindsey Drive
U.S. 36, Hannibal.
• HHS Class of 1957, 11
a.m. lunch at Fiddlestiks.
• Palmyra R-I Parents as
Teachers Truck Rally, 5:30
to 7 p.m., Palmyra High
School Parking Lot, 573769-2191 or email pat@
palmyra.k12.mo.us
• Kindergarten welcome, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Veterans Elementary,
Hannibal.
• Marion/Ralls Retired
Teachers and School Personnel meeting, 10 a.m.,
Hannibal Nutrition Center

Sat.

Sun.

Mon.

H 80 L 59
Partly Cloudy

H 85 L 63
Partly Cloudy

H 85 L 64
Partly Cloudy

FRI. TEMPS

SUN & MOON

High
67
Record high 89 in 19687

Sunrise
Sunset

Low
Record low

42
32 in 1909

PRECIP.

(In inches)

Today
This month

0
0

River stage
Flood stage
River temperature

6:06
7:59

11.8
16.0
60.9

TODAY’S PRAYER
Why is it so hard to share
with others that we have
thanked God for bringing
them into our lives? God let
his Son Jesus know his love
and approval. Remember his
words at Jesus’ baptism and
transfiguration? “This is my
Son, whom I love...” The apostle Paul also let the struggling
churches he started know
that he was praying for them

regularly (cf. Philippians 1:3).
It’s a great blessing to thank
God for someone special in
our lives. It’s a double blessing to let those people know
we’ve thanked God for their
being in our lives. Let’s commit to be a “double blessing”
people today!
Phil Ware
www.heartlight.org

Friday
May 1
Beef and Noodles
Green Beans
Cake
Biscuits
**Buffet**
Monday
May 4
Maidrites
Potato Wedges
Peas
Baked Apples
Bun
Tuesday
May 5
Roast Beef
Mashed Pot/Gravy
Green Beans
Pudding
Bread
Wednesday
May 6
Chicken Nuggets
Tater Tots
Corn on Cob
Cookie
Bread
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A mission to reform
lives behind bars
GEORGE F. WILL
Washington Post

About a mile from where the Cleveland Indians test
their fans’ patience, there is a facility that expresses
Ohio’s attempt to temper justice with patience. The
facility resembles a school, except for the razor wire.
This prison contains 619 women, one of whom,
Jessica Torok, mother of three sons — in the third
year of her four-year sentence for manufacturing
methamphetamines — says: “I’ve changed things I
didn’t even know needed changed,” so “now I can go
home and be the mother I should have been.” Until
she goes home she will “live the Army values.” Here,
she says proudly, “we live military style.”
Women who volunteer for the military unit live
in a dorm whose halls are decorated with the U.S.
armed services’ emblems. They practice precision
marching and make their beds and organize their
clothes drawers with military precision (extra blanket
folded 12 inches wide, everything in drawers rolled
6 inches vertically, etc.). They also loudly recite a
long oath that is the verbal equivalent of drums and
bugles, culminating in a vow to “engage and destroy”
enemies of the nation that has put them behind razor
wire. Having long since taken responsibility for their
lives, they express not a scintilla of today’s culture of
grievance and victimhood.
This military unit is one approach to bringing
order to what were disorderly lives. Few people are
in prison because their parents did not hire good
SAT prep tutors. Most come from fractured families
that, when concentrated in neighborhoods, produce
turbulent social cauldrons rich with possibilities for
dangerous choices.
The vast majority of today’s 2.2 million prisoners
will return to the places where they made the choices
that got them incarcerated. This is a recipe for recidivism — unless their passage through what is too
cheerfully called the “correctional system” gives them
new inner resources for living safely.
Here, in one of Ohio’s 11 prisons devoted to preparing prisoners for “reintegration,” Gary Mohr is
particularly proud of the separate faith-based unit.
Before being offered the job of director of the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, Mohr,
now 62, was invited to a 15-minute meeting with Gov.
John Kasich. The meeting lasted, as 15-minute Kasich
meetings sometimes do, three hours. The two men
were well-met because Mohr embodies Kasich’s style.
Call it evangelical governance.
The faith-based unit might more accurately be
called faith-drenched, and not just because Christians
so inclined can experience full-immersion baptism.
Keyonna Smith, 32, has been incarcerated since
some of her bad decisions, aggravated robbery and
kidnapping at age 19, earned her a 16-year sentence.
She participates in the “silent choir” because, she says,
“There are some things people can say to God with
their hands that they can’t say with their mouths.”
As a recording of a hymn plays, a dozen or so women
translate the lyrics into sign language: “I won’t go
back, can’t go back to the way it used to be before
[God’s] presence came and changed me.” Participation in the faith-based unit is voluntary. And Ohio
is disinterested regarding the validity of particular
faiths but intensely interested in the utility of faith
in reforming the faithful.
Amanda Freed robbed a pharmacy, and she will not
be free until 2021, when she can take to the job market
the fluency she now brings to a PowerPoint lecture
on the facility’s many facets. Malika Poole, a poised
and impeccably dressed ex-inmate — she got out in
May after 14 years inside — has a job using computer
skills she taught herself here. Seated next to her, Jenny O’Grady, who found a job two weeks after ending
her six years in prison, says: “My past doesn’t define
who I am today.” When asked what got them sent to
prison, both women look the questioner in the eye
when answering about their drug crimes. Mohr and
others in the room are pleased by this sign of “taking
ownership,” meaning responsibility.
When Mohr began his career 41 years ago, Ohio
had 8,300 inmates. Today it has nearly 51,000. About
20,000 Ohioans are sent to prison each year; 41
percent spend less than a year incarcerated. Mohr,
who considers prisons “the most unreformed part of
government,” says his mission is “life reformation,”
which requires a lot of money as well as patience. One
test of a society is how well it treats those it does not
need to treat well. Here and in similar prisons, Ohio
is passing the test.
George Will’s email address is georgewill@washpost.com. The views expressed in this column are not
necessarily those of the Courier-Post.

