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f music was a season it
would have to be the
fall, because no other
season plays so well, as
music does, the delicate
rhythmic progressions of
life’s wins and the losses,
its joy and forlornness; and
its beauty and desolation.
And it was another
October two years ago
that two gentle words, “be
kind,” rose in silent accompaniment to the outrage
musician Danielle Delucia
was feeling toward the
thieves who had broken
into her home and stole
money, prescription drugs,
valuable electronic items
and three guitars.
The robbers couldn’t
have been musicians, she
reasoned, since the guitars they took were the
least valuable, dollarwise,
of seven Danielle and her
roommate, another musician, had in the house.
One of the guitars, however, was priceless for the
sentimental value it held
for Danielle.
Her friend and former
FoxForce5 band member,
Helen Levine Lipkin, had
made it for her, and on
it Helen had inscribed a
reminder to Danielle, who
has a knack for meticulously planning her every
venture.
“You don’t always need a
plan,” the inscription read.
“Sometimes you just need
to breathe … trust … let go
… and see what happens.”
It was also Helen who,
when Danielle got flustered
and felt like lashing out at
someone or something,
would whisper, “Be kind.”
Helen, a former Shrewsbury public schools math
and science teacher, passed
away in 2014 from inflammatory breast cancer, a
disease that Danielle said
stunned her by the rapidity
with which it took away her
friend and fellow musician.
She recalled how Helen
insisted on keeping her
commitment to the band,
showing both courage and
strength in showing up for
practice on days she had
her chemo treatment; how
she committed herself to
raise awareness about her
disease, and to use her
music to raise $14,000,
which was donated to
Dana-Farber in Boston
for cancer research and
treatment.
“She was positive all the
time,” said Danielle, lead
singer of Auntie Trainwreck and a guitarist in two
other bands, JackRabbit
Slim and Stacey’s Mom.
“She was so positive all
the time, you just want to
give her a hug every time
you see her,” she told me
Wednesday.
“I can just picture that
the kids she taught must
have felt the same way
about her, too. She was just
a wonderful inspiration.”
Helen has also inspired
Danielle and a number of
other musicians to use
their gigs to raise money
to benefit cancer fighting
organizations.
While FoxForce5 (Danielle on rhythm guitar and
vocals, Shauna Wharton on
Drums, Vaughne Boroczky
on lead guitar and vocals,
Kat Markees on bass and
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WORCESTER — The Licensing Commission closed the
Mambo Drinks lounge for a day
and forbade it to hold any more
events for patrons under 21
years old as a result of brawling
outside of the club on Aug. 1.
All available city police and
some state troopers were sent
to the outside of the 105 Water

violations including serving an
intoxicated patron, underage
drinking, and the melee.
Owners Maximo Nunez
and Melvin Santana appeared
before the commission Aug. 11
and asked to continue the violation hearing to get a lawyer.
But they meanwhile agreed to
temporary restrictions that
the club host only age 21-andover events, have at least two
police officers present for special events, and inform police
of all upcoming events at least
a month in advance.
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the time of me trying to break
up fights I was nearly hit with
glass bottles. ... Baseball bats
appeared from a black Jeep
Wrangler and were being swung
at people.”
As victims trickled into area
hospitals, police reported finding four people who had stab or
bat wounds, one of whom was
drunk and underage. Police
noted Mambo was the only
establishment on the street
open at the time and that the
participants in the melee were
coming from the bar. Police
called Mambo owners before
the Licensing Commission for

Green St.

By Cyrus Moulton

St. lounge about 1:30 a.m. Aug. 1
after a report of a melee involving 100 to 200 people, many
armed with baseball bats and
beer bottles, according to a
police report of the incident read
into the record at the License
Commission’s Thursday morning meeting. Participants in the
fight refused to stop brawling or
cooperate with police treating
injured people.
“It was complete chaos, and
we had no control of the crowd
at this time, as we were greatly
outnumbered,” Worcester
Police Officer Paul Alward
wrote in the report. “During
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Man
killed
in ﬁery
crash
Late-night accident on
Gold Star Boulevard
Telegram & Gazette Staff

Adam Davidson, author of the New York Times Magazine article “What Happened to Worcester, Mass.,” published May 1, spoke at the Worcester
Historical Museum on Wednesday. PHOTO/MATT WRIGHT

