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Where to catch a
Thanksgiving meal

JESSICA WESTON/DAILY INDEPENDENT

The Daily Independent
wishes everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.
And while this is the
season of eating, here is a
quick rundown of where
to find a Thanksgiving
meal in town:
• Kristy’s Family
Restaurant, 430 S. China
Lake Blvd., is hosting a
Thanksgiving Turkey
Dinner from 11 a.m. until
it’s all gone. The menu
features roast turkey and
stuffing with soup or salad and garlic bread or
dinner roll. A slice of
pumpkin pie can be purchased for 99 cents.
• Roxanne’s Cafe, located inside the Clarion
Inn (901 N. China Lake
Blvd.) is hosting a
Thanksgiving dinner
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
featuring goodies such as
a breakfast station, salad

station, dessert station,
turkey, prime rib, ham,
and more. Adults are $25,
seniors $20, kids 10 and
under are $13.
• Lugo’s Grill, 908 N.
Norma, welcomes the
community for a Thanksgiving Dinner, beginning
at 11 a.m. until all gone.
The price is $13.99,
$12.99 for seniors.
• Schooners Patio
Grille, 1400 N. Norma,
will begin its Thanksgiving Dinner at noon until
all gone. $17.99 for a traditional turkey dinner;
$22.99 for a traditional
turkey and ham dinner.
• Denny’s, located at
104 S. China Lake Blvd.,
will have a Thanksgiving
dinner on its menu, featuring a turkey and dressing dinner pack with
stuffing, turkey gravy, and
cranberry sauce.

People play stickball at the Cherokee Fall Gathering Saturday at Upjohn Park.

A CHEROKEE COMMUNITY
Cherokee Fall Gathering held Saturday at Upjohn Park
BY JESSICA WESTON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

City Editor
jweston@ridgecrestca.com

The Cherokee Community of Central California
held a fall event at Upjohn
Park on Saturday. Over
60 people attended the
fall gathering, including
one from as far away as
Vancouver Washington.
Speaker Cole Hogner
from the Cherokee Nation was flown in from
Oklahoma as a special
guest. Hogner spoke on
the background of stickball, which he said is an
ancient tribal game to the
southeastern tribes in the
US. The game has a fascinating history and was
used as a way to avoid actual warfare.
“Every tribe east of the
Mississippi played a version of this game,” he said.
They each had their own
unique way of making
sticks, making the ball and
their own set of rules.
Cherokees traditionally
played a version similar to
Lacrosse, which is actually credited as the origin of
Lacrosse itself.
Fields could be as large
as football fields. Any
number of people could
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The Cherokee Fall Gathering Saturday at Upjohn Park also included plenty of
Cherokee-themed books for sale.

play. There would be two
equal sized teams and one
ball.
The object of the game
was to score points, getting
the ball through the goal
posts.
Hogner instructed people at the gathering and
they got their own game
going. The majority had
not played before, although some had. As they
took part in a friendly
game, Hogner told the

Daily Independent the traditional games were much
more intense – so much so
that deaths actually occurred.
“It was not as relaxed as
what you are watching
right here,” he said. “It
was a man on man game,
women didn’t play.”
He said every man
chased the ball trying to
score points, trying to get
the ball loose. Along the
way they hit each other on
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Cole Hogner at the Cherokee Fall Gathering. Hespoke on the history and meaning of stickball.
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‘We need hundreds’:
Fire victims’ families
urged to give DNA

