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Check out our Amazing Select Model Specials
that could save you Thousands!
2017 GMC
2017 Buick

Sierra Denali

Cascada

Our dedicated & caring staff focus on our customers, not the sale
Family owned & operated - Experience the Clift Difference

Garry Clift

AJ Luckett

Carl McLaughlin

Mike White

Steve Cagle

Licia Willnow

Ben Perez

Patti Dull

Ken Barnaby

Mark Hartley

Scott Borders

Todd Welch

Mitch Rowe

517.662.3337

cliftauto.com
1115 S. Main Street
Adrian, MI 49221



The party always
ends up in the kitchen

332 Logan St., Adrian
(517) 263-4970

115 E. Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh
(517) 423-5244

www.BurdickKitchens.com
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“If people need the medicine
are able to get it, that’s fine.
But other people can go to the
doctor and say ‘oh my arm’ and
try to get a card. It’s a good
thing but people will abuse it.
But that’s the same with most
things. If you weasel your way
into it, that will just ruin it for
everyone.

Do you think medical
marijuana dispensaries
should be allowed in Adrian?
“I know it became legal a
while ago. I think if it were
handled properly, it would
be good. It has the ability
to help heal people if it’s
managed well. I’m for it if
it’s handled properly.
Andrew Brown, of Blissfield

Rebecca Garcia, of Adrian

“In my opinion, yes and no. As long it’s

“Yes, because

regulated and guidelines are followed it’s
OK, but some overuse it. As long as it’s not
overused or laced with other things it’s OK.
But I don’t agree for one because people
can use a fake card to get it. I agree and
don’t agree, it’s kind of a logical thing.

medical
marijuana
helps people
out.

Rex Dubois, of Adrian



Isaiah Hollstein,
of Adrian

“It’s the law of the
state. I don’t know
if it would be bad
or not, but it would
help a lot of
people. I think that
ability, as long as
it’s legal, is not a
terrible thing.
Gary Grimes, of Adrian

By MICHELLE SIEgEL
Contributing writer

O

n the first Friday
of the month,
downtown Adrian throws a party and everyone is invited.
April was no different as residents from across Lenawee County
gathered downtown on April 7, joining in on the First Fridays fun
under a clear blue sky.
First Fridays have been held throughout downtown Adrian on
the first Friday of every month since the event’s creation in March
2012. The area-wide revelry officially runs from 5-8 p.m., which is
the latest that many of these small businesses will remain open all
month long.
For each First Friday, “a collaboration of artists,
musicians, performers, businesses, organizations and
volunteers gather to host a combination art walk/musical event/community gathering in downtown Adrian,”
said the organization’s website.
Each First Friday event boasts its own unique
theme, decided by members of the volunteer-ran First
Fridays committee. The past few themes have included
“Welcome New Year” (January 2017), “Hearts on Fire”
(February 2017), and “Wine about Winter” (March
2017).
The theme of April’s event was “Hops into
Spring.”
“Our April event is focused on Hops, specifically
in the Beer industry,” the 2017 Marketing Guide for
Downtown Adrian First Fridays said.
Businesses offered specials and freebies all over
town. The city was also ripe with entertainment: Noah
Martis performed at Chomp Burger, Joe Vasquez and
The Bourbon Gentlemen performed at Hooligan’s
Grill, and DJ Joker performed at Mandy’s Uptown
Bar and Grill, among other examples of musical
prowess.
The flyer named 30 downtown businesses

participating in the
festivities on April 7
— but a few others joined in, too, such as Sky View Square, which
also remained opened for the event.
“I enjoy people just coming downtown and being able to see all
the new businesses,” Edward Covey, owner of Sky View Square and
SHD Marketing Agency, said. “It’s always nice to hear people say,
‘I didn’t know you were here,’ or ‘I didn’t know that business sold
that’... letting people know that some of the things that they go to Ann
Arbor or Toledo for can be found right here in Downtown Adrian.
“Specifically with us, the Numazu
Delights section of the store
ADRIAN
— which is the Japanese section
FIRST FRIDAyS
— they always do a free bowl
Bienvenido
of curry every First Friday,”
Cinco de Mayo
Covey said. “Today they
Friday, May 5
have the ‘white cream curry,’
begins at 5 p.m.
and that’s with turmeric
throughout
rice.”
downtown
Covey’s partner, Saori
Adrian
Shimizu, runs Numazu Delights.
While the retail section of the business is housed under the same roof as
Sky View Square and SHD Marketing, Covey and
Shimizu recently secured a lease for the cafe section of Adrian District Library. Now, Shimizu offers
her monthly free curry at Numazu Cafe, which she
and Covey hope to fill with Japanese foods
within the next couple months.
Just to the side of the Numazu Cafe area,
Adrian Mayor Jim Berryman and Adrian
Charlee Richards, of Adrian, waits to meet the Dark
Knight of Michigan during April’s First Friday event at the
Adrian Library in downtown Adrian. Charlee said that
she was “excited” to meet Batman and that he was “a
little bit” her favorite superhero.
nEiGhbOrs PhOtOs by KAtE MitChEll



mayoral candidate Chuck Jacobson held two separate meet-and-greets
during the First Fridays festivities.
Jacobson, manager at International Diamond in Adrian since
1995, made himself available from 7-8 p.m. Teresa, his wife, joined
him.
Regarding First Fridays, Jacobson said, “I enjoy coming down
and walking around. I lived in Ann Arbor for 15 years — I went to
U-M — so I love the vibrancy of the people walking around, store-tostore... it’s a cool feel.”
Jacobson — who has past experience as an Adrian city commissioner, an Adrian city planning commissioner, and the chairman for
the City, Town and Gown Committee — particularly prized the opportunity to speak on a personal level with his potential future constituents.
“I love meeting people and hearing what they have to say,” Jacobson said. “I’m never going to be afraid to go out in public and listen
to people. If it’s good or bad — I’ll take my lumps. You get credit for
things you shouldn’t get credit for, and you get lumps for things you
shouldn’t get lumps for — but that’s part of the job. It’s like being a
goalie for the Red Wings.”
Berryman — who the city administrator affectionately refers to as
“the Clark Griswold of Adrian” — initiated one of December’s annual
First Fridays events, the Comstock Christmas Riverwalk.
“Three years ago, when we started, we had 34 Christmas trees,”
Berryman said. “Two years ago, we had a hundred Christmas trees…
and then last December, in 2016, we had 160.”
Regarding First Fridays, Berryman said, “what I love is seeing so
many faces that you normally don’t see. Adrian is still small enough
that you can go to the grocery store and see a lot of friends, but still
big enough for an event like this. There’s a lot of people standing in
line that I’ve never seen before, and that’s always a good thing. Any
time that you can get an event like First Fridays that brings people
downtown that normally don’t come downtown — that’s a good
thing.”
“It’s not only good for Adrian,” Berryman added. “It’s good for
Lenawee County.”
Berryman gave an autograph to 8-year-old Taydin, who was enjoying the library’s First Fridays festivities with his brother, 11-yearold Brylee, and his mother, Theresa.
Theresa — a First Fridays regular herself — said that she loves
“getting to see things I don’t normally get to see.”
For this First Fridays event, Adrian District Library hosted someone most people don’t normally get to see — the Dark Knight of
Michigan. Leaving his Batmobile in the back parking lot, Batman
shared a story, took pictures with visitors, and offered autographs.
On Facebook, Youth Services Librarian Catherine Chesher estimated that “300 kids, parents, grandparents and Batman fans” came


to see the Caped Crusader.
Other kid-friendly attractions could be found at the Gallery of
Shops, where the Easter Bunny handed out candy and took pictures
with shoppers.
Visitors to the Gallery of Shops could join in on a “scavenger
hunt” for the chance to win a big prize.
“We have a game every month, in which you get game pieces, go
to each shop, collect the game pieces, go to the host store, turn your
game pieces in, and get into a raffle,” Debbie Gauthier, owner of the
Gallery of Shop’s Hang Loose Boutique, said.” And then they can be
great things. I think it’s Splash Universe this time. It could be $50 to
Sauce... it could be a nice Italian food basket... it could be all kinds of
things.”
One woman, Carolyn, played the game alongside her husband.
“I come here every month that I’m possibly able to,” Carolyn
said. “I love it because it’s lots of fun, and it brings out everybody
in the neighborhood, and I get to visit all the stores that I sometimes
don’t visit other than once a month.”
This was the second-to-last First Fridays event for The Book
Abbey, located in the Gallery of Shops. Set to close on Friday, May
19, the used bookstore is now selling most of its roughly 40,000
books for a dollar or less.

A family poses with the Dark Knight of Michigan during April’s First
Friday event at the Adrian Library in downtown Adrian.

