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To our readers:
Sierra Views offers a view of the events, activities, and fun up and down the Eastern Sierra
and beyond. In this issue, we feature the upcoming Lake Isabella Fishing Derby, browse
through artifacts at the Eastern California Museum, and what the town of Bishop has in
store for the late winter and beyond.
On the cover:
The Eastern California Museum in Independence tells a
tale of history in the Eastern Sierras with historic artifacts both in and outside its location.
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Lake Isabella Fishing
Derby celebrates 30 years
The 30th annual Isabella Lake Fishing Derby will take place from April
13-15, 2019.
A popular event in the Kern River
Valley, the derby is introducing three
divisions this year: men, women and
youth. The men’s and women’s divisions
will pay up to $2,000 for first place,

Crestwood Animal Hospital
For All Your Pet’s Needs
• Lab & X-Rays
• Wellness Exams
• Immunizations
• Dentistry

and the youth division up to $1,000
for first place. All five positions in all
three divisions pay double if a 2019
Derby T-shirt or hoodie were purchased.
Also new this year, the Derby will be
stepping it up in the raffle department.
The first grand prize raffle will be a
Sundolphin Boss SS 12-foot-4-inch

Join Us For A
Great Meal
• Gourmet Sauces
• Daily Specials
• Catering Service
• Full Bar

Open 6 Days A Week
LAKE ISABELLA FISHING DERBY/FACEBOOK

A crowd gathers at the Isabella Lake Fishing Derby headquarters in 2018. This year’s
headquarters are at the Lake Isabella Senior Center, 6405 Lake Isabella Blvd.
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fishing kayak fully rigged with a
Lawrence Hook2 4x with a Ram mounting system, 12-volt battery in a sealed
water-tight case in hall; a Lawrence
through-hull scupper mount with bullet
transducer; a set of trout rods and
other items.
Second grand prize raffle will be a
Honda Eu 2200i, 2200-watt Honda
generator. The third grand prize raffle
will be cash, two separate drawings
for $500 cash each.
There will still be the popular fishnet
raffle.

Raffle tickets are sold at the derby
headquarters this year, at Lake Isabella
Senior Center (6405 Lake Isabella
Blvd.). They are also sold, along with
merchandise,
online
at
https://www.kernrivervalley.com/2018isabella-lake-fishing-derby.
The first trout were delivered to the
fish pens at Red’s Marina in November.
They are are growing fast, as they are
fed three times a day by an all-volunteer
crew set up by Mark Chambers of the
Kern River Valley Chamber of Commerce. ❖

• Tires &
• Exhaust
Wheels
Systems
• Shocks &
• Brakes
Struts
• Routine
• Oil Changes
Maintenance
629 Inyokern Road
(760) 446-4771

501 N. China Lake Blvd.
1-760-384-3131

Come Check Our Everyday
Low Prices & Quality Service

Nor thern Mojave Visitor Center and
Death Valley Tourist Center

Maturango Museum and Gift Shop
100 East Las Flores Ave. • Ridgecrest CA 93555
760-375-6900 • Fax 760-375-0479 • www.maturango.org
Open 10am - 5pm Daily Except Major Holidays
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‘Wishing Upon Fruitcakes’

Independence Fruitcake Festival returns
BY JESSICA WESTON
The Daily Independent

A

fter a two year hiatus,
the internationally acclaimed Annual Fruitcake Festival returned to the
American Legion Hall of the
Inyo County Seat at Independence, California on December 15, 2018.
The theme this time as
“When You Wish Upon a
Fruitcake.” Previous themes
have included everything from
“Fruitcakes in Space,” “Food
of the Pharaohs” and, of
course, “Peace, Love and Fruitcakes.”
Under the direction of emcee Michael Pietrobon, the
event included all the traditional elements, including the
Festival Convocation by way
of Clanging of the Flatware,
the lip-synch contest (won by
93 year old Norma), the ceremonial tasting of the archival
14-year-old fruitcake, the
crowning of Fruitcake King
Bryan Kosters, and of course
the judging of various edible
PHOTOS BY JESSICA WESTON/DAILY
INDEPENDENT