Today’s prayer:
Holy and loving Father, as I face the struggles of this week, it is comforting to know that I am never away
from your love. At the same time, I love those special moments when I meet with other Christians and
your presence is powerful and real. I know you are always with us when we gather together, but sometimes my heart or my circumstance or the situations going on in our church family derail my awareness
of your presence. Please use this day to draw us near to you. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

EDITORIAL

Legislature turns back on local control
Courier-Post Staff

The Republican-controlled Missouri Legislature dealt a huge blow
to local control — in
a time where that ideal, which shaped this
country, is seemingly
becoming more of a
commodity rather than
the standard.
In Wednesday’s session to override vetoes
handed down by Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon,
the Missouri House and
Senate secured enough
votes, including votes
cast by all three NEMO
reps, to enact HB 722
without the governor’s
approval.
The move bans the
implentation of ordinances on a municipal
level on two wildly divergent subjects — minimum wage and plastic
grocery bags.
Republicans in Jefferson City have spoken,
saying cities don’t have
the power to change the
minimum wage beyond
what the state or federal
government requires.
St. Louis and Kansas
City this year began the
process of raising minimum wage for workers.
These local governments will have to scrap
those plans, as the legislature has said “We
know better than the
towns.”
We beg to differ.
The folks living in,
and elected to, local
positions know their
communities the best.
They can make deci-

sions of value and worth
to residents better than
a conglomerate of representatives. For example, how many state
legislators have been
to Palmyra, an agriculture-based town in
central Marion County?
If the folks in Palmyra
want to raise minimum
wage, they should be
able to do so. And if
the proposal runs afoul,
the local community
has tools at its disposal to correct the situation (i.e. repealing an
ordinance, exercising
the right to vote out an
elected official).
Palmyra and St. Louis
are two very different
places. It’s like comparing apples and spaghetti.
It’s an intrusion on
the local ability to make
decisions.
That’s interesting
considering the chorus
heard around the state
and nation: the federal government intrudes
too often in state affairs.
So, despite the complaints from the states
that the umbrella of federal control reaches too
far, Missouri has now
done the exact same
thing to municipalities.
The trickle-down effect
is uncanny and a dangerous precedent to set.
On the precedent of
decision-making, Nixon
said this: “Proponents
of this legislation believe that their views
should supplant the decisions of elected local
officeholders on matters
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E-mailed letters are preferred. Send
letters to newsroom@courierpost.
com with a name and telephone
number for verification. Or mail letters to
Hannibal Courier-Post, P.O. Box A,
Hannibal, MO 63401.
• Only signed letters with the writer’s full name will be considered for
publication.
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Rep. Jim Hansen
(R-Frankford)