With the impending exit of one business came the grand opening
of two new ones, the Blue Boutique and Yarn Hoppers.
While Ronda Jewell of Goodwill is the microenterprise coordinator of the Blue Boutique, the store is actually managed by a host of
“people with barriers.”
According to Jewell, the Blue Boutique is “a self-run entrepreneur
program that helps people with barriers start their own small business.
They can come in here and get the skills they need to be able to sell
things, create products, do the research for all of that kind of stuff —
whatever you would need for a small business… whether it’s a business
plan, business cards — any piece of the puzzle that you need.”
“I worked for Hope Network before I started at Goodwill. It was
a program out across from the movie theatre, and we served people
with barriers. We had day programs, and we had started the micro
there — barely started it — and then Goodwill took over the programs
because they went out of business. So I started there, and I’ve actually
been in this for quite some time.”
Christal Giznsky is the entrepreneur behind Yarn Hoppers.
“We sell yarn, and spinning wheels, and roving patterns,” Giznsky said. “We’ll be teaching knitting and crocheting classes, spinning
classes, and just… spreading the knowledge.”
Giznsky referred to the business as her “dream.”
“I grew up in Hudson,” Giznsky said. “I live in Sand Creek. I’ve

worked in Adrian
pretty much all my life. I worked at Wacker
Chemical Corporation, but I decided I wanted to
do something for me.”
Presumably, both of these businesses will be
open for the next First Fridays event, which will
take place on Friday, May 5.
The theme of May’s event will be
“Bienvenido Cinco de Mayo.”

Katie Thacker,
right, and
Heather Strong,
both of Adrian,
shop at April’s
First Friday event
in the store Craft
Handmade.
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By DREW SAuNDERS
Contributing writer

ADRIAN – Pedestrian deaths are on the
rise around the country.
There were more pedestrian deaths in the
United States last year than there were in the
previous 20 years, according to the Governor’s Highway Safety Association. There were
around 6,000 nationwide. Richard Retting, the
author of the report, attributed the spike largely to the increase in phone use since 2010.
“This is unprecedented, and quiet honestly, shocking,” Retting told CNN last month.
In Lenawee County, elected officials are
taking a proactive approach to improve the
safety, and the practicality, of getting around
on foot. Adrian had several non-lethal collisions between cars and pedestrians last year,
and one fatal collision between a car and a
bicyclist, Adrian Police Chief Vincent
Emrick said. In 2017, there have already
been several accidents between cars and
pedestrians or bicyclists and one in late April
was fatal.
Some preventative measures already have
been taken in downtown Adrian. The city
took advantage of a state law that allows cities to put crosswalks in the middle of streets,
where vehicles must stop when someone is
in the crosswalk. And Emrick says that, most
of the time, Adrian police patrols are looking for cars speeding and texting through the
city’s streets.
A county-wide project called Connecting
Lenawee was introduced in 2015 to increase
the walkability of Lenawee’s urban areas
and to connect the centers through dedicated
walking and bike paths. Adrian’s City Commission unanimously approved the new

Kiwanis Trail extension to Tecumseh last
February, in order to, as the 2016-18
strategic plan put it, “support ongoing efforts
to expand transportation options.”
This is going to be just one of several
such projects to be built over the coming
years. Trails like this are being laid out bit
by bit between communities. Eventually,
the plan will create a number of “greenways” – parklike green spaces designed to
cut through developments, which will also
provide pedestrians with paths – to connect
the whole county and quite possibly extend
further afield.
Although he’s not against the project,

Emrick did say that once the Kiwanis Trail
is completed, safety concerns might come up
with pedestrians crossing roads. The trail will
intersect with a number of roads as it grows.
“I’m thinking of Occidental [Highway],
where people park by that nursery right
there,” Emrick said.
Currently people park and go in one
direction or the other, he said. But if it is
connected to both towns, and people are going right through the trail and consequently
across roads with traffic from cars and farm
vehicles, “we might have some issues we need to
address there.”

A map of crosswalks in downtown Adrian. For more, visit http://www.lenconnect.com/
news/20170413/walking-in-lenawee-county-map-of-downtown-adrian-crosswalks GoogleMaps



A woman walks
her dogs in April
on the streets
of downtown
Adrian.
nEiGhbOrs PhOtO
by KAtE MitChEll

a website
that informs
perspective
home buyers
and
real estate
developers
In March, the Kiwanis Trail
how walkable
project was estimated to cost roughly
the real estate
$750,000. Tecumseh promised to pay $5,000,
they are looking
the Tecumseh Kiwanis $10,000 and the
at is. The site takes into consideration how
Adrian City Commission approved to pay
close things like shops, schools and parks
$450,000. The Lenawee County Commisare, as well as general public safety. A 100 is
sioners also approved a $300,000 grant apa perfect score.
plication to the Michigan Natural Resources
Miller said this is frequently used by muTrust Fund, to pay for nearly half of the total
nicipalities to see where they are before makcost.
ing pedestrian planning decisions. According
Adrian Downtown Development
to the site, the average person in the county’s
Authority and economic development
largest city can walk to a restaurant, bar
coordinator Chris Miller applied to
or coffee shop in about 10 minutes,
the League of American Bicybut “most errands require a car.”
clists for designation as a
“We’re not at the top. But
bike friendly community.
we’ve got a pretty solid
Although bike-specifdowntown walk score,
ic, Miller says the
meaning that things
grant is also applithat you need to get
– Chris Miller, Adrian downtown
and Economic development
cable to pedestrians.
in order to live are not
Coordinator
“Adrian is quite walktoo far in terms of walking,”
able,” Miller said.
Miller said.
In fact, the city has scores
It’s not just downtown develop46 on walkscore.com. Walk Score is
ers who consider walk scores. Miller’s


“Adrian is
quite walkable.”

grant application also has the support of city
commissioner Jeff Rising. He’s a real estate
broker at Re/Max, who said that his industry
is talking about walkability scores also.
“The younger generation is coming into
the home-buying market. They want nonmotorized transportation instead of owning
cars,” Rising said.
It remains an open question whether
newly educated millennials will continue
to prefer urban environments over the suburban ones their parents and grandparents
chose, but cities nationwide are clamoring to
improve their walk scores. Miller said that
current housing developers are taking walkability and transit into consideration when
creating proposals.
But it is not just Adrian that’s recognizing
the need for pedestrianization. On the other
side of the Kiwanis Trail, Tecumseh Mayor
Jack Baker also is enthusiastic about the
project. Especially its effects on downtown,
even before the Kiwanis trail is completed.
“I would go as far as to say there used to
be a hesitancy, if you will, for businesses to
be open on Sunday. Especially the smaller,
mom-and-pop stores,” Baker said. “With
the increased pedestrian traffic in our town,
the majority of our stores downtown … are
now open on Sunday. That’s a real rarity in a
small town.”
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By RENEE LApHAM
Contributing writer

COLLINS

Mariachi Femenil Detroit features the vocal — and
instrumental — talents of, from left, Alida Solis, Camilla
Cantu and Rita Ramirez, all of Detroit. Camilla is
holding a vihuela, a traditional mariachi instrument.
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estled in the shadow of the Ambassador
Bridge in the southwest side of Detroit,
where the Mexican community has lived
for decades, is Plaza del Sol, the Ambassador
Community and Performing Arts center.
This is where the story of the Mariachi
Femenil Detroit begins.
The community center, located off W.
Vernor and Interstate 75, is a sparkling clean
building with a spacious parking lot, all surrounded by a stucco wall and iron fence. Only
the top half of the iconic Ambassador Bridge
is visible as it stands sentry. Just a few blocks
north is St. Anne de Beaupre, the second oldest
active Catholic parish in the U.S. It was founded in 1701, just days after Antoine Cadillac built
Fort Pontchartrain du Detroit, the future city of
Detroit, on the west bank of the Detroit River.
Signs of poverty are evident everywhere.
Graffiti adorns virtually every blank space in
the surrounding neighborhood, parenthetical
reminders bracketing places seemingly long
abandoned by people of even modest means.
There are burned-out buildings dotting the
cityscape along Fort Street and Vernor and even
across from the historic church.
But inside Plaza del Sol, there is hope and purpose, also known as Mariachi Femenil Detroit.
This is a predominantly female band,
although two males provide musical support.
And it represents a dream 17-year-old
Camilla Cantu has had for the last



From left, Emiliano “Milo” Cantu, Rita Ramirez, Camilla
Cantu and Alida Solis practice one of the songs they
regularly perform. Milo is one of two musicians who
support the band with additional instrumental music.
He is Camilla’s younger brother.