The American Legion Hall in Independence hosted the 2018 Independence Fruitcake Festival,
an eclectic celebration of a holiday icon. At the lower right,
Bryan Kosters is crowned the
Fruitcake King.
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PHOTOS BY JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Two important parts of the Fruitcake Festival: the lip-sync contest (left) and the judges’ deliberation over the various fruitcakes.
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entries.
The judging is a serious business. Fruitcakes were honored
in the following categories: fruitcake that travelled farthest, oldest
fruitcake, most solids, the judges
award and, of course, best of
theme.
Fruitcake judges included Inyo
County Superior Court Judges
Brian Lamb and Steven Place
with technician/librarian Joe
Frankel wielding something
called the nut-o-meter to measure
the density of nuts in each entry.
The list of 2018 winners is as
follows:
• Most Solids – Rich and Kathy
White, Independence, California.
A judge’s comment was “Minimal
cake, mostly solids.” Honorable
mention went to an alleged fruitcake named Plumbum which
weighed 25 lbs.
•Traveled Farthest – Ed
Pittman, Bishop, California. The

cake came from Summerton,
South Carolina.
• Oldest – Judy and Sue Palmer,
Shoshone, California. The cake
was made in 2013 from their
mother Ruth’s recipe.
• Best of Theme –Waucoba and
Tsiava Hunter for their fruitcake
named Asteroid, which was a
gluten-free fruitcake. Honorable
mention - Lynn and Steve
Church, Independence, California
for their Fruitcake with a shooting
star.
• Judges Award – Annika Foote,
Bishop, California for her “Rum
Keep” cake, a fortified tower within a castle.
The event was dreamed up by
Nancy Masters and a group of
friends in 2005 and has been
held 14 times since then. Admission was either $5 or a fruitcake
for the judging this year.
It is fervently hoped the festival
will be back in 2019. ❖

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY
INDEPENDENT

Writer Mary Hunter
Austin's former home
in Independence is a
California State Park
Commission Historical
Landmark. It is located
very near the Eastern
California Museum,
which also features an
exhibit of Austin's
work.

Mary Hunter Austin’s historic
home in Independence
BY JESSICA WESTON
The Daily Independent

A

woman ahead of her time, Mary
Hunter Austin was a writer,
schoolteacher, self-taught naturalist and feminist who lived from 1868
to 1934. She wrote her classic book
“Land of Little Rain” in 1903 while
living in her home in Independence.
She left the area after the success of
that book and moved to an artist colony

in Carmel, California. She later lived in
New York, Europe and Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Austin wrote 27 books in all
and more than 250 short works including
short stories, poems, plays and articles.
Austin’s former home is located at
253 Market Street in Independence. It
is a California State Park Commission
Historical Landmark and is down the
street from the Eastern California Museum. The museum also features an exhibit of her work.

Your Local Full Service Facility
• Mortuary
• Cemetery
• Crematory
Your Pre-Planning
Professionals
Ask us about Forethought
Insurance

216 S. Norma St., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 • 760-371-1376

• Assistance With
Out Of Town
Arrangements
• A Chapel With
A Variety Of
Services To Fit
Your Needs

Our Family Serving
your Family Since 1967
FD 1184

FOR SALE BY OWNER • Listed on Bizbuysell.com
• BUILT IN 1978 - PERSONALLY ENJOYED SINCE 2003
• ON .44 ACRE
• JUST OVER 3000 sa FT INSIDE RETAIL + WORKSHOP AREA
• 5000 sa FT EXTRIOR RETAIL
• CURRENTLY AN INDEPENDENT STORE with all of its history
in ACE Hardware
• DUNN EDWARDS PAINT DISTRIBUTOR
• TOURIST TOWN - UNINCORPORATED AREA OF KERN COUNTY
• 13 MILES TO NEXT HARDWARE STORE
• 1 HOUR TO NEXT BIG BOX STORE
• Y. A BLOCK TO RIVER (FISHING)
• 6 MILES TO LAKE
• WALKABLE COMMUNITY WITH HISTORICAL FLAVOR
• Asking price: $650,000 ($450,000 is real estate) will consider financing

ADDRESS: 11317 KERNVILLE RD, KERNVILLE, CA 93238
OWNER: JILL SLOAN 760-417-1131 • jill@archieshardware.com
Reason for selling: I must move out of state due to family commitment.
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EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM: a time
machine to Eastern Sierra of the past
BY JESSICA WESTON
The Daily Independent

