
Casino: game over?
You know what they say

– it’s not over until Mike
Neel plays James Brown
into the mic during a city
council meeting. Or is it?
It is not entirely clear, but
it looks like the Timbisha
Shoshone casino project is
either dead in the water or
supremely stalled, de-
pending upon your point
of view.

A long year of casino
controversy came to an
abrupt end in December
when the Ridgecrest City
Council voted unanimous-
ly to terminate the land
sale agreement between
the city’s redevelopment
agency and Global Invest-
ment Enterprise Ridge-
crest, LLC for the piece of
property intended to be
used as a casino. The vote
was arguably a technical-
ity. The agreement essen-
tially timed out when the
buyer failed to provide
the funds for the purchase
by the deadline and the
property fell out of es-
crow. Still, council could
have chosen to extend the
escrow agreement but did
not do so.

The death of the land
sale was the latest and
possibly final skirmish in
the long-lasting casino
war. For an item that was
supposedly not under cur-
rent consideration, the
casino topic managed to
take up a lot of council
time. 

Earlier in the year, for-
mer NAWCWD com-
mander Mark Storch
made news by stating that
he was concerned a casino
by the front gate of the
base could be problemat-
ic in the event of an up-
coming BRAC process.
Comments on the tribe’s
environmental process,
however, indicated that

the base apparently con-
sidered issues caused by
the casino as being able to
be mitigated.

Allegations of racism
again entered the fray,
when an email obtained
by the DI distributed
among casino opponents
contained racist refer-
ences to “injuns” and oth-
er offensive characteriza-
tions.

Casino opponents,
meanwhile, continued to
line up at council meet-
ings during public com-
ment to express their ob-
jections to the project.

The casino played a role
in November’s election
too (see the next story),
with mystery mailers
slamming Scott Hayman
(a casino opponent) inac-
curately and praising sup-
posedly pro-casino can-
didates who disavowed
any connection with the
Honesty PAC which sent
the mailers out.

In the end, it all came
down to land. The munic-
ipal services agreement
between the city of Ridge-
crest and the tribe re-
mains in effect, but with-
out the piece of property it
was attached to its power
is unclear. 

Election fallout
It was an ugly election.

By the time the city was
ready to welcome newly
elected council member
Loren Scott Hayman
along with re-elected in-
cumbents Mayor Peggy
Breeden and Councilman
Michael Mower, we had
all been through weeks
of allegations of Bakers-
field influence in Ridge-
crest politics, accusations
of overspending by Hay-
man and dishonest mail-
ers alleging bizarre claims
against Hayman – and
against the Daily Inde-
pendent.

Campaign finance pa-
perwork showed Hayman
did outspend the other
candidates by a large mar-
gin, but he kept within
the legal limits. Hayman
also came under fire for
having his paperwork in-
complete, but he immedi-
ately brought it up to date.

Adding to the ugliness
was a series of mystery
mailers from an organiza-
tion known as Honesty
PAC. These slammed
Hayman as a puppet of
Martin (complete with lu-
dicrous illustration), and
misquoted the DI for good
measure. Other mailings

from the same group sup-
ported council candidates
Michael Mower and
Reese Hogg III. The only
problem is that Mower
and Hogg disavow any
connection with the Hon-
esty PAC and say they did
not ask for the support. 

And in another elec-
tion-related issue, Scott
Leahy has a potential law-
suit against Martin work-
ing its way through the
courts – alleging that
Martin does not live with-
in city limits and asking
he be removed from office
as a remedy. Martin de-
nies the allegations. It’s
too soon to say who the
courts will side with, but
this is another example
of the long-term effects of
a previous election. 

In the end, the fallout
from the November elec-
tion calmed down. De-
parting Councilman Ed-
die Thomas was given an
emotional send-off.  Bree-
den, Mower and Hayman
were sworn in. The city
got back to business with
committee appointments
and routine matters at
council meetings. It is too
soon to say just when and
how the dust will all settle,
but you can be sure the

Daily Independent will be
there to report on all of
their antics (good, bad
and otherwise) in the up-
coming year.