New York writer explains
his take on our ‘gritty’ city

a story about the city in May for the
New York Times Magazine, he seemed
to include just enough nuance, history, personal connection and hope
By Steven H. Foskett Jr.
to maybe, just maybe, get a pass from
Telegram & Gazette Staff
people who live and work in the city
every day.
WORCESTER — Few things rankle
Mr. Davidson, who now writes for the
residents more than when someone New Yorker, returned to the city where
from out of town offers an unsolicited several of his relatives live to recount,
perspective on the city.
at the Worcester Historical SociThat’s because it’s usually some vari- ety’s annual meeting, his experiences
ation of Worcester being a run-down researching and writing the article.
post-industrial former manufacturing
To clear the air, Mr. Davidson quickly
center that long ago saw its heyday dis- noted that while the photographs that
appear in the rearview mirror.
accompanied his story seemed to
But when Adam Davidson wrote exclusively illustrate the city’s “gritty,

WORCESTER

down-on-its-luck” side, that’s not
what the city’s story is.
To be sure, the focus of the original article was using the city and Mr.
Davidson’s family’s experience in it
to track the rise of the middle class in
America and to try to explain how the
once-solid path to healthy incomes and
comfortable living has diminished.
But he said that on his visits here
researching the story, he noticed that
the city continues to offer a wide range
of opportunities for upward mobility,
particularly for the city’s immigrant
population.
SEE WRITER, B2
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By Gary V. Murray
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By Cyrus Moulton
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WORCESTER — The License
Commission approved a boarding house license for 68 units
and 88 occupants at the Albion,
noting that neighborhood activists spoke largely in support of the
new owner and his management
plan — developed in accordance
with the city — to turn the troubled building around.
“If you can bring that building under control and tame it for
the neighborhood, you are doing
the city and the neighborhood
a huge service,” Commissioner
Anthony Salvidio said Thursday
morning at the commission’s
monthly meeting.
The Albion, 765 Main St., in

The Albion rooming house at 765
Main St. PHOTO/CHRIS CHRISTO

Main South, is the city’s largest
rooming house and has long been
a symbol of the neighborhood’s
blight.
Between March 1 and June 15
of this year, 100 police incidents
were logged at the property,
according to police records. It
was also notably the site of a
fatal shooting in January 2014,
for which a security guard was
found guilty of manslaughter.
SEE ALBION, B2

WORCESTER — A city
woman who turned state’s
evidence in a
robbery and
shooting case
was placed
on probation
Thursday
after pleading guilty to
Fresolo
robbery and
assault charges.
Francesca Fresolo, 23, formerly of 19 Sturgis St., was
put on probation for four years
after entering guilty pleas in
Worcester Superior Court
to charges of armed robbery,
aggravated assault and battery with a dangerous weapon
(firearm) and assault and battery with a dangerous weapon.
Assistant District Attorney

A 2005 Volvo is towed from Gold
Star Boulevard in Worcester after a
fatal crash shortly before midnight
Wednesday. PHOTO/KEITH VIGLIONE

WORCESTER

Fresolo gets probation
New Albion rooming
house owner get support for role in pot robbery
Commission OKs
license for 88 occupants

WORCESTER — A man died
when the car he was driving
on Gold Star Boulevard left
the roadway, struck a post and
burst into flames late Wednesday night.
The accident occurred
shortly before midnight near
117 Gold Star Blvd.
The lone occupant of a 2005
Volvo, a male, was pronounced
dead at the scene.
According to the preliminary
police investigation, the car
was traveling north on Gold
Star Boulevard at high speed
when it left the roadway, hit a
post and burst into flames.
Police said witnesses tried
to free the driver but he was
pinned in the wreckage. Eventually, the flames forced the
helpers to move away from the
car, police said.
Police said Thursday morning they were working to
identify the victim.

Police seek
owner of
recovered
money

Sarah B. Richardson told Judge
Janet Kenton-Walker that Ms.
Fresolo and a co-defendant,
Deondre O. Matthews, took
part in a joint venture plan
to rob Michael Tisdell of two
pounds of marijuana on July
14, 2014.
Ms. Fresolo drove Mr.
Matthews to the rear of the
American Legion Post at 180
Greenwood St. on the day
of the robbery, dropped him
off, then returned to the same
location with Mr. Tisdell,
according to Ms. Richardson.
Mr. Matthews emerged from
the woods, pointed a gun at
Mr. Tisdell and ordered him
to turn over the marijuana,
the prosecutor said.
During a struggle that
ensued, Mr. Matthews hit Mr.
Tisdell in the mouth with the

WORCESTER – Missing
some green? The police may
have it.
Worcester detectives
recently received a “specific amount of cash from an
honest citizen” who came
across the money somewhere in the city.
“Detectives are currently
trying to locate the rightful
owner,” wrote the department, which isn’t disclosing
too many details about the
discovered dough.