four years. With
a little help from
her mom Maria
Contreras-Cantu,
Camilla is seeing
her dream come
true.
“I was fortunate
to be able to participate in the women’s
march in D. C.,” said
Maria Cantu.
“I was friends
with a gentleman
on Facebook who
is a labor organizer
and I reached out to
him as I was aware
he was taking a group
from Lenawee County to
the march.”
Her friend, Pete
Vargas, met her


in the nation’s capital, and they exchanged
stories. She told him about Mariachi Femenil
Detroit and he contracted with them to stage
a concert at the Cinco de Mayo festival next
month.
The band currently includes Camilla
Cantu, Alida Solis, and Rita Ramirez. Emiliano and Nico Cantu provide musical backup
and also provide instrumental lessons.
“Back in June 2016, the idea of Plaza del
Sol was brewing,” Maria said. “The company that owned the building wanted to lease it.
A consortium was forming and partners were
needed to come on board. We were invited to
be part of it.”
Camilla spent time in Ecuador last year
as part of a mission trip sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Detroit. Her experience there
fueled her own desire to make the Mariachi
Femenil a reality. She hosted an open house in
July, which was well attended “by our family
and friends, all showing support,”
but only one person seemed inter-

ested: Alida Solis.
“Only Alida came even though I invited
everyone,” Camilla said. “We had 30 people
but they were mostly family and friends, except Alida. We weren’t even sure she would
stay around. I had set my expectations super
high so I was disappointed.”
One priority for the fledgling ensemble,
Maria said, was “we wanted them to bring
their own music.”
Solis, who came to Detroit from Mexico
about 20 years ago, is an experienced singer
and dancer. Rather than try to re-invent the
vihuela, so to speak, Solis was encouraged
to share her style of mariachi music with
Camilla and her brothers.
“Alida brought with her old-time music,”
M aria said. “Camila and Nico had to change
their key tones, and change a lot of the music. But it was good.”
Somewhere around August or September,
Rita Ramirez stopped by. Rita, a high soprano, brings a different type of flavor to the
group.
“By the second practice with Alida, our
voices just clicked,” Camilla said. “Then Rita
came, she knew the song we were singing so
she jumped in.”
All of the Cantu children — Cantu translates as “crowing” or “song” — have had
musical training. Milo, 15, plays the trumpet while Nico, 16, puts bow to the violin.
Camilla plays the vihuela, similar to a guitar
but with a thicker body. She also is an
accomplished singer who can expertly
harmonize with other singers.
“We are still actively recruiting,” Maria
said. “With every gig, we are putting the
message out there, we are looking for talented females and we will work with them.”
There have been a few newcomers, but
they are still “in training.
“We are tutoring other girls who are
interested but not ready to be on stage, playing,” Camilla said. “Niko and Milo help train
the other girls. Milo working with a female
trumpet and Niko with a female violinist.”

It takes time to get a mariachi band membut we are still
ber “ready,” according to Maria.
recruiting.”
“It can take a year—a yearlong apprenCamilla has been in previous
tice under a music mentor and sometimes a
bands, most recently in an all-male
performer is not at 100 percent,” she said.
group where she was the only female. She
Camilla said the group of five made its
traveled to New York City when she was 16
musical debut with their instruments and voices
and saw an all-female band, which completeat the St. Anne’s Fish Fry March 10.
ly inspired her — in her words, “empowered
“They went on stage with their instrume.” Now that she
ments,” Maria said. “They
has Alida and Rita, she is beupCOMINg
mentored under Camilla
ginning to see
pERFORMANCE
with their instruments
Mariachi Femenil Detroit is
and they have beautiful
one of the featured groups
voices. That’s what the
performing for May’s First
Friday event, Bienvenido
plaza gives us, a place
Cinco De Mayo, on Friday,
to do what they have to
May 5 beginning at 5 p.m.
do to practice and harin downtown Adrian.
monize in a safe place.”
Recruiting has not been
easy, Maria said.
“We don’t know what it is, but it is
so hard to get females here,” she said. “I
don’t know if it’s the genre or a shy thing,

her
dream of an all-female
band coming true.
“This has been my dream
for at least four years,”
she said. “Then I
found these two
amazing women. It
blows my mind
that I found them
and excites me
that this can be
the beginning of
something I saw in New
York.”

Camilla Cantu is the
music director for the
group. The band rehearses at plaza del Sol,
off West Vernor and I-75
in Detroit’s southwest
neighborhood.

BANK ON YOUR NEW HOME.
Financing your home isn’t just about numbers. It’s about the
people. County National Bank focuses on what’s right for you
and your family. Whether it’s a historic Victorian, or a Cape
Cod you designed, you deserve a mortgage as unique as your
new home. With a range of new construction and mortgage
products, we find the one that works for you. It all starts with
banking on what matters most – people.

CountyNationalBank.com ˒ 888-322-1088
Member FDIC
NMLS#399979



By RENEE LApHAM
Contributing writer
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hat makes a meal memorable? For
Sauce chefs Edward Houghton and
Jenn Evans, it’s all about the behind the
scenes preparation.
Houghton, a Mitten native who started his
career as a dishwasher at a Holiday Inn off Nine
Mile in Hazel Park, “loves food.
“You can create anything,” he said of his culinary passion. “It’s
endless. We can pretty much do anything.”
Kim and Dave Horstman, owners of the popular downtown
Adrian eatery, like to change it up from season to season, so having
Houghton and Evans in the kitchen is essential.
Sometimes patrons serve as impromptu “taste testers” for new
dishes and drinks. In recent weeks, the Horstmans tried out a lemon
sangria and a watermelon caprese salad on some Friday afternoon
regulars.
Houghton and Evans recently cooked up an amazing shrimp cocktail they called a “Shrimp Margarita,” a spin on the traditional shrimp
cocktail. This featured cold shrimp circling a cocktail glass garnished
with a spicy dressing of onions, corn, cilantro and tomatoes. It took
the seasoned professionals only a few moments to whip up the appetizer.
Also on the spring and summer menu is an entrée with just the
right hints of sweet and spicy, “Coconut Ginger Shrimp Risotto.” It
pairs nicely with the new shrimp cocktail.
In the kitchen, Houghton
and Evans function like
a well-oiled machine.
For this dish, they’ve
already set out all
of the ingredients in
separate single-serve


COLLINS

bowls and placed all pans and utensils within reach. For
a singular meal, the smaller bowls work well, but on a
busy spring or summer evening, Houghton said, large
bowls and pans replace the smaller containers. The kitchen
is prepped with all utensils and foods organized,

Jenn Evans and
Edward Houghton, chefs.

Lenawee Neighbors photos by
HANNAH WARNER

depending on the crowd in the restaurant and the dishes they are most
likely to be cooking. Just around the corner from the stove and food
prep area is the pizza station, with its ovens and giant dough mixer.
The quarters are a little snug, but that might just make it easier for the
chefs to instantly grab what they need, whether it’s oil, ginger, shrimp
or pepper.
“Everything works best when all is within reach,” Houghton said.
“That way, we can keep an eye on everything.”
Having the ingredients at hand also means the entree gets from the
stove to the server quickly and it arrives at the table before it has time
to cool.
Houghton finds cooking to be rewarding and challenging.
“It’s a passion for sure,” he said. “We have a great team here, we
all work together. It works out very well.”
Evans is a native of Lima, Ohio, who moved to the area 12 years
ago. She has worked at Sauce for two years and has been a chef for
15. Both say working at Sauce feels “like coming home.
“We work well together,” she said. “We research recipes, bounce
ideas off each other.”
Both enjoy watching the team expand. There are now nine kitchen
staffers rotating for the six-day work week. Houghton and Evans work
six nights a week.
“We have staff coming from chain restaurants, for example, and
they are able to
express ideas and
then watch something they come
up with go on the
menu,” Houghton
said.
Satisfying every customer’s taste
buds and keeping
staff motivated are
two challenges the
pair enjoy facing.
“It’s definitely
a big reward,”
Evans said.

Shrimp
Margarita

Ingredients
4 oz. plus 3 tbsp. unsalted butter
2-1/4 c. plus 1/2 small white onion,
diced
2 cups plus 2 oz. chicken stock
5 jumbo shrimp, peeled and de-veined
1-1/2 c. garlic cloves and shallots,
minced and mixed together
1/2 bag rice (risotto)

3 c. Chablis
3 c. lemon juice
6 tbsp. salt
3 tbsp. white pepper
1 tbsp. coconut milk
1/8 teaspoon ginger

Risotto
Melt 2 tbsp. butter in pan. Add 1/2 small white onion and sauté until translucent.
Pour in rice and slowly add 2 cups of chicken stock until risotto is creamy and al
dente. Set aside.

Shrimp
Melt 1 tbsp. unsalted butter in pan.
Add 2 oz. of chicken stock and shrimp. Saute until browned. Set aside.

Lemon Butter Sauce
Combine Chablis, lemon juice, the remaining onion, garlic and shallot mix, salt,
pepper and four ounces of butter.
Cook and reduce until mixture has the texture of applesauce, then stir in the
coconut milk. Add to risotto and shrimp and dust with ginger.


There are only so many times
you can go to the movies or
shopping on your days off.
When you’re ready to try
something new,

here are a
few unique,
exciting things to
check out
within an hour of
Lenawee County!
By KATE MITCHELL
Lenawee Neighbors editor

Step decades back in time at the Yankee
Air Museum in Belleville. The museum has
aviation exhibits on all the major global
conflicts of the 20th century. The museum
really shines a light on the Willow Run B-24
Bomber plant, which made one bomber per hour
during World War II. For an additional cost,
guests can even take flight in their historic WWII
aircraft, including the B-17 Flying Fortress or the
B-25 Mitchell bomber. If you’d rather keep both
feet on the ground, there are hands-on activities
like flight simulaters and a KC-135 open cockpit,
plus an Exploration Station for little ones to build
with magnets and blocks.

