SIERRA VIEWS
October 2018

In this issue:

The history of the Petroglyphs
and a preview of the festival

SIERRA VIEWS
October 2018

Publisher John Watkins Editor Aaron Crutchfield Advertising Director Paula McKay
Advertising Sales Rodney Preul; Gerald Elford Writers Jessica Weston; Andrew Salmi; Russ and Lori Tice

Inside this issue:
Community scares up Halloween spirit ............... 3
Ridgecrest’s Petroglyph History............................ 7
What are the Petroglyphs? ................................... 8
The Petroglyph Artists, Ancient and Modern ..... 13
Climbing, Community, and Brews ...................... 15
Why drive to Mammoth when you can fly? ....... 17

To our readers:
East Kern Visions is now Sierra Views.This
rebranding offers us a chance to broaden the
publication’s scope, expanding from the areas
of the mountains and deserts of eastern Kern
County to now cover the area up and down
the Eastern Sierra and beyond. In this issue,
we feature Halloween fun, and check out
climbing opportunities in Bishop.
On the cover:
A view of the petroglyphs at Petroglyph Park in
Ridgecrest.The fifth annual Petroglyph Festival is set
for the first weekend in November.
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Community scares up Halloween spirit
BY JESSICA WESTON
The Daily Independent

D

ays are growing shorter, the nights are growing cooler, and Halloween is
in the air. A number of local events are planned to take advantage of the
witching time of year.
The weekend before Halloween will kick off early with the Pumpkin Patch at
the Ridgecrest Farmer’s Market at the Tractor Supply Co.
This family-friendly event kicks off at 8 a.m. Friday, Oct. 26, in the parking lot
of the Tractor Supply Co. at 911 S. China Lake Blvd. This event will also take
place Sat. Oct. 27 at 8 a.m.
Kids can stroll around and pick from pumpkins of all shapes and sizes, just in
time to carve for Halloween.
The event also features a costume parade and contest, vendor trick or treat,
Star Wars Cosplayers the Mandolarian Mercs, face painting and a live petting
zoo.
Local artist and photographer Cheryl McDonald will also be on hand selling
fall-themed photos. In addition, many vendors will be in attendance selling
crafts, fresh fruits and vegetables, baked goods and other treats.
Those with base access can check out the Spooky Walk & Trunk-or-Treat Friday, Oct. 26, at 6 p.m., in the Oasis Parking lot.
This event is an annual family favorite. People are encouraged to come in costume to follow the trick or treat trail through Senior Officers Quarters, beginning
on Essex Circle and Saratoga Avenue.
A spook-fest will be held at the Lanai Park with Trunk or Treat festivities and
food available for purchase.
Those who want to participate by decorating a car and handing out candy during the event are asked to register at Mirror Lake Community Recreation. Spaces
are limited.
For more information, call 760-939-3006.
There will be nothing to fear but fear itself at CLOTA’s Spookhouse 2018. This
year’s theme is Phobophobia, which means the fear of fear. This is, appropriately
enough, CLOTA’s 13th year of putting on the infamous Spookhouse, which is regarded by many as a must-catch part of the Halloween season.
Performances will be held this year on Oct. 26, 27 and 28 from 6 to 11 p.m. A
matinee will be held Oct. 27 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Spookhouse will take
place at the Old Town Theatre at 215 W. Ridgecrest Blvd. Admission is $5 for
adults and $2 for children under 12.
For more info call the CLOTA information Hotline at 760-446-2411 or email
rc.clota@gmail.com.
For those wanting to simply enjoy the autumn season, the Oasis Fall Plant Sale
at the Desert Empire Fairgrounds will take place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
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Cerro Coso students channel the cast of Scooby Doo at a Halloween event in 2017.
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day, Oct. 27. The sale is held by the
Oasis Garden Club of the Indian Wells
Valley. The Desert Empire Fairgrounds and Events Center is at 520 S.
Richmond Road. Call 760-375-8000
for more information.
For those wanting a day trip, the
Kernville Fall Festival will be held in
the streets of Kernville beginning Saturday, Oct. 27, at 10 a.m. Admission is
free.
The festival traditionally takes place
during the last weekend of October. It
features live music, dachshund races, a
pumpkin pie eating contest, costume
contest, pet costume contest, pumpkin
patch, farmers market, chili cook-off,
free petting farm, food and shopping
vendors, and more.
This event welcomes all ages. For
more information, call 760-376-2629.
For those who want to celebrate the
holiday with their canines, Howl-oween II at the Ridgecrest Dog Park on
Saturday, Oct. 27, gives the opportunity to do just that. The event will be
held at the dog park at Leroy Jackson
Park on French Avenue from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m.
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Scenes from a Spookhouse past. Adults and children portray classic horror film characters in CLOTA’s 2017 Spookhouse.