the wrist, elbows and legs,
choked each other and hit
each other on the head.
“It was brutal, these
were war clubs,” he said.
“If somebody died playing
that game, the game didn’t stop. They drug them
off to the side. They didn’t
stop playing.”
As violent as this
sounds, the game actually
saved lives. It was used as
SEE CHEROKEE, A5
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A musician plays a recorder at the Cherokee Fall
Gathering Saturday at Upjohn Park.
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SACRAMENTO, Calif.
— Authorities are using a
powerful tool in their effort to identify the scores
of people killed by the
wildfire that ripped
through Northern California: rapid DNA testing that produces results
in just two hours.
The system can analyze
DNA from bone fragments
or other remains, then
match it to genetic material provided by relatives of
the missing. But the technology depends on people
coming forward to give a
DNA sample via a cheek
swab, and so far, there are
not nearly as many volunteers as authorities had
hoped for.
As of Tuesday, nearly
two weeks after the inferno devastated the town of
Paradise and surrounding
areas, the number of confirmed dead stood at 81,
and the sheriff ’s list of
those unaccounted for had
about 700 names.
But only about 60 people had provided samples
to pop-up labs at the Butte
County Sheriff ’s office in
Oroville and an old Sears
building in Chico, where
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency set
up a disaster relief center,
said Annette Mattern, a
spokeswoman for ANDE,
the Longmont, Colorado,
company that is donating
the technology.
“We need hundreds,”
Mattern said. “We need a
big enough sample for us
to make a positive ID on
these and to also give a
better idea of how many
losses there actually are.”
Confusion and conflicting information, the inability of relatives to travel to Northern California
and mistrust of the government may be contributing to the low number.
Tara Quinones hadn’t
heard anything from her
uncle, David Marbury, for
eight days before she drove
north from the San Francisco Bay Area to give a
sample Friday. A worker
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used a small tool to scrape
her cheek, took three
swabs of skin and asked
her detailed questions
about who she was looking
for and their relationship.
The uncle’s landlord
confirmed his house
burned down with his vehicle still in the garage, but
Quinones had no idea if
any remains were found.
Marbury’s name keeps going on and off the everchanging list of the missing.
“I did it just to be proactive,” Quinones said Monday. “This is the one way I
could contribute to helping find my uncle.”
Some of those who have
given DNA came forward,
like Quinones, after learning about the identification effort in their desperate search for a loved
one, others after the sheriff ’s office called to say
that remains that probably
belonged to a family member had been found.
Mattern declined to say
Tuesday how many victims ANDE’s technology
has helped identify. Sheriff Kory Honea’s office did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment.
The fire was 75 percent
contained Tuesday. Rain in
the forecast for Wednesday through Thanksgiving weekend could aid in
fighting the fire but could
also bring flash floods and
complicate efforts to recover remains.
Once DNA is extracted
from the remains, it is
placed in a vial that goes
into a black machine that
looks like a bulky computer printer. It takes just
two hours to process the
material and get a DNA
profile; traditional methods can take days or
weeks. If a relative’s DNA
is already in the system, a
match will pop up right
away.
Mattern said it has been
surprisingly easy to get
DNA from remains, despite the devastating damage done by the flames.
“We went in with pretty
SEE DNA, A5

A6 Thursday, November 22, 2018 www.ridgecrestca.com

News

QUESTIONS? Contact Managing Editor
Christopher Livingston at 375-4481 x111 or at
clivingston@ridgecrestca.com

BUSINESS
24,465.64
6,908.82
2,641.89
1,469.01
12,048.66

▼551.80
▼119.65
▼ 48.84
▼ 27.53
▼232.25

Darkening clouds start
to overhang global
economic expansion
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• Commerce Department releases durable
goods for October.

A gathering storm?
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After
galloping along for the past
two years, the global economy is showing signs of
weakening, with the United
States, China and Europe all
facing the rising threat of a
slowdown.
Few economists foresee
an outright global recession
within the next year. But the
synchronized growth that
powered most major economies since 2017 appears to be
fading. The risks have been
magnified by the trade war
raging between the United
States and China, the strife
dividing Britain over an exit
from the European Union
and the Federal Reserve’s
continuing interest rate hikes.
It’s all been enough to contribute to a broad retreat in
global stock markets. Counting Tuesday’s deep losses,
U.S. stock indexes, once up
around 10 percent for the
year, have surrendered all
their 2018 gains.

M A R K E T M OV E R S
• Target Corp., down $8.12
to $69.03: The retailer’s
proﬁt fell short of Wall
Street expectations as it
invested more in its stores
and its online business.

BRIEFCASE
NEW YORK

Shoppers spend freely
heading into the holidays
Shoppers are spending freely heading into
the holidays, but heavy
investments and incentives like free shipping by
retailers are giving Wall
Street pause.
Target Inc., Kohl’s
Corp., Best Buy Co. and
TJX Cos. all reported
strong sales at stores
opened at least a year.
That’s a key measure
of health for a retailer.
Online sales also surged.
Target reported a 49 percent increase in online
sales, which was better
than expected.

