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SHE’S GOOD TO GO

Five to fly

I

n the world of international travel, there
are two important
items, a credit card and
a passport. Everything
else can be replaced or
purchased once you get to
your destination. We seem
to keep closer tabs on
our credit cards than our
passport. If 2016 is going
to bring travel into your
life, you need to review
these five important tips
about a US passport, even
for domestic flights.

Know the Expiration Date
Frequent travelers
loathe turning in their
passport because lastminute trips can arise.
Know the expiration date
of your passport and be
aware that many countries
require a passport be valid
up to six months AFTER
your return flight in order
to visit!
Yes, that means you
just lost six months of
the usable life of your
passport, but it is smart to
check it well in advance
and have it renewed
before it becomes an issue.
Some countries require
blank visa pages, know
what is needed and be
sure you are Good to Go.
By mail, the basic
turnaround is four to six
weeks, with a $110 fee
for adults. Need it faster?
By mail, you can get it
in three weeks or less for
$170 — plus extra costs
for sending paperwork
via express mail. You can
opt to pay $14.95 to have
the new passport delivered overnight once it’s
processed.
An eight-business day
turnaround is also possible for $170, but you must
provide information that
you’re traveling within
two weeks. Important
reminder: You must write
“EXPEDITED” on your
envelope or risk a delay.
Taking a Proper
Photo Saves Time
The specs required
for your 2×2 passport
photo are important. For
starters, the image must
have your head taking up
between 50 to 69 percent
of the space, from top
to chin. You can wear
only prescription glasses,
and no scarves or hats
are allowed, unless for
religious reasons. If you
don’t meet all of these
standards, you will be
required to send in a new
photo. Walgreens, WalMart, PostNet and other
local businesses are very
experienced in taking
your passport photos for a
nominal fee.
Mail Renewal is
Usually Best
The easiest way to
renew a passport is via
mail, since it only requires
a trip to the post office.
Simply print a form from
the U.S. Department of
State: http://travel.state.
gov/content/passports/
english/passports/renew.
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html and attach your
photo to the application,
along with your old passport and a money order or
check.
The check must include
your full name and date
of birth. If you are in
an extreme hurry, we’ve
found that A. Briggs in
Houston does a great job
at expediting the process,
but for quite a hefty fee.
Changes for 2016
The standard passport
has been issued with 28
blank pages for stamps
and visas. Frequent
international fliers could
request a 52-page book
at no additional cost or
pay for an extra 48 pages.
But, as of January 1, 2016
there are two changes: You
won’t be able to get those
extra pages — though
standard books will all
have 52 pages.
Oklahoma and
the Real ID Act
Put in place in 2005
by the Bush Administration in a reported effort
to thwart terrorists from
faking ID’s, the fourth
phase of this federal
initiative is “on hold” from
independent-minded
Oklahoma legislators who
value the privacy of their
fellow Oklahomans.
On Jan. 8, the Secretary
of Homeland Security
announced the timetable for the final phase
of implementation to the
REAL ID Act to inform
the traveling public of
changes that will be made
for identification for
domestic air travel effective Jan. 22, 2018.
Meaning? If things “stay
as they are,” then you may
have to have a passport
to fly domestically in the
USA, just as the historical
requirement for traveling
internationally.
Starting July 15, 2016,
TSA, in coordination with
airlines, will begin to issue
web-based advisories and
notifications to the traveling public of what ID will
be required. Dates have
been changed a number
of times, with each state
working through the huge
change in accepted ID
polices. Our advice is to
get that passport and be
Good to Go!
Patti Beth Anderson has more
than 20 years of experience in
the group travel industry taking
people all over the world. Her
motto is “I return with the
same number of people I left
with… not necessarily the same
people, but the same number
nevertheless. So no ‘crankpots’
allowed” She may be reached
at 918-786-3318 or pb@goodtogowithpb.com.

BITS & PIECES

The time is now

T

he time is now.
I’ve heard those
words multiple
times in the past three days,
as community, business
and city leaders gathered to
ponder the future of downtown Grove.
Hiring Ron Drake as a
consultant, to come into
Grove to assess downtown
vacant buildings, was good.
What happens next will
determine if the city’s downtown becomes great.
From conversations
swirling around about the
visit, it appears that it did
what Chuck Perry and
others hoped.
In Perry’s own words, the
Drake’s visit lit a fire — a
desire if you will — for many
to see something major
happen to revitalize and
rebuild downtown Grove.
In fact Perry hopes in
10 years, Grove residents
will look back and say, it all
started in January 2016.
Nothing happens though,

in a vacuum.
It’s going to take the entire
community — young and old
— to bring change to Grove.
Change is hard, it’s messy,
and at times, frustrating. It’s hard, especially
for those, like Dr. Larry
Stout and members of the
Grove Chamber and Grove
Area Merchants, who have
worked tirelessly for years to
make things happen.
Let’s face it, many in
Grove are exhausted. If we
let it, this visit will become
just another consultant,
providing ideas that sit on a
shelf, growing dust.
Ultimately, Drake’s visit
has provided some inspiration. It appears the ideas
have given people of all ages
hope for things to come.
What happens next will
take perspiration, money
and time. It will also take
the entire community,
pulling together, to make a
difference.
It’s time for others to stand