Nor thern Mojave Visitor Center and
Death Valley Tourist Center

Maturango Museum and Gift Shop
100 East Las Flores Ave. • Ridgecrest CA 93555
760-375-6900 • Fax 760-375-0479 • www.maturango.org
Open 10am - 5pm Daily Except Major Holidays
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This event feature the Ridgecrest K9
costume party with costume contests
for owners and dogs. It will also include raffles, games, rock painting,
food and, most importantly, an adoption event for pups.
This is a fundraiser for Socks And
Paws Animal Rescue.
Those interested in volunteering are
asked to contact Jason at theRedFeatherTrinketorium@gmail.com
Cerro Coso Community College is
holding a Zombie Fun Run Saturday,
Oct. 27, beginning at noon. Participants can play for either team in this
zombie infestation scenario. Participants can take part as runners and try
to evade the zombies while navigating
a fright-filled obstacle course around
the campus. Or the more adventurous
can sign up to be zombies. The fun run
is being held for the first time and is
hosted by the Cerro Coso Alumni Association.
The event will be held at Cerro Coso
Community College at 3000 College
Heights Blvd. Tickets are available online. Call 760-384-6260 for more information.
Ephen Tacos will offer a Live Music
Halloween Bash Saturday, Oct. 27,
from 4 to 9 p.m. Music will be provided by Jade’s Trick and Rayband, there
will be cash prizes for costumes, and
$2 chicken tacos and $2 domestic
beers for adults will be available.
Ephen Tacos is at 221 E. Ridgecrest
Blvd., Ridgecrest. Call 760-371-1737
for more information.
Another all-age event is the Haunted
Maze Extravaganza. This will be held
at the Ridgecrest Gymnastics Academy
at the Desert Empire Fairgrounds at
Joshua Hall Saturday, Oct. 27, and
Sunday, Oct. 28. The haunted maze
will be active from 8 to 11 p.m. Children’s Halloween Maze of crafts and
activities will take place from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m.
The Desert Empire Fairgrounds are
at 520 S. Richmond Road. Call 760375-8000 for more information.
Another event for the whole family is
Freedom Park Family Movie Night and
Trunk or Treat, which will begin Saturday, Oct. 27, at 5 p.m. at Freedom Park.
The trunk or treat part will take place
from 5 to 6 p.m. The movie will screen
at 6 p.m. Admission is free, but everyone is encouraged to dress in costume.
This community event is sponsored by
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ABOVE: Young trick-or-treaters enjoy a Trunk or Treat event in 2017.
BELOW: A unicorn and uni-foal enjoy the play equipment set up at Immanuel Baptist Church’s Harvest Festival in 2017.

the Evan Etoch Memorial Foundation
and Toyota of Ridgecrest.
Volunteers are being sought to help
at this event by decorating vehicles and
handing out candy in a safe environment. Call 760-499-5179 for more information.
Freedom Park is located at 100 W.
California Ave., near the Kerr McGee
Center and City Hall. Call 760-4995151 for more information.
On the adult end of the spectrum,
Fury’s Sports Bar will be holding a
Halloween Punk Show and Costume
Contest Saturday, Oct. 27, from 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. Bands will include Kill ‘Em
with Kerosene, Tanked, D.O.G and
Desert Danish.
This event is for those 21 and over.
Fury’s is located at 1353 W. Inyokern
Road.

Halloween
Coldwell Banker is holding a Trickor-Treat & Costume Contest at noon
on Halloween, Wednesday, Oct. 31.
People are encouraged to stop by the
office for trick-or-treating, family photos, and to be entered into the costume
contest. All participants will be mailed
free copies of their photos. All ages are
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Young people take part in Calvary Chapel’s Fall Festival in 2017.

welcome.
One boy and one girl will be chosen as winners by 5 p.m. Nov. 1 and will receive
a prize. Prizes must be picked up by 5 p.m. Nov. 3 or a new winner will be chosen.
Call 760-375-3855 for more information.
Coldwell Banker Best Realty is located at 710 N. China Lake Blvd.
Billed as a “Godly alternative to Halloween,” Calvary Chapel is holding a Family
Fall Festival Wednesday, Oct. 31, at 5 p.m.
The festival features game booths like Plinko, Spinning Wheel, Bean-Bag Toss,
Fishing Booth, Ring Toss, Cornhole Toss, Putt Putt Golf, Nerf Game, Basketball
Arcade, and face painting for the younger children.
Outside activities include the Mechanical Bull, Obstacle 65, Light Gear Slide,
Hard Rock Climbing Wall, and Pirate Ship. All the game booths and outside
rides are free. A food court features free hamburgers, hot dogs, and cotton candy.
Soda, water, tri-tip sandwiches, chili, “our famous Indian Fry Bread,” hot and
cold drinks and shaved ice are on sale for a nominal price.
According to the Calvary Chapel, this event attracts approximately 3,000 to
4,000 people every year, so show up early.
The Calvary Chapel is located at 210 E. Springer Ave. For more information
call the church office at 760-375-3133.
Immanuel Baptist Ridgecrest is holding a Harvest Festival Wednesday, Oct. 31,
at 5 p.m. This event is described as “a safe haven where the whole family will en-
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joy game booths, bounce houses, entertainment, treats, and more!”
All ages are welcome. Games are for children ages 2 to 12.
Free family activities include bounce houses, game booths, “tons of candy,” entertainment, door prizes and live music.
Immanuel Baptist Ridgecrest is located at 1201 N. China Lake Blvd.
Film buffs and horror fans alike are in luck. The Historic USO Building will be
the scene of a Classic Movie Night – Halloween Special at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Oct. 31.
What’s the movie? Here is a hint: “Elsa Lanchester stars as the object of Boris
Karloff ’s desire in this crazy, cult classic, from Universal Pictures, that has had
audiences in ‘stitches’ since its premiere in 1935.” Need more clues? It features
lightning, reanimation, and a crazy hairdo with a white streak in the front.
Audience members are encouraged to come in costume — they may win a
prize.
The snack bar opens at 6:30 p.m. The film screens at 7 p.m.
The Historic USO Building is located at 230 W. Ridgecrest Blvd. For more information, call 760-375-8456.
Thanks to www.ridgecrestevents.com for providing information for this story.
Bookmark this page to keep up with what his happening in Ridgecrest all year
round.
❖

Ridgecrest’s Petroglyph History
RIDGECREST AREA CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU

