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MISSOUR I SUPR EME COURT

31 vie for vacant seat
Big and varied pool of applicants apply for Teitelman spot

?
Draper

By the numbers
Out of the 31 applicants:
• 14 work in the private
sector
• 8 are from solo or smallfirm practices
• 12 are judges
• 2 are women
• 1 is a minority
• 12 are from Eastern District
counties
• 11 are from Southern
District counties
• 8 are from Western District
counties
Source: Appellate Judicial Commission;
Missouri Laweys Weekly
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By Scott Lauck

slauck@molawyersmedia.com

It’s a good thing the Appellate Judicial
Commission blocked out two days to interview
candidates for the Missouri Supreme Court: It’s
facing its largest slate of applicants in years.
The commission on Tuesday released a
list of 31 applicants who are seeking to fill
the vacancy left by the death last year of
Judge Richard B. Teitelman. Following public interviews on Feb. 28 and March 1, three
of them will be selected as finalists, giving Gov. Eric Greitens 60 days to pick one of
the three as his first high court appointee.
The applicant pool appears to be the largest for
a Supreme Court vacancy in at least 16 years,

the period that comprises the careers of the
court’s current members. Based on court records and interviews with former commissioners, the previous seven Supreme Court vacancies have drawn between 16 and 30 applicants,
with an average pool of about 21 attorneys.
The previously known high-water mark was
for the vacancy filled in 2007 by Judge Patricia
Breckenridge, which drew 30 applicants. In
contrast, the two most recent openings, which
went to Judges George W. Draper III and Paul
C. Wilson, drew just 13 and 18 applicants respectively. Considering that some people applied for both of those slots, there are more potential candidates for this opening than there
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Applicant pool a sign
of coming scrutiny
By Scott Lauck

slauck@molawyersmedia.com

The last time this many people applied for a
Missouri Supreme Court vacancy was nearly 10
years ago, when Missouri last had a Republican
governor. That’s probably not a coincidence.
The recently released list of 31 applicants for
the Supreme Court vacancy left by the death of
Judge Richard B. Teitelman includes a few familiar names of people who have applied for many
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Bar president encourages firms to take on implicit bias
Cutler begins Courageous
Collaboration initiative
By Jessica Shumaker

jshumaker@molaywersmedia.com

“What we’re supposed to do is run to what we’re
afraid of, and that’s where our escape is,” says Missouri Bar President Dana Tippin Cutler. “That’s kind of
what drives this whole Courageous Collaboration.”

The Missouri Bar has kicked off its efforts to engage Missouri law firms in
tough discussions about the impact of implicit bias in the legal profession.
On Jan. 27, Missouri Bar President Dana

Tippin Cutler laid out the ideas behind
the Bar’s Courageous Collaboration initiative at a CLE hosted by the Kansas City
Metropolitan Bar Association in Kansas
City.
Cutler pointed to an African proverb,
“Run to the Roar,” to set the stage for her
talk.
She explained that the phrase comes
from how lions hunt: an older, harmless
male lion will roar behind their prey, and
the prey will run away from the roar and

into lionesses ready to hunt.
“What we’re supposed to do is run to
what we’re afraid of, and that’s where
our escape is,” she said. “That’s kind
of what drives this whole Courageous
Collaboration. Whatever you think, think
the opposite.”
The initiative was one of Cutler’s goals
for her term as bar president. The idea
stems from a prior president’s diversity
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Rent dispute
Missouri Supreme Court
hears arguments in unpaid
rent case.
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Romance
writer
Lawyer finds new career
as a romance writer.
n Page 8