The Fed is expected next
month to raise its key shortterm rate for the fourth time
this year. The central bank’s
rate hikes help control inflation. But they also make loans
costlier for consumers and
businesses. And for countries
that borrowed in U.S. dollars,
the Fed’s hikes make debts
harder to bear. Argentina, for
one, has slid into recession as
its cost of repaying its debt has
surged.
“We can’t continue to grow
thisfastformuchlongerwithout risking inflation,” Adrian
Cooper, chief executive of
Oxford Economics, said of
the still-solid U.S. economy.
“That’s ultimately what the
Fed is trying to achieve with
its steady movement in interest rates. The skill is to do so
in ways that don’t create a big
downturn.”
The concerns have grown
enough that Larry Kudlow,
President Donald Trump’s top
economic adviser, on Tuesday
dismissed the worries roiling
the markets.
“Recession is so far in
the distance I can’t see it,”
Kudlow told a group of
reporters outside the White
House. “Keep the faith. It’s a
very strong economy.”

“We can’t continue to grow this fast for much longer
without risking inflation. That’s ultimately what the Fed
is trying to achieve with its steady movement in interest
rates. The skill is to do so in ways that don’t create a big
downturn.”
Adrian Cooper, chief executive of Oxford Economics

The collective growth of
the world’s major economies in the past two years
was broadly welcomed after
a feeble recovery from the
2008 financial crises. Yet few
economists saw accelerated
growth as sustainable — or
even desirable — over several
years.
The concern is that a prolonged global expansion could
ignite inflation or speculative investing that would
inevitably send vulnerable
economies into a downturn.
Compounding the challenge,
the world’s economies are
linked more than ever through
trade, finance and investment
— to the point that a rupture
in one major nation tends to
spread across the globe.
Oxford Economics predicts
that the growth of the global
economy, as measured by
its gross domestic product,
will slip from 3.1 percent this
year to 2.8 in 2019. Such a
slowdown is enough to crimp
corporate profits and business
investment, Cooper said. Still,
most American and European
workers probably wouldn’t
feel the pain, he said, in part
because of a resilient job
market and lower oil prices.
“2019 is still going to look
pretty good — your job is
going to be safe, and your
wages are going to rise,”
Cooper predicted while
adding that he thinks the
slowdown will worsen in
2020.

Tech slide
pushes
markets
into red
for year
By Marley Jay
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Stocks
dropped again Tuesday as losses mounted
for the world’s largest
technology companies.
Retailers also fell, and
energy companies
plunged with oil prices
as the market sank back
into the red for the year.
Oil prices tumbled
another 6.6 percent as
Wall Street reacted to
rising oil supplies and
concerns that global
economic growth will
slow down, a worry
that’s intensified
because of the trade tensions between the U.S.
and China.
U.S. crude has plunged
30 percent since early
October.
Technology companies were hit after the
Trump administration
proposed new national
security regulations
that could limit exports
of high-tech products in
fields such as quantum
computing, machine
learning and artificial
intelligence.
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Ridge Writers presents
Happy
Thanksgiving & 5th annual Dickens Tea
a Joyous Holiday
Season
Ridge Writers is
preparing for its fifth
annual Dickens Tea to
celebrate the holiday
season with Victorian elegance.
Over delicious holiday
tea and plum bread pudding provided by My En-

1450 N. Norma • P.O. Box 970
Ridgecrest, CA 93556
760-446-3576

1326 W. GRAAF AVE. • 760-382-3883 • WWW.BERNIESLANDSCAPING.COM

FAX 760-446-6351
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Happy
Thanksgiving
from all of us

chanted Cottage and Tea
Room, the Dickens Tea
honors the author of such
noted Christmas tales like
“A Christmas Carol” and
the period that brought
many of our modern holiday traditions to life.
This year, the festivities

• Landscape Design • Synthetic Turf
• Xeriscaping
• General Yard Clean-up
• Drip System Install & Trash Hauled Away
& Repair
• Now Installing Pavers
• Lawn Removal
& Flag Stone
• Sod Installation

will include a book swap
of advanced reader copies
and holiday craft books, a
Christmas craft project
celebrating the first
Christmas card, and a
dramatic reading from
one Charles Dickens’
classic holiday scenes.

The fifth annual Dickens Tea is on Saturday,
Dec. 1, at 2 p.m. at My
Enchanted Cottage and
Tea Room (214 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.). Tickets are
$20 each and are available now at Red Rock
Books.

VISIT US ONLINE AT:
WWW.RIDGECRESTCA.COM

Take Advantage of the Cash for Grass from the State of California and the IWV Water District.