S

everal Ridgecrest resident joined
forces, starting with the gem of an
idea proposed in 2007 by Meris
Lueck, wife of Ridgecrest Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (RACVB) Executive Director, Doug Lueck. She had
read a Country Magazine article about
the Barn Quilts of Grundy Project in
Iowa, an initiative for painting quilt
patterns on old tobacco barns as a
means of drawing motorists off the new
highway that bypassed their town. Already a petroglyph fan who had painted the ancient patterns on her backyard
fence, she immediately saw the possibilities. A spinoff on the Grundy model
could lead to various artists placing
rock art motifs in Ridgecrest, linked by
a drivable tour.
She could foresee school field trips
and maybe bus tours. She, husband
Doug, and Harris Brokke, director of
Maturango Museum, became a committee named the Ridgecrest Rock Art
Tour. After visiting the Tehachapi Mural Project across the Sierra Nevada for
inspiration, they presented the concept
to the Arts Council in April 2008. Mayor Dan Clark got behind them enthusiastically. The Arts Council endorsed
them.
The committee began to work with
local artists, arranging in June 2008
for Olaf Doud to chip petroglyph designs into a boulder provided by the
BLM (Bureau of Land Management).
Today it sits in front of the Historical
Society of the Upper Mojave Desert
(HSUMD) headquarters on West
Ridgecrest Boulevard. Then Doud went
next door to do his magic on the existing boulder at the Health Department.
In September 2009, he did two boulders for a City Sculpture Garden at
Ridgecrest City Hall. Meanwhile, Scott
Sayre included a petroglyph picture for
his mural inside the HSUMD building;
Maturango Museum had full-sized petroglyphs in their garden; and sculptor
Skip Gorman placed pieces at several
Ridgecrest locations.
The committee had grown by 2011.
In 2013, with an eye on expansion

RACVB STAFF PHOTO

plans for Leroy Jackson Park, Doug
Lueck and Harris Brokke approached
the county about including petroglyph
art. County Supervisor Mick Gleason
agreed. For the “Petroglyph Challenge,”
Nick Null volunteered his services to
paint designs on businesses and storefronts in exchange for donations to the
Animal Shelter. When organizations
had rock drawings painted on their
walls, the RACVB listed them in guides
and other publications.
By November 14-15, 2014, Ridgecrest
had expanded the petroglyph theme
into a full-scale event. Groupon listed
the first Ridgecrest Petroglyph Festival
as one of the 10 moist unique autumn
festivals in the country, and attendance
exceeded expectations. The crowd

numbered easily 10,000, with arrivals
not only from all over California and
the US, but also Russia and France.
Among the highlights, the city opened
and dedicated the long-awaited Petroglyph Park, with pieces by Olaf Doud.
The following year, petroglyphic median art cropped up on China Lake
Boulevard and with one more on
Ridgecrest Boulevard.
In 2016, Don McCauley’s Public Petroglyph Paintings appeared on service
boxes, with subjects such as “Coso
Family Welcome” and “Medicine
Woman Healing.” In “Bighorn Sheepdog Training” at South China Lake
Blvd and California Avenue at the entrance to Kerr McGee Community Center, McCauley comments, “Here we find

graphic humor with sheepdogs in
training, all excited by the bighorn
sheep jumping petroglyph canyon walls
above them.” The depiction at the
Downs and Drummond intersection,
“Coso Stoics,” takes off on Grant Wood’s
“American Gothic.” The figures, like
Wood’s man and woman in the famous
masterpiece, “with all their strengths
and weakness, represent survivors.”
From a few boulders on West Ridgecrest Boulevard to paintings on the
walls of buildings to a festival, a new
park, median art, and service boxes,
Meris Lueck’s gem of an idea has more
than come to fruition. Anyone can
guess what the future may hold. Rock
on!
❖
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Step Back into Long Ago:
What are the Petroglyphs?
RIDGECREST AREA CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU

S

tanding vigil as they have since time immemorial, the petroglyphs of California’s Coso Range represent the richest collection of Native American
rock art in the Western Hemisphere. The Coso Mountains rise to an altitude of about 5,000 feet from a remote area between Death Valley and the Sierra
Nevada, where the Mojave and Great Basin deserts converge. The largest concentration occupies two canyons, Black Canyon (or Big Petroglyph Canyon) and
Renegade Canyon
(or Little Petroglyph Canyon).
Many thousands
upon many thousands of these petroglyphs remain
three hours northeast of Los Angeles
in secluded
canyons, gorges,
and plateaus of the
Naval Air Weapons
Station (NAWS).
These awe-inspiring examples of
narrative and spiritual artistry sit safely within the confines of the base.
Perhaps as early
as 16,000 years ago
and as recently as
the 1800s (and the
rare instance,
1900s) – from Paleoindian times to essentially the present – hunter-gatherers carved, engraved, pecked, and
abraded designs in
the basalt boulders
and cliff walls. These creators achieved the striking effect by using their tools to
remove the dark outer layer of varnish, or patina, primarily manganese, that
coats the rocks, exposing the lighter surface underneath. They left images of
bighorn sheep, snakes, lizards, and the animals that populated their lives, anthropomorphic beings with bird heads and other features, shamen, weapons such
as bows and arrows, atlatls (spear-throwers), spirals, circles, and various motifs.
Opinions contrast as to the purposes intended for the art, perhaps as tokens of
hunting magic, symbols commemorating vision quests, depictions of rituals and
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rites of passage, boundaries to set off territories and clans, efforts to improve the
abundance of game and success of a hunting expedition, and stories to transmit
traditions and lore. The occasional unexpected cowboy, vehicle, and even “E-MC
square” clearly have their roots in the last century or so.
The Navy established residence in 1943, initially cutting off public access. The
Navy has since eased restrictions. Later, the site became the Coso Rock Art National Historic Landmark. “NHL” is the federal government’s highest designation
to identify and preserve significant historic and prehistoric places. National Historic Landmarks are controlled and regulated by federal law. The landmark was
dedicated jointly
by the Navy and
the National Park
Service in 2005.
Today, the public
can visit Little Petroglyph Canyon by
arrangement
through Maturango Museum
(www.maturango.org/petroglyphtours/ ) on limited
days, and must apply in advance.
Tours, conducted
exclusively by
Navy-approved
guides, fill up
quickly.
You owe it to
yourself to see the
petroglyphs, but
you won’t drive up
and breeze in.
Both because of
their location on
military property
and also to safeguard these priceless treasures, visiPHOTO BY CHERYL MCDONALD
tors must give
their full names
and vital statistics; show photo IDs on arrival; and allow inspection of their vehicles and belongings if requested. Participants stay with the group, with their
binoculars and cameras locked up until pulling into the canyon’s parking lot. Do
you get the impression that everything is fully protected, from bits of artifacts to
obsidian chips, to vegetation, critters scurrying about, and art?
Yet the prize more than justifies the pesky logistics. A sort of outdoor-in-theraw gallery. Breathtaking. Overwhelming. Eye-popping. And very, very old.
❖

RAM DANCERS
SHARE ANCIENT
NATIVE TRADITIONS

Terry Goedel will perform intricate traditional hoop
dancing at this year’s Ridgecrest Petroglyph Festival.
PHOTO: CHERYL MCDONALD/RACVB
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5TH ANNUAL RIDGECREST
PETROGLYPH FESTIVAL
CELEBRATES NATIVE AMERICANS
World–renowned performers will provide the
unique atmosphere and sounds of the area’s largest
celebration of Native American culture in November.