SEE FRESOLO, B2

SEE MONEY, B2

By Brad Petrishen
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Worcester man guilty of
weapons, drug charges
WORCESTER — A Worcester
Superior Court jury Thursday
found a 29-year-old city man
guilty of weapons and drug
charges in connection with a
2014 raid at his Southgate Street
apartment.
Johnny Ball, of 124 Southgate
St., Apt. 2, was found guilty of
possession of a sawed-off shotgun and possession of cocaine
with intent to distribute, according to the Worcester district
attorney’s ofﬁce.
Mr. Ball was arrested Nov.
19, 2014, after police raided his
apartment and found more than
$2,500 in cash, loose cocaine on
a dinner plate, a digital scale,
packaging materials and the
weapon.
According to the district
attorney’s ofﬁce, Judge Daniel
Wrenn scheduled sentencing for next Thursday. Mr. Ball
faces enhanced penalties if he
is found guilty of being a level 3
armed career criminal, the DA’s
ofﬁce said.
Assistant District Attorney
Tim Westerman prosecuted the
case.

along the Massachusetts Turnpike was killed Thursday
morning when he was hit by a
tractor-trailer.
State Trooper Glenn Witaszek
said the victim’s car was found
in the breakdown lane of the
highway.
The victim was a 38-yearold Agawam resident who had
entered the eastbound lane of
the highway before being hit by
a truck driven by a 50-year-old
man from Syracuse, N.Y., according to a preliminary report.
The crash occurred about 11
a.m.
Afterward, the right travel and
breakdown lanes were closed
for several hours. All lanes
reopened by 3:30 p.m.
The identity of the victim is
being withheld by state police,
pending notiﬁcation of his
family. The name of the truck
driver was not available.
No charges have been ﬁled.
The crash remains under
investigation by state police
from the Charlton barracks, the
state police Collision Analysis
and Reconstruction and Crime
Services Sections and the
Worcester district attorney’s
ofﬁce.

Man fatally hit by
truck on Mass. Pike

Mahoney’s Pub to lose
license for 16 days

WARREN — A man walking

FRESOLO
From Page B1

firearm, knocking out three of
his teeth, and then shot him
twice in the groin area before
taking the drugs and being
driven away by Ms. Fresolo,
according to Ms. Richardson.
Ms. Fresolo, who is the
daughter of former State
Rep. John P. Fresolo, a current candidate for the seat he
previously held, entered into
a cooperation agreement with
prosecutors, Ms. Richardson
said. The agreement called for
Ms. Fresolo to testify against
Mr. Matthews in exchange
for the dismissal of several of
the charges against her and a
prosecution recommendation
that she be placed on probation after pleading guilty to
the remaining charges.
Ms. Fresolo’s testimony
against the 22-year-old Mr.
Matthews became unnecessary, however, when Mr.
Matthews pleaded guilty last
week to robbery, assault and
firearm charges and was sentenced to 5 years to 5 years and
a day in state prison with probation to follow.
As recommended by Ms.
Richardson and Ms. Fresolo’s
lawyer, Peter L. Ettenberg,

MONEY
From Page B1

“There are several specific
questions that need to be
answered to prove ownership,” police said.

MAMBO
From Page B1

Judge Kenton-Walker placed
Ms. Fresolo on probation for
four years after she pleaded
guilty to the robbery and
assault charges and dismissed
charges of armed assault with
intent to murder, carrying
a loaded firearm without a
license, unlawful possession
of a firearm and ammunition
and possessing a firearm in
the commission of a felony.
In urging the judge to
adopt the joint recommendation, Mr. Ettenberg said
Ms. Fresolo was “in a different state of mind” than she
was two years ago, when she
made “an extraordinarily poor
decision” that has caused
embarrassment for her and
her family. Mr. Ettenberg
said his client has found a job
she enjoys and has stopped
using illegal substances and
he predicted she would successfully complete her period
of probation.
“Don’t let this be what
defines you,” Judge KentonWalker told Ms. Fresolo after
placing her on probation.
“This isn’t who you are.
This is something you did.
That’s a big difference,” the
judge said.
Mr. Fresolo declined to
comment after his daughter’s
plea hearing.
Anyone who wants to claim
the money should contact
Detective Sgt. T.J. Coakley
at (508) 799-8651.
If the found money goes
unclaimed for a year, it is
returned to the finder.

to persons under age 21 and
overcrowding and a manager
was found responsible for all
violations on the premises,
according to city ofﬁcials. The
violations stemmed from a Sept.
23 incident. The Commission
suspended the bar’s license for

14 days for this violation.
In addition, the bar’s license
was suspended for two days
resulting from a prior violation
hearing on Feb. 4 and concerning two incidents - open after
hours on Jan. 9, 2016, and overcrowding on Jan. 22, 2016.