beside Sam Williams and
his iconic Sports Center, Jim
Serage and the newly established Second Kick Cycle
Works motorcycle museum,
and other downtown businesses owners.
It’s time for people of all
ages to say “you’ve gotten us
this far, let us work beside
you to take our town to the
next level.”
So what will this mean?
It means buyers and sellers
must find a way to work
together; it means we must
embrace new ideas which
breathe life and creativity
into our historic buildings.
It means Grove residents
must embrace, and support,
local businesses — new and
established by shopping
local, without automatically
choosing to leave town or
order online.
It means all of us, young
and old, look for ways we
can help with the process.
The spark of excitement
is there. What we do next
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determines if it erupts into a
raging fire of opportunity.
Former President Ronald
Reagan may have summed
up the thoughts best, in his
acceptance speech on July
17, 1980 at the Republican
National Convention.
“The time is now, my
fellow Americans to recapture our destiny, to take it
into our own hands.”
To this I would say, the
time is now, my fellow Grove
residents. Our destiny, our
future is in our hands. What
will you, what will I, do
about it?
Kaylea M. Hutson-Miller is the
managing editor of The Grove
Sun. Have an idea for a column
or story? She can be reached
at khutson@grovesun.com or
918-786-2228.
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Downtown Grove’s past cannot be ignored
This should go without saying; BUT
just in case: I presume, hope and trust
that 25 years of efforts were considered with this Ron Drake effort.
Lots of background that can be
utilized with examining, promoting,
the ideas and efforts along these same
lines — can be used by consulting
records of Jack Forest estate, Warren

Brower and many other individuals
who have spent untold numbers of
hours making this same effort.
Tons of background these people
put together should be used.
At one time, ODOT was on board
with bypass, bridge over Wolf Creek
and many other ideas that would
have more than put Grove and its

downtown miserys on the map.
At times it seemed an absolute
possibility. Many will poo-poo these
efforts but I feel that would be an
extreme dis-service to these past
efforts as well as a dis-service to the
future and present city of Grove.
ELGIN STRAHM
GROVE

No mention of museum
In response to Friday’s Grove Sun
article “Fresh Eyes’ stating that a
group of business and civic organizations calling themselves the Grove
Economic Development have hired
a consultant, Ron Drake, who was
instrumental in revitalizing downtown Siloam Springs, Arkansas to

make suggestions for improvements
to Grove’s downtown area.
I was surprised that your article
made no mention of the extensive
renovation to Grove’s former Chevrolet dealership, located at the corner
of Third and Hazel, done by local
businessman, Jim Serage, owner of

Zap Plumbing. T
he building houses the Checkered
Past café and a motorcycle museum,
which opened last year and is a
unique tourist attraction for this small
town.
MADOLYN TRYON
GROVE

Grateful for Grove residents
On Dec. 11, 2015, I received a call
from a social worker at the INTEGRIS Grove Hospital informing me
that my cousin, who lives in Grove,
was at the hospital with her son who
was gravely ill and asked if I could
come be with her.
The staff graciously administered
medical assistance to my cousin and
the doctor spent time explaining to
me what was occurring with her son.
Sadly, Rodney Redford passed away
that evening. This was the beginning
of my association with many townspeople of Grove, Oklahoma.
The staff at the Grand Lake Funeral
Home was above and beyond helpful,
guiding me through this process. The
social worker called back to check on
how we were doing and gave us further guidance and contacts for setting
up a place for my cousin to live as her

son was her full-time caregiver.
As we progressed on to the Grove
Nursing Center, we found so many
people ready to help make the transition easier for us.
Lowe’s employees, where Rodney
worked, gathered around us and gave
so much support, comfort, and love
at such an unexpected time. Some
employees came to the hospital when
they heard about their fellow worker,
which was quite impressive to us.
We have met some employees who
recognized us on the street who came
forward to give us a word of condolence. The human resources director
has been so helpful in keeping me
informed of paperwork. The Lowe’s
team is absolutely outstanding!
The work needed to assist my
cousin since the funeral has led me to
meet nurses who came to the house;

Carla at the Bank of Grove; Computer
Boy services; Frank’s Used Cars estimates, which led to finding a realtor;
friendly dining places; the busy post
office; and neighborhood friends who
have been cordial to us.
A special thank you to Mayor Marty
Follis, next door neighbor, who transported my cousin to the hospital after
the emergency services left the house.
It has been an amazing experience to come to the town of Grove,
Oklahoma, encounter such sadness
as Rodney’s death, but find totally
“ready to lend a hand” people at every
turn as I helped my cousin make new
changes in her life.
Thank you to all of you I have met
and be proud you are from Grove,
Oklahoma.
ELIZABETH SCRIBNER
SPRINGFIELD, MO.