T

he city of Ridgecrest will hold the ﬁfth
annual festival celebrating the area’s
historic Native American petroglyphs on
November 3-4, 2018. Just over an hour
north of Lancaster, and east of Bakersﬁeld, The
Coso mountain range is home to over 100,000
petroglyphs, or Native American rock carvings, are
the largest collection in the western hemisphere.
Located adjacent to the city of Ridgecrest, the
10,000 year-old carvings covers the walls of Little
Petroglyph Canyon. The festival hours for the 2018
Petroglyph Festival will be Saturday, November 3
from 10AM-5PM, and Sunday, November 4 from
10AM-4PM.
In addition to tours of the petroglyphs, the
festival features a street fair with Native American
and traditional vendors, live music and dance
performances, a speaker series, a farmers market, a
beer garden, BLM burros, the Honor-A-Veteran Car
and Bike Show, and fun for the whole family.

The Ridgecrest Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau (RACVB) is currently accepting
applications for those interested in participating
as a vendor for the festival. Applications are
available through the RACVB Ofﬁce as well as the
festival website, rpfestival.com, and interested
parties are encouraged to reach out at their
earliest convenience to secure space. This year,
vendors will be located near the Maturango
Museum, and a limited number of spaces remain
available. All applications must be turned in to
the RACVB Ofﬁce by October 19, 2018.
Tours of the petroglyphs have sold out
in previous years, and are currently available
with reservations made through Ridgecrest’s
Maturango Museum. As the largest single
landholding in the country of the US Navy,
Ridgecrest’s China Lake has kept the petroglyphs
housed inside in pristine and original condition.
The museum offers shortened tours with
transportation during the festival dates. Due to
demand and stringent security measures of the
base, those who are interested in tours are urged
to make reservations immediately.
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assed down by elders for generations,
the cultural dances, music and art of
Native American tribes still resonate
today and provide a rare glimpse of an
ancient tradition.
The Havasupai Guardians of the Grand
Canyon Ram Dancers, perform in traditional
ram dress representing the bighorn sheep
that wander their ancestral lands. The
bighorn sheep is an integral ﬁgure to the
Havasupai, as he protects all who inhabit the
Grand Canyon.
One of the elder ram dancers tells a story
of one of their own tribal warriors, a young
man who grew tired of life in his village
and traveled far into the canyon. The young
warrior was gone for many days, and the
people of the village got worried and looked
for him. They found him in a cave lying next
to a bighorn sheep, and they brought him
back to the village. The young man was not
content, though, and he left again many
times, only to be found in the same place,
among the bighorn sheep.“They noticed he
began changing,” said the storyteller, “his hair
was braided and coiled like the horns of the
ram and he now had fur and hooves. When he
saw the villagers coming, he ran away with
the herd, leaving the people behind. He was
satisﬁed with what he had become.”
The Havasupai people, when they sing the
song and dance the ram dance, are saying
that we are going to regain everything that
was taken from us,” he said. “It is a hope that
everything we lost will be brought back
one of these days.”While the dances are an
entertaining and educational experience
for visitors, they offer a view into the beliefs
and legends of this tribe. The members of
the group performing at the Ridgecrest
Petroglyph Festival are among the few living
Ram dancers in the world.

The Havasupai Guardians of the Grand Canyon Ram Dancers dressed in traditional
dress representing the bighorn sheep that wander their ancestral lands.
Photo: Erin Owensby

The Petroglyph Artists, Ancient and Modern
RIDGECREST AREA CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU

Olaf Doud

The ancient artists

As far back as Paleoindian times, the hunter-gatherer people who inhabited this
region recorded their voices on stone. They employed both petroglyphs and pictographs, although chiefly petroglyphs created by cutting into rock. Pictographs
rely on paint or dry pigments. Three pictographs await the intrepid seekers in
sheltered locations in Little Petroglyph Canyon.
Artist Don McCauley observes, “Our Coso Paleo Native Americans had our
brain power. Their ancient expressions in rock are evidence they too hoped to
bring some order to the otherwise chaos of human record.” Gifted champions of
their culture have spoken through the ages by chipping images in basalt rock.
Contemporary artists Milton K. Burford, Olaf Doud, Skip Gorman, Don McCauley, Nick Null, and Mike Youngblood have heard them loud and clear.

PHOTO BY CHERYL MCDONALD
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Milton K. Burford

Milt Burford graduated 1962 in Mechanical Engineering from the Missouri
School of Mines and Metallurgy. His career at the Naval Air Warfare Center,
Weapons Division, spanned 37 years, where he held positions as a project engineer, program manager, head of two divisions, head of two departments, and retired in 1998 as Director of Corporate Operations.
His metal work began with the development and construction of custom-made
knives, followed by the design and fabrication of silver jewelry after the Hopi Indian style. In 2003, he began designing and building steel silhouette statues. His
concentration in this area has been in replicating the petroglyph art found in the
Coso Mountain region on the North Ranges at China Lake.
He has donated his steel art for placement on Maturango Museum grounds, for
sale at their auctions and other events, to generate operating revenue, and for use
as awards to deserving volunteers. Presently the museum has situated on their
property, and sold at their auctions or to Kern County, over 40 such statues. Over
30 statues of various sizes up to over 10 feet in height are currently on public display around Ridgecrest including the median art piece “The Cat and the Kittens.”