Everyone can find something at
the Yankee Air Museum.
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Are you ready to
take game night
to a
whole new level?

EpIQ Escapee.s
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EpIQ Escapes in Jackson may be the night out
you’re looking for! Work
together with up to 10 other people to
escape one of four rooms, each with different difficulty levels
and themes. Try to figure out who killed Arthur Garrison before they get you too,
race against time to escape the clutches of the fortune teller Madame Delylah and
her traveling caravan, help an inventor who has lost control of his latest creation or
escape the sinister ghost ship that may end it all. Search for clues and solve puzzles
and riddles with your teammates to try to escape with your lives before your
60 minutes are up. Be it for date night, family time or a birthday party,
EpIQ Escapes can bring some excitement to your next night out.

Do you have kids at home who are interested in the fields of
science, technology, engineering, art or math? Then the Ann Arbor
Hands-on Museum is the perfect place for an afternoon outing. The
33-year-old museum occupies more than 40,000 square feet, with half
of that space devoted to hundreds of interactive exhibits to spark visitors’ curiosity and inspire them to learn and create. The museum has
the highest attendance rate of any informal science center in the state
and recently merged with the Leslie
Science & Nature Center, with
the center adding STEAM
programming to their
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With spring time well underway, what better time to take a
trip to the Toledo Zoo? The zoo, which opened more than
100 years ago, has more than 7,000 animals representing more
than 620 species on 74 acres and has the largest collection of
Works Progress Administration-era buildings in one location.
There is also the aquarium, renovated in 2015, and plenty of
educational programs like animal demonstrations,
scavenger hunts and
behind-the-scenes
tours. With almost
1 million visitors a
year and voted as
one of the best zoos
in the US by various
publications,

it would be a
shame to miss
this
wonderful
nearby
attraction!
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Need to get out of the house and feed your curiosity
for a day? Give the Michigan Science Center a try! This
interactive museum features hand-on exhibits, live shows,
a planetarium and lab experiences. Explore the Health and
Wellness Gallery to learn about the human body and medical technology, visit the Space Gallery to catch a glimpse of
the universe, space travel and the planets
or bring your pint-sized science
lover to Kids Town, where kids
5 years old and less can test
physics, learn about chemistry or just play. Plus,
5020 John R Street
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Detroit
.,
m
largest screen in Michi10 a.m. to 3 p.
Wednesday-Friday, . to 6 p.m.,
gan at the Chrysler
Saturday 10 a.m
d
an
.
m
p.
6
to
IMAX Dome Theatre
Sunday noon
esday.
Tu
yda
on
M
ed
os
cl
alongside another four
d
at $14 for adults an
Ticket prices start
screens.
$11 for kids.
t
si
vi
n,
io
at
rm
fo
There’s plenty to
For more in
www.mi-sci.org or
do for any
call (313) 577-8400

The
Michigan
Science Center



curious mind!

The woodworker, who has had a chair featured in the Smithsonian, discovered his
passion when he was just 8 years old. His grandmother, Wanda, would buy old victorian-style houses and fix them up. His uncles would work on the houses while Barnett
would watch and learn. Eventually, they let him start working on the interior trim for
the homes.
“It just progressed from there,” he said.
Progress he did. As an adult, he decided he wanted to make his own furniture because he couldn’t afford what he wanted. He bought some tools and tried to do things
on his own (after he learned the tools themselves were more expensive than the furniture he would have bought in the first place.)
But Barnett got bored doing the typical woodworking projects people most associate with the trade. Cabinets and chests didn’t hold his interest for very long.
“If you think about it,” he said. “It’s just like making a different sized box over and
over again.”
Chairs, on the
By KATE MITCHELL
Lenawee
Neighbors editor
other hand, suit his
artistic side. BarPhotos by
LuKE BARNETT
nett sees the form
and function of his chairs as
a work of art, a sculpture that
you use in your home.
He starts with logs and splits them
apart using hand tools. The wood is then
hand shaped until the very end of the
process.
“I like the freedom to be able to shape and sculpt anything that you want,”
he said.
nEiGhbOrs PhOtO by KAtE MitChEll
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Because of his process, all of his pieces
are unique. He reads the wood and doesn’t
measure so much as intimately work with each
individual component. And while he knows
they look just about perfect to the naked eye,
the sculptural quality means that every work is
different.
In addition to making chairs and stools,

Barnett runs the Sam Beauford
Woodshop at the Adrian Center for the Arts.
The shop, which opened nearly a year ago
and offers accredited woodworking classes, is
now hosting the first Great Lakes
Woodworking Festival on May 7.
Barnett hopes the festival will not only
celebrate woodworking, but its history and roots in the region, too.
Wood is one of Michigan’s great
natural resources, one that long
has been utilized in the region.
In fact, the Michigan lumber
boom produced more millionaires than the California gold
rush.

“Michigan used to be a mecca of
woodworking,” he said.
The state exported more Eastern white
pine, a very popular building material at the
time, than the next three states combined.
That treasure trove of natural resources
brought more industry to Michigan, including
tool manufacturing. Barnett hopes the festival can help people learn more about those
resources and their history here.
There also will be classes for kids and
adults, with master craftsmen sharing their
skills with young and old alike.
The festival isn’t the only dream of
Barnett’s. He hopes the chairs he makes in the
Sam Beauford Woodshop (which is actually
named after his dog, not a person) will one day
become a household name.
That could be a challenge, as it takes him
10 days to craft a single chair, but he’s up for it.
In the mean time, he wants to urge people
to buy and shop local. If people want artists in
their community, one of the best ways to sup-



port them is to buy from them.
“When you’re buying from a
local craftsman, you’re not supporting lobbyists or anything like
that,” he said. “You’re paying that
guy so the family can pay their
house payment and they can turn
around and invest more money in
their community.”
The support goes both ways, too. When
you buy from an artist you know, one who
works and lives in your community, you
have a resource to go to if anything happens to the piece you bring home.
Barnett also hopes his school can be
seen as a resource within the community.
A place for people to come and learn a
new craft, where they can work with their
hands to create something all their own.
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“It could be a cornerstone of Lenawee
County, of Adrian, Michigan,” he said. “I’d
like for people to really connect with our
roots here in Michigan. We have a huge legacy of woodworking here and I think it has the
potential to be a world-class woodshop.”
Barnett knows it’s going to take a
lot of work to get it there, but he’s had a
good start. And it’s all work he’s willing
to put in to make his dreams happen here
at home. After all, he’s a Michigan guy
through and through.
“I’m honored to be able to work in
Michigan,” he said. “I teach out of state
and I usually drive there. I can always tell
when we’re getting close to Michigan. I
can smell it in the air. Our trees here are a
natural resource ... it’s really something
special.”
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s Michigan’s oldest theater — and
Ann Arbor, which worked closely with the
to enter the building. An inclined walkway,
one of the oldest continually operat- Michigan State Historic Preservation Office
eliminating the need for the steps, was added
ing theaters in the country — the
to ensure the renovations would be respectful in 1869, and in 1882 a vestibule was built at
Croswell Opera House has packed plenty of
of the building’s heritage.
the theater’s front. The walkway was replaced
history into its 150 years.
Keeping the Croswell’s iconic look was a by a covered entryway in 1919.
In May, when the building reopens after
priority for the state historic office.
On either side of that walkway, however,
a year of extensive renovations, paWhat people think of when they think were two completely separate buildings: the
trons will find plenty of changes
of the Croswell is actually three
Birmingham building to the Croswell’s right
at the venerable old theater: a By ARLENE BACHANOV separate buildings. The theater
and the Goodwin building to its left. In the
Contributing writer
new lobby, a new “black box”
itself was built on property
mid and late 1970s, the Croswell purchased
performance space upstairs, a
set back some distance from
them both — as well as the Chisholm buildneighbors photos by
new venue for events in what VICKI SCHMuCKER
Maumee Street. Originally, it was ing, on the other side of the Goodwin building
was previously called the Heraccessed by an open-air walkway — and expanded into them. The Birmingham
itage Room and more restrooms.
and patrons climbed a few steps
building became the Heritage Room and the
Not to mention the new sound and
lighting equipment and a number of other
improvements less visible to theatergoers.
But as the theater embarked on this major
project thanks to a successful $6.2 million
capital campaign, it had to keep in mind that
the iconic look that makes the Croswell the
Croswell needed to be preserved.
One of the first steps was to hire an
architectural firm with experience in renovating historic theaters and other such buildings.
The Van Doren Studio will be used for rehearsals as well as traditional
The job went to Quinn Evans Architects of
shows for a smaller audience and as a black box theater.