‘Where’s the splash
pad?’

During the 1980s there
was a catch phrase that
was repeated endlessly:
“Where’s the beef?” It was
originally part of a
Wendy’s commercial, but
soon came to represent
any situation in which the
full truth or substance
had yet to be revealed.

Ridgecrest in 2018
coined its own similar
phrase: “Where’s the
splash pad?” This has
come to represent all the
city plans and projects
that while much touted,
have yet to come to
fruition.

Let’s start with the
splash pad itself. Origi-
nally promoted by then
Councilwoman Lindsey
Stephens, the splash pad
was supposedly going to
help fill the gap left by the
unpopular closure of the
community’s beloved Pin-
ney Pool.

The only problem is
that deadlines have
slipped by and the Splash

Pad is not yet open. Ru-
mors fly as to why and
council has offered only
partial explanations for
the delays.

Then there is the fact
that fall road repairs were
delayed because of a deci-
sion by council, who vot-
ed 4-1 against awarding a
million dollar sole source
contract for fiber seal
maintenance work in Sep-
tember, causing the can-
cellation of an extensive
list of heavy maintenance
street projects scheduled
to begin in October. Mow-
er was the lone yes vote,
saying he would like to see
the work get started.

Stephens (who earlier
successfully convinced
council to add a slurry
seal machine to the city
budget), spoke out with
concerns on the idea.

“It seems like we are
overpaying, like by a lot,
for this project,” she said.
Stephens, Breeden, Mar-
tin and Thomas also vot-
ed against awarding the
contract.

Council voted fair and
square, but the delay of
the streets projects may
frustrate some residents.
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2018: A YEAR IN REVIEW
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Ridgecrest City Councilman Mike Mower, Mayor Peggy Breeden, and Councilman Loren Scott Hayman are sworn into the council on
Dec. 5.

DAILY INDEPENDENT FILE PHOTO
Ghulam Din, left, makes a presentation on the porch of the Rand Communities
Water District building on Sept. 28.
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Coyotes have been roaming around Ridgecrest as of late, which became a
topic talked about frequently in 2018.
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Casinos, coyotes and
lawsuits, oh my –
2018 was an event-
ful year in Ridge-
crest. From the end
of the casino contro-
versy (or perhaps
not) to allegations
over the appropriate
residences of both
Wallace Martin and
the pack of unwel-
come coyotes roam-
ing the town, it was
a year to remember.
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“Be at war with your
vices, at peace with your
neighbors, and let every
year find you a better
man.”

– Benjamin Franklin

“Nothing changes on
New Year’s Day.”

– U2

As you are reading
this, 2018 will be
behind us. It will

be a new date on the cal-
endar, but the same world
otherwise.

The necessity of mark-
ing a new year with a new
number, while necessary,
seems a little arbitrary.
Even stranger is the idea

that by incrementing the
number on the calendar,
checkbook, datebook, or
social media, we are
changing something fun-
damental about ourselves.
Obviously we don’t. We
haul our prior selves’ bag-
gage with us right into
the new year.

I usually don’t make
resolutions, for the obvi-
ous reason: there is less to
feel bad about when I in-
evitably break them. One
time I happened to join a
well-known weight loss
program around the end
of a calendar year and it
was embarrassing be-
cause all the new mem-
bers were obviously moti-

vated by a year-end desire
to improve themselves. I
like to be original and not
another cliché.

Of course, New Year’s
celebrations are another
matter. This is a question
of marking a special event
with a sort of ritual, which
makes all kinds of sense
to me. According to

CountryLiving.com, pre-
vious generations took
the new year more seri-
ously than we do – or at
least they celebrated with
more style. Country Liv-
ing’s photographic re-
search indicates that fam-
ilies of the past dressed up
more for all the holidays –
especially ringing in the
New Year.