Happy
Thanksgiving
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High Desert

Wishing Our
Students And
Our Community
A Happy
Thanksgiving
from the staff at

Home Center
Environmental
Security
Since 1929

Call us today!
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824 W Ridgecrest Blvd
(760)375-9741
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Americans, Canadians are warned not to eat romaine lettuce
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK
—
Health officials in the
U.S. and Canada told
people Tuesday to stop
eating romaine lettuce
because of a new E. coli
outbreak.
The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration
said it is working with officials in Canada on the
outbreak, which has sickened 32 people in 11
states and 18 people in
the Canadian provinces
of Ontario and Quebec.
The strain identified is
different than the one
linked to romaine earlier
this year but appears
similar to last year’s outbreak linked to leafy
greens.
FDA Commissioner
Scott Gottlieb said the

agency doesn’t have
enough information to
ask suppliers for a recall, but he suggested
that supermarkets and
restaurants should withdraw romaine until the
source of the contamination can be identified.
People are also being advised to throw out any romaine they have at home.
The contaminated lettuce is likely still on the
market, Gottlieb told The
Associated Press in a
phone interview.
He said FDA wanted to
issue a warning before
people gathered for
Thanksgiving meals,
where the potential for
exposure could increase.
“We did feel some pressure to draw conclusions
as quickly as we could,”
he said.

In Canada, officials issued similar warnings to
the two provinces where
people were sickened.
They said there was no
evidence to suggest people in other parts of the
country had been affected.
Most romaine sold this
time of year is grown in
California, Gottlieb said.
The romaine lettuce
linked to the E. coli outbreak earlier this year
was from Yuma, Arizona.
Tainted irrigation water
appeared to be the source
of that outbreak, which
sickened about 200 people and killed five.
The FDA’s blanket
warning in the current
outbreak is broader and
more direct than the ones
issued in the earlier outbreak, said Robert

Whitaker, chief science
officer for the Produce
Marketing Association.
In the earlier outbreak,
the warnings about romaine from Yuma might
have been confusing, he
said.
Whitaker said the industry group told members they should cooperate with the FDA and
stop supplying romaine
lettuce, especially since
people have been told to
stop buying and eating it.
No deaths have been
reported in the current
outbreak, but 13 people
in the U.S. and six in
Canada have been hospitalized. The last reported
U.S. illness was on Oct.
31, while and the most
recent illness in Canada
was early this month.
Tracing the source of

contaminated lettuce can
be difficult because it’s often repackaged by middlemen, said Sarah
Sorscher, deputy director
of regulatory affairs at
the Center for Science in
the Public Interest. That
can mean the entire industry becomes implicated in outbreaks, even
if not all products are
contaminated.
“One of the problems
with produce is that it
can be very hard to trace
back,” she said.
She said washing contaminated lettuce won’t
ensure that harmful
germs are killed.
Infections from E. coli
can cause symptoms including severe stomach
cramps, diarrhea and
vomiting. Most people
recover within a week,

but some illnesses can
last longer and be more
severe.
Health officials have
also been reminding people to properly handle
and cook their Thanksgiving birds amid a widespread salmonella outbreak linked to raw
turkey. Last week,
Hormel recalled some
packages of Jennie-O
ground turkey that regulators were able to tie to
an illness.
But unlike with romaine lettuce, regulators
are not warning people to
avoid turkey. Salmonella
is not prohibited in raw
meat and poultry, and
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which overseas raw meat, said cooking should kill any salmonella.

We will be CLOSED for Thanksgiving Weekend
Thursday 11-22 through Sunday 11-25
We will reopen on Monday the 26th at Our Normal Hours

Enjoy Your Holiday with Family & Friends
Open
Mon - Fri ~ 11:00 - 9:00pm
Sat ~ 4:00 - 9:00pm

Dine In
Take Out
Delivery

FREE DELIVERY
11:00 AM - 8:30 PM
with minimum order of $20

WE DO NOT ACCEPT CHECKS

723 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest, CA

From all of us at
COSO OPERATING CO.