T

he Eastern California Museum has been around
since 1928. The mission
of the museum is “to collect,
preserve, and interpret objects
and information related to the
cultural and natural history of
Inyo County and the Eastern
Sierra, from Death Valley to
Mono Lake,” according to its
website.
The museum also houses
about 27,000 historic photographs of the Eastern Sierra region and typically handles about
200 requests for information
or photo reprints per year.
The museum includes permanent exhibits include the Norman Clyde Exhibit, which spotlights “The Pack with legs;” Baskets and American Life; Water
(on the Owens Valley water story);
General
History/Geology/Oddities; Pioneering Women of Inyo County; the Virtual Transportation
Museum; Farming and Ranching and an exhibit on 20th century writer Mary Austin – whose
historic home is located nearby.
The permanent exhibit on
Manzanar includes artifacts,
photos and original art from
the Manzanar World War II Internment Center, which was located six miles south of Independence. Manzanar is also a
U.S. National Park Service His-

PHOTOS BY JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

The Eastern California Museum has collections of artifacts related to the natural history of the Eastern Sierras.
Among those artifacts are clothes (above) and baskets (right) used by early settlers.

toric Site.
A special exhibit at the Eastern
California Museum features
Photogravures by Edward S.
Curtis.
The museum also has a popular bookstore.
The Eastern California Museum is located at 155 N. Grant
Street in Independence, California. The museum is open 10
a.m. – 5 p.m., seven days a week.
No entrance fee is required,
although donations are appreciated. The museum asks that
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those planning a visit with groups
of schoolchildren contact the museum ahead of time with the date
and time of the visit for better
accommodation. Those wanting
to use the museum for research
are also asked to make appointments head of time.
Contact the museum at 760878-0258 or for more information. ❖

Karen Cussimonio
661-446-6373

Karen’s Cottage
Antiques & Collectibles
101 E. H. Street,
Tehachapi, CA 93561
kcussimonio@gmail.com
M - Sat 10-5pm • Sun 11-4pm

10% Off With Ad

MUSEUM
KERN VALLEY

Explore Over 12,000 Square Feet of

Local Historical Indoor and Outdoor
Exhibits and Displays
Gift Shop and Art Gallery
Where your admission is always free!
Open Thursday thru Sunday 10am to 4pm
www.kernvalleymuseum.org

PHOTOS BY JESSICA WESTON

Historic artifacts on display outside the Eastern
California Museum in Independence. The museum
is located at 155 N. Grant
Street in Independence,
California. It is open from
10 a.m.-5 p.m., seven days
a week.

Home of the Famous
Philly Cheese Steak Sandwich

1-760-384-4541

49 Big Blue Rd.
Kernville CA

760-376-6683

501 N. China Lake Blvd.

Ridgecrest, CA

INDIAN WELLS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

Watering Restrictions

For All Your Decorating Needs!

per Ordinance 103
Days

Hours

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

Even Addresses

Tue, Thu, Sat

Odd Addresses

Wed, Fri, Sun

Months

8 pm - 8 am

April 1 - Oct 31

Anytime

Nov 1 - Feb 28

ALL Addresses

In March, transition from the anytime
hours schedule to the 8pm to 8am
schedule above

ALL Addresses

No watering on Mondays

ALL Addresses

Excessive water runoff onto pavement is prohibited

ALL Addresses

No watering within 48 hours of rainfall

D
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WATERED!!!
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Questions?
C
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Or
Visit
((760)
760) 3
75-5086
375-5086
w
ww.iwvwd.com
www.iwvwd.com

• Carpet
• Vinyl
• Window
Treatments

• Tile
• Hardwood
• Much More

We have the best knowledge and
experience, so give us a call and set up
your appointment for a no cost, no
obligation consultation!
Ca. License # 781251

Located at 1522 N. Inyo
(760) 446-2204
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Mark your calendars - here’s what to do in the Eastern Sierra!
Whiskey Flat Days
California’s Whiskey Flat Days is a
long-standing Southern California tradition and one of the most popular
festivals in the area. The festival invites
guests to step back in time to the days
of the Wild West with attractions like
a rodeo, parade, carnival rides, a Wild
West. Whiskey Flat Days is held every
President’s Day weekend (Feb. 16-17

this year). It is a leap back to the good
ol’ Wild West days when the area was
settled by gold miners, cattle ranchers
and trappers. Join us when Kernville
reverts to its old name “Whiskey Flat”
for four nostalgic days of fun for the
entire family.
California City is, according to eBird
numbers, the third-hottest hotspot for
birding in Southern California, and is

in the Top 10 for the state. This is due
to several manmade migrant traps.
Central Park, and the surrounding golf
courses, and Silver Saddle, a private
club, at the base of Galileo Hill were
built 40-50 years ago.
Wildflower season at Red Rock
Canyon State Park
Wildflower season at Red Rock
Canyon can be a spectacular thing to