Olaf Doud has chalked, flaked, and shaped art for over 30 years. He uses rock,
clay, and local petroglyph designs. He makes bookends and other objects from the
rock and double-matted, framed wall hangings from the clay. He was known for
his petroglyphic interpretations when the RACVB (Ridgecrest Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau) recruited him to help launch the city’s then-new petroglyph public art project. He chipped a boulder in front of the Historic USO Building on
West Ridgecrest Boulevard, unleashing a force of nature. The idea took off. Since
then, he has created the series of petroglyph rock art for Ridgecrest’s Petroglyph
Park between China Lake Boulevard and Leroy Jackson Park.
Describing his process, he has explained, “First, I find the image that I want
from the Rock Art Drawings of the Coso Range, a book by Campbell Grant, James
W. Baird and J. Kenneth Pringle. I try to copy them. I can’t copy them exactly because I’m making them larger. Once I have the image, I’ll chalk it in, then I chip.
Once I get the outline there, then I’ll chip in the circles.”

J.P. “Skip” Gorman
A Vietnam veteran and a retired electronics engineer, “Skip” Gorman took up
metal art after putting in a full career at the Naval Air Weapons Center, China
Lake. He owns and operates “J. P. Gorman LLC” in Ridgecrest. The sheet metal
and welding shop specializes in large metal art often utilizing recycled material.
He tries to keep regular working hours there and welcomes visitors. His pieces include the “cliff goats” around town and the petroglyph tribute “Hunting Magic”
stationed outside the Ridgecrest Area Convention & Visitors Bureau on China
Lake Boulevard, and his unique works constructed from horseshoes have earned
high praise from a growing legion of fans. Ingenious as only a true visionary could
be, at the invitation of the Ridge Project, he even devised a fitting to keep ravens
from plaguing the trash receptacles on Balsam Street. He came up with a fowl-deterring tube attached to a lid with – what else? – petroglyphs carved on it. He also
writes a weekly editorial in the local newspaper, the Daily Independent.
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Don McCauley

Gladys Merrick Garden at Maturango Museum

Don McCauley cites
for inspiration the
“nearby Paleo Native
American Coso petroglyphs found in the
Coso Mountains 30
miles north of Ridgecrest” as well as desert
adventure his children had.
His art further
beautifies much of
Ridgecrest on sidewalks and at intersections. “Prior to our
Second Annual
Ridgecrest Petroglyph
PHOTO BY CHERYL MCDONALD
Festival in 2015,” he
reflects, “my wife Judy
and I were asked by Meris and Doug Lueck to spruce up and paint petroglyphs on
the 10 Ridgecrest City service boxes. At first I balked at their suggestion, since I
hadn’t painted for 33 years. But my kids said, ‘Dad, it’d be great to give back to the
city.’”
He adds, “If there’s one takeaway from [my work], I’d like it to be an art making
process I often use in painting: Choose an experience, or it chooses you, either real
or imagined. Have an emotional reaction to that experience. Think about your
emotions and form a viewpoint. Everyone, artist or not, creates viewpoints. The
artist however takes the viewpoint forward two more steps: The artist gives time,
energy, desire and persistence, finding what is expressible about this specific viewpoint. Having found what is expressible, the artist expresses it in dance, painting,
poetry, sculpture, writing, acting, music, etc.”

Thanks to a grant from the Indian Wells Valley Water District, the museum has
planted xerriscape garden of both native and nonnative vegetation. Scattered
throughout, sculptural pieces grace the landscaping. Milt Burford fashioned large
metal shamen and sheep based on petroglpyhic iconography. Mike Youngblood
made others of the shamen.

Nick Null

PHOTO BY CHERYL MCDONALD
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Early on when
Ridgecrest first decided to celebrate Native
American rock art heritage, and RACVB approached Nick Null to
decorate community
buildings with petroglyph-style line drawings. He generously
agreed to paint the figures on any structure
in town in exchange
for donations to the
Animal Shelter. As his
work gained in popularity, his authentic Indian-Wells-Valley-inspired interpretations
went up all over.

Ridgecrest’s Median Art

You can hardly miss the display of evocative and in spots
whimsical black metal art that
runs down the center of China
Like Boulevard and one onto
Ridgecrest Boulevard.
Contributing artists: Milton
K. Burford, Olaf Doud, and
“Skip” Gorman. John and
RACVB STAFF PHOTO Suzette Caufield did the cut
RACVB STAFF PHOTO
steel petroglyphic additions to
some of the Olaf Doud median art for the Ridgecrest Regional Hospital.

Petroglyph Park

A new generation of petroglyphs occupy the roughly 12-acre field near Leroy
Jackson Park. The park facilitates self-guided tours of petroglyph history for visitors unable to see the originals at Little Petroglyph Canyons. The pieces take three
forms: petroglyphs (petroglyph meaning carving in rock), pictographs (paintings),
and geoglyphs
(rock alignments).
Olaf Doud developed the rock art
tribute for the inaugural Ridgecrest
Petroglyph Festival
in 2014, employing
hand-picked stone
and, primarily,
tools consistent
with those the Ancient Ones used.
He chalked and
chipped representations based on
Coso petroglyphs,
giving on-site public demonstrations.
Thunderbird.
RACVB STAFF PHOTO
Shaman. Spiral. So
much more. With
the overall plan to have 31 boulders over time, he aimed for and finished about
half by the November ribbon-cutting.
Steel statues by Milt Burford accompany the rock art, as do a series of instructive markers, walking path, and an abundance of brilliantly-colored blooms during wildflower season.
❖

Climbing,
Community,
and Brews
The Highball Craggin’
Classic returns to
Bishop for an actionpacked weekend
BY ANDREW SALMI
The Daily Independent

