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Walton votes
to hire lawyer
to review
beach access
By DEBORAH WHEELER
315-4432 | @WaltonSunDeb
dwheeler@waltonsun.com

‘AND NOW,
SHE IS MY HEART’
Adoptive mom runs
from deformed baby;
birth mom falls in love

SEE BEACH ACCESS | A2

By JENNIE McKEON
315-4434 | @JennieMnwfdn
jmckeon@nwfdailynews.com

Florida FWC
sets sights on
new bear hunt

F

ORT WALTON BEACH — Abigail Lynn Fischer
could be living with her adoptive family in Georgia
right now.
Instead, she’s curled up in her mother’s arms
crying for a bottle.
It’s not the scenario Christina Fischer had
planned when she found out she was pregnant last
year.
The 36-year-old Fort Walton Beach woman
already had raised one child and wasn’t prepared to
raise another. So she made the tough decision to find
a loving home for her child.
But when Abigail was born Jan. 11, her adoptive
mom fled the hospital after seeing the newborn‘s
deformities. She never came back.
“I took it as a sign that she was supposed to be
mine,” Christina said. “And now, she is my heart.
“Without her I would cease to exist.”

By JIM TURNER
The News Service of Florida

‘I’ve been very fortunate’
Christina was living at Playground RV and found
herself “basically homeless” toward the end of her
pregnancy when the park closed.

OKSANA PEERY PHOTOGRAPHY | Special to the Daily News

Christina and Abigail Fischer pose in a recent photo shoot.
Top, Abigail enjoys bath time and listening to her mother talk.
“She’s perfect,” Christina said.

SEE ‘SHE IS MY HEART’ | A2

WANT TO HELP?
You can help Christina Fischer by donating to gofundme.com/s7ta99dg.
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SANTA ROSA BEACH — The Walton County
Commission voted Tuesday to hire land-use
attorney David Theriaque to research historical
beach-use data to determine whether that would
or would not support a claim of customary use
by the county.
Theriaque also will develop or provide
guidance to develop appropriate mechanisms
to improve public access and the use of the
county’s beaches.
Most people who attended the meeting
favored the move, although one beachfront
homeowner called customary use “liberated
socialism.”
Most of those who spoke said that getting a
ruling on the public’s right to use of the beach
will affect the future of all residents and visitors
to South Walton.
County Attorney Mark Davis said Theriaque
was not hired to establish customary use, but
to find out if customary use of South Walton’s
beaches can be established.
Theriaque’s fee is $425 an hour. His
research is estimated to take four to five
months.
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TALLAHASSEE — Armed with updated
data showing a “robust” and growing black
bear population, the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission is working toward
holding another bear hunt.
Commission Chairman Brian Yablonski on
Wednesday directed staff and commissioners
to prepare to discuss during a June meeting
how a hunt could be managed. A commission
spokeswoman later said a decision has not been
made to hold a hunt.
“There is a process of how the hunt is set
up, what the quota objectives are,” Yablonski
said during a commission meeting in Jupiter.
“There’s a ton of options out there.”
The Florida Administrative Code already
includes an outline for an annual bear hunt to be
held in late October, and Yablonski said it’s up to
the commission to set quota numbers.
SEE BEAR HUNT | A2

WEATHER
Periods of rain and storms
today; occasional rain tonight.
High 73, low 58. Winds east
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