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

A Huge Thank You To The
Community For Their Ongoing
Support Of Our Thrift Store
And Contracts
See Us At Our New
Thrift Shop Location
200 Gold Canyon St.
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Happy Thanksgiving
from

Wishing All
A Very Happy
Thanksgiving
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(760) 446-2204
Suzanne Ford, Owner
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Desert Empire Fair Wishes
All A Happy Thanksgiving
Enjoy The Day With Your
Family And A Special Thank You
To All That Attended DEF Fair
Events This Year
Check Our Website For The
Next Great Event
www.desertempirefair.com
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4700 Lake Isabella Blvd. • Lake Isabella, CA 93240
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As Facebook faces fire, heat turns up on No. 2 Sandberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — For the
past decade, Sheryl Sandberg has been the poised,
reliable second-in-command to Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg, helping
steer Facebook’s rapid
growth around the world,
while also cultivating her
brand in ways that hint at
aspirations well beyond
the social network.
But with growing criticism over the company’s
practices, or lack of oversight, her carefully cultivated image as an eloquent feminist leader is
showing cracks. Questions these days aren’t so
much about whether
she’ll run for the Senate or
even president, but
whether she ought to

keep her job at Facebook.
“Her brand was being
manicured with the same
resources and care as the
gardens of Tokyo,” said
Scott Galloway, a New
York University marketing professor. “And unfortunately a hurricane
has come through the
garden.”
Facebook has been
dealing with hurricanes
for the past two years :
fake news, elections interference, hate speech, a
privacy scandal, the list
goes on. The company’s
response — namely,
Zuckerberg’s and Sandberg’s — has been slow at
best, misleading and obfuscating at worst, as The
New York Times reported
last week. That report,
and one from The Wall

Street Journal , underscored Sandberg’s influence at the company, even
as Zuckerberg has borne
much of the criticism and
anger. There have been
calls for both to be ousted.
But because of the way
Facebook is set up, firing
Zuckerberg would be all
but impossible. He controls the majority of the
company’s voting stock,
serves as its chairman and
has — at least publicly —
the support of its board of
directors. Essentially, he’d
have to fire himself. Firing
Sandberg would be the
next logical option to hold
a high-level executive accountable. Though the
chances are slim, the fact
that it has even come up
shows the extent of FaceOLIVIER DOULIERY/ABACA PRESS/TNS
book’s — and Sandberg’s Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies before the Senate judiciary and commerce committees on Capitol Hill on April 10, 2018, in Washington, D.C.

Merry Christmas

Support Your Community

Over 40 Years As Your
Trusted Hometown Plumbers

760-446-4004
www.cardinalplumbing.net
1501 1/2 N. China Lake Blvd.
Lic # 496447

— troubles.
Zuckerberg indicated
Sandberg’s job is secure in
an interview televised by
CNN late Tuesday. “She
has been an important
partner for me for 10
years,” Zuckerberg said. “I
am really proud of the
work we have done together and hope we work
together for decades more
to come.”
He also told CNN he
intends to remain Facebook’s chairman, despite
intensifying pressure
from some investors who
believe he should relinquish that role. “I am certainly not currently thinking that that that makes
sense,” he said.
As chief operating officer, Sandberg is in charge
of Facebook’s business
dealings, including the
ads that make up the bulk
of the company’s revenue.
She steered Facebook
from a rising tech startup
into a viable global business expected to reap $55
billion in revenue this
year. The company is second only to Google in digital advertising.

But she’s also gotten
the blame when things
go wrong, including Facebook’s failure to spot
Russian attempts to influence U.S. elections by
buying U.S. political ads
— in rubles. Though
Sandberg has denied
knowing that Facebook
hired an opposition research firm to discredit
activists, she created a
permissive environment
through what the Times
called an “aggressive lobbying campaign” against
critics. Facebook fired the
firm, Definers, after the
Times report came out.
Sandberg, 49, who was
hired away from Google
in 2008, has been a crucial “heat shield” for
Zuckerberg, as Galloway
put it, as lawmakers and
the public crank up criticism of the 34-year-old
founder. In September,
Facebook sent Sandberg
to testify before the Senate intelligence committee, eliciting a warmer response than her boss did
three months before.
Sandberg, former chief
of staff for treasury secre-

tary Larry Summers, appears more comfortable
in Washington meeting
rooms than Zuckerberg,
who can seem robotic.
Her profile is high enough
that lawmakers don’t feel
stilted when she shows
up. She’s written (with
help) two books, including 2013’s “Lean In” about
women and leadership.
Her second book, “Plan
B,” is about dealing with
loss and grief after her
husband died unexpectedly. She was the lone
chief operating officer
among a who’s who of
tech CEOs — including
Apple’s Tim Cook and
Amazon’s Jeff Bezos — to
meet with Donald Trump
a month after his election.
“It’s both who she is
and how bereft Silicon
Valley is of strong, powerful female voices,” crisis
management
expert
Richard Levick said. “She
has positioned herself as
one of those strong voices with ‘Lean In.’”
But her high profile also
makes her more susceptible to criticism.
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Lady Burros hoops
continue success at
Lancaster Tournament
BY ANDREW SALMI
Sports Editor
asalmi@ridgecrestca.com

After a great start last
week to the 2018-19 season
for Burroughs High School
girls varsity basketball, the
Lady Burros continued
that success over the weekend.
At the Lancaster Tournament, the Lady Burros
compiled a 2-1 record in
three games played with
victories over both Antelope Valley High School
and Eastside High School.