A

MARIA LY VIA WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

A climber climbs a
rock near Bishop. The
American Alpine Club
will once again host
its Highball Craggin’
Classic the first
weekend of November
in Bishop.

s 2018 is already wrapping up with the
first weekend of November rapidly approaching, the American Alpine Club will
be heading to Bishop to host its annual Fall
Highball Craggin’ Classic climbing festival for
the 11th year.
Beginning Friday evening on Nov. 2, the threeday festival is considered to be one of the truest
celebrations of climbing and community in the
Eastern Sierra region.
Over the last decade, the event has gradually
grown in popularity across the country to include feature films, slideshows, climbing clinics
and classes hosted by experts, games, gear, as
well as local beer for people 21-and-over from
nearby June Lake Brewing and Sufferfest Beers.
“This year we will feature Adventure Film
Fest, a special presentation about big wall climbing in Iran by Black Diamond Athlete Kate
Rutherford, stewardship projects, and climbing
clinics to teach you new skills,” the American
Alpine Club said on its official website.
On Friday, Nov. 2, following Adventure Film
Fest at Bishop Twin Theatre, Craggin’ Classic attendees will be open to an after-party to help
kick off their weekend hosted by June Lake
Brewing that will be held across the street.
Throughout Fall of 2018, the American Alpine
Club has brought the Craggin’ Classic to many
beautiful sites across the United States in Oregon (Smith Rock State Park), West Virginia
(New River Gorge), New Hampshire (Rumney),
Wisconsin (Devil’s Lake), Colorado (Shelf Road),
Utah (Moab), and finally wrapping up in California with the Bishop Craggin’ Classic.
With yet another year in Bishop, the Craggin’
Classic will offer plenty of opportunities for
climbers of all skill levels to better their craft and
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have a great time with fellow attendees.
“The best way to fine-tune your technique or educate yourself on rescue and ropes skills is to take a class from an expert,” the American
Alpine Club said. “Sign up for a clinic taught by professional climbing
athletes and local climbing guides and open yourself to new possibilities,
whether that is harder grades, new terrain, or a different style of climbing.”
Doug Robinson, who has roughly 55 years of climbing experience under his belt and is considered to be the father of clean climbing, will be
one of the experts in charge of one of the handful of clinics held on Saturday at Smoke’s Rock Course.
“We can’t let this thing die out because this is really too cool,” Robinson
said in November of 2017 via Mammoth Media Productions. “It’s a
unique form of mountaineering that you’re going to see today, and you’re
going to love it.”
General weekend passes, which cost $35, do not include access to the
handful of clinics but will get each guest an AAC trucker hat and Klean
Kanteen pint cup, free beers for guests 21-and-over, entrance into the
Friday showing of Adventure Film Fest at the Bishop Twin Theatre, and
the June Lake Brewery after-party, entrance to Saturday evening’s
Downtown Climber Party with Mountain Rambler Brewery, and entrance to the Kate Rutherford Slideshow.
Clinic registration, which costs $70, is hosted by Sierra Mountain
Guides and offers an array of clinics taught by climbing experts. Current
American Alpine Club members will receive a discount of 10 percent off
of their registration.
More information and an extensive schedule can be found online at
www.americanalpineclub.org/bishop-cc.
❖
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A climber bouldering in
Bishop, a popular rock
climbing destination.
Bouldering is a climbing
sport characterized by
the climber using no
tools whatsoever. The
American Alpine Club
will once again host its
Highball Craggin’ Classic
the first weekend of
November in Bishop.

om
tca.c
cres
ridge
www.

holds
Coso
Cerroal camp
annu TRA, B1

ty
Coun
Kern ces
n
adva dwater
n
grou rity
o
auth K
$500 RNWELL

RTSX

SPO

TOS,
PHO

CK BA iter
m
BY JA Staff Wr restca.co
gec

rid
ell@
off an
stem h flow,
er to
cas
In ord rtfall of ard of Su sho
an
Bo
other County esday un a
Kern sors on Tuth or ize d the
pervi sly au vance to lle y
im ou ,000 ad lls Va y.
$500 n We Authorit nc e
In dia ndwater ty ad va one
Grou e co un ond such rity
Th the sec r autho
en
marks undwate in sevauthe grorec eiv e first was ter
wi ll s; the IWV Wa for
monthed by the cember
thorizict in Des.
ty
Distr r reason ty De puOfe
ila
un
tiv
sim rn Co
o
tra
Ke Adminis sen, wh
ten
for
ty
CounAlan Chris port staff rity,
ficer
s as sup r autho fore
also act undwateitem be
the gro ted the esday. age
Tu
presen ard on the pack th
the bo noted ces for bo
van
He
ad
A5
es
NCE,
provid
ADVA

jbarnw

Ms
TEA mp
S
s
d
r
ca
’ Lizasummer
n
i
p
a
ch
Le d with
to tea er
aims
m
a
esday, over sum
e
n
d
h
e
a
sW
ath
NDENT
EPE
ILY IND a focus
/DA
th
NWELL y, wi
K BAR
esda
BY JAC Wedn

ards
in' Liz
Leap 23.
ly
sert
h De and Ju
by Hig
ly 16
held
of Ju
camp weeks
the

at the

TOS
on
PHO
nter
e Ce
McGe
Kerr

Your Local 24/7 News Source
Print, Web, or Mobile

SEE

s
order
State ids on
b
new lance
ambu e in
ic
serv of Kern
parts
LD
FIE
KERS AN
NI
E BA