rehearsal room, while the Goodwin building
became the art gallery and the offices. The
Chisholm building was used as a costume
shop until it was demolished in 1979.
“Because the Croswell is three separate
buildings, the state wanted us to maintain that
character of the three storefronts,” Erik Gable,
the Croswell’s director of marketing and audience development, said.
And while the renovations have given
much of the Croswell a whole new look,
patrons will find that the auditorium itself
— while it has a number of new features
— still looks largely like its historic self.
That look actually is not original to the
building. When the Croswell was first built, it
had a flat floor, seats that weren’t fixed to the
floor and could be moved around based on the
room’s use, a smaller stage and no orchestra
pit. And there was a huge horseshoe balcony.
Numerous changes came in the theater’s
early years, to the seating, the stage and much
more. But the look of today’s Croswell dates
to 1921, when the theater’s then-owners transformed it into a movie palace. The horseshoe
balcony was replaced by the current one, the
plasterwork and other decorative touches
were put in place and the latticed towers on
either side of the stage were added to hold the
pipes for rhe organ.
And when theatergoers get
their first look at the renovated space in May,
“in many ways it’s
the same space as
in 1921,” Gable
said. Thanks
to a new paint
scheme that
makes the
room’s decorative accents
pop, “people
will think it looks

fresher and brighter, but it’s still going to be
the same Croswell.”
There’s no way of knowing exactly what
the 1921 paint scheme was, but written descriptions provided some idea, as did a tantalizing clue: a chunk of painted plasterwork
found during the renovations. The Croswell
also worked with a historic paint expert to get
the look right.
“When you come in, the new paint
scheme is warm and welcoming,” Croswell
artistic director Jere Righter said. “It’ll just
feel cozier.”
One major aspect of the building’s history deliberately was preserved as the iconic
look was. Righter said that as the people
working on the building’s renovation — with
Krieghoff Lenawee serving as the general
contractor — had to remove ceiling joists
in various places, these beams, which were
hand-hewn back in 1865, were saved and
re-used elsewhere because they were so well
made.
“It was truly fun for the carpenters and
laborers to find these big, gorgeous beams,”
she said. “They’d tell me that you just don’t
see beams like that anymore.”

One of the renovation’s challenges was
that, since the Croswell is basically landlocked, it was difficult to add new spaces.
Some of that was solved by building up
rather than out, constructing the new black
box theater as a second floor in a place where
there wasn’t one before — which meant
rebuilding the west wall of the theater’s lobby
because it wasn’t constructed as a load-bearing wall. “You could see daylight through the
bricks,” Righter said.
But in the one place where the Croswell
could add on at ground level — the side of
the building facing what’s now City Hall, in
what was previously Soller Square — the architects even designed the new construction,
which houses restrooms and an elevator to the
mezzanine level, to blend in. The three-brick
accents at the roofline look much like those
on the theater itself. And, said Righter, where
brickwork was needed for the new second
story “we chose a different color brick so it
looks like the rest of the building.”
Righter said the project included plenty of
the sort of surprises that often come with any
major construction.
“A lot of infrastructure things came up
along the way,” she said.
But there were some surprises of a different sort too. One was the chunk of plaster that
gave some clues into the auditorium’s paint
scheme. The workers also discovered
some writing on the side of the art
gallery building on what was once

This ceiling detail was the inspiration for the new logo.



The interior of the theater was repainted to emphasize the historic details.
an outside wall. It was likely some sort of
advertising, but “there’s no way to tell what it
said,” Gable said.
And then there were the unexpected treasures that turned up. When an electrician went
into the crawl space under the balcony seats to
do some infrastructure work, he discovered a
poster for the 1943 movie “This is the Army,”

along with some smaller movie posters, some
scraps of 35-millimeter film, a child’s wallet
and a case of photos of schoolmates dating
to the 1940s. Workers have also found other
movie promotional material and some old
candy boxes — some with candy still in them.
As the Croswell’s yearlong renovation
comes to an end, Righter said she’s “thrilled”

with the results.
“It’s sort of overwhelming in a wonderful
and exciting way,” she said. “I’m really proud
of what we’ve been able to accomplish.”
(Historic information taken from “Behind the
Curtain: 150 Years at Michigan’s Oldest Theater,”
written by Croswell Director of Marketing and
Audience Development Erik Gable and published
in 2016.)
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1837: Twelve-year-old Charles Croswell
moves to Adrian from Newburgh, N.Y., with his
uncle, who raised him after the death of his
parents.

Oct. 7, 1879: The Croswell is pressed into
service as a hospital when the grandstand at
the nearby fairgrounds collapses just after a
horse race.

1862: Croswell, by now active in Republican
politics and having already served as county
clerk and register of deeds, is appointed city
attorney, elected mayor, and elected to the
state Senate all in the same year.

1880: The Croswell stage is enlarged.

November 1863: A deed between Croswell
and Adrian resident P.J. Spalding mentions the
creation of an association to build “a Public
Hall in the City of Adrian.”
March 19, 1866: The Adrian Union Hall,
as the Croswell is first known, holds its first
event: a lecture by temperance advocate John
B. Gough.
Nov. 8, 1876: Croswell is elected Michigan
governor.

1882: A lobby is built on the theater’s front.
1883: Charles Croswell Jr., Gov. Croswell’s
son, becomes the Union Hall’s manager and
the building starts being known as “Croswell’s
Opera House” (eventually, the possessive was
dropped). The theater gets an orchestra pit.
Dec. 18, 1886: Gov. Croswell dies at his
home on Broad Street.
1892: Indoor plumbing comes to the building.
1895: Electric lighting is installed throughout
the theater.

1896: The stage is enlarged again.
January 1897: Pelham’s Animated Pictures
brings the first “movie” to the Croswell.
December 1919: After another renovation
project including covering the walkway to the
entrance, the Croswell reopens as a motion
picture house.
1921: Extensive renovations include a
complete rebuild of the auditorium.
1967: The Croswell, by now operated by the
Butterfield theater chain, announces it will shut
its doors in the fall.
September 16, 1967: After the final
showing of “The Sound of Music,” the Croswell
ceases operations.
Late 1967: Brazeway co-founder Charles
Hickman purchases the Croswell and local residents begin the drive to save the historic theater.

July 4, 1968: The Croswell reopens for a
summer season of live productions.
1975: The first major renovation of the
Croswell’s modern era includes interior improvements and construction of a scene shop
and dressing rooms at the back of the building.
1978 and 1979: The buildings on either
side of the Croswell are purchased for the
theater’s expansion.
June 2015: A $6.2 million capital campaign
begins its public phase.
2016: The Croswell marks its sesquicentennial. Construction on the renovations begins in
May and late in the year the building closes to
complete the work.
May 2017: The Croswell reopens.



“I remember Dad, as we were going to
the first rehearsal, telling me, ‘sit there, listen, and don’t be a jerk,’” he said.
“I was 9 years old and I was the only
kid in the musical. And for the longest
time, I was always the youngest one in
the cast (of a show).”
Wiley was actually already learning how to be a performer long
before “George
M!” He
started
taking tap
lessons
at age 5
and spent
hours
with

Adrian native Shonn Wiley is pretty sure that
he first knew he wanted to grow up to be an
actor the very first time he was in a show.
That was “George M!” at the Croswell
Opera House in 1986. The 9-year-old Wiley
was cast as the young George M. Cohan — a
role that doesn’t actually exist in the show,
but was created for him — with his father,
Herb, playing George’s father.
Thirty years and a wealth of performing experience later, Wiley returns to the
Croswell Saturday, May 6, and Sunday,
May 7, as part of the vocal group Under the
Streetlamp, to help the Croswell celebrate its
grand reopening after a year-long renovation.
“I
really
By ARLENE BACHANOV
love
Contributing writer
coming back
to Adrian,”
he said. “I talk
about the community everywhere I go. …
I’m thrilled to be back there
in May, and I’m very excited to see
where they take (the Croswell) and the community.”
Not only was that long-ago production of
“George M!” Wiley’s first experience with
performing, but it gave him plenty of early
experience in the discipline needed to be in a
show.
30

his dad watching classic MGM musicals
and stars like Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire, and
James Cagney. And he soon realized what he
wanted to do with his life.

“i wanted to entertain
people. i wanted to make
people laugh, to make them
cry, to have an
emotional experience.”
– shonn Wiley, entertainer

“I knew early on that I wanted to be a
performer,” he said. “I wanted to entertain
people. I wanted to make people laugh, to
make them cry, to have an emotional experience.”
He quickly became a talented actor,
singer and tap dancer and amassed
a long list of theatrical credits in
school and Croswell productions.
His breakout role as a performer was as Huck Finn in the
Croswell’s 1993 production
of “Big River,” “the moment
where I was able to step out of
the ensemble and really carry
a show.”
Even so, “some of my best
memories are of being in the ensemble, being one of the kids,” he said.

Hospice of Lenawee is proud to be celebrating our 35th
Anniversary caring for our friends and neighbors here in
Lenawee County. As we look to the next 35 years, Hospice of
Lenawee continues to be committed to the principles of our
founding. We take time to know our patients and provide
individualized care based on their priorities. We are committed
to assuring that anyone in need of care in Lenawee County
receives the very best end of life care - whether in your home,
at a local care facility or in our hospice home. You can reach
Hospice of Lenawee 24 hours a day at 263-2323.