MCFARLANE

raising funds this month to
fight the cancer that took
Helen’s life. This will be the
case for Auntie Trainwreck
when they play at Greendale’s
Friday night.
And if you feel like coming
out to see them and support
the cause, don’t plan to, just
do it.
As Helen would say,
there are some things in life
that defy planning, like the
thirst for music that drives
Danielle, who has a double
major in English and communication, a minor in theater

arts (both from Assumption), and a full-time job as
a supervisor of public access
at Charter Communications;
like the motivation behind
the decision by the thieves to
return her guitars two months
after they had stolen them.
It will be the second time
that Danielle will be playing
the guitar Helen made her
since it was returned broken
and subsequently restored
by the painstaking effort of
fellow musician and Auntie
Trainwreck band member
Chris Tello.

“It plays beautifully, even
better than before,” Danielle
told me.
Yes, if music was a season,
it has to be the fall, because
truly no other season tells
us so clearly as music does
that the place where we are
going is the same as the one
we are leaving, and that every
moment and every day is
really just another chance
for us to find that which we
sometimes think we have lost,
like the indestructible spirit
of our love, beauty, creativity
and kindness.

wealthy families. For generations, you either owned a
factory or worked in one.
“You don’t change a lot,” he
said.
But with the advent of wider
transportation network, better
logistics, and the dawn of the
stock market, Worcester was
positioned well to build new
kinds of jobs that were just
being invented. Mr. Davidson said manufacturing had
previously been done every
step of the way in mill towns,
but now cities like Worcester
could specialize in supporting
the production of goods and
services, rather than having to
do everything.
That’s what allowed his
grandfather’s father-in-law,
George Bestick, to get a job as a
purchasing agent at the Heald
Machine Works. Mr. Bestick
later got Mr. Davidson’s grandfather at Heald, and the family
did well over the years.
“Each year you made a little
more money, you saw your kids
do well, you saw your grandkids
do better, and it became the
American story,” Mr. Davidson said.
That story didn’t exist in
previous generations, Mr.
Davidson said. It was built
and sustained by cities like
Worcester.

The city’s growth was a result
of the middle class acting like
a huge magnet that was constantly pulling people upward,
Mr. Davidson said. But starting in the 1970s and 1980s,
almost the opposite happened.
Manufacturing jobs started
disappearing as technology
allowed factories to run with
fewer workers. Expanding trade
opened up solid manufacturing
jobs to a competitive, global
marketplace. Now, instead of
pulling workers up, the new
economic reality essentially
bifurcated the middle class, Mr.
Davidson said.
He said that since, two-thirds
of the middle class has been
able to continue rising into
higher income brackets. But
the other one-third, Mr. Davidson explained, were pushed so
far down the economic ladder
that it is harder now to get to the
middle class.
Still, Mr. Davidson said the
city has adapted well. The city’s
population, a simple but important indicator of its health, has
stabilized in recent years, he
said. And it is a hub of health
care and education jobs.
He said that in researching
his story, he met immigrants
from various countries who
enjoyed Worcester for its relatively inexpensive cost of living.

Cities like Boston and New York
are being crowded out by the
“very, very rich,” Mr. Davidson said. That stifles all kinds
of categories of entrepreneurship, he added.
But in Worcester, people like
an Iraqi immigrant Mr. Davidson met look at the city as once
again a place of opportunity. It’s
big enough and cheap enough to
allow room for an immigrant to
start his or her own business.
That, he said, is an echo of the
same dynamics that meant so
much to his family.
Mr. Davidson said telling
that story through the lens of
his own family’s experiences
is perhaps what struck such a
chord with readers when the
article was published. An audience member asked him if he
was surprised at the reaction by
online readers who commented
on his story. He said he thought
that ultimately, what appealed
to readers was that his family’s history is not a unique or
special case. Everyone in the
room at the Worcester Historical Museum Wednesday night
probably has a similar story.
However, he jokingly
acknowledged that not all the
feedback was positive.
“The main lesson is: Watch it
when you write about Worcester,” he said.

detectors and water leaks.
The building has been sold
From Page B1
several times recently. Current
owner and manager Michael F.
City inspectors reported 84 O’Rourke, who had previously
code violations at the property managed the building when it
between January 2015 and April went into receivership in 2011,
2016, the second highest number purchased it for $420,000 on
in the city, with violations includ- Sept. 9, according to property
ing bedbugs, dangling smoke records.