ANDREW SALMI/DAILY INDEPENDENT

Immanuel Christian School boys varsity basketball forward Corbin Barker (30) fights for an offensive rebound against Kern Valley High School during the second quarter of ICS’ home opener at Kerr McGee
Center on Tuesday, Nov. 20. The Crusaders rallied to a 64-58 overtime victory over the Broncs to improve to 1-0 on the young season.

KNIGHT 79, BURROUGHS 54
Against a Knight High
School team that is projected to do even more
damage than last year’s
25-7 record, the Lady Burros had trouble keeping
up down the stretch in the
second half.
Senior forward Hailey
Dugan, who was selected
to the all-tournament
team, finished with a
team-high 17 points in a
losing effort.

BURROUGHS 64, ANTELOPE VALLEY 49
Following their first loss
of the season, Burroughs
bounced right back against
a solid Antelope Valley
team with a 64-49 win.
Everything came together for the Lady Burros,
with senior Samantha Farris (20 points) and Dugan
adding yet another 17
points in the victory.

BURROUGHS 36,
EASTSIDE 24
On the final day of the
tournament, the Lady Burros finished on a high note
with a dominant defensive performance when the
offense missed a step.
Sophomore Amaia Ramon led the way for Burroughs with 11 points, including a perfect 3-of-3
from behind the arc.
Up next, the Lady Burros will return from their
Thanksgiving Break next
week to compete in the
La Habra Highlander
Tournament. Their opponents are still to be determined.

Christian
Pulisic
at
Crusaders orchestrate furious
20 becomes youngest
comeback, buck Broncs in overtime US soccer captain
BY ANDREW SALMI
Sports Editor
asalmi@ridgecrestca.com

For the Immanuel
Christian School boys
varsity basketball team,
the Crusaders were able
to open their 2018-19
season on a very positive note against Kern
Valley High School in

front of a raucous Kerr
McGee Center on Tuesday night.
CRUSADERS 64,
BRONCS 58

After being down by
10 points in the closing
minutes, the Crusaders
clawed their way back to
force overtime and eventually pulled out a gritty

64-58 victory over the
Broncs.
The Crusaders only
shot two three-pointers
the entire night, but they
were both huge makes
by junior Demetrius
Connors down the
stretch of the game that
helped put away Kern
Valley.

Although the Crusaders had plenty of
shots not fall that they
should have made, they
capitalized in the clutch
and took advantage of
the Broncs’ inability to
make their free throws.
Senior captain Zach
Neely, ICS’ leading scorer from last season,
opened up the 2018-19
campaign on a high note
with a team-high 24
points and 10 rebounds,
while Connors packed a
punch on offense with
18 points of his own.
ICS will next play on
Tuesday, Nov. 27, at Kerr
McGee Center against a
very talented California
City High School squad
at 6:30 p.m.
LADY BRONCS 58,
LADY CRUSADERS 20
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As for the girls, this
was a rough opening
game against a Kern Valley team that beat the
Lady Crusaders easily in
the first round of CIF
Central Section play last
February.
On Tuesday night, the
rematch was quite a
struggle on offense for
the Lady Crusaders in a
lopsided 58-20 loss.
The Lady Crusaders
will also host California
City High School next
Tuesday night at Kerr
McGee Center with tipoff
at 5 p.m.
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Christian Pulisic became the youngest captain in the modern history of the U.S. soccer program when the 20-yearold was the lone holdover
in the Americans' starting
lineup for an exhibition
against Italy at Genk, Belgium.
At 20 years, 63 days,
Pulisic beat Landon
Donovan, who was 22
years, 220 days when he
first captained the Americans in a World Cup qualifier at El Salvador on Oct.
9, 2004, a match regular
captain Claudio Reyna
missed because of a
quadriceps injury.
Nine of the 11 starters
on Tuesday night were 23
or younger, and the lineup's average age of 22
years, 71 days set a record,
besting the 22-160 against
Bolivia on May 28
Ethan Horvath took
over from goalkeeper Brad
Guzan, his first international appearance since
last November's friendly at
Portugal.