No More Electricity Bills

California

OLD TOWNE

ANTIQUES

COINS and COLLECTIBLES

216 N. Balsam St.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

DMV Services • Renewals • Transfers
Tags • Plates • Vin • Notary

Diane Fernandez

760-384-1709

661-477-8092

Tuesday - Saturday
11am - 6pm

20031 W. Valley Blvd. Ste A
Tehachapi, CA 93561
oldtownreg@gmail.com

Mobile Services Avaialable to Disabled
Specializes in Licensing Late Model Vehicles

Find Us On Facebook

Located In The
Heart Of Bishop
Easy Walk To Dining & Shopping

We offer made-in-America Solar
World© Panels and SMA©
and Enphase© lnverters.

Phone: 760-375-3118 • Fax: 760-375-3166
643 N. China Lake Blvd. Suite A
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
cordell.construction@yahoo.com

Find Your Dream Home In
The Kern River Valley
Mountains, river, lake and all the sports that go with them – or a quiet,
slow paced lifestyle. Call us for a wide variety of properties.
We may deal in real estate, but our real business is people.

Rita D'Angelo Real Estate

www.RedRoof.com/property/ca/bishop/rri900

760-549-9579 • Lic# DRE 01033686
9752 Little
Gray Fox Ln
Weldon
$99,000
1 BR 1 BA
Cute Cute Cute
Cabin with amazing
views down Kelso Valley. Open living, kitchen and dining room
with huge windows. Large bedroom w/big closet and bathroom
w/laundry hookups. Adorable Pot Belly Stove to keep you
warm and toasty. Outside you find 2.5 acres, hug patio, deck,
your own well, and a Big storage shed. You will see more stars
at night then you ever imagined. This well maintained cabin
with its gorgeous wood walls just may be what you are looking
for. Gravel driveway, lots of parking, big trees.

• FREE Continental Breakfast
• FREE WiFi
• Deluxe Accomodations
• DirecTV w/Large Flatscreens
• Fish Cleaning &
Freezing Facilities
TURN OFF MAIN STREET AT ELM STREET

800-356-3221 • 150 ELM ST, BISHOP • 760-873-3564
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behold. During a good season — meaning ample rains during the fall and the
lack of a sudden heat wave; Red Rock
is painted with purples, yellows, golds,
pinks, and a variety of other colors.
Commonly, you can find many species
of desert wildflowers in the area; such
as, Mojave Aster, Monkey Flowers, Yellow Primrose, Indigo Bush, and the
exotic looking Desert Trumpet, to just
name a few.
Wildflower season is generally from
mid-March through April and into
May. Occasionally, on really good years
it can extend into June if weather is
still mild.
During this time you can find flowers
throughout all of the park. Some areas
are often better for wildflower viewing
than others, it is strictly dependent on
weather and pollination restrictions.
It is always a good idea to check in
with the Visitor Center, or the Wildflower Hotline at 661-724-1180, to determine the best viewing areas of the
season.

8964 Deer
Haven St
Wofford
Heights
$539,900
3 BR 2 BA
The views are stunning. Has a wrap
around porch with seating area that looks right to the lake. Garage is
30 x 25 with work space and RV/boat parking. The kitchen has granite
countertops and backsplash. Refrigerator, stove, microwave and dishwasher included, Large living room and dining room with cathedral
style ceilings. Has a pellet stove with thermostat. Fully landscaped
W/shrubs, ash and redwood trees with sprinkler system. Exterior is
Hardy Cement Siding for fire safety and also composition fire retardant
roofing. This is 1.5 acres of pure beauty. Creek below property.