Against override — 46

Mo. Senate votes on HB 722
In favor of override — 23

Sen. Brian Munzlinger
(R-Williamstown)
Against override — 9

traditionally within the
purview of local government...”
Take for example, if
a municipality seeks to
ban plastic bags for the
sake of the environment
(a movement which has
teeth in other parts of
the country, by the way).
HB 722 would ban...
a ban. It’s not only an
intrusion, but an egregious one at that.

As a side note, the
sponsor of the bill is
state director of the
Missouri Grocers Association. So, it’s not only
a loss for local control,
but a win for special
interests.
The views expressed in
this opinion represent
the majority of the Courier-Post editorial staff.

Monthly subscriptions
Home delivery: $16 for up to 4 weeks
Mail delivery: $25.42 for up to 1 month
from GateHouse Media and its
related companies. You may
opt out of receiving any such
offers at any time by calling
573-221-2800. An additional
one-time $4.95 activation fee
applies. Up to $1.00 is charged
to all subscriptions for each
premium edition. Premium
editions are not included in the
subscription price and your
expiration date will be accelerated and adjusted accordingly.
There will be no more than 12
premium editions per calendar
year. You may cancel your
subscription at any time for a

letters that address business disputes with specific firms or businesses.
• The Courier-Post reserves the right
to place a deadline on letters dealing with elections and other timely
events.
• The Courier-Post reserves the right
to, but will not necessarily, limit the
number of letters published on a
specific topic.

CONTACT US

Missouri’s oldest daily newspaper, serving since 1838

Business hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Rep. Lindell Shumake
(R-Hannibal)

• Letters should be 500 words or
less. Letters that contain more than
500 words will be edited for brevity.
• Names are not withheld.
• Please include a phone number for
verification. The number will not be
published.
• The Courier-Post reserves the right
to edit letters for brevity, style, taste
and libel. The editor and publisher
reserve the right to refuse to print a
letter.
• The Courier-Post does not accept

COURIER~POST
Rates include sales tax and a
separate fee for delivery where
applicable. Suggested single
copy price is 75 cents Tuesday
through Friday; $1.25 weekend
and Thanksgiving Day. Senior
rates available.
Published Tuesday through
Saturday except Christmas
Day.
——
Print delivery available within
the newspaper distribution
area only. By submitting your
address and/or email, you
understand that you may
receive promotional offers

In favor of override — 114

LETTERS POLICY

HANNIBAL

A division of
GateHouse Media, Inc.
200 N. Third St.
Hannibal, MO 63401-3504
(573) 221-2800

Mo. House votes on HB 722

refund of the unused portion
of your subscription by calling
573-248-2737.
EZ Pay is a convenient method
for automatically paying your
subscription payment. To start
or switch a subscription payment to EZ Pay, call (573)2212800. Terms and conditions
apply.
——
USPS 135-600; periodicals
postage paid at Hannibal, Mo.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Hannibal Courier-Post, 200 N. Third St., P.O.
Box A, Hannibal, MO 63401.

Mike Murphy
Publisher
(573) 248-2701
mmurphy@gatehousemedia.com

Jessica
Spurgeon
General Manager
(573) 248-2711
jessica.spurgeon@
courierpost.com

Eric Dundon
Managing Editor
(573) 248-2750
eric.dundon@
courierpost.com

Grace Tate
Circulation
supervisor
(573) 248-2734
grace.tate@
courierpost.com

Don Broemmer
Mailroom/
Production
supervisor
(573) 248-2772

A4

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2015 • Hannibal Courier-Post • www.hannibal.net

