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CLASS A DIVISION II FOOTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
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The Measure of
Richland Springs 96,
Balmorhea 50

DERRICK STUCKLY | BULLETIN PHOTO

Richland Springs’ Walker Tippie (3), the offensive player of the game, gallops past Balmorhea defenders Dominic Fuentez (21) and Eric Carrasco (5) en route to a 414-yard, eight-touchdown
rushing performance in the No. 1 Coyotes’ 96-50 victory over the No. 3 Bears Wednesday in the Class A Division II state championship game at AT&T Stadium in Arlington.

Coyotes capture record 8th six-man state title, tied for most in any classification
BY DERRICK STUCKLY
BROWNWOOD BULLETIN
derrick.stuckly@brownwoodbulletin.com

ARLINGTON — Behind an eighttouchdown, 414-yard rushing
performance from junior Walker
Tippie, the Richland Springs Coyotes added to their six-man record
with an eighth state championship in front of 4,951 spectators
Wednesday at AT&T Stadium.
With a 96-50 triumph over the
third-ranked Balmorhea Bears,
the top-ranked Coyotes joined
Southlake Carroll, Celina and Katy
as the only high school football
programs in Texas to capture
eight state titles.
All eight championships have
been earned since 2004 under the
guidance of head coach Jerry Burkhart, who improved to 184-8 in
his tenure at Richland Springs following the victory — the Coyotes’
first in their debut appearance at
the home of the Dallas Cowboys.
“It’s just an indescribable feeling,” said Burkhart, whose team
has chalked up 29 consecutive
victories, with two coming over
Balmorhea. “These kids have
worked so hard. We told them all
year long that God has given us
an opportunity to do something
special. One thing we can’t coach
is effort and these boys give 100
percent everyday. I’m just so
proud of them and proud of the
community and the support we
get.”
Tippie — who had rushed for
more than 600 yards and 13
touchdowns in victories over Calvert and Crowell the previous two
outings — needed just 15 carries
to amass a career-best 414 yards.
Tippie scored on runs of 58, 41,
50, 34, 58, 37, 63 and 33 yards
and averaged 28 yards per carry.
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ABOVE: Richland Springs’ Jordan Burkhart (8), the defensive player of
the game, dives over a pair of Balmorhea Bears to recover a third-quarter
fumble during the Coyotes’ 46-point victory. RIGHT: Colt Carlisle (32)
drops Balmorhea’s Marco Martinez for a loss following a bobbled snap.
Awarded the offensive player of
the game honor, Tippie also completed 4 of 6 passes for 62 yards
and two more scores, as the junior
accounted for 476 of the Coyotes’
592 yards of total offense.
“Balmorhea played us hard at
the beginning, but we made some
big plays that led to big momentum swings,” said Tippie, who had
a hand in the first 10 of Richland
Springs’ 12 touchdowns. “Everybody does a great job rallying
around each other. Whoever has
the rock, me or any other back,
we do a job blocking and helping
each other out.”

Burkhart added, “Walker’s a
very humble guy, but if you give
him the ball he’s going to find
the seam and he’s going to go.
He’ll tell you there’s some great
blocking in front of him. One
thing about these guys is they’re a
brotherhood so whoever gets the
rock, the others make sure they
do their best job of blocking to get
them in the end zone.”
Hutton Lusty chipped in 109
yards on the ground and two
touchdowns, while hauling in an
11-yard scoring reception. Traven
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