Other traditions, of
course, include counting
down the clock, honking
horns at midnight, a
champagne toast and the
traditional midnight kiss
– although that one may
be in short supply this
year as people ponder is-
sues of consent.

Black-eyed peas, ham,
collard greens and corn
bread are considered a
good luck meal for the
new year. Country Living
goes into this menu as
well, but I already knew

this. My mom makes
pretty much this exact
meal every Jan. 1.

This brings me to a per-
sonal gripe, a pet peeve if
you will. It always bothers
me when the television
coverage of New Year’s
celebrations is not live for
the West Coast. Yes, I get
it. If you are watching the
big ball drop in Times
Square that happens at
midnight eastern time,
which is of course 9 p.m.
here. But I have noticed
that frequently even L.A.
events are filmed and
timed to coincide with
Eastern rather than Pacif-
ic time. I know it seems
trivial but it makes me
grumpy. I am supersti-
tious enough to think the
magic is in watching the
countdown live.

Overall, though, the
New Year is an appropri-
ate time for good wishes

and gratitude. I would
like to wish the best to all
everyone in Ridgecrest
and beyond in the up-
coming year. Thank you
for reading my column,
thanks for your com-
ments and your good
wishes. 

And good luck with
your resolutions. I hope
you keep them if that is
what you want to do. Just
don’t look for me to be
starting a new diet until at
least February.

– Jessica Weston is an
award-winning columnist
and the city editor for The
Daily Independent. She
can be reached at  jwest-
on@ridgecrestca.com

•••
The views expressed

are those of the colum-
nist and do not neces-

sarily represent the offi-
cial stance of the Daily

Independent. 

And then there are
those pesky coyotes. Packs
of them are reportedly
roaming city streets. The
city’s lack of ability to do
much about them has
people confused and lin-
ing up to ask for solu-
tions. Even the California
Department of Fish and
Game offers only sugges-
tions not to feed the ani-
mals and to secure house-
hold pets. Coyotes are not
a protected species, so
hunting them is legal as
long as the gun is not dis-
charged within city limits.

No one seems to think
this is a good solution,
however.

Rand Water District’s
highs and lows

Rand Communities Wa-
ter District has had a
handful of ups and downs
— mostly downs — in
2018.

However, things are
looking up for RCWD in
2019 as the board moves
closer and closer to com-

pleting its Grand Jury rec-
ommendations.

It all started when the
Grand Jury report high-
lighted all of the wrongdo-
ings and poor business
practices happening with-
in the water district. Cit-
izens from Randsburg,
Red Mountain and Jo-
hannesburg filed a citi-
zens complaint to the
Kern County Grand Jury
that led to an investigation
of the complaints.

The Grand Jury found
that RCWD had violated
the Brown Act, not in-
forming the public of a
“porch meeting”, and also
trying to elect a new sec-
retary all in one night.

The report detailed the
operations of the RCWD,
including the lack of pa-
perwork showing income
and expenditures, docu-
ments from 2016-2018
were removed, and a
number of missing checks.
The report also showed
that the district was rely-
ing on grants to stay sol-
vent.

The previous board
members were unaware
of a $3.2 million grant

that was available, and
one board member boast-
ed to the Grand Jury that
he had never paid for his
water because he used
his neighbors’. 

All of that seems to be
behind RCWD. The
board had elected three
new members, and
amongst those three
members, one is now the
president and another the
vice president. They have
managed to mark off a
number of items on the
Grand Jury recommen-
dations, including most
recently the posting of a
General Manager posi-
tion.

Though there are still
some disagreements, the
majority of the board is
trying to get the list com-
pleted. It has almost been
one month since the re-
port was published, leav-
ing RCWD with around
90 days to complete the
list.

RCWD has gone
through a lot and it will
have to continue to work
together in order to com-
plete the rest of the rec-
ommendations. 