2940
Higham
Lake Isabella

3032
Elmwood Ave
Lake Isabella

$60,000
2 BR 1 3/4 BA
This is a Fantastic
opportunity
to
own a fully fenced, double size corner lot in Lakeland
Estates - only minutes from Isabella Lake! Property
consists of .29 of an acre with trees with a comfortable
2 bedroom 2 bath manufactured home that sports a
split wing design. Come see all this little beauty has to
offer!! View of Mountains. RV/Boat Parking

$115,000
2 BR 2 BA
Sits on a nice corner
lot and has an over
sized detached 2 car
garage. Has a brand new roof on the house and garage, new flooring throughout the home and fresh exterior paint as well. Two large
bedrooms, the master includes it's own bathroom with a shower
and large soaking tub. The living room and dining area are spacious as well. Two new evap coolers. Large covered deck out front,
and a small deck out back. Home is fenced and cross fenced for
dogs or kids!! 6 foot high fencing for the jumpers! House is on a
permanent foundation and has RV or boat parking on the side.

Wintertime in Mammoth
While the winter is winding down,
due to a recent Southern California
storm, Mammoth Lakes has plenty of
powder, and there is still time to hit
the slopes.
Mammoth Lakes is famous for its
winter sports, and the snowboarding
lives up to its world-class reputation.

1000 N Norma Ste 8 • 760-446-0332
In the Synergy Center behind Del Taco

Visit our website for class
schedules www.catsrc.com
or on facebook at Center for
Athletic Success CATS

The area boasts two major resorts, as
well as unlimited opportunity for backcountry exploration.
Where to go Snowboarding
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area –
This is the largest resort in the area,
and the hub of winter activity in Mam-

FREE Consultation &
FREE Jewelry Design
• Custom Jewelry
& Repairs
• Diamonds & Gems
• Gold, Silver,
& Platinum
$$ CASH 4 GOLD $$

MGM
jewelry & Loan, Inc.
11117 Kernville Rd, Kernville, CA 93238
760-376-3600•mgmjewelryandloan.com

The China Lake Museum
130 E. Las Flores Ave.
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
760-677-2866
www.chinalakefoundation.org
FB @chinalakefoundation
Instagram @chinalakemuseum
Open Monday – Saturday
10 am – 4 pm

moth Lakes.
At 11,053 feet, Mammoth is the
tallest ski resort in California. The resort boasts over 3,500 acres of rideable terrain, and over 150 named trails.
June Mountain
June Mountain is a great place to
Toni Rae Caraker
www.libertytax.com\13359
Smart # 661-771-3238

escape the crowds. For beginner and
intermediate riders, June is ideal, as
almost half of the mountain is rated
intermediate. The resort has 35 named
trails, its summit tops out at 10,090
feet, and has a capacity to service
10,000 rides per hour. ❖

UNDERWAY

Ghost
Tours
Sprin
Summegr
& Fall

TS 2019 (TY2018)

CALL FOR HOURS
Year Round Service

979 W. Valley Blvd., Units 2 & 3
Tehachapi, CA 93561
Phone: (661) 822-0660 & 822-7513
Cell: (661) 428-3601 • Fax: (661) 822-7511
toni.caraker@yahoo.com

Historic...

21 historic buildings as seen on A&E,
The History Channel & Featured on BioHD's
"My Ghost Story, Haunted Discoveries"
& "Xtreme Hauntings Live"
• Antiques Shops • Museum Displays •
• Self & Docent Guided Tours •
20 Minutes from Kernville…l00 Years Back in Time!
Search “Silver City Ghost Town" on Facebook
"Like" to see newsfeed & more!

Open Daily 10am-4pm (5pm Sat.) or by appointment

3829 Lake Isabella Blvd., Bodfish, CA 93205
760-379-5146
facebook.com/silvercityghosttown

EWINGS

“A Fine Dining Experience"

Come Join Us...

Open 7 Days A Week
Breakfast 7-11am
Lunch 11am-4pm • Dinner 4-9pm

Dining ◆ Drinks ◆ Views

g
ythin
Ever , Except
ew
Is N e View!
Th

Visit the “Secret City” Where America comes for defense.
Home of the Sidewinder,
Shrike, Walleye, WWII
Rockets and critical elements
of the Manhattan Project.
Explore China Lake and
how our inventions
have impacted your daily life.

Prime Rib Served Friday & Saturday
Plus Daily Specials Offered
Foreign & Domestic Beer
Fine Wines • Cocktails

Featuring

Banquet Facility • Private Parties
2 Fireplaces • 5 Large Screen TV’s
Reservations accepted for parties
of six or more

760-376-2411

125 Buena Vista Dr Kernville
Visa, Mc, AmEx, and Discover
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