35 years of caring.
You are our community, and
we are your hospice.
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the original production in the
1980s. He went to the audition, “and they went, ‘wow, this
kid’s really good,’” he said.
He was cast in the ensemble and understudied the role of
Billy Lawlor, which he performed on numerous occasions.
A whole range of other productions followed, including an
English-language production of
“42nd Street” in Moscow, another Broadway run in “Dracula: The Musical,” a production
of “Ragtime” at the Paper Mill
Playhouse, and even some TV
and film work.
It wasn’t always

“the almost
40-year-old me says,
‘you’re exactly where
you need to be.”

“And being able to work with my dad,” who
often choreographed Croswell shows in addition to performing.
The Croswell gave him the early experience he needed in performing, in discipline
and work ethic — and it gave him something
more besides in the person of its legendary
artistic director Robert Soller.
“When you’re a kid and all you want is
to eat, sleep and breathe (theater), even to
go sit in Mr. Soller’s office and hear him tell
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an easy path. “There
were lean times and
times when it was
quiet,” he said, and
– shonn Wiley, entertainer
a two-year stretch
the same story for the
where he only did
30th time, and I never
“little things here and
interrupted him because I
there.” But in 2008 he performed in a New
wanted to hear it,” he said.
York City Opera production of “Candide”
After graduating from Adrian High
— “the most amazing experience,” he said
School, Wiley earned his BFA at Pittsburgh’s
— and from there his career took off.
Carnegie-Mellon University and did the
He had a critically acclaimed run in the
school’s showcase productions in New York
2009 off-Broadway show “My Vaudeville
and Los Angeles to start getting his name
Man,” for which he was nominated for both
known. Then came the Broadway revival of
a Lucielle Lortel Award and a Drama Desk
“42nd Street” in 2001.
Award for choreography. After that came
Knowing that he
the Chicago production of “Jersey Boys,” in
wanted to move to New
which he played Bob Gaudio — and which
York but also knowopened the door to a whole new world for
ing that he couldn’t
him: performing with Under the Streetlamp.
unless he had a job, he
The quartet, made up of veterans of the
started reading the trade
“Jersey Boys” cast, performs music of the
publications and saw
‘50s and ‘60s first made popular by singa casting call for that
ers including the Beach Boys, Bobby Darin,
show, which had on its
Little Anthony and the Imperials, Bill Haley
team Randy Skinner,
and the Comets, and, of course, Frankie Valli
who had worked on

and the Four Seasons, the group
whose story is told in “Jersey
Boys.”
The group’s name comes
from a line in “Jersey Boys” having to do with where doo-wop
music got its start: with people
singing, literally, under the streetlamp — “as we say in our show,
under the humblest of spotlights,”
Wiley said,
Under the Streetlamp comes
to Adrian in the midst of a tour
that started in Boston in late
March. The group is on the road
an average of 150 days a year.
“Last year, it was 185 days,”

Wiley said.
But even though the schedule can be grueling, he loves the
experience of performing such
iconic American music with men
who have become “the most
important people in my life other
than my family.”
“We’ve created something
that is ours,” he said. And while
that youngster who first cut his
performing teeth at the Croswell
Opera House decades ago might
have seen a different sort of career path for himself, “the almost
40-year-old me says, ‘you’re
exactly where you need to be.”
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Jon and
Julie Torrence

here’s just something different about
listening to music played live, even in
Lenawee County. There’s something
different about the crowd, too.
“When we have live music, the people
are here for the music and to enjoy themselves,” Ron Hester, general manager of
Adrian’s The Brick Wall, said. “The people
will come here and stay for the full four
hours of the show. It’s more fun.”
For Hester, it’s a fun crowd to work with.
Working with that group is a rarer experience
in Lenawee County, where there aren’t as
many venues dedicated to live music like in
nearby Detroit or Ann Arbor. But that doesn’t
mean there aren’t music lovers here to fill
places like The Brick Wall, Chomp Burger,
Hooligans Grill
or Tecumseh
Brewing Company (just to name a
few) all of which
hold live-music
nights.
It’s also a
crowd bands like
to play for. There
are a few staples in
the area, and some
have even built up a
fan base.
“We have a lot
of the same bands,”
3

Hester said. “And we
get a lot that are new
and just starting out.
But people will call
every week and ask when
a band will be back.”
Dedicated crowds are part of what keep
bands like The Native Heart returning to
Lenawee County. The group has played Tecumseh Brewing Company, Chomp Burger
and Hooligans Grill several times each and
they keep coming back for more.
“People in this region seem more receptive to the original music I’ve written than
I would’ve expected,” Jon Torrence, of The
Native Heart, said. “It makes it fun to play to
people who just want to experience
music without a particular motive.
It also makes it more fun to play
classics like the Beatles, Johnny
Cash, and so on.”
For people like Torrence and his
band, having a live music scene in
a community is an important thread
in the fabric of the local area.
“Live music provides a community with a fun and engaging night out on the surface,
but there’s a lot going on there

2016 Devils Lake Festival of the
Arts. PhOtO by dAn ChErry

By KATE MITCHELL
Lenawee Neighbors editor

underneath,” Torrence said. “It
promotes local venues which
boosts the local economy, while at
the same time promotes a feeling
of pride in the community.”
This is true not just for
bigger cities, like The Native Heart’s
hometown near Toledo, but for small communities too. Torrence and his wife and
bandmate, Julie, now call Adrian home in
part because of what the region offers for the
arts.
“We love the idea of place economics,
and there are small businesses all around,”
he said. “There are people who love art. If
we can be a part of building into a community that we care for, I believe there is good
there.”
That’s not to say there aren’t challenges
to working as a venue or a band in an area
like Lenawee County. Because it’s a smaller
scene and there are fewer local musicians
and venues, things can get tricky.
“You learn as you go along,” Hester said.
“There are a lot of last-minute changes or
some groups that are not as good.”
There can be struggles on the performance end of things too. And setting up shop
in a place with an up-and-coming music
scene can have its ups and downs.
“There seem to be more and more venues
opening up to the idea of live performers,
and it’s been fun to be some of the first acts

to entertain at some of the spots we frequent. It still seems,
however, that much of the general public doesn’t come
out night after night to make this county a consistently
bustling music scene,” Torrence said. “I feel like it’s
burgeoning, though, which is very cool.”
Even with the trials and tribulations, there are
plenty of payoffs for working with live music in the
region.
“I love being able to listen to the music,” Hester
said. “There are a lot of nice performers out there.
Even though you’re working, you get to listen to the
music as you’re going along.”
Playing in intimate venues throughout the area
has its perks, too. Ones that The
Native Heart have enjoyed in
their time playing here.
“Music-lovers in this region truly seem to enjoy watching people create,” Torrence
said. “Lenawee County is chock
full of small towns, but where
there are musiclovers, there are beautiful things
happening.”
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Alexandra McCarty from Adrian College sings
“gimme gimme” in February 2016 during Opera
upTown at Hooligans.
nEiGhbOrs FilE PhOtO by lAd strAyEr
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Although Adrian’s downtown apartments
“We’re already getting a lot of phone
might not be considered true “loft” dwellcalls,” Kapnick said.
ings, the state of uptown living seems to be
A brand-new elevator will transport tenon the rise.
ants to all three floors, where each apartment
Doug Kapnick and Steve Hickman, a.k.a.
will be outfitted with a dishwasher, washer
Strongback Properties, are in
and dryer, and other amenities,
the midst of renovating the
including hardwood floors and
By
RENEE LApHAM COLLINS granite surfaces. The exterior of
Underwood Block, which
Contributing writer
sits on the northeast corner
the building will have a comof downtown. There will be
mon look as well.
a total of 14 apartments in the upper levels
The city has been “very cooperative,”
with commercial and office space on the
and the two are “pleased with the architect
street level.
and contractors” on the job.
“It’s coming together,” Kapnick said.
“Shopkeepers uptown have also been
“It’s a little behind, but not bad. It should be
very cooperative as we work on this project,”
done by the end of August—at least we’re
Kapnick said.
still hoping it will be done.”
Christy Mesaros-Winckles and her husThe pair expects there will be no problem
band, Andrew Winckles moved downtown in
renting the apartments once they are finished.
October 2015. They live with their two chil-
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dren above Basilio’s barbershop next door
to the Brick Wall Grill and Pub on Maumee
Street. Mesaros-Winckles said living downtown does have its benefits.
“Having so many places within walking
distance, like my salon, my hang-out spot,
my daughter’s beautician just around the
corner and the barber downstairs, those are
definite benefits,” she said. “Being able to
just walk out my door for First Fridays and
having the kids be able to watch city parades
out of our front windows, well, that’s great.”
She describes their home as not typical of
“loft living” in its design.
“It’s more of a traditional design, with
multiple rooms divided between two floors—
living space on the second floor and bedrooms on the top floor,” she explained.
There are also a few drawbacks, Mesaros-Winckles said.
“There’s really not enough green space
for the kids to play,” she said. “The parks are
within walking distance, but our son really
misses having a backyard like we did in our
home in Toledo.”
Zach Dunn and his wife, Jessica Zager,
rent a one-bedroom apartment above Downtown Yoga. Although it’s just 400 square
feet, it has two large closets and plenty of
kitchen storage. Dunn said there are pros and
cons to living downtown.
“It’s very convenient most of the time,”
Dunn said. “Our apartment has awesome
high ceilings, which makes the smaller units
seem much larger. But one of the drawbacks

