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A Senate
Review
By Senator Ron Sharp

This week, we received our
committee assignments for the 1st
Session of the 56th Legislature. I’ll
be again serving as the vice chair of
the Education Committee and also
will serve on the full Appropriations
and Energy Committees as well as
the Appropriations Subcommittee
on Education.
The Education Committee is
tasked with reviewing all education
bills filed each session. These issues
include school curriculum, teacher
salaries, classroom days and
attendance, training and education
requirements for teachers, and so
forth. As I mentioned before, teacher salaries will be one of our main
focuses this session.
The Energy Committee reviews
those bills having to do with the
state’s energy sector including
wind, water, oil and gas. This
committee deals with regulation of
these various industries and protecting the state’s natural resources.
The Appropriations Subcommittee on Education votes on all
of those education bills that will
have a fiscal impact and oversees
and crafts the budgets of eleven
education agencies including the
Arts Council, the Department of
Career and Technology Education,
the Department of Education, the
Educational Television Authority,
the Regents for Higher Education,
the Commissioners of the Land
Office, the Department of Libraries,
the Physician Manpower Training
Commission, the Office of Educational Quality and Accountability,
the School of Science and Math,
and the Center for Advancement of
Science and Technology. Together
these agencies were appropriated
just over $3.6 billion in the current
budget.
Agencies submitted their budget
requests to the Governor and the
Legislature in October. Our subcommittees then began analyzing
agency program performance
measures and filing reports on our
findings. No appropriations can
be made to an agency until those
reports have been filed.
This month, the Board of
Equalization will meet for its initial
certification of revenues, which the
Governor will use for her budget
that will be presented during the
State of the State Address on the
first day of session. The Board of
Equalization will then meet again
in mid-February to certify revenues
and that is the amount that the Legislature is constitutionally-bound
by to use for the next fiscal budget.
In February, subcommittees
will hold budget hearings for the
upcoming fiscal year and move
substantive bills with fiscal impacts
through the process. In late April
to May, the subcommittee get their
budget allocation and convene the
General Conference Committee
on Appropriations (GCCA). By
this time, the Senate and House
Appropriation Subcommittees have
decided most of what they want to
fund, and it’s time to work out a
consensus in conference. In May,
the Legislature begins filing appropriation bills.
Friday was the bill request
deadline. Around 1,100 bills were
requested. Staff now has until
Thursday, Jan. 19 to research, draft
and get approval of those requests.
We’ll meet for Organization Day
on Tuesday, Jan. 3. This is when we
formally vote on our Pro Tem and
other leadership positions as well
as some other office matters. Session will then kickoff on Monday,
Feb. 6.
In closing, I’d like to clarify some
confusion concerning SQ 640. As
a section of the Oklahoma Constitution approved by Oklahoma
voters, this cannot be removed by
a vote of the legislature. Only an
initiative petition by the people,
and a subsequent approval by the
voters, can remove the restrictions
of that section within the Oklahoma
Constitution. That Constitutional
provision, approved in 1992,
requires a three-fourths vote by the
legislature to increase taxes. It is
unlikely an initiative petition will
be brought forward to repeal SQ
640, and it’s just as unlikely that
the voters would vote in a general
election to repeal that section of the
Oklahoma Constitution.
Will Roger famously said “It
ain’t what you don’t know that gets
you in trouble, it is what you know
that ain’t so.”
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doption is hard. Don’t let
anyone tell you it isn’t.
Our adoption hasn’t
been. At least, not compared to
what it should have been.
Five years ago we went to
Addis Ababa and brought home
a four-year old who produces
energy at a rate that would
make a nuclear reactor jealous
and has a 10,000-watt smile
that makes being unhappy
really difficult
He wakes up before the sun
with a smile on his face and
spark plugs in his heels and
goes 100 miles per hour until
sleep finally overtakes him.
He never seems to have a
care in the world. That isn’t
typical of children who remember being relinquished to an
orphanage by a mother who
could no longer feed or care for
them and made the ultimate
sacrifice to preserve their lives.
Dawit was severely malnourished and suffered from
pneumonia to the point where
his birth mother had to make
a choice to continue to try to
care for him and risk his life, or
allow someone else to take that
responsibility.
We met his birth mother
after we had taken custody.
She had the same smile and big
laugh that her son had inherited. She meant well. She loved
her child and did all she could
for him.
But she was all alone. Her life
didn’t allow her to care for him
well.
That’s where we came in.
When we decided to adopt,
we wanted to help a child who
needed a family. We asked the
agency which children had the
most trouble getting adopted.
The answer was older boys.
That made our decision easy.
We already had a seven-year
old son. A little brother would
be perfect for him.
We were ready for anything.
We read the books. These problems should be expected. Other
issues are possible.
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The biggest problem we have
is that he can be messy when
he tries to help do something
for himself. I’m pretty sure
messiness in little boys goes
beyond international adoptions
of older children.
Like I said, our adoption has
been easy compared to what we
expected. But every now and
then, shadows reach out from
places Dawit doesn’t usually reveal and show us some feelings
that are hidden by his normally
bright smile.
Whether it is sobbing tears in
a movie theater when a friendly
dinosaur takes in a human
boy and returns him safely to
his own family, or constant
questions about what time it
is in Ethiopia and what life is
like for his friends that are still
there, we see glimpses of an
inner conflict.
You simply never know when
something is going to sneak
up out of his eternal happiness
and punch you in the gut.
This week on an assignment,
Dawit had read a story. One
of the characters looked sad
after listening to a conch shell
because she recalled a time
from her past. The students
were asked if they ever felt sad
missing a person or place. My
son’s answer delivered one of
those infrequent punches to
the gut.
“In Africa, my mom said to
go to a different mom and dad,”
he wrote.
Hold on for a second. I think
I have something in my eye.
It’s been five years. He has
been with us longer than he has
been anywhere. He loves his

life and his brother. If you don’t
believe me, you should hear his
prayers. Every day he thanks
God for his family and friends.
He loves them and he is loved
well.
But he still worries about
his birth mother and if she is
safe. He is starting to overcome
the rage he felt for her when
he first laid eyes on her after
we had taken custody and met
with her for a couple of hours
so she could tell him goodbye
and tell us more about herself
and her dreams for him as he
grows older. He wouldn’t look
at her or touch her. He was
mad.
However, he is beginning to
understand that what she did
wasn’t selfish – in fact it was
selfless. She did the hardest
thing any mother could because she feared for his health
and well-being.
Sometimes these reminders
are good for us. He is so happy
and vibrant that we tend to forget that there is trauma in his
past that he still has to process.
He will be just fine. Having
to travel to a far off land and
leave all you know behind can’t
be easy.
But he has a family now. He
will never be alone.
Whatever he goes through,
we’ll be right there with him
every step of the way.
Adoption is hard. Don’t let
anyone tell you it isn’t.
But there is nothing in the
world that has been as rewarding to me or my family than
adding this endless supply of
unbridled energy wrapped in
brown skin to our clan.
One day I hope we get to buy
dinner for the woman who told
him “to go to a new mom and
dad” and let her see how far
he has come since she relinquished the sick little malnourished boy many years ago.
I think she would be incredibly proud of the young man he
is becoming. I know I am.
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