(FORUM)
VIEWS ON THE NEWS

False ‘turning
point’ on climate
GEORGE F. WILL
Washington Post

History, on the “right side” of which Barack Obama
endeavors to keep us, has a sense of whimsy. Proof of
which is something happening this week: Britain’s last
deep-pit coal mine is closing, a small event pertinent to
an enormous event, the Industrial Revolution, which was
ignited by British coal.
The mine closure should not, however, occasion cartwheels by the climate’s saviors, fresh from their Paris
achievement. The mine is primarily a casualty of declining
coal prices, a result of burgeoning world energy supplies.
Thanks largely to the developing world, demand for coal
is expected to increase for at least another quarter-century.
The mine is closing immediately after the planet’s latest
“turning point” — the 21st U.N. climate change conference since 1995, each heralded as a “turning point.” The
climate conference, like God in Genesis, looked upon
its work and found it very good. It did so in spite of, or
perhaps because of, this fact: Any agreement about anything involving nearly 200 nations will necessarily be
primarily aspirational, exhorting voluntary compliance
with inconsequential expectations — to “report” on this
and “monitor” that. A single word change that brought
the agreement to fruition: it replaced a command (nations
“shall” do so and so) with an entreaty (nations “should”
do so and so).
Secretary of State John Kerry knew that any agreement
requiring U.S. expenditures and restrictions on wealth
creation would founder on the reef of representative government. He remembers why Bill Clinton flinched from
seeking Senate ratification of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol:
The Senate voted 95-0 for a resolution disapproving
the Protocol’s principles, with Massachusetts Sen. Kerry
among the 95.
Eighteen years later, Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, one of whose invaluable functions is to be
a wet blanket about moveable feasts such as the Paris
conference, says: “Before [the president’s] international
partners pop the champagne, they should remember that
this is an unattainable deal based on a [U.S.] domestic energy plan that is likely illegal, that half the states have sued
to halt, and that Congress has already voted to reject.”
The Paris agreement probably occasions slight excitement among the planet’s billion people who lack electricity, and the hundreds of millions in need of potable
water. Historians, write Walter Russell Mead and Jamie
Horgan of The American Interest, are likely to say that the
Paris agreement ended climate change the way the 1928
Kellogg-Briand Treaty ended war. But as the ink dries
on the Paris gesture of right-mindedness, let us praise
the solar energy source most responsible for the surge
of human betterment that began with the harnessing of
fossil fuels around 1800.
The source is, of course, coal, a still abundant and
indispensable form in which the sun’s energy has been
captured from carbon-based life. Matt Ridley, a member
of a British coal-producing family and author of “The
Rational Optimist,” notes that the path of mankind’s
progress, material as well as moral, has been from reliance
on renewable but insufficient energy sources to today’s 85
percent reliance on energy from fossil fuels.
The progression has been from reliance on human
(often slaves’) muscles, to animal energy (first oxen, then
horses), to burning wood and peat as stores of sunlight,
to energy from water and wind, to, at last, fossil fuels.
Sustained economic growth, a necessary prerequisite for
scientific and technological dynamism, became possible,
Ridley writes, when humanity was able to rely on “non-renewable, non-green, non-clean power.” Because “there
appeared from underground a near-magical substance,”
Britain’s landscape was spared: “Coal gave Britain fuel
equivalent to the output of 15 million extra acres of forest
to burn, an area nearly the size of Scotland. By 1870, the
burning of coal in Britain was generating as many calories
as would have been expended by 850 million laborers. ...
The capacity of the country’s steam engines alone was
equivalent to 6 million horses or 40 million men.”
And cheap coal produced the iron for new labor-saving
machines. The environmental toll from burning coal (it
emits carbon dioxide, radioactivity and mercury) has been
slight relative to the environmental and other blessings
from burning it.
In May 1945, Aneurin Bevan, a leading light among
British socialists, said: “This island is made mainly of coal
and surrounded by fish. Only an organizing genius could
produce a shortage of coal and fish at the same time.” Genius was not required. Socialism — command-and-control government of the sort that climate fine-tuners recommend for the entire planet — soon accomplished this
marvel, with coal rationed and the price of fish soaring.
George Will’s email address is georgewill@washpost.
com. The views expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the Courier-Post.

Today’s prayer:
Father, please help me distinguish between good and evil as I confront them daily in my life. Make evil
repulsive to me despite the many ways that Satan tries to make it look seductive. Thank you, Jesus, for
coming to my rescue when I was a sinner, unable to save myself. Thank you for sharing your grace and
giving me peace. Through the blessed Holy Spirit I offer my thanks and praise in Jesus’ name. Amen.