Cameron Carter Vickers
was at right back, Walker
Zimmerman in the center
and Aaron Long on the
left in a 3-5-2 formation.
Tyler Adams was in defensive midfield with Reggie
Cannon and Shaq Moore
ahead, and Marky Delgado and Kellyn Acosta on
the flanks. Pulisic was
pushed up from his usual
midfield spot to forward
and paired with 18-yearold Josh Sargent. Pulisic
was on a midfield flank
last week during the 3-0
loss at England.
Midfielder Romain Gall
was on the bench and had
a chance to become the
23rd player to debut in 11
matches under interim
coach Dave Sarachan.
Goalkeeper Jonathan
Klinsmann and defenders John Brooks and DeAndre Yedlin were not
dressed, though all three
are healthy.
The U.S. entered with
one win and three draws
in 11 matches against Italy,
winning 1-0 at Genoa on
Feb. 29, 2012, as Clint
Dempsey scored.
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Thank You For All Your Community Support
And Participation Throughout The Entire Year!
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Looks like a mismatch: Saints offense vs Falcons defense
BY PAUL NEWBERRY
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — Talk
about a mismatch.
The New Orleans Saints
have been unstoppable.
The Atlanta Falcons have
struggled to stop anyone.
It all adds up to a Thanksgiving night game that

could get out of hand
quickly.
“Where do you start?”
moaned
Marquand
Manuel, the Falcon’s defensive coordinator.
The Saints (9-1) are
leading the NFL in scoring and really piled it on
the last two weeks, dropping 51 points on Cincin-

nati and 48 on defending
Super Bowl champion
Philadelphia in a pair of
blowout wins.
Most amazingly, New
Orleans has scored on 24
of its last 29 possessions,
not counting kneel-downs
at the end of the game.
Eighteen of those possessions have resulted in
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touchdowns.
Next up is Atlanta (4-6),
a team that has lost two
straight and ranks near
the bottom of the league
in every major defensive
category. The Falcons have
been ravaged by injuries,
losing both safeties for
the season and top linebacker Deion Jones for
the last nine games. Jones
has returned to the active roster but it’s not
known if he’ll be able to go
Thursday.
“It’s a challenge,” Marquand said. “The guys just
have to be up to it for four
quarters and understand
that they’re going to make
some plays. They’re hot
right now.”
While Drew Brees is
having another huge year
at age 39, New Orleans’
running game might be
the real key to its offensive
success.
The Saints rank sixth

in the league with an average of 131.4 yards per
game, and they’ve been
especially tough to defend
since Mark Ingram returned after serving a
four-game suspension for
violating the NFL’s policy
on banned substances.
“Complementary football,” Ingram said. “Great
teams play complementary football.”
Ingram has rushed for
388 yards since his return, combining with
Alvin Kamara to provide a
dynamic 1-2 punch. Kamara has run for 617 yards
and 11 TDs, to go along
with 56 receptions and
four scores.
“The combination of
both he and Alvin together has been pretty good for
us,” coach Sean Payton
said. “It is much more difficult if you are limited to
just one of those players.”
Marquand said At-

lanta’s focus will be on
trying to turn the Saints
one-dimensional.
“It’s where you start
every week: the ability to
stop the run game,” he
said. “Ingram has come
back and given them a
nice balance. That allows
Drew to be who he is.”
Indeed, Brees is still the
one who makes it all click.
Last week, with newly
signed receiver Brandon
Marshall on the inactive
list and the Eagles shading
their coverage toward top
receiver Michael Thomas,
Brees threw touchdown
passes to second-year pro
Austin Carr and rookie
Tre’Quan Smith.
Smith finished with 10
catches for a career-high
157 yards, giving the Falcons another player to
worry about, though he
hasn’t been practicing
during the short week because of a foot issue.
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Thanksgiving
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All A Happy Holiday Season
We Look Forward To
Serving You In 2019
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Rangers great Adrian Beltre retires from baseball
BY JEFF WILSON
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Adrian Beltre, one of the
greatest third baseman in
baseball history who became a member of the
3,000-hit club with the
Texas Rangers, announced
Tuesday morning that he is
retiring.
He does so as the all-time
leader in hits by a third
baseman with 3,166 — 1,277
of those coming over eight
seasons with the Rangers.
Beltre also has 477 home
runs, 636 doubles, and a
.286 average over 21 seasons
with four teams.
Beltre, 39, broke into the
major leagues with the Los
Angeles Dodgers in 1998 at
age 19. He joined the
Rangers before the 2011
season and came within a