OR
TH
e,
CALIF
Mojav
City, Was co
rnia
t
d
Califo res t an differen
ice
to
ec
se rv a
Ri dg switch
of
could lan ce a result
te
am buiders as by the staerprov t decisioneeing em
recen cy overs ser vices.eragen y medical nia Em ce s
or
rvi
genc e Ca lif
l Se Ke rn
Th Med ica
red
y
new
de
ge nc cy or ry out a
g
bid dinat
Ag en ty to car
Coun eti tiv e mine wh
amco mp s to deterdeliver arprocesany will es to the
comp ce servic
lan
cis ion
bu
’s de gest
eas. l EM SA nty’s lar ice s
rv
Ca the cou
se
ce
s
mean lan ce Ambulan
e its
am bu er, Hall uld los
providce Inc., co
- Servi
E, A5
ral na
LANC
gene saw.
AMBU
SEE
on the the y
testedof what
NDENT
M, A5
INDEPE
ture

sic and m
foren
s
es on ering, art
e
focus
ram ch, engin
g
ro
P
, te
e
c
n
scie

EAM
the STmps are
ate in o ca
rticip next tw
nts pa The
Stude ensics.
on for

l
schoo
after- tw o
, the ov ide s ciFierrora m pr EA M (S gipr og s of ST log y, En thho ur Techno and Ma for
ence, ng, Ar ts tiv iti es ek
eri
ac ys a we
ne
cs)
ell@
ati
ng
e da e Cenjbarnw
me eti e em dents fiv McGe
stu
Kerr
ba ck rr McGe
s to
Th e the Ke Ce nt er at the
s wa e
th
of
of
of thi
.
room un ity e sce ne es- ter he goal M to th e
“T
EA rin g
Co mmd as thrk Wedn
id .
g ST
du
br in un ity er ro sa ser ve sics wo .
me
Fi
mm
foren rning ts were tak e co mm er,” s-on, so ving
mo
day gerprin dusted, tird, su ’s all hand s are ha
.”
kid
ine
Fin
“It
rning year,
rfaces exam ces
ng the
en, su marks substan pe thi while lea school an
track various microsco il- fun ring theards offers M
EA
Du
15
and ned via ted by ch
in’ Liz ol STera tes
ILY
STEA
given y
n at
ap
/DA
mi
ho
SEE
Le
exa conduc
ernoo e
were w a travNWELL
er -sc th at op r, and
led
nts
K BAR day aft a fre
co
sta— all .
hu dd rk- aftog ram rn, Falle nt ar y
stude ds to vie
BY JAC dnes
fore an d
held an ob
TOS
We
on
ed
dren ou ps
t wo gh pr Inyoke ele me d the
emy
and
PHO
ms be
style Acad s provid involvesiferen
ou
sons ity. sec l of ite em ag ain
Gr
at ce
t
se in ment
he
d dif ng thr ng
eff d
tiv
rro sai ra cts
ful
y les
er
exercite Move n. Coaca sport tha
an
most
bular ba sed ac sd ay ’s er in g th
arounns, peeri pe, dusti r- Pi ools. Fie co nt nd s
tio
voca
test, rolling own
ini
some
is
Sa
statio crosco r fin ge to sch np ro fit
rra strict me mo ry-g Wed neple, the
cute y as Inf monstra
rkour in the fasinging, d their
fo
mi
Sie
exe
rs
Pa
de
no
.
Di
rar
for
am
h
the tab les toy ca
ren
ing
y
Du rin for ex
sport uipment ping, sw es to aden gym
hool ograms.
ro ug
child anch Liberunn
th e s, using rks on clagh th ified Sc
pr
rn- session,
up ofcrest Br and fre ers on thetive eqning, jum n decid and op nfinitethe
mo
gro
int
ma
Hi
Un
sis
rso
e
ide
es
A
pr
int
ur
w.i
ge
as
run
pe
tir
s’
th e
prov said the off with
parko some powithout olves when a ers cours e at ww
the Rid
create rt of in’ Lizarder to
inv
d
lin
s-on
s
y
off
Fierro lly starts
hand urse anobstacle usually into pla ademy t, and on
as pa t Leap
ua
su mm
ing us
cle co oming ssible. It comes ment Ac m Stree
Deser an nu al
an ny
overc way po erunningte Move 5 Balsa
M
th ird .
to
cient ing. Fre le. Infini d at 21
campco rd ing
locate m/.
l sty
vault
Ac
LL
RNWE
CK BA iter
m
BY JA Staff Wr restca.co
ridgec

our
Park

at th

Today
102/69

ary
e libr

row
Tomor
100/71

is
na
perso els and demy.co
all levmentaca
move

st
reca
Full Fo
rd
Reco

A2
A2

aries
Obitu
ts
Spor

A3
B1

ieds
Classif
Comics

16 OCTOBER 2018 SIERRA VIEWS

B3
B5

224 E Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-375-4481
www.ridgecrestca.com
m.ridgecrestca.com
facebook.com/thedailyindependent

Rollin’ with Russ and Lori: A new way to
Mammoth. Why drive when you can fly?
BY RUSS AND LORI TICE
For The Daily Independent

F

all colors are finally making
their way across our beautiful
high desert. After a significant
stretch of hot weather this summer,
these pleasant days and cooler
evenings are truly welcomed. Fall is
also a beautiful sight where Russ and
Lori roll quite frequently. Highway
395 is an old friend; we travel many
times a year to Truckee and beyond.
Russ and Lori have noticed many
improvements and upgrades to the entire Mammoth Mountain area. It’s certainly not too soon to be enjoying the
crisp mountain air and pleasant surroundings found on Mammoth Mountain. So, Russ and Lori have had travel
questions asked, with regard to Mammoth Mountain. Many readers have
family that lives in Orange, Los Angeles, Ventura, or other counties in
Southern California. Meeting family
or friends at Mammoth usually means
two cars, sometimes more. Well, we
may have a solution that is a true adventure.
How about a direct flight to Mammoth Lakes in a very short time?
Many folks are catching on to this. For
this winter season, flights are offered
from a few different venues. Some
folks just don’t care to drive the drive
to Mammoth and back. They fly up instead, take what they need, arrived
very relaxed, and have no long drive

NEWLY REMODELED &
READY TO SERVE YOU

PHOTO BY RUSS TICE

The fall colors are
coming out in the
Mammoth area now.