VIEWS ON THE NEWS

Group isn’t “fighting”
with BPW, feels
misrepresented by
television
I am writing this letter in hopes
to clear up a recent situation. On
Monday, Dec. 14, a group of community residents took a tour of
both [Hannibal] water plants. Afterwards, Beth Percy and myself
were interviewed by WGEM. I believe we were interviewed because
we are a part of the “Hannibal/
Ralls Co. Citizens For Safe Water”
group. This is also the name of our
Facebook page.
After watching the “snippet”
that aired on the news that night,
neither Beth nor myself were very
pleased. We also made sure people were aware of this on our
Facebook page. But for those who
don’t use Facebook, this is the only
avenue to make it known.
The water tour is available to
any interested people by contacting the Hannibal Board of Public
Works. Although we are concerned
about the chloramines in our water, this tour had nothing to do
with this concern. The tour was
awesome, the information was
great. The HBPW employees answered all of our questions without
hesitation.
The snippet showed a very small
portion of what we both said. It
indicated that we were “fighting”
with the HBPW and this is not the
case. We are not happy about the
chloramines, we are continuing
our efforts to have it removed from
our water, but we are not “fighting” with HBPW. They know our
concerns and I do honestly believe
they are checking into possible
alternatives.
I not only want to give more
accurate information but encourage every resident to take a water
tour and get involved with our
community.
— Janet Dietrich, Hannibal

EDITORIAL

Immediate action
needed on PDMP
Courier-Post Staff

Missouri stands alone, and it’s
not solidarity its citizens and lawmakers should tolerate any longer.
While every other state plus the
District of Columbia has enacted
some type of prescription drug
monitoring program (PDMP),
Missouri has not. Not without
some effort, the Missouri House
and Senate have yet to agree on
how best to implement a program
that would track the purchase of
drugs, including those commonly
used for non-medical reasons as
lucrative products in black market
sales and abused for highs.
The legislative stalemate of years
past comes at a cost.
Northeast Missouri Narcotics
Task Force Captain Patti Talbert
said Missouri is ground zero for
prescription drug abuse, with sellers and abusers coming in from
states with PDMPs to take advantage of Missouri’s lone wolf
status. Drug dealers and addicts
can drive from Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky — anywhere, really — and
leave without so much as a trace
of their purchases.
In the absence of a PDMP, Missouri has effectively become the
easiest boutique market for prescription drug abuse.
A staggering 52 million people
— roughly one-sixth of America’s
population — have used prescription drugs for non-medical purposes at least once in their lives,
according to statistics from the
National Institute on Drug Abuse.
In data collected this year, almost
13 percent of American high school
seniors reported abusing prescription drugs in the past year.
One of the biggest misconceptions preventing the passage of a
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bill authorizing the formation of
a PMDP in the past focuses on
privacy rights.
To help alleviate that fear —
which is pretty much unfounded
anyway — Missouri’s legislation
should follow in the same footsteps
as the PDMP in Illinois in regards
to privacy.
Inquirers should have read-only access to data for the past 12
months.
Dispensers may, upon positive
and secure identification, make an
inquiry on a patient or customer
solely for a medical purpose as
delineated within the federal HIPAA law.
Other states should only have
access to a system in relation to an
investigation and with the consent
of the governing body (the Department of Health and Senior Services
would be our guess).
A PDMP would act like any other medical records software.
Pharmacies utilize the National
Precursor Log Exchange to monitor the purchase of pseudoephedrine to combat the production of
methamphetamine. The General
Assembly needs to put a PDMP in
the same category as NPLEx.
Just like methamphetamine, dependence on prescription drugs
can have just as catastrophic effect.
As reported in our in-depth look
at drug prevention methods in
Northeast Missouri, Marion County Sheriff Jimmy Shinn said prescription drug abuse doesn’t have
the same stigma as illegal drugs
like heroin or methamphetamine.
The mindset needs to change,
and it needs to begin in the halls
of Jefferson City.
The legislature has tried and
failed to pass a PDMP. Failure to
do so again in 2016 isn’t acceptable.
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