2019
Desert Empire Fairgrounds

& Event Center
520 S. Richmond Rd.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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Your Local Events Center
Schedule Your Event
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(760) 375-6900
100. E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA

www.maturango.org
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Maturango MuseumMaturango Museum
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Happy NewYear
from
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News
Tuesday, January 1, 2019  www.ridgecrestca.com   A3

QUESTIONS? Contact Managing Editor 
Christopher Livingston at 375-4481 x111 or at
clivingston@ridgecrestca.com

Another New Year’s Day

JESSICA WESTON

TUESDAY MORNING
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STAY TUNED: The Daily Independent’s Opinion
section, featuring submitted letters to the editor,
will return on Saturday, Jan. 5.
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ByDavidCrary
The Associated Press

The mass shooting at
a Parkland, Florida, high
school—whichkilled 17 stu-
dents and staff, and sparked
nationwide student-led
marches for gun control
— was the top news story
of 2018, according to The
Associated Press’ annual
poll ofU.S. editors andnews
directors.
The No. 2 story was the

investigation by special
counsel Robert Mueller into
whether Donald Trump’s
election campaign coordi-
nated with Russia. It was
one of several major stories
— in a year jam-packedwith
dramatic developments —
in which the U.S. president
played a role.
A year ago, the surge of

#MeToo sexual misconduct
allegations that toppled
many powerful men was
voted the top news story
of 2017. The continuing
momentum of #MeToo in
2018 was this year’s No. 3
story.
The first AP top-stories

poll was conducted in 1936,
when editors chose the
abdication of Britain’s King
Edward VIII.
Here are 2018’s top 10 sto-

ries, in order:

1. Parkland school shooting: It
happened on Valentine’s Day
— an act of senseless hate
by a gunman with a semi-
automatic rifle who killed
15 students and two staff
members at Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School.
Previous mass shootings
had prompted passionate
calls for tighter gun-control
laws, but this time was dif-
ferent. A group of student
survivors at the school, soon
joined by allies nationwide,
launched the March for Our
Lives movement that orga-
nized massive walkouts and
peaceful protests at schools
across the country. The move-
ment remains active, and has
helped energize the broader
campaign for tougher gun
laws.

2. Trump-Russia probe:
Throughout 2018, Mueller’s
team investigated whether
Trump’s campaign colluded
with Russia ahead of the
2016 election and whether
the president obstructed the
investigation. The evidence
so far shows a broad range of
Trump associates had Russia-
related contacts during the
campaign and transition
period; some former Trump
aides have been indicted for
lying. In a separate case in
New York, prosecutors say
Trump directed his personal
lawyer Michael Cohen to
make illegal hush money
payments to two women
in a bid to quash potential
sex scandals during the
campaign.

3. MeToo: The #MeToo
movement, which surfaced
late in 2017, maintained its
momentum throughout 2018
as many more powerful men
were forced to account for
past instances of sexual
assault and misconduct.
Once-revered comedian Bill
Cosby was sentenced to
prison; so was Larry Nassar,
the former Michigan State
and USA Gymnastics sports
doctor convicted of molesting
hundreds of young women.
Disgraced Hollywood mogul
Harvey Weinstein was
charged with rape. And Les
Moonves was ousted as top
executive at CBS after a dozen
women accused him of sexual
misconduct.

4. Mass shootings:When a
Marine combat veteran shot
dead 12 people at a country
music bar in California in
November, it was a grim “Not
again” moment for many
Americans — the fifth mass
shooting of the year in the
U.S. that produced nationwide
shock and sorrow. In May,
two months after the Park-
land shooting, eight students
and two teachers were killed
at a high school in Santa Fe,
Texas. In June, a gunman shot
dead five employees at the
Capital Gazette newspaper in
Annapolis, Maryland. And in
October, 11 people were killed
at the Tree of Life synagogue
in Pittsburgh during Shabbat
morning services.