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

Watering Restrictions
per Ordinance 103
Days

Home of the Famous
Philly Cheese Steak Sandwich

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

1-760-384-4541

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

501 N. China Lake Blvd.

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

Ridgecrest, CA
Toni Rae Caraker
www.libertytax.com\13359
Smart # 661-771-3238

UNDERWAY
TS 2019 (TY2018)

CALL FOR HOURS
Year Round Service

GEARING UP FOR
TAX SCHOOL!

Serving Breakfast Lunch & Dinner
Open Daily 6AM-9PM
6303 Lake Isabella • 760-379-8770
(at the 4-way Stop)

Hours

979 W. Valley Blvd., Units 2 & 3
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone: (661) 822-0660 & 822-7513
Cell: (661) 428-3601 • Fax: (661) 822-7511
toni.caraker@yahoo.com

Months

8 pm - 8 am

April 1 - Oct 31

Anytime

Nov 1 - Feb 28

ALL Addresses

In March, transition from the anytime
hours schedule to the 8pm to 8am
schedule above

ALL Addresses

No watering on Mondays

ALL Addresses

Excessive water runoff onto pavement is prohibited

ALL Addresses

No watering within 48 hours of rainfall
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The fall colors are coming out in the Mammoth area now.

www.caseyssteaksbbq.com

home after a days-long adventure.
JetSuiteX is, indeed, a very, very
cool way to fly. No worries about a
long wait with this crew. JetSuiteX is
under the “public charter” designation.
JetSuiteX flights out of Orange County’s John Wayne Airport, as well as
Burbank. You only need arrive just
minutes early with no lines at their
very private terminal. Folks, this is
sweet!
Think about it. Take an approximately two-hour drive from the high
desert to Burbank or John Wayne Airport and you are done navigating.

C MINI MART S

Your Local Full
Service Facility

Join Us For A
Great Meal
HARDWARE • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL

Co
our dme visit
warerive-thru
hous
e!

760-446-8000 • 1337 N. China Lake Blvd.

ROSSROAD

We’re g our
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celeb r in businee
a
h
inc
54t ye
you s
ng
Servi 1964

• Gourmet Sauces
• Daily Specials
• Catering Service
• Full Bar

Mon-Fri 7-6, Sat & Sun 8-5

760-379-4631
4700 Lake Isabella Blvd., Lake Isabella
www.lmlumber.com
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Chester’s
Chicken
Inside
Crossroads
Mini Market
• Hunting, Fishing Licenses
• Boat Permits

155 & Lake Isabella Blvd
Lake Isabella
Call 760-379-8170 for info!

• Mortuary
• Cemetery
• Crematory

(760) 371-1376
216 S. Norma St.,
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

FD 1184

Start relaxing way earlier. Meeting
family at the JetSuiteX terminal is a
piece of cake. Nobody has a long drive.
There are some perks we found that
even more enhance the experience
with JetSuiteX. How about zero baggage fees for your snowboards or skis?
They do that for you. Even for a short
flight like this, legroom is important.
Business-class legroom is welcomed by
we tall folks, and they have that for
you. Snacks are gratis, drinks are offered in flight.
On Dec. 20, in just over two months,
service begins from both Burbank and
John Wayne Airports, and will be
available through April 7 of 2019. Service will be available on Sundays, Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Get your
ticket purchases at JetSuiteX.com.
Russ and Lori enjoy finding ways for
folks to have a new adventure, or even
enhance an adventure you may have
been doing for years. Flying to Mammoth is certainly one way to do that.
It’s possible to gain an entire day of
your adventure if you choose to fly
rather than drive.
We want to share some of the goings
on at Mammoth, how they are diligently making the mountain an even
better experience for all who travel
there. Have you ever gone on a sidecountry tour? To see that backside of
Mammoth Mountain, try to take this
three-hour tour. This might be a first
doing this, this year. Start at the Summit Gondola Station and end at the
Main Lodge.
If you dig that, you will also enjoy
their Introduction to Backcountry
Clinics, which are as much of an education as they are an adventure. PSIA
instructors give fantastic information,
and you will be touring with AMGA-

VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Mammoth Yosemite Airport, also known as Mammoth Lakes Airport, shortly (about 6-7 minutes) before sunrise, with the Sherwin
Range on left and Mammoth Mountain on right. New flights into Mammoth Yosemite Airport take the worry and stress out of getting
there.

certified guides. With trained professionals giving demonstrations, this is
really a fun and smart introduction to
backcountry touring.
At around $100 a trip on JetSuiteX,
that ain’t bad, considering the alterna-

tive of vehicle fuel costs and driving
time. Yes, the view driving is wonderful, but to see it from the air is a different adventure altogether. Be it in a car,
RV, or rollin’ on landing gear, whatever
gets you to your adventure is a part of

your adventure. Try flying to Mammoth; try this exciting way to have fun,
so Let’s Get Rollin’!
To contact Russ and Lori, email
them at Russ.Lori.Rollin@gmail.com.
❖

For All of Your
Automotive Needs

China Lake
(760) 375-4123
501 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.

US NAVAL MUSUEM OF ARMAMENT
AND TECHNOLOGY
Where America Comes For Defense

No More Electricity Bills
Just for you, Super Food &
Friendly, too!
We offer made-in-America Solar
World© Panels and SMA©
and Enphase© lnverters.

Kern County Small Businesswoman
of the Year 2010
11030 Kernville Rd., Kernville, CA

1-760-376-6131

Phone: 760-375-3118 • Fax: 760-375-3166
643 N. China Lake Blvd. Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
cordell.construction@yahoo.com

Highlighting the accomplishments in
weapon development created through
a unique military and civilian
partnership.Veterans from WWII,
Korea, Vietnam and recent middle
Eastern conflicts have used weapons
developed at the Naval Air Warfare
Center- Weapons Division, China Lake.

EXHIBITS & GIFT SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9AM-4PM
130 E. LAS FLORES AVE. • 760-677-2866
P.O. BOX 217, 93556 • CHINALAKEMUSEUM.ORG
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