strike of the one goal he
wanted in his career — a
World Series title.
Beltre, who won five Gold
Gloves at third, is almost
certain to be inducted to the
National Baseball Hall of
Fame. He will first appear
on the ballot in five years.
“After careful consideration and many sleepless
nights, I have made the decision to retire from what
I’ve been doing my whole
life, which is playing baseball, the game I love,” Beltre
said in a statement after
informing the Rangers on
Monday night.
“I have thought about it a
lot and although I appreciate all the opportunities and
everything that baseball has
given me, it’s time to call it
a career. I have enjoyed the
privilege of playing profes-

sional baseball since I was 15
years old. I have been
blessed to have played 21
seasons at the highest level
in Major League Baseball.
“I want to thank God, my
amazing wife, Sandra, for
your unwavering and unconditional love, support
and
understanding
throughout my entire baseball career, my three awesome children, Cassie, A.J
and Camila for being the
best baseball kids, my parents, and my entire family
for all your love and support.
“I also want to thank my
agents, Scott Boras, Mike
Fiore and the entire Boras
Corp. for always believing in
my talent. A huge THANK
YOU goes to the numerous
KEN LAMBERT/SEATTLE TIMES/TNS
teammates, managers, Texas Rangers third baseman, and former Mariner, Adrian Beltre acknowledges cheers after leaving the game in the fifth inning against the Seattle
SEE BELTRE, B8 Mariners on Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018, in Seattle, Wash.
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Bring Your Family To Join With Ours For
Thanksgiving Dinner
Serving 10am To 2pm
Adults $25 • Seniors $20 • Kids 10 & Under $13
Breakfast Station • Salad Station • Dessert Station
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coaches, and staff members
from the Los Angeles
Dodgers, Seattle Mariners,
Boston Red Sox and especially the Texas Rangers.
These past eight seasons
playing in a Rangers’ uniform have been the best of
my career and were made
possible thanks to Rangers’
owners Ray Davis, Bob
Simpson, and Neil Leibman, general manager Jon
Daniels, Nolan Ryan, and
the late Don Welke.
“I also owe a huge part of
my success in Texas to the
amazing Rangers’ fans. You
guys are the best!
“I also have to acknowledge and thank Tommy Lasorda for believing in this
young kid from the Dominican Republic when others
thought I was too young to
be called up to the big
leagues.
“To all my fans in the Dominican Republic, the United States and Latin America, my sincerest THANK
YOU for your continuous
support throughout my career. While I will forever
cherish the memories from
my time playing the greatest
game on earth, I am excited
to become a full-time husband and father, and I am
ready to take on the next
chapter of my life.
“It’s been one hell of a
ride!
“Muchas gracias,
“Adrian Beltre”
Beyond what Beltre did
on the field, he was regarded MLB-wide as a terrific
teammate, a consummate
professional and an outstanding leader. Shortstop
Elvis Andrus will be asked to
fill the leadership void.
“Adrian is a baseball machine,” said Rangers Hall of
Famer Michael Young, who
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played two seasons with
Beltre. “I knew he was good
when we got him, and his
reputation as a great teammate preceded him. He
blew all expectations out of
the water. Just an off-thecharts player and teammate.
Congratulations to him and
his family. Whatta ride. Now
somebody go to Elvis’ house
and get him out of the fetal
position.”
Only a handful of players
besides Beltre were able to
set aside injuries and play
through them. Of note was
the 2015 season, when Beltre tore a thumb ligament at
the end of May but returned
to the lineup less than three
weeks later.
He fashioned a swing out
of it in the second half and
help lead the Rangers to
the American League West
title. The thumb required
surgery after the season.
“Adrian is one of the best
people I’ve had the opportunity to work with. He stands
out as much off the field as
he does on it,” Daniels said.
“He is a Hall of Fame level
teammate, husband and father. He helped raise the
Rangers’ franchise to a new
level.
“Among the many, many
examples of selflessness over
the years, his performance in
the second half of 2015
stands out. Against the advice of doctors, he played
through a badly injured
thumb that required surgery when the season ended.
He played at a top level,
and set the tone for the rest
of the club. It is symbolic for
how he carried himself and
led the organization every
day. I want to thank him and
Sandra for all they’ve done
for the Rangers and our
community. They’re forever
a part of us. We wish them
and their family the best in
retirement.”
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