“He’s got a good history ...
he lives in Worcester, and let’s
see how he does,” said William
Breault, chairman of the Main
South Alliance for Public Safety,
and a longtime critic of previous
managers of the property.
Commissioners set several
conditions to the license, which
had been agreed to in advance
by the city and Mr. O’Rourke,
according to Mr. O’Rourke’s
lawyer Jonathan Finkelstein.
These include having a resident
manager on duty 24 hours a day,
having visitors log in and leave
a picture identification with a
doorman, having new applicants
undergo criminal background
checks, having tenants enter and
exit the building through the front
door, having trash removed daily,
and installing security cameras,
according to a property management plan provided by Mr.
Finkelstein.
“I think this is the best news
we’ve heard in awhile,” Commissioner Karon Shea said.
In response to questions from
a community member and the

CLINTON — A ladder truck is used to pour water on an abandoned house behind the Polish American Veterans Club
at 292 Green St. Thursday morning. Parked vehicles and equipment made access to the burning house difficult for
firefighters. According to a Fire Department dispatcher, the call came in around 4:50 a.m., and went to three alarms.
The building is an abandoned home behind the Polish American Veterans Club. No one was injured, the dispatcher
reported. T&G STAFF/RICK CINCLAIR
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vocals and Yvette Rhault on
lead vocals) stopped performing following Helen’s death,
band members get together
every March on her birthday
to stage a benefit in her honor
and in support of the fight
against inflammatory breast
cancer.
In addition, Auntie Trainwreck and a number of the
other bands with which Helen
was affiliated have been

WRITER
From Page B1

That voyage to cities like
Worcester in search of better
opportunities was what brought
Mr. Davidson’s ancestors to the
city in the late 1800s. His greatgreat-grandfather, Solomon
Davidson, was a Lithuanian
immigrant who was so poor he
was almost turned away at Ellis
Island. He settled in Worcester
working first as a rag merchant,
then as a fruit merchant.
It was a slight step up for Solomon Davidson, but looking at
his children, it starts to become
clearer how the city, and the
middle class across the nation,
grew so quickly. The fruit merchant’s children, growing up in
a growing city that was proving its worth by its convenient
location, access to rail and canal
routes, and manufacturing
prowess, got jobs as accountants, or went to college.
“They start stepping onto the
staircase of growth in the United
States,” Mr. Davidson said.
He explained that this was
happening all at a time of great
change in America. Rigid social
and economic structures that
were in place for generations
previous were being loosened
by access to money outside
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Preston

voted unanimously to make
the August restrictions
permanent and ordered a oneday closure of the bar. Police
reported no incidents at the
bar since the Aug. 1 events.
Outside the meeting, Mr.
Sushchyk said that his clients accepted the one-day
suspension and said that the
city was lucky the incident
didn’t involve police shooting anybody or getting shot.

Pub will lose its liquor license
a total of 16 days for three incidents over the last year.
The License Commission
voted Thursday morning to
ﬁnd the popular bar on the
corner of May Street and Park
Avenue in violation of selling

WORCESTER — Three-yearold Ana Medina was the center
of attention Thursday morning
when state and local police
ofﬁcials presented her family
with a $5,000 check, courtesy
of Cops for Kids with Cancer,
at Sherry’s House, 1152 Pleasant St.
Ana, who was diagnosed with
Wilm’s tumor, recently had
surgery and is now undergoing
chemotherapy.
Worcester Chief Steven M.
Sargent, Mass State Police
Colonel Richard D. McKeon and
State Police Detective Lt. Bill
Coulter of Cops for Kids with
Cancer greeted Ana, her parents and grandmother Thursday
morning to present the check.
Cops for Kids with Cancer is a
charitable organization focused
on raising funds to provide
assistance to families of children ﬁghting cancer, to improve
the quality of their lives.
In recent years, the organization has provided donations to
more than 450 families.
After the presentation, Chief
Sargent and Colonel McKeon
toured Sherry’s House, which
provides free lodging to families while their child is being
treated for cancer in New England area hospitals.

Piedmont

Lawyer Paul M. Sushchyk,
who said he was a former New
Hampshire State Police officer, told the commissioners
Thursday that “obviously, the
evening got out of hand,” and
became “extremely frightening” for police.
The licensing commission

WORCESTER — Mahoney’s

Police agency heads
donate to Sherry’s House

200 ft.
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commission, Mr. Finkelstein
said that Mr. O’Rourke was the
sole owner of the building.
The commission requested
that Mr. O’Rourke return in six
months for members to check on
the progress of the building and to
review his request to increase the
number of rooms from 68 to 71.