is parking. If there is any event going on, you have to park in the lots
that are a few blocks away. Those events can also be noisy, and people
shout, smoke, and are generally rowdy outside of the bars until late at
night on weekends and sometimes on weeknights, so it’s not great for
light sleepers or if
you want to have your
“having so many
windows open.”
places within walking
Marcia Boynton,
distance . . . are definite
who lived at 112 W.
benefits”
Maumee for a spell
– Christy Mesaros-Winckles,
resident
before buying a home
on College Avenue
two years ago, considers “loft living” to be any dwelling “downtown over a storefront.”
“I can say I never felt the least bit worried or threatened about living downtown,” Boynton said. “If you don’t have a sense of humor, the
downtown bars can be noisy in the spring and summer on the weekends.
I often went to bed early with the understanding I was going to be awakened at 2 a.m. when the bars closed. I would do laundry or some other
chore between 1:30-2:30 a.m. until everyone had shuffled
off home.”
The pocket park fronting on Winter Street, Boynton

www.hackerjewelers.com
(517) 423-6370
Downtown Tecumseh
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said, “was perfectly adequate for keeping a
dog.
“In my case, my dog was aged, so I
suppose if you had a younger, rowdier dog,
it might not be enough space,” she said.
“Downtown dog owners were very respectful
about keeping their dogs leashed and cleaning up after their pets. And I am grateful to
the city for providing and stocking the dispensers for collecting dog waste at the park.”
Boynton said one drawback to the apartment life was the lack of a place to get “a cup
of coffee, a gallon of milk, or a newspaper.
“On the whole, I loved living downtown
and I am very happy to see the big renovation projects that are underway now,” she
said. “And, yes, there were great views of
parades!”
Don Taylor is involved in the ownership
of three downtown buildings:
114 E. Maumee, home to Red Paint Printing;
120 E. Maumee, which houses Ink Fever;
and 118 W. Maumee, Ann’s By Design. Two
of the three locations have a total of nine
existing apartments, two of which were built
new last year, and the third building will
have two apartments in the next two to three

3

months, he said.
will be a bigger demand for retail, which
“We don’t have any problems renting out
should generate more business downtown.
the apartments,” Taylor said. “We’ve only
“It would be nice to have a small market
really advertised once. Now, it’s word of
where you can buy milk, things you need on
mouth, mostly,
a regular basis,”
and referrals
Taylor said.
“When
the
downtown
from tenants.”
One of
looks
attractive,
it
Taylor said
Taylor’s tenants,
encourages
others
to
come
downtown living
Amila Zecevic,
and
play
and
participate
in
“is a different
agrees.
making
it
even
better.”
lifestyle.
“There is a
– doug Kapnick,
“You have to
severe lack of a
strongback Properties project
trudge groceries
grocery or conup to the second
venience stores,”
or third floor and parking isn’t right outside
she said. “It would be nice to be able to walk
your door—you have to park anywhere from
down the street for groceries or even a small
a few feet to a block or two away.”
7-11 type of store where eggs or milk can be
Most of the renters he sees are “young
picked up in a pinch.”
professionals and folks in their 20s or 30s.
She also noted a lack of “diversity in
“We have school teachers, CPAs, a good
shops,” with a higher number of offices commix of people,” Taylor said. “The reason we
pared to retail.
invested in these is that we saw a good op“It has definitely gotten better over the
portunity to purchase property at reasonable
last few years, though,” she said. “I feel like
prices and we knew that if we built it, they
it is something the city has noticed and is
would come.”
working on.”
Downtown tenants typically are going to
On the plus side of the column, Zecevic
want to go to bars and restaurants and there
said she enjoys being able to take walks and
being close to restaurants, bars, the library,
and the Croswell.
“The city has made great efforts in promoting things like First Fridays,” she said.
Hickman and Kapnick at the Strongback Properties project also saw investing
in downtown Adrian as a way to encourage
more development.
“I think there is a renaissance of downtown taking place,” Hickman said.
Added Kapnick:
“When the downtown looks attractive,
it encourages others to come and play and
participate in making it even better.”

pentamere WInery

oing to a tasting room at a vineyard
can be an absolute pleasure for wine
lovers. Sampling wines, chatting with
experts and finding the perfect food pairings
for each individual variety is an experience
from start to finish, one that people may not
expect to find close to home. But southeastern Michiganders don’t need to go to Napa
Valley, or even the Leelanau Peninsula, to

Cherry Creek Cellars

Flying Otter Winery

By KATE MITCHELL
Lenawee Neighbors editor
neighbors photos by

JOHN DISCHER

indulge their inner wine fanatic.
More than half of the Pioneer Wine Trail
calls Lenawee County home, with Tecumseh,

Cherry Creek Cellars

Brooklyn and Adrian claiming five of the
wineries on the trail. It’s one of the best- kept
accidental secrets of the region, say the winemakers who work here.
“There are a lot of wineries in Lenawee
County now, we are a presence,” said Linda
Utter, who, with her husband Bob, owns the
Flying Otter Winery in Adrian. “It’s been a
challenge to get people out and recognize
that we’re here.”
It’s a challenge that the wineries on the
Pioneer Wine Trail are working to address.
They are coming together May 6 and 7 for
the event “Art Along the Trail,” where artists entertain guests as they drink their way
through the nine total wineries on the trail.
It is just one of the events the trail puts on
every year to help spread the word and bring
locally crafted wine to the people.
Although southeastern Michigan may
not be the first place people think of when
they think Michigan wine, there are some
advantages to working in this area
versus along the coast of the lake
or further north in the state. The
3

Flying Otter winery owners:
Bob and Linda utter.

Denise
Burtka, owns
Cherry Creek
Winery with
her husband,
John.

number of heat days, or days where the temperature is over a certain threshold, is higher
here. This allows for varieties of grapes to be
grown here that may not fare as well in other
Michigan climates.
Part of the trick for being successful here,
some wineries have found, is working not
with the best-known grape but with the ones
best suited for the climate.
“We are all winemakers on the trail,”

Pentamere Winery owner Maria Measel
said. “It’s interesting to explore what can be
grown here locally. There are different characteristics, different styles than other areas. It
makes it unique and special.”
That difference
means that, for a lot
pentamere Winery
of people coming into
the wineries for the
first time, it’s also

michigan
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their first time sampling that style of wine.
But that’s all part of the fun of the business,
according to winery owners.
“The best part is that we do a lot of
fun events trying to teach people about the

pentamere Winery
owners Dan Measel,
and Nathan Sparks.

Black Fire Winery
1261 E Munger Rd.
Tecumseh, MI 49286
517.424.9232

Flying Otter Winery
3402 Chase Rd.
Adrian, MI 49221
877.876.5580

Cherry Creek Cellars
11500 Silver Lake Hwy
Brooklyn, MI 49230
517.592.4663

J. Trees
703 E. Chicago Blvd.
Tecumseh, MI 49286
877-304-3254

Pentamere Winery
131 E. Chicago Blvd
Tecumseh, MI 49286
517.423.9000

Flying Otte

r Winery

wine,” Denise Burtka, who owns Cherry
Creek Cellars with her husband, John, said.
“We teach them about how it’s grown and
the whole process.”
It’s a different experience, selecting
a wine from a winery. Unlike going to a
grocery store or a party store, you don’t
have to just go off a label description or
name recognition.
At the wineries, you can talk to an
expert in the tasting room who can
help guide you to the wine for you.
Plus there’s no more flying blind or
crossing your fingers and hoping for
the best when you bring home a new
bottle: samples are plentiful along the
wine trail.
“The nice thing about coming to
our tasting room is you get to taste everything and find the wine you like,” Utter, of
Flying Otter, said. “Our objective is not just
to sell wine but to provide a wine
experience.”
It can be intimidating, going to a tasting
room for the first time. But rest assured, the
wineries and those who staff them are there
to help you have a good time learning about
and sampling their wine.
“We do not feel that wine should be
something you get snobby over,” Measel,
who owns Pentamere with her husband, Daniel, said. “Wine is food and people should

drink
what tastes good to them. We don’t give people a hard time, we let them explore.”
Letting this specific community explore
what they love about locally made wines
has been part of what has made the journey
special for many on the trail.
The region itself has a lot to offer with
climate and the beauty of places like the Irish
Hills. But it’s the people here who have really made the wineries what they are.
“There are really good wines being made
in Michigan,” Burtka, of Cherry Creek, said.
“The (vineyards) we get our grapes from

have been around for decades and the people
here really appreciate what goes into it.”
It all comes together to make for an
exceptional experience for both winemakers
and wine lovers.
“It’s unique because of the small batches
and the loving care we put into each and
every one of our wines, unlike mass produced wine you find at grocery stores,” Bob,
of Flying Otter, said. “For us, it’s a labor of
love.”