5. U.S. midterm elections:
With Donald Trump on
the minds of many voters,
Democrats managed to flip
about 40 seats in the House
of Representatives to seize
control of that chamber from
Republicans. Democrats also
flipped several governorships
around the country. But the
GOP boosted its slim majority
in the Senate and will have a
53-47 edge in the next session

of Congress.

6. U.S. immigration: Events
along the U.S.-Mexico border
produced yearlong drama and
controversy. At the height
of the midterm election
campaign, President Trump
deployed thousands of Army
troops to the border, warn-
ing of threats from a caravan
of migrants who’d journeyed
from Central America. Earlier,
a zero-tolerance order from
Trump resulted in more than
2,500 migrant children being
separated from their families.
The practice sparked global
outrage from politicians,
humanitarians and religious
groups; images of weep-
ing children and anguished
parents were splashed across
newspapers and television.

7. Kavanaugh hearings: Trump
nominee Brett Kavanaugh
was narrowly confirmed to
fill a vacancy on the U.S.
Supreme Court after explosive
Senate hearings on allega-
tions of sexual harassment
and assault stemming from
his high school and col-
lege years. While millions of
Americans watched on TV,

senators heard testimony
from Kavanaugh, who denied
any wrongdoing, and accuser
Christine Blasey Ford, who
said he attempted to rape
her during a party when they
were in high school. Kavana-
ugh’s presence on the high
court gives its conservative
bloc a 5-4 majority.

8. California wildfires: The
most populous state endured
an epic year for wildfires,
culminating with devastat-
ing November fires occurring
simultaneously 450 miles
apart. The Camp Fire in
Northern California swept
through the city of Paradise,
killing at least 86 people — the
deadliest U.S. wildfire in a
century. Nearly 14,000 homes
and hundreds of businesses
were destroyed. In Southern
California, three people died
and 1,500 structures were
destroyed by the Woolsey
Fire. The two fires and a third
smaller blaze produced $9 bil-
lion in initial insurance claims;
debris cleanup is pegged at $3
billion.

9. Climate change:Worsening
natural disasters around the

world intensified the focus
on climate change; delegates
at a global summit in Poland
negotiated an agreement on
the next steps to minimize
harm. In the U.S., a gov-
ernment report warned of
devastating impact, prompt-
ing pushback by President
Trump.

10. Khashoggi killing: For
weeks, Saudi authorities
issued a variety of denials.
But eventually it became
clear that Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi
was killed on Oct. 2 inside the
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul.
Khashoggi, a native of Saudi
Arabia, was fiercely critical of
its royal regime and the Saudi
role in the catastrophic war
in Yemen. The murder has
had major diplomatic reper-
cussions, in part because
of widespread belief that
Saudi Arabia’s powerful
crown prince, Mohammed bin
Salman, was involved. The
U.S. Senate passed a measure
blaming the crown prince for
the death, a move opposed by
President Trump as he tries
to preserve close U.S.-Saudi
ties.

From tragedy, resolve
Florida school shooting, resulting activism voted top news story in AP survey

Students from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., hold their hands in the air as they are evacuated by police after
a shooter opened fire on the campus on Feb. 14. The mass shooting, which killed 17 students and staff and sparked nationwide student-
led marches for gun control, was the top news story of 2018, according to The Associated Press’ annual poll of U.S. editors and news
directors. [MIKE STOCKER/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL VIA AP]

U.S. President Donald Trump,
left, and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, shake hands
at the beginning of a meeting
July 16 at the Presidential
Palace in Helsinki, Finland.
[PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/THE

ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Pprotesters gather at the Grand Park on Jan. 20 in Los Angeles for a Women’s March against sexual
violence and the policies of the Trump administration. The #MeToo movement, which surfaced late in
2017, maintained its momentum throughout 2018 as many more powerful men were forced to account
for past instances of sexual assault and misconduct. [JAE C. HONG/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Roger Bloxberg, right, and
his wife, Anne, embrace each
other as they watch a wildfire
on a hill top near their home
Nov. 9 in West Hills, Calif.
[MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/THE

ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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