Tecumseh Pops Orchestra &
Community Chorus spring
concert, “Broadway Matinee,”
4 p.m., Tecumseh Center for
the Arts, 4 p.m.www.thetca.org or
517-423-6617

7

10th Annual Art Walk, 6-9
p.m., downtown Tecumseh,
www.downtowntecumseh.com

5

“Under the Streetlamp” concert, 8
p.m., Croswell Opera House, 129 E.
Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org or 517264-7469

6

Great Lakes Woodworking Festival,
noon-6 p.m., Adrian Center for the
Arts, 2300 N. Adrian Hwy. Building 41

7

“Under the Streetlamp” concert, 3
p.m., Croswell Opera House, 129 E.
Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org or
517-264-7469

7

“Best of Broadway” concert, 2:30
p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org or
517-264-7469

14

“Remember the Raisin: Chief
Tecumseh, War of 1812 & More”
talk by Ron Jones, River Raisin National
Battlefield Park guide and historian,
7 p.m., Tecumseh Area Historical Museum,
302 E. Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh, charpst@
tecumsehlibrary.org or 517-423-2238

16

Classic Car & Bike Show, 6-8
p.m., Old National Bank parking
lot, 205 E. Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh

18

“Macon Thru
My Eyes” talk by
Howard Pennington about
the history of the Pennington
family and the Macon area,
7 p.m., Macon Township Hall,
8320 Clinton-Macon Rd.,
Clinton, charpst@tecumsehlibrary.org
or 517-423-2238

18

“Jukebox Legends” concert,
8 p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org or
517-264-7469

20

Maumee Street Music Jam, an
acoustic music jam (dulcimers,
guitars, banjo, bass, mandolin, whistle, accordian, fiddle, harmonica,
marimba, etc.) 6 p.m.
at the First Presbyterian Church, 156 E. Maumee, Adrian.
adrianpresbyterian.wordpress.com

20

Would you like us to include your event?

Email mjohnson@lenconnect.com

Art in the Park, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., John W. Smith Park, Tecumseh, www.downtowntecumseh.com

10

Promenade Tecumseh Historic
Home Tour, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.,
www.downtowntecumseh.com

10

“Adventures Along the
Appalachian Trail”
talk by Sylvania, Ohio, resident Cheryl McCormick, 1 p.m., Tecumseh Senior Center,
703 E. Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh, charpst@
tecumsehlibrary.org or 517-423-2238

24

“Swing Masters,” Adrian Symphony
Orchestra Swing Band, 8 p.m., Dawson Auditorium, Adrian College, www.
adriansymphony.org or 517-264-3121

Art in the Park, 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., John W. Smith Park,
Tecumseh, www.downtowntecumseh.com

11

Promenade Tecumseh Historic
Home Tour, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.,
www.downtowntecumseh.com

11

3

“Remembering Civil War Soldiers at
Monument Park” with local historian
and preservationist Steven McGee, 1 p.m.,
Tecumseh District Library meeting room B,
charpst@tecumsehlibrary.org or
517-423-2238

5

“The Civil War: Lenawee County, Laura Haviland & More” with author P.C.
Zick, Tecumseh District Library, charpst@
tecumsehlibrary.org or 517-423-2238

6

Movies in the Park, Adams Park, Tecumseh, www.downtowntecumseh.com

9

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
2:30 p.m., Croswell Opera
House, 129 E. Maumee St., Adrian,
croswell.org or 517-264-7469

18

Black Box Summer Series show,
7 p.m., Tecumseh Center for the
Arts. www.thetca.org or 517-423-6617

22

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
8 p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org
or 517-264-7469

23

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
8 p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org
or 517-264-7469

24

2

Clinton Summerfest & Antique Tractor
Show, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Tate Park,
Clinton. Crafters call 517-456-4517

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
8 p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org
or 517-264-7469

17

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” 2:30
p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org
or 517-264-7469

11

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
2:30 p.m., Croswell Opera
House, 129 E. Maumee St., Adrian,
croswell.org or 517-264-7469

25

Classic Car & Bike Show, 6-8
p.m., Old National Bank parking
lot, 205 E. Chicago Blvd., Tecumseh,
www.downtowntecumseh.com

15

Music in the Park, 6-8 p.m.,
Adams Park, Tecumseh,
www.downtowntecumseh.com

15

“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,”
8 p.m., Croswell Opera House,
129 E. Maumee St., Adrian, croswell.org
or 517-264-7469

15

RunPosey 4-mile run/walk for juvenile
diabetes, 9 a.m., Posey Lake,
Hudson. https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/
Hudson/RunPosey
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band of 20 volunteers, led by nine
board directors, are on an ongoing
mission to preserve Lenawee
County history.
The Lenawee County Historical Museum, at 110 E. Church St. in Adrian,
is the county’s main hub of genealogical information, photographs, scrapbooks, artifacts
and more, items that showcase nearly 200
years of local history.
tory-preserving purpose, the society sought a
The Lenawee County Historical Society
building of its own to store donated artifacts,
began in 1868 as the Lenawee County Pioneer
photographs and scrapbooks.
Society. Years later, it was
The first museum opened its
renamed the River Raisin
doors on May 22, 1972, at
Historical Society. The
photos and story by
108 S. Main St. in Adrian, the
DAN CHERRy
society was reorganized
former Commercial Savings
Contributing writer
in 1923 as the Lenawee
Bank building. The museum
County Historical Society.
had limited space and, acThe Lenawee Public
cording to the book, “Looking
Museum, formed in 1963,
@ Lenawee” by archivist Jan Richardi, the
and the society merged in 1968 to form the
museum had multiple storage buildLenawee County Historical Society Inc.
ings across Lenawee County. By the
With a new name but the
end of the decade, it was clear the
same local
museum needed a larger, all-enhiscompassing facility.
The answer to the museum’s
growing pains came in 1979,
when the former Adrian Public Library, a Carnegie-built
facility at 110 E. Church St.
in Adrian, became available
after the library moved to
The museum
the downtown area. Within
carries a variety
the year, the museum had
of books and
reproductions for sale
moved its entire collecto raise revenue.
tion to the 71-year-old


library building reminiscent of an old Edwardian castle.
Tom Tipton, a museum volunteer since
2010, said archivists process an average of
75 and 80 individual donations each year,
amounting to more than 100 items. Tipton
assigns each item an accession number, and
from there it goes to its appropriate place in
the museum.
Many physical items, such as a vintage
business sign from Blissfield or a
painting of Adrian founder
Addison J. Comstock, go on display
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One of the Lenawee County
Historical Museum’s central
pieces is this 1912 Lion motor car
built in Adrian, one of two known
examples of the vintage vehicle.

in one of the museum’s three levels. Scrapbooks, photographs, postcards or books, go
in the basement archives. Volunteers assist
researchers in their quest for information.
And the collection is vast. Tipton estimates there are more than 50,000 items in the
museum’s care — a researcher’s paradise.
“We have lots of family histories, paperwork, graduation diplomas,
yearbooks,
photographs,
postcards,
newspapers,”
Tipton said.
“Everything
taken in has
some sort of
connection
to the county,
whether it is made here in Lenawee County or
owned by someone.”
Among the items Tipton believes are the
most interesting acquisitions are a mastodon
tooth and tusk found on a Palmyra-area farm
around 1877, as well as the museum’s modest
collection of Adrian-built cars, including the
only complete example of a 1912 Lion motor
car.
“When someone walks in the door, the
cars are the biggest draw,” Tipton said.


The museum also has a rotating
special exhibit, bringing together items
such as World War II artifacts or a collection of typewriters, computers and
other items part of the ongoing “Evolution of
Technology” display. All items are owned or
were donated by Lenawee County residents,
Tipton said.
Tipton and other volunteers currently are
digitizing the museum’s database, with some7,000 items
already entered.
The databasing
makes it even
easier for researchers to find
that for which
they are
looking.
The museum
is sustained
by donors and
grants.
“Nobody is paid,” Tipton said. “All are
volunteers, working anywhere from a few
hours a week to almost every day the museum
is open.”
Adrian resident Chuck Garwood has
volunteered at the museum for nearly seven
years. In just a short time, Garwood went
from a simple donor to one of the museum’s
more familiar faces at the front desk. He leads
groups and individuals on tours around the

Registrar Tom Tipton examines an 1826 land
deed donated to the Lenawee County
Historical Museum, made out to Adrian
founder Addison J. Comstock and signed by
president John Quincy Adams.

museum.
One day, it may be a family from Georgia
with ties to the area. The next day, it may be a
homeschool group or students from Lenawee
Christian School.
“All the history is so fascinating,”
Garwood said. “I didn’t realize how much
history there was in Lenawee County until I
started volunteering here.”
Garwood, being a longtime resident of
Adrian, always can add to stories of mid-20th
century history. He was born in the old Emma
L. Bixby Hospital and has witnessed the coming
and going of businesses, institutions and people.
The museum’s annual membership fee is
$25, with lifetime membership options available. Admission to the museum is free,
although donations are always welcome. Hours
are Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
More information about the Lenawee
County Historical Museum can be found at
lenaweemuseum.org or by calling
517